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Spring is coming and this another great time to be a creationist! We hope as Easter approaches you will consider the sacrifice Christ made for us. We do a lot of celebrating around Christmas time due to the gift of Christ’s coming, and that is appropriate. However, Christmas was a gift with a promise; A promise of Christ’s sacrifice of himself for us. We should be equally celebrative and mindful of his atoning death and resurrection during this time of year.

This month’s Communiqué has information on The Witte Museum’s new dinosaur exhibit, an article on the newest research concerning how close our DNA really resembles that of chimpanzees and a report on the state senate hearings on the appointment of Deborah Cargill as the Texas State Board of Education Chairman. As always, we have a wealth of creation education opportunities available throughout the area which we have listed. We hope that you are kept well informed and enriched by this information.
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The Witte Museum’s
Dinosaurs Unearthed Exhibit:  Bigger, Better, Feathered!
There are two overarching reactions to what I saw at the Witte’s new dinosaur exhibit. For the positive, kids will love it. It has dinosaurs they love. It has two huge sandboxes where they can "unearth" fossils and dinosaur footprints and then identify them. Many of the dinosaur models are animatronic with life like sounds and motions. One dinosaur they even get to control. It has a huge video screen with these great lizards in what may be a realistic look of what their habitat may have been like. 
For the negative, this exhibit is one big propaganda machine for promoting the theory that dinosaurs evolved into birds. Almost no exhibit is spared from this theme. About ten of the models have fur (proto-feathers) including a juvenile T-Rex and a velociraptor. The whole time I was in the “exhibit” it felt more like I was in a theme park than in a museum, and I was sure I was being sold something!

As we did with the Witte’s Darwin exhibit, we will produce a Creationist’s Guide to the Witte Museum’s Dinosaurs Unearthed: Bigger Better, Feathered to help homeschoolers and other creationists to view the exhibit if they so choose through a creationist worldview of the evidence and give background on the exhibits which is lacking at the Witte. We expect to have that guide available by March 17.
Creationist Barbara Cargill is Grilled by the Texas State Senate
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AUSTIN (AP) — The head of the Texas Board of Education acknowledged Monday that she once quizzed potential curriculum experts on how conservative they were and also divided up the 15-member board based on the strength of their Christian beliefs.

Barbara Cargill is a former biology teacher and ultra-conservative who disputes the theory of evolution and has in the past voted to require that its "weaknesses" be taught in state classrooms. She was appointed chairwoman of the board by Gov. Rick Perry in 2011 when the Senate wasn't in session, but her recent reappointment must now be approved by the chamber.

During an appearance before the Nominations Committee, Sen. Kirk Watson noted that Cargill asked in a 2009 email to an applicant seeking to become a member of a team helping to devise new social studies curriculum standards for classrooms "would you consider yourself a conservative when it comes to patriotism, the Constitution, the heritage of our forefathers?"

Cargill confirmed writing the email, saying, "I'm very, very conscious of the people who apply to be on these panels."

She went on to say that her constituents "made it very clear that those were very key issues." Cargill is a Republican representing The Woodlands.

Watson, an Austin Democrat, continued, "So, you think that to be an expert in the area of social studies you need to be a political conservative?"

(Under democratic hounding Cargill did a lot of back tracking on subjects of asking review panelist applicants whether they were conservatives and said her move to arrange the board members by conservative and liberal groups was a mistake.)
An intense fight over evolution and intelligent design theory in Texas science curriculum put a national spotlight on the State Board of Education in 2009, when it adopted standards that encourage public schools to scrutinize "all sides" of scientific theory.

From the committee, Cargill's nomination heads to the full Senate. That body has not approved a board chairman since 2005, though, and four years ago it made headlines by rejecting Perry's reappointment of Don McLeroy, a conservative who advocated teaching creationism in public schools.

If Cargill is eventually approved, she will oversee the board's consideration of new science and social studies textbooks for public schools this year and next. Last month, she told the Senate Education Committee that she wants publishers to offer "another side" on evolution in new textbooks.

