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WE pray that all of you are safe and dry after Hurricane Harvey, as well as your cars full of gas with the run on gas we just had in San Antonio. That run on the gas stations was caused by panic and a lack of conscience by some individuals. This Communique will delve into questions on that same human conscience. 
Do you have a conscience? What’s on your conscience? Is having a conscience proof of a designer and Creator of mankind? Our first article will probe this age-old question.
Our second article will report how creationist Mark Armitage got a huge settlement from a California University that terminated him on religious grounds, and the great work in dinosaur soft tissues which he has uncovered. We will also have a brief article and preview of one of the creation resources this newsletter draws from on a regular basis, and you can benefit from as well, as we introduce you to David Rives Ministries. 
Of course, we will have full rundown of creation teaching opportunities in our area, including a full set of SABBSA on KSLR radio programs through the rest of the year, our schedule of science workshops at FEAST for the upcoming year, and our monthly SABBSA programs for the rest of 2017 and beyond. We pray you find something here to benefit you.
[image: Image result for conscience clip art]Is Our having a Conscience Proof of Creation and Evidence against Evolution?
Many creationists will propose that the fact that humans have a conscience and will do altruistic things (things beneficial only to others and not themselves) shows that we were created by an intelligent and loving God. This proposition is based upon the claim that there is no benefit to the individual who has a conscience, in fact, they may often do things which benefit others and not themselves, which does not give them an advantage in terms of natural selection.
A husband or a wife who gives their life to save their spouse in most cases does not perpetuate their species or their genetic lineage. A young man who fights for his village or his country and loses his life does not perpetuate his species, nor his genetic lineage. Further, the history of man from Genghis Khan to Alexander to Attila the Hun to Napoleon is that it is the strong, ruthless and those who do not care for others are the ones who thrive, rule and survive to spread their genetic lineage. With this background, natural selection should never have allowed a human conscience to develop, and if it ever did, it should have been culled from human beings long ago, because those who did have a conscience would be much more likely to die earlier and give up their lives before those without a conscience. Thus, natural selection should have eliminated this trait set. 
I have often heard from different creationists that this is an irrefutable evidence for the Creator and our designer. How can the evolutionists answer this challenge they say? Well, evolutionists certainly attempt to do so. 
More than a decade ago I was privileged to be a part of debate with a biology professor from Northwest Vista College and an education professor from UTSA. When this evidence of a conscience was posed to the biology professor, he responded that evolutionists explain altruism as benefiting the whole group and thereby perpetuating the species. The idea is that a person of conscience, who will risk his life for others, protects them and even if he dies, he can help save their lives and the groups genes and species is perpetuated. 
This is a novel answer, but it has a couple of huge weaknesses. First, this answer assumes that the conscience traits (and these are many and not just a single base pair mutation mistake, but likely a wide range of thousands of DNA codes carefully built into our genetic code to produce a conscience and altruistic tendencies) are in most of the group which this individual represents who gives up his life for the others, for it is the others who will perpetuate the species, not the one who dies. There is no guarantee of that. In fact, as we see today, heroism is not always common. Most people will save themselves rather than risk their life for others. That is why we so publicize it when we “catch” a person in an act of heroism. Also, we know that most people are inherently selfish and self-centered and we often see and expect them to lie or steal to get ahead in a job, secure the most desirable mate or to succeed in just about any life endeavor, showing a lack of conscience. 
Thus, the assumption that this exceptional person, who will give up himself for others and that his altruistic traits will be shared by the rest of the group and protected and passed on by them to next generations is faulty. Further, in the scenarios we just discussed, there is no way that such a set of altruistic traits could ever be fostered. 
If evolution were true, then it is theorized that a new trait comes into existence by a set of mutations in one individual or one lineage of people which is carried forward. To have this trait carried forward, two conditions must exist. First, the trait(s) must benefit the individual to survive, and thus procreate more of themselves and spread this genetic trait to future generations. Altruistic endeavors often do not benefit that individual and may end their life prematurely, which denies them the ability to procreate further and thus does not promote their genetic line, nor further this altruistic trait. 
Second, for a new trait to become “fixed” in the species (that is, to be carried forward by enough organisms to make it a normal part of that species’ genome), it must be transmitted to at least three future generations and multiply itself in the next generations so that it becomes a trait which can have wide spread effects for the species and which a single accident involving  the sole possessor of that trait(s) is not accidently killed, ending the trait set. An evolutionary scenario for the development of a conscience meets neither of these two criteria.
If we are just well developed and evolved apes, as evolution suggests, then why does man possess a “conscience and sense of right and wrong. Only man wears clothes, has a sense of shame, seeks an object of worship, and has hope for immortality. Why are there no animals with all levels of these qualities, just slightly different from men?” (https://www.gospelway.com/god/evidences-creation.php )
As stated in the icr.org article on “Good and Evil” (http://www.icr.org/good-evil ) “Kindness and care for family members, especially little children, are universal traits. Compassion for the elderly, poor, and weak is a quality valued by cultures around the world. Instead of ‘might makes right,’ our consciences teach us that might should choose to do right. This reflects our God-given command to care for each other.”
A naturalistic model of origins would not predict socially-established actions like care and kindness, actions that every culture recognizes as "good." Selfish and cruel use of force—"survival of the fittest"—is routinely condemned, not praised, but it is these “negative traits” which survival often demands.
