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We at SABBSA hope you are doing well as the temperature swings wildly this February. This month we have articles showing the limits on modeling and why this should give us pause before believing much evolutionary research. We also have a probing article on the “Legend of Atlantis” which will be a good introduction not only to this topic, but also to our upcoming two month set of programs at our monthly meetings devoted to investigating the issues related to 6000 and 12,000 year timelines as related to the Bible. We also have an article telling us of a new “dinosaur gallery” to be added at the Witte Museum. Unfortunately we also have news that the Pope has decided to embrace the bad science of the “global warming” alarmists. Finally, we have an article showing you the availability of a creation science blog from SABBSA board member Terry Read and an article from that blog which challenges a noted old earth believer and media personality to rethink things
This month’s Communiqué will be rather unique. It contains articles ranging from the esoteric to the informative with prayer requests included. Tell us what you think.

The Limits of Modeling and Extrapolation
Both evolutionists and creationists often use models and extrapolation to try and give evidence for what they believe happened in the past. There are, however, very rigid restrictions on such techniques which are often violated and which make such extrapolations useless because when extended these models no longer resemble the real world. The following excerpt from Wikipedia defines those limitations.
“In mathematics, the Courant–Friedrichs–Lewy (CFL) condition is a necessary condition for convergence while solving certain partial differential equations (usually hyperbolic PDEs) numerically by the method of finite differences. It arises in the numerical analysis of explicit time integration schemes, when these are used for the numerical solution. As a consequence, the time step must be less than a certain time in many explicit time-marching computer simulations; otherwise the simulation will produce incorrect results. The condition is named after Richard Courant, Kurt Friedrichs, and Hans Lewy who described it in their 1928 paper.”
Now let’s put this in simpler English. When we model things in the real world using differential equations, this work shows that when we change the time parameters (as we always do when we extrapolate) there is no certainty that we will get results which reflect real world results. Most people are not well versed in higher math and often will defer to scientists and mathematicians who use such techniques and take their findings as “gospel” due to their dependence on others’ expertise. What they don’t know is too often these same researchers go outside the bounds of what the math will actually let them do in a realistic sense and subsequently report findings which are not realistic nor can be proved statistically.
This warning about the limitations in mathematical modeling should give us pause whenever an evolutionist touts that his data model shows how the Earth or organisms have evolved over billions of years since they are too often stretching their model beyond the point of its mathematical reliability. In this vein we need to remember that models of the real world are just that, models and not the real thing. Whenever you start to go outside of the real world data you run the risk of saying something occurred which is at best inferred and at worst completely false. Thus, we need to take great care when a paper or other research comes out with claims of supposed proof of evolution that we carefully examine the model, data and extrapolation techniques used to assure that their claims are based on good mathematical modeling and don’t venture instead into a fantasy world existing only on paper and never in the real world.


[image: C:\Users\Scott\Documents\witte\IMG_6538.JPG]Witte to Remodel for “Dinosaur Gallery” in 2017 
The Witte museum reports that they will do major remodel to be completed in 2017 which will feature a “dinosaur gallery.” We pray that this gallery will show good science and be devoid of the “bird feathers pseudoscience” which was so pervasive in their Darwin exhibit two years ago. Note the “Gigantoraptor” model shown above which is scheduled to be the lead in to this exhibit just as it was for the Darwin Exhibit. This model, which includes protofeathers and a beak, even though neither was part of the fossil it’s supposedly based on, is example one of what we pray is not included!
Further, we would pray that their curators become much more open to creationist interpretations of these animals. Realizing of course that such hopes and prayers may not be answered, we do warn you of this upcoming remodeling, the potential effects of such a permanent exhibit and ask that anyone who has any influence with the Witte seek to have them refrain from the feathers pseudoscience and give this community a gallery which embraces all interpretations of history. Failing all of that, this gives us notice that our use as docents may be much needed in the future.

A Fresh Look at Atlantis
Daniel H. Harris, Ph.D.