Cargill said Monday, however, that her comments were taken out of context and that she has always believed science should be taught in school and that religion should be limited to church or home. (More backtracking by Cargill.)
Still, Sen. Donna Campbell, a New Braunfels Republican, indicated during the hearing that she favors debating evolution in the classroom: "We don't want to eliminate those things that you still have to go on faith that are out there."

"There are some things that we're not going to know until we go on to eternity," she said, "Obviously, I am a Christian and I do believe in God as the creator of life."
Editor’s Note: Mrs. Cargill has been a staunch supporter of the conservative agenda and a friend to the creation cause in Texas, but the pressure on her to cave or compromise with the secular mainstream is immense. Please pray for this lady as she meets the challenges of the future in this volatile place she is in.

Human-Chimp DNA Comparisons Yields Lower Genetic Similarity 

Based on articles by Jeffrey Tomkins, Ph.D. * 
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Several research estimates by evolutionists said that our DNA is amazingly close to chimpanzees; their latest estimates had put our genome and chimps as more than 98% identical. They proudly touted that there was now only a 1.2% difference between the genomes of the two species. That should have meant a difference of just 40 million base pairs out of over 3 billion, which is mighty close.
There are other things which seem to validate an evolutionary link between the two genomes. Not only was the matching of DNA put at 1.2%, but the two genomes differ in the total amount of base pairs by only 100 million base pairs (both are over 3 billion base pairs which is fairly close). Chimps have 48 chromosomes and we have 46 and we think we can see places like in our chromosome 2 where two chromosomes have been fused together to form one chromosome so that seemed to fit too.

However, this all started to unravel when ICR researcher Jeffrey Tompkins and others started to analyze the evolutionist’s 1.2% difference report in 2005. The data released by their research showed more than a 5% difference when reanalyzed by others. And this was on a study which included only about 2% of the total genome because they intentionally did not include most of the 98% of genome which at that time was thought by evolutionists to be “junk DNA.” This was never highly discussed by the genetics researchers and they allowed the public to mistakenly assume that when they were talking about a 98%+ match that they were talking about matching the whole genomes of the two species and not just the genes.
This spurred creationists like Tompkins to do what they called their 5X study in 2007. To do this study they got approximately 740 nucleotides samples of human and chimp DNA from each chromosome in each species and compared them by what is called the BLASTN technique. This technique compares DNA samples and attempts to first align them in the most favorable way possible, and then analyzes their likeness. Chimp sequences were compared to four different versions of the human genome using the commonly employed genetic BLASTN algorithm.
15 different experiments testing a comprehensive set of algorithm parameters were performed. These involved 600,000 attempted alignments between the chimp sequences and the human genome. In this set of experiments, no low-complexity sequence masking was performed (getting rid of “junk DNA”). All of the available DNA sequence was tested and none of it was excluded.

The masking of low-complexity DNA sequence is a feature that is typically utilized by evolutionists when they compare DNA. Masking supposedly removes the non-coding portions of the genome that are not conducive to evolutionary results. 

However, science has proven that the entire human genome is functional and virtually every region is critical to cell life. Additionally, evolutionists are now reversing themselves and claiming that the non-coding DNA is where important features related to human evolution are located and, thus, are important areas to study as well.

Nevertheless, in the second phase of human-chimp experiments, the 600,000 alignments of the first phase were completely repeated while using low-complexity sequence masking. As a result, a sum total of 1.2 million attempted alignments between the chimp and human genomes were performed, generating one of the most comprehensive genome-wide DNA sequence similarity studies ever conducted between chimp and human. 

The results of the 5X study showed that 11% to 14% difference between the genomes and concluded that the human genome shares no immediate genetic ancestry with chimpanzees; mankind’s supposed closest living relative. It was later revealed to the creationist research team that the NCBI staff had supplied chimp sequences which had been pre-screened for similarity to the human genome. Thus, they were not truly random chimp genome sequences, but known to be homologous to human DNA at some level. Thus, the results were bad for evolution in spite of the evolutionists trying to “rig the game!”
Results from this comprehensive study unequivocally indicate that the human and chimpanzee genomes are at least 10 to 12 percent less identical than is commonly claimed. These results are more clearly in line with the large anatomical and behavioral differences observed between human and chimp.

