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We are moving out of summer and into fall even though the temperature doesn’t feel like it yet. Our kids are back in school even though they don’t want to be. Football is here. We hope you are having a smooth transition into the fall activities.

This month’s Communiqué contains an article on the new findings on inorganic oil and gas formation and its implications in the creation debate. We also have an article from Spike Psarris on how our sun is specially made for us! And finally, we have an article on the Gallop poll released this summer showing that a strong plurality of Americans hold creationist worldviews, in spite of the all out assault on this position put on every day by our institutions of learning and our government! That is a testament to the strength of our God and how He is using creation ministries to speak His truth! We hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter from SABBSA!
Non-organic oil—DeYoung—oil below pre-Cambrian rock—God deposits

Question? How is oil and gas made in the earth? Answer from both evolutionists and creationists: It’s made from decomposed organic matter Truth: That’s at least half wrong! 
This is the startling truth now being discussed by both young earth creationists and old earth geologists. While some of the oil and gas we take out of the ground was made from decomposed vegetable