[image: atlantistcapitol]Atlantis, the grand civilization, and its destruction in one day and night, have been seen as pure myth for centuries.  Yet there may be important elements of truth in the Atlantis account which can inform the wider truth of the history of civilizations which arose after the World Wide Flood in Noah’s 600th year.
 (
The Capital of Atlantis
)[image: plato]The earliest and singular credible source for the Atlantis account is Plato’s two dialogues Timaeaus and Critias, which were written about 360 BC.   Plato reports that the Atlantis account was passed to him from                                                                                     the Athenian lawgiver Solon (638BC - 558BC) who visited                                                                                  Egypt where a Priest of Sais, translated ancient Egyptian records into Greek.  That translation told of an ancient war between Athens and Atlantis which came to an end when Atlantis was destroyed in a Natural Cataclysm.  The report passed to Plato described Atlantis as a very ancient sea faring civilization located on a large island (230 x 350 miles) west of Gibraltar, accompanied by other smaller islands and a continent sized land mass beyond.   At its peak Atlantis controlled that distant continent, much of Western Europe and North West Africa, and was threatening the Eastern Mediterranean.
 (
Plato
)Conventional wisdom sees the Atlantis account as quite unbelievable, surely fictional and of little value to scholarship.  That low credibility surely                                                        rests on the mythological elements in the story given us [the first ruler of                                                            Atlantis was allegedly Atlas son of the god Poseidon] and more importantly on our modern understanding of the history of the Atlantic Ocean, which supposes a broad unchanging Atlantic with NO Cataclysms in recent millennia.   Is such a view consistent with an understanding taken from The Holy Bible?  Let’s see.
The recent revelation of a key to biblical chronology has provided a skeleton on which we can now hang all of the great events of Earth history.   In this system Creation is 12,000 years ago, The Flood is 6000 years ago, in Noah’s 600th year and the 6000th year of Creation, and the Tower of Babel is about 380 years after The Flood in about 3720 BC.
In this system there is only one continent before, during and immediately after The World Wide Flood (Gen.1:9) and the refugees from the Tower of Babel disperse across a still Single Continent.  That Single Continent splits about 850 years after The Flood in about 3150 BC, in the time of the patriarch Peleg (Gen. 10:25), whose name means Earthquake or to split. That splitting of the continents began the movement of the Earth’s crustal plates now called Plate Tectonics.  As the plates split and collided there were major volcanic eruptions, great earthquakes and the start of mountain building.
Before that split the Atlantic was a Narrow Channel. The Greeks have a legend of exactly that.  They called it The River Okeanos a fresh water river west of Gibraltar encircling the known world.   As North and South America moved west after the split in 3150 BC, strong volcanism, faulting and frequent great earthquakes made the waters west of Gibraltar dangerous to navigate.  This also is recorded in a variety of Greek legends besides Plato.
It is exactly such violent events, expected as the continents split and the Atlantic Ocean formed, that fit the Natural Cataclysm described by Plato as the end of Atlantis.
In the time after the dispersion of man at The Tower of Babel in ~3720 BC, man spread over the Single Continent establishing distinct civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley of India, and China.  It seems that Atlantis should be added to that list.  These civilizations all seem to have arisen beginning around 3500 BC.
The account of Atlantis and the rise of Post-Flood civilizations and the Natural Cataclysm in ~3150 BC all seem to fit the best biblical chronology and the records of the ancients.

Editor’s Note: Dr. Harris will be one of two presenters in the next two months at SABBSA discussing the topic of biblical timelines. He has a deep belief that the Bible can best be matched with a 12,000 year timeline for the Earth and he will present this timeline in our April meeting. Dr. Carl Williams will start off this series in our March meeting with a defense of the traditional 6000+ year timeline for the Earth and the Bible. We invite you to attend and evaluate these two perspectives.