Naturalistic Evolution would in no way predict the development of either an individual, nor a social conscience.  While a conscience is not the “slam dunk evidence” so many want to make it be for creation, it is a solid argument for the existence of the Creator. I would not want to live in a world where people did not have these God given traits. I thank the Lord He has so equipped us to care for each other. It behooves us all of course to pray that these altruistic attributes are paid attention to by ourselves and our cultures, since Satan is constantly out there with selfish temptations which run against the conscience God gave us, and accounts for most of the evil we see in the world.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
University settles lawsuit with scientist fired after he found soft tissue in dinosaur bones
By Chad Dou and reprinted from his science blog—
CSUN scientist Mark Armitage found soft tissue in a dinosaur bone, a discovery that throws significant doubt on evolution. Then, two weeks after publishing his findings, he was fired.
Now California State University at Northridge has paid Armitage a six-figure sum to settle his wrongful termination suit based on religious discrimination. While the university admits no wrongdoing, Armitage’s attorney said they feared losing a protracted lawsuit because of a “smoking gun” email that backed the plaintiff’s case.
[image: http://blog.godreports.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/triceratops-skeleton-350x266.jpg]The case of Armitage is the latest to show the mounting hostility Christians face in academics and other public arenas.
A Triceratops skeleton shown at left.
“Soft tissue in dinosaur bones destroys ‘deep time.’ Dinosaur bones cannot be old if they’re full of soft tissue,” Armitage said in a YouTube video. “Deep time is the linchpin of evolution. If you don’t have deep time, you don’t have evolution. The whole discussion of evolution ends if you show that the earth is young. You can just erase evolution off the whiteboard because of soft tissue in dinosaur bones.”
Armitage was hired as a microscopist to manage CSUN’s electron and confocal microscope suite in 2010. He had published some 30 articles in scientific journals about his specialty (before being fired).
A graduate of Liberty University, Armitage adheres to the “young earth” view, against the majority of scientists who say our planet is 4.5 billion years old. He engaged students in his lab with Socratic dialogue over the issue of the earth’s age, based on his and others’ research, he said.
[image: http://blog.godreports.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Triceratops-Horn-dinosaurs-350x236.jpg]In May 2012, Armitage went on a dinosaur dig at the famous fossil site of Hell Creek in Montana, where he unearthed the largest triceratops horn ever found there. Back at CSUN, he put the fossil under his microscope and made the startling discovery: unfossilized, undecayed tissue was present.
If the dinosaur were 65 million years old, the soft tissue could not have possibly remained, he says. His findings seconded groundbreaking discoveries by noted molecular paleontologist Mary Schweitzer, who triggered an earthquake in the world of paleontology when she published about soft tissue in dinosaur bones in 2005. (Schweitzer subsequently postulated that iron is responsible for preserving the soft tissue.)
Armitage’s February 2013 study was published in the peer-reviewed Acta Histochemica, a journal of cell and tissue research. Two week later, he found himself without a job.
[image: http://blog.godreports.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Armitage-350x229.jpg]A biology professor had come into his office and said, “We are not going to tolerate your religion in this department.”
Armitage fought back. Professors and students alike had praised his work managing the microscope lab. His suit alleged he was excluded from secret meetings of the microscopy committee. In a “smoking gun” email, university officials suggested they could ease Armitage out of his part-time position by making it full-time, Reinach said.
A colleague described the process as a “witch hunt,” according to Inside Higher Ed.
For two years, CSUN fought Armitage’s lawsuit. The university alleged his firing was simply a restructuring of their biology department and not a case of religious discrimination. But CSUN lost its bid to have the judge summarily throw the case out of court as groundless in July of last year. So, CSUN settled with Armitage for $399,500 in 2016, according to Inside Higher Ed.
Alan Reinach, Armitage’s attorney, hailed the settlement as precedent-setting.
“We are not aware of any other cases where a creationist received a favorable outcome,” said Reinach, executive director of the Church State Council, a nonprofit California public interest legal organization. “This was truly a historic case.”
CSUN has downplayed its decision to settle, saying in a statement that the university is committed to religious freedom and freedom of speech.
“The Superior Court did not rule on the merits of Mr. Armitage’s complaint, and this voluntary settlement is not an indication of wrong-doing,” according to a CSUN statement published in Retraction Watch. “The decision to settle was based on a desire to avoid the costs involved in a protracted legal battle, including manpower, time and state dollars.”
But Reinach countered: “They certainly would not have paid that kind of money if they did not recognize that we had them dead to rights. The state doesn’t put large, six-figure settlement money out unless they are really concerned they are going to lose.”
Prior to looking for soft tissue in dinosaur bones, Armitage studied diatoms, unicellular organisms that make up phytoplankton, which reveal a dizzying complexity and organization at the microscopic level.
According to Armitage, the beauty and complexity of diatoms lends credence to the idea they are a product of a Creator and not of spontaneous evolution.
“Evolution is structure supported by two pillars: one is chance, and the other is time. Chance is required because we obviously can’t say that a thinking force created life on earth. That is anathema for the materialists. If you kick out one of those two pillars the whole structure collapses,” Armitage noted. “If you kick out chance by showing incredible design, the structure of evolution starts to totter and it may crash. Because you cannot have design in a world that doesn’t have a Designer.
“The other pillar is time because you cannot get a man from a frog unless the princess kissed the frog. That’s a fairy tale. So, in science you have to have deep time to get evolution.”
Subsequent to the controversy, Armitage has been on additional digs and found more soft tissue but is finding it difficult to get published. “I’m clearly being blackballed,” he said in The College Fix.
“Soft tissue in dinosaur bones destroys deep time.” Armitage said. “Dinosaur bones cannot be old if they’re full of soft tissue.” (from http://blog.godreports.com/2017/08/university-settles-lawsuit-with-scientist-fired-after-he-found-soft-tissue-in-dinosaur-bones/)
______________________________________________________________________________