Latest 6X study 2012
A more recent 6X study reported by Tompkins in 2012 showed an extreme dissimilarity (> 30%) between human and chimp Y chromosome DNA sequence. 
In the phase 3, 6X study only 69% of the chimpanzee X chromosome was similar to human and only 43% of the Y chromosome. Chimp autosomal similarity to human on average was 70.7% with a range of 66.1% to 77.9%, depending on the chromosome (Table 1 and Fig. 1). Genome-wide, only 70% of the chimpanzee DNA was similar to human under the most optimal sequence-slice conditions. 

Chimpanzees and humans share many localized protein-coding regions of high similarity. However, overall there is extreme DNA sequence discontinuity between the two genomes. This current study along with several other recent reports confirms this. This defies standard evolutionary time-scales and dogmatic presuppositions about a common ancestor.
The charts below reflect the data from this last study.

Table 1. Individual chromosome similarities for chimpanzee compared to human using optimized sequence slices and the BLASTN algorithm.

	Chromosomes compared
	Optimized slice size producing top similarity (number bases)
	Percent chimp sequence aligned to human

	1
	350
	70.9

	2A, 2B vs 2 (human)
	300
	69.0

	3
	300
	68.9

	4
	300
	66.1

	5
	300
	68.2

	6
	300
	69.2

	7
	350
	67.3

	8
	300
	68.4

	9
	350
	70.1

	10
	300
	71.0

	11
	300
	70.8

	12
	300
	70.1

	13
	300
	70.8

	14
	300
	71.6

	15
	350
	72.0

	16
	450
	73.3

	17
	500
	76.1

	18
	250
	72.5

	19
	500
	72.0

	20
	400
	75.2

	21
	500
	76.2

	22
	450
	77.9

	X
	300
	69.4

	Y
	400
	43.2
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Conclusions

· Evolutionary Reports of Human / Chimp DNA being almost 99% identical are grossly false

· To get those results they had to ignore more than 98% of both genomes

· In truth, under the best conditions chimp DNA differs from ours by more than 30%

· This defies standard evolutionary time-scales and dogmatic presuppositions about a common ancestor.  We did not evolve from chimps!
This article uses information from two articles by Dr. Tompkins with ICR. For more information go to those articles at http://www.icr.org/article/human-chimp-dna-comparison-research/ and http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/arj/v6/n1/human-chimp-chromosome#sthash.EJQTBhdj.dpuf 
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Humor Corner
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Dr. Duane Gish is with the Lord!
It is with great personal sadness, but also with warm feelings of gratitude that we inform you that one of the giants in the field of creation science has died. Biochemist Dr. Duane Gish (February 17, 1921 - March 5, 2013) of the Institute of Creation Research (ICR) has gone to be with the Lord.  Dr. Gish was 92 years old. Dr. Gish was a mentor to our President, Scott Lane, and Scott will be eternally grateful for the time Dr. Gish spent guiding him.

Dr. Gish was noted for decades as the premiere debater on the side of creation science. His patented talks on “the monarch butterfly” and “whale evolution” are classic and timeless. Gish is a former vice-president of ICR and the author of numerous publications on the subject of scientific creationism. Gish was called "creationism's T.H. Huxley" for the way he "relished the confrontations" of formal debates with prominent evolutionary biologists, usually held on university campuses." 
We celebrate his life and accomplishments. He will be sorely missed, but we are also mindful that he is in a better place and relieved from the deteriorating condition he was in for the last year or more. This is a man who surely was greeted at the gates with the words “come in my good and faithful servant!”
January through April 2013 - Creation Science Seminar 
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Scott Lane is continuing a creation science seminar featuring a series of multi-media presentations. All presentations will begin at 5:15 pm on Sunday evenings at Live Oak First Baptist Church,                                           11560 Toepperwein Road (map) Live Oak, Texas 78233. We have enjoyed good and faithful crowds for this seminar so far!