 Below you will find an article from the blog by SABBSA board member Terry Read. We hope you find the article interesting and if so, you are welcome to go to his blog at your leisure for more discussions on why and what we believe.
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Michael Medved, Let Us Have a Real Debate!
TERRY READ BLOG 0 0
Michael,
I am sorry to hear about your cancer and I wish you well in fighting it. But I know that you do believe in God and you do believe things happen for a reason. I think there is a tremendous opportunity here for you to re-evaluate your views on some issues.
On January 27, you had Martin Meredith, author of Born in Africa, on your show. You seemed very accepting of the idea that Australopithecus afarensis was our ancestor. You flat out said that you do not believe the biblical account of the Garden of Eden.
Michael, you need to understand that this whole business of us being descended from Lucy is based on the acceptance of the General Theory of Evolution, which is the idea that through random mutations and natural selection, enough information was added to the genome of a “simple” single celled organism to create you and me, as well as all other life on this planet.
Michael, John C. Sanford is a geneticist who started two biotechnology companies, has 32 patents, was awarded “Distinguished Inventor Award” by the Central New York Patent Law Association in 1990 and 1995, and has published over 70 scientific papers in peer reviewed journals. It was because of his work that he went from being an atheist, to a theistic evolutionist, to an old earth creationist, to a young earth creationist. What he observed is that what is happening with the genome is much more consistent with the biblical record than any of these other positions.
Michael, we would never evolve from Lucy. The human genome is deteriorating. We have a whole host of genetic diseases. Genetic load is building up. Genetic mutations are practically synonymous with cancer. And you know this! You did an article on it – “Is Cancer Due Mostly to ‘Bad Luck’?” There is a 17 year old from my home town of Gallatin, Missouri that just died of cancer. This is entirely inconsistent with Darwinian evolution, but entirely consistent with the biblical account of the curse. Now that you have been diagnosed with cancer, maybe this is your opportunity to rethink things. Maybe those biblical creation people are not so crazy after all.
Michael, Roger Oakland of Understanding the Times is a scientist who turned away from the faith because of what he was taught at college. He eventually came back and is now a young earth creationist. One of the things that turned him around was when his wife miscarried in the 7th month because of a genetic mutation. That was a real reality check for him. This whole idea of things improving or advancing to more complex life through genetic mutations is a fairy tale.
Michael, you pride yourself on taking on disagreements. You let people call in on disagreement day. You give them however much time you decide to give them. Then you make your point and say “Thank you for the call.” Then you go on to the next caller. Michael, why not have a real debate? Why not have David Menton with Answers in Genesis? David Menton taught in medical school for many years. In some of his presentations, he debunks the alleged evidence that Lucy was one of our ancestors. Come on, Michael. Let us have a real debate!
 
White House and Vatican joining forces on global warming campaign
Associated Press    
VATICAN CITY (January 30, 2015) — The head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency met Friday with Vatican officials who helped draft Pope Francis' upcoming encyclical on ecology, evidence that the Obama administration is seeking to hitch its climate-change message onto that of the popular pope.
EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy told reporters that her aim in visiting was to show the Vatican how aligned President Barack Obama and Francis are on climate change. She said she wanted to stress that global warming isn't just an environmental issue, but a public health threat, and yet also a chance for economic opportunity.
"I think the most important thing that we can do, working with the pope, is to try to remind ourselves that this is really about protecting natural resources that human beings rely on, and that those folks that are most vulnerable — that the church has always been focused on, those in poverty and low income — are the first that are going to be hit and impacted by a changing climate," she said. She added, however: "It's certainly not my place to dictate to the pope what he should be doing in an encyclical."
While Pope Benedict XVI introduced solar energy to the Vatican and joined a reforestation project aimed at offsetting the Vatican's CO2 emissions, Francis has caught the world's attention for environmentalism, and his upcoming encyclical has drawn more speculation than any papal document in memory. During his recent Asia trip, Francis asserted that climate change is real and that human activity is "mostly" to blame.
Environmentalists are thrilled by his involvement, but skeptics of global warming — including religious conservatives in the U.S. — are irate that he's taking up the issue at all. This isn't the first time the Obama administration has highlighted shared interests with the pope: Obama credited Francis with helping mediate the thaw in U.S.-Cuban relations.
Editor’s Note: Unfortunately this shows the most liberal Pope in recent memory again embracing the bad science of climate change just as he has that of evolution. We pray that God shows him the damage being done by his compromises with secular beliefs and the dangers to faith when we make scripture subordinate to tentative scientific beliefs.