Creation in the 21st Century and our Many Resources
Next month, we will have an article on where many of the stories and articles come from that you see in this newsletter each month. We hope you will use this information to start scanning the “creation media heavens” yourself to find the wealth of information out there which tells of God as the Creator! This month we will feature just one resource, the ministry of David Rives (pronounced “reeves”).  
David Rives Ministries has several great creation tools you can use. As you can see from the logo below, he has replaced Dr. Carl Baugh on TBN on the “Creation in the 21st Century” TV show each Friday at 5:30 pm. This is a program of good quality, which we would encourage you to check out.
[image: Creation in the 21st Century]
David Rives Ministries is also connected to the Creation Superstore, a great resource for creation resources such as the latest videos and books. You can also sign up for a “Creation Weekly” email magazine much like CMI’s “Infobytes” which will give you a range of new creation stories and links each week. Each issue, sent by email contains a link to a video of the week, a creation news story or article of the week, a preview and connection link to that week’s program on the “Genesis Science Network” which David rives Ministries also sponsors, as well as promos for the latest creation materials. 
Below you will find an example of the type of information you get about a new DVD just out which is a hot item in creation circles currently, and coincides with the previous article you just read on Mark Armitage and soft tissues found in dinosaur bones.
DAVID RIVES MINISTRIES - Note from David:

Hello Friends,

We just received our first shipment of "Echoes of the Jurassic" DVDs. This is a brand-new film that I was honored to have hosted about the exciting discovery of soft tissue [image: http://files.constantcontact.com/eb77afe8001/cb37b39b-cec4-4ed3-9a5f-13875cc3da6a.jpg]and proteins in dinosaur bones.
Echoes of the Jurassic - Discoveries of Dinosaur Soft Tissue DVD is now available in The Creation Superstore!

Did dinosaurs roam the earth 65 million years ago? Echoes of the Jurassic shows new discoveries with evidence for creation and biblical accuracy of Genesis.

I was so privileged to be a part of this project. The discoveries found in this DVD are critical information for literally every individual. Whether high school student, church-going couple, or secular college professor, you will learn of previously unknown scientific breakthroughs. Click Here to get this brand new DVD in The Creation Superstore.

The groundbreaking soft-tissue research has been suppressed in most schools and universities because it points to a literal, historical Genesis. It challenges evolutionary theories of biology because soft tissue could not survive for the millions of years suggested by secular paleontologists... 

Did T-Rex roam the earth over 65 million years ago? Prepare to be shocked as you learn of PhD scientists finding some INCREDIBLE things inside freshly-recovered dinosaur bones.

Take the journey with me and find out for yourself, in Echoes of the Jurassic!
I'm David Rives,
Truly, the heavens declare the glory of God.





SABBSA’s schedule for 2017 and 2018
Please join the San Antonio Bible Based Science Association this year as we provide exciting video and live presentations in creation science! Our monthly meetings occur on the second Tuesday of each month. This month we will be back at the Golden Corral Restaurant off 410 between Evers and Callaghan.
Here is our schedule of programs for the remainder of 2017 and beyond: 
September 12, 2017 - Science Confirms the Bible
October 10, 2017 - Circular Reasoning
November 14, 2017 - Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution, part I
December 12, 2017 - "Jesus is the Light", Dr. Daniel Harris
January 9, 2018 - Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution, part II
February 13, 2018 - Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution, part III 
Remember that there is always a young children’s “hands on” program given at the same time as the youth and adult program listed above. So, make this a night for the whole family!
____________________________________________
[image: Salem Interactive Media]SABBSA on KSLR 
Please join the San Antonio Bible Based Science Association as we are now “on the air” each Saturday afternoon with “Believing the Bible!” Join us Saturday afternoons at 1:45 pm on radio station KSLR 630 AM. 

Here is our schedule of program topics upcoming this fall: 
9/2 DNA Bacteria
9/9 Reptiles to Bird Evolution
9/16 Ape-men
9/23 Old Rocks
9/30 Creationist, Dr. Carl Williams
10/7 Cloning
10/14 Creation in the Church, Jerry Canupp
10/21 Gilligan vs. Evolution
10/28 Cardiologist Dr. Mark Moody
11/4 Errors in the Bible?
11/11 Why We do this
11/18 Bedbugs
11/25 Four Races or One? 
12/2 Whale Evolution
12/9 Evolution Hypermart
12/16 Atheistic Christmas
12/23 Christmas Star
12/30 Distant Starlight


There are several ways you can help with this exciting ministry. One and always first is pray for this program, for its content, its producers and impact. Second, become a sponsor, as many of our board members have done and help us defray the $60+ per week costs of putting this program on the air. Third, listen to this show on the air and tell your friends and family members, so this can reach as wide an audience as possible. Fourth, help us with scripts. We are hoping that our board and other interested and knowledgeable members will both tell us what they would like to hear in future programs as well as help us by writing future scripts and coming on the air with us to make this truly a group effort.
Also, we now have an opportunity to take this program and broadcast it in radio stations across the country. To do that though we need sponsors to underwrite it at the very modest cost of $303 per month. Contact us at 210-861-0454 if you would like to help and expand our ministry in this way.
This program is available on podcast. If you cannot tune in on Saturday afternoons, or would like to sample our program or hear previous shows, they are available on podcast on the KSLR website. Click on the link below to go to the KSLR podcast page and scroll down till you find "Believing the Bible."
"Believing the Bible" - SABBSA on KSLR Radio 
 Please join us each Saturday at 1:45 pm on radio KSLR 630 AM for “Believing the Bible.”
Prayer Needs and Praises! 
SABBSA for prayer, support and guidance as we consider expanding our radio ministry.

Houston, TX Please pray for the people of Houston and the surrounding area which has been so devastated by Hurricane Harvey. Many of you, like us have a lot of family in that area which have been effected by this tragic storm and are just starting to “dig out” and rebuild. Good news and Praise God, our sister creation group in Houston, the Greater Houston Creation Association is on their feet and will hold their monthly meeting on Thursday, September 7 as planned.
[bookmark: _Hlk489562352][bookmark: _Hlk489562872]SABBSA Meeting Place The restaurant we have met in for 19 years has closed and we will have to move to a bigger facility. Please pray for God to lead us where to go and how to accomplish this. If you have suggestions for where our next meeting place should be, please share that with us. Next Tuesday, our regular meeting we will be at the Golden Corral at 5071 NW Loop 410, San Antonio, TX 78229.
John and Eileen Pendleton doing creation and gospel ministry in Zacatecas Mexico, Central and South America, and Cuba! Pray for support and funds.
___________________________________________________________________________