The schedules of presentations are listed below (see our SABBSA resources page at www.sabbsa.org/resources for a synopsis of each of these presentations): 


March 10 - Biological Evidences for a Created World
March 17 - Biology and Missing Links
March 24 - God and Dinosaurs
April 7 – “His Wisdom in the Cell” with Dr. Daniel Harris


Call 210-861-0454 for more information. 
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McQueeney Baptist Church Creation Series
201 Schumann Road, McQueeney, Tx. 78123
We are happy to announce the scheduling of a series of creation talks in the Lake McQueeney area. The schedule below details the dates and topics. The first three presentations are by SABBSA President Scott Lane. Check our website for details on each presentation. The last presentation will be a special one by SABBSA board member Dr. Daniel Harris. 
Sunday, April 7 "What If God Wrote the Bible?"
Sunday, April 14 Underpinnings: Fossils, Physics, and Genetics
Sunday, April 21 Young Earth Evidences
Sunday, April 28 "His Wisdom in the Cell" with Dr. Daniel Harris
For more information call (830) 557-5532
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Science Workshop Movies at FEAST

“Popcorn and a Movie” night will be on the 4th Monday of each month at 6:30 pm. We have enjoyed large and enthusiastic crowds for these events this year, while viewing the very best and latest data in the field of creation science! 

Listed below are the Movie titles that we have scheduled for each month as well as our guest moderator.
March 25 - “Darwin’s Dilemma” with Scott Lane handling Q&A

April 22 - "Metamorphosis" + a presentation on the Monarch Butterfly by Scott Lane
A companion young children’s program will also be provided for ages 5-10.

SABBSA Polo Shirts 

SABBSA polo shirts will be available for order at our next meeting. The cost to order one will be $33 per shirt. Two examples of the shirts with the SABBSA logo will be on hand at our next meeting!
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Dr. Jobe Martin to speak in San Antonio!

Dr. Jobe Martin, writer, creation speaker and producer of the fantastic series of creation films “Animals which Defy Evolution!” will speak in San Antonio on May 17 and 18 at the Family Educators Alliance of South Texas (FEAST) 23rd annual Home School Convention and Curriculum Fair at 25 Burwood Lane, San Antonio, TX 78216. We will print more information about his topics and times as they become available.
Around Texas 

Houston: 
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) meets the first Thursday of each month. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com. 

Glen Rose: 
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 

Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 

Greater San Antonio area:
Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast). http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address. http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. 
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Last Month at SABBSA 
"Ape-Men: The Grand Illusion" 
The consensus among secular scientists is that man evolved from an ape-like creature over a period of millions of years. But what is that claim based on? 

In this illustrated lecture presentation featuring Dr. Terry Mortenson, we saw that the "scientific evidence" does not stand up to scrutiny and that Christian leaders trying to fit ape-men into Genesis are seriously mistaken. The gospel importance of the supernatural creation of Adam and Eve is then made clear. We saw that the idea of ape-men is a grand illusion, deceiving millions and undermining both the clarity and authority of Scripture and the gospel message itself! 

Next regular meeting: Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 7 pm
Coming to SABBSA in March- "The Origins Film Series" 
 Our program in March will include short presentations of the current research on 
human - chimp DNA comparisons as well as a report on the new "Dinosaurs Unearthed: Bigger, Better and Feathered" exhibit at the Witte Museum. 

We will then view the first two segments of the classic "Origins Film Series" as it has been edited for new discoveries in science and release on DVD. The first video is entitled the "Origin of the Universe" and it examines the Big Bang Theory. This video shows that evolution is not an exception to the Law of Entropy (everything is wearing out), but that it clearly violates it. 

The second episode is called "Earth: A Young Planet." This video gives many 
young Earth evidences, but also includes some of the best explanations of
Carbon 14 and radiometric dating we have, and shows how these methods do not substantiate long ages for the Earth. 

Please join us on March 12 for this wide ranging program and warm Christian fellowship! 