[image: C:\Users\Scott\Pictures\bryan-osborne.jpg]Answers in Genesis in San Antonio
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Bryan Osborne
)Fellowship Bible Church, (8603 Huebner Rd., San Antonio, TX 78240) will sponsor a creation seminar given by Bryan Osborne of Answers in Genesis on March 22 and 23, 2015. The schedule and topics to be presented are shown below. For more information call 210-699-6511 or go to the churches’ website at http://www.fbcsatx.com                  Get Directions

Schedule 

Sunday, March 22
9:30 a.m.		Do Animals Evolve? Evolution Defined
10:45 a.m.		The Relevance of Genesis in Today's World
6 p.m.			Evolution's Hero: Father Time
7:30 p.m.		Rocks and Fossils: Testimony of Noah's Flood
Please note that the Monday morning sessions listed on the next page are specifically designed for home school students.

Monday, March 23
9:30 a.m.		Dinosaurs and the Bible for Kids (Grades K-6)
10:45 a.m.		One Blood, One Race (Grades 7-12)
6 p.m.			Dinosaur Delusion: Dinosaurs, Dragons and the Bible
7:30 p.m.		Why Won't They Listen? Revealing the Unknown God


Prayer Needs and Praises! 
 
John Morris is recovering from a stroke as he continues a long term battle with muscular dystrophy. John is the long time President of the Institute for Creation Research, a PhD Geological Engineer, and one of the most prominent writers, researchers, and leaders in creation science. Pray for miraculous healing!  Dr. Morris is also giving up his post as President of ICR due to his health and we ask for prayer for the leadership ICR as they go forward.

Sue Stepanek is battling cancer. Surgery went well but recovery is slow due to her also having Celiac Disease which was discovered only after surgery. Sue is the wife of Richard Stepanek who speaks for Alpha Omega Institute. Pray for complete recovery.

SABBSA and SABA. Pray that SABBSA is given a place in this year’s Unapologetics Conference with the San Antonio Baptist association. Talks have been ongoing for 19 months on this and it is still not resolved.

Answers in Genesis and their Ark Encounter project have come under intense political attack and the state of Kentucky has now rescinded their rights to tax incentives provided to all tourist attractions such as them. Please pray that God will restore these tax incentives to Ark Encounter.



[image: C:\Users\Scott\Pictures\sabbsa2bl.bmp]SABBSA at Castle Hills FBC School
SABBSA President Scott Lane gave two full days of presentations at the Castle Hills First Baptist Church School on February 5th and 6th of 2015. Thanks so much to Castle Hills for inviting us, being such a gracious host and for affording us an unbelievably great opportunity to educate and interact with our youth who are our future. We were able to communicate a biblical interpretation of dinosaurs, biology, and give great evidence for the authority of God’s word to about 400 students and faculty.
Included in these presentations were two geared specifically for elementary age children K -4. These were talks on where dinosaurs fit into the Bible and “Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution.”  These presentations were well received by the younger kids and we would recommend them for your school or church’s young children.


Biblical Creation Seminar at Cibolo Valley Baptist Church
[image: C:\Users\Scott\Pictures\Scott.jpg]SABBSA President Scott Lane will conduct a 12 week seminar on Biblical Creationism at Cibolo Valley Baptist Church, starting on Sunday February 8, 2015 at 4:30 pm and continuing each Sunday afternoon thereafter through February, March and April.  This seminar makes it clear science and the Bible support one another as we would suspect since God spoke both into existence! Below are the topics we will cover this spring. 
February 8 – What If God Wrote the Bible? – Part I
February 15 – What If God Wrote the Bible? – Part II
February 22 – The Major Theories of Creation
March 1 – Darwin and Radiometric Dating
March 8 – Fossils, Physics and Genetics – Our World Specially Crafted by God!
March 15 – Young Earth Evidences
March 22 - Biology and Intelligent Design: Animals that Defy Evolution!
March 29 - Biology and Missing Links: Lucy Unveiled
April 5 – God, Man and Dinosaurs
April 12 - Creation and the Courts: The DeFaithing of America
April 19 – Class pick of eight remaining creation presentations
April 26 – Class pick of seven remaining creation presentations


[image: Apple]
New ICR video series to be shown at FEAST! 