Popcorn and a Movie Nights, FREE at FEAST
Fourth Monday Each Month, September - April, 6:30 – 8pm
You are invited to attend this free monthly movie night at FEAST. Pack up the kids, grandma and grandpa and sure, bring your neighbors to enjoy awe inspiring and thought-provoking videos and delicious popcorn! Movies are a great way to learn truth as well as opening teachable moments to reinforce God to our children. Who isn’t awed by giant dinosaurs and the wonders of creation?  Scott Lane, from the San Antonio Bible Science Association has selected some excellent movies that will bring Creation to life for your family. Here are a few of the movies he has selected:
September 25, 2017 - Uncovering the Truth about Dinosaurs, parts 1 & 2 
[image: Apple]October - Uncovering the Truth about Dinosaurs, parts 3 & 4
January 2018 – The Privileged Planet
February - Is Genesis History?
March - Unlocking the Mystery of Life
April - Darwin: The Voyage that Shook the World
In addition to the movie, popcorn and creation teaching, at each of these events we will offer a “hands on” young children’s program, as well as the availability of browsing and procuring items from our stock of hundreds of creation science materials.




[image: After Eden 464: Awkward Moment]Cartoon Corner     


Thanks to Answers in Genesis who provides these cartoons each month for our newsletter and our presentations. Please think about donating to them in gratitude for this and all the ministries they give us. 
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Around Texas 
Houston: 
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) meets the first Thursday of each month. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 143. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. Their meetings can be streamed live! For more information, go to www.ghcaonline.com. 
Glen Rose: 
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information, go to www.creationevidence.org 
Dallas: 
The Museum of Earth History uses the highest quality research replicas of dinosaurs, mammals and authentic historical artifacts to not only lay out for the visitor a clear and easily understood connection between Genesis and Revelation, but will do so in an entertaining and intellectually challenging way. Open M-F 9 to 6. http://visitcreation.org/item/museum-of-earth-history-dallas-tx/ 
    
[bookmark: _Hlk481668439]Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month.     http://dfw-mios.com/ 
Abilene:
The Discovery Center is a creation museum/emporium that exists primarily to provide scientific and historic evidence for the truthfulness of God’s word, especially as it relates to the creation/evolution issue. It also features some fascinating “Titanic Disaster” exhibits.   http://evidences.org/index.html 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 
Greater San Antonio area: Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast). http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily To hear creation audio programs from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address. http://www.icr.org/radio/ Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays.

Last Month at SABBSA 
[image: Image result for grand experiment dvd]Evolution: The Grand Experiment, Episode I 
This video, which we saw in August, documents many misleading museum displays, science magazine articles, and television documentaries, covering topics such as "dinosaurs with feathers," "walking whales," and "flying dinosaurs." It unmasks one of the most insidiously pervasive "fake news" stories of our time. 
Filmed in seven countries, three continents, over a 12-year period, this DVD has highlights from 12 dig sites, 60 museums, and many universities. Narrated by Andres Williams of London, and scored by British film composer Simon Wilkinson, this show has a feel of a PBS television documentary. The material in this video represents 17 years of research by Dr. Carl Werner who wrote two books on the subject
We evaluated this to be a very fine overview of the case against naturalistic evolution.
____________________________________________________________

[image: ]Next SABBSA Meeting: 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017, at 6:45 pm 
[bookmark: _Hlk489354252]Science Confirms the Bible 
This month we will show a very impactful video from Answers in Genesis featuring AiG founder Ken Ham appropriately titled "Science Confirms the Bible".
In just under an hour, you can tackle the biggest creation/evolution questions Ken Ham has been asked by teens. Featuring explanations to over a dozen "hot topics," in this fast, illustrated presentation, Ham returns again and again to the original biblical text and scientific discoveries to prove his points! Learn about DNA as evidence for the infinite God, the origin of so-called races, evidence for a worldwide Flood, the time of the Ice Age, dating methods, and more. This video is great for teens and all laymen to learn to defend creationism! 
Please join us in September for creation science and biblical apologetics teaching you will find nowhere else in Bexar County. This month we will meet at the Golden Corral Restaurant at 5071 NW Loop 410, San Antonio, TX 78229 at a new time of 6:45 pm. 
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