 This year our FEAST Science Workshops will feature the new 12-part series from the Institute for Creation Research entitled “Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis.” Viewing this series, you’ll walk away with a fresh understanding of the sometimes difficult-to-comprehend issues surrounding creation. Our dynamic host will lead you through discoveries of truth in awe-inspiring locations around the country. We will visit gardens and nature sites throughout Texas, the Grand Canyon, Dinosaur National Monument in Utah, and the Matanuska Glacier in Alaska. 

From discussions on dinosaurs to the Ice Age, the series covers the origin of the universe, the origin of man, design, fossils, Noah’s Flood, the age of the earth, ancient civilizations, and more. We invite you to spend fourth Mondays with us at 6:30 pm for this series of videos with two episodes shown each night along with expert commentary and question and answer sessions from the staff of the San Antonio Bible Based Science Association. 

Our first three sessions this year were attended by groups of more than 50 people with a host of young kids in each seminar.  We are viewing two episodes each night with very engaging question, answer, and discussion sessions following both videos. Below is the list of topics to be covered this spring:
February 23, 2015    Dinosaurs.                                          The Ice Age. 
Young Children’s topic: "Fossils: Can you dig 'em?" The annual chocolate fossil blow
out. 
March 23, 2015     Ancient Civilization.                          Origin of the Universe. 
Young Children’s topic: "Wind beneath my wings" Demonstrating the power of the air. 
April 27, 2015     Uniqueness of Earth.                        The Big Picture
[image: C:\Users\Scott\Pictures\god of miracles.gif]Young Children’s topic: "The strength within" Unleashing the power within common
substances.




Humor Corner     
  



Around Texas 
Houston: 
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) meets the first Thursday of each month. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com. 
Glen Rose: 
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 
Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month.    
Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 
Greater San Antonio area:
Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast). http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address. http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays.




[image: http://cdn-parable.com/ProdImage/Large/47/9780310241447.jpg]Last Month at SABBSA 
The Case for a Creator
Has Science Discovered God? 
When Lee Strobel was a high school freshman, science convinced him that God didn’t exist. Since then, however, incredible scientific discoveries have not only helped restore Lee’s faith, but have strengthened it.
Lee is not alone. More and more scientists, confronted with startling, cutting-edge evidence from many areas of research, no longer believe the universe just “happened” or that life arose by mere chance. Behind a universe of staggering complexity, they are seeing signs of a Master Designer.
Are your science textbooks still telling you the same “facts” that Lee’s did years ago? This book and video tell us what some of today’s most respected experts have to say about:
The birth of the universe
Darwinism and the origin of life
The astounding fine-tuning of the cosmos
Amazing molecular machines and DNA research
Weigh the evidence for yourself. Then consider this question: Could it be that the universe looks designed … because it is?
We evaluated this to be an overall good evangelistic tool with an ID bent. While we would take issue with its acceptance of the Big Bang and deep time, the other design information shown makes this a good tool to show a disbelieving public the clear evidence of God's existence.


















Next SABBSA Meeting: 
Tuesday, February 10, 2015, at 7 pm[image: http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51nwC6i2FcL._SL500_AA300_.jpg]
Coming to SABBSA in February 
Evolution's Achilles' Heels 
Like no other work that we are aware of, fifteen Ph.D. scientists collaborated to produce a coordinated, coherent, powerful argument. All of the contributors received their doctorates from similar secular universities as their evolutionary counterparts. Each is a specialist in a field relevant to the subject: Natural selection, origin of life, geology, genetics, radiometric dating, the fossil record, cosmology, and ethics.
Evolution’s Achilles’ Heels directly demolishes the very pillars of the belief system that underpins our now-secular culture—evolutionary naturalism. It’s coupled with the Biblical command to reach the lost with the Bible’s Good News. In a nutshell, it’s a comprehensive outreach tool like no other.
This DVD has visually stunning animations and dramatic footage help to show how the theory’s supposed strengths are, in fact, its fatal flaws—Evolution’s Achilles’ Heels.
To view the trailer for this film go to 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L9TCtmoyBaI#t=52
Please join us in February for this impactful film. As always, we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey at 7 pm. Please join us for good food, fellowship and impactful Christian apologetic teaching.
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The God of the Bible is not a magician,
but He is a God of miracles.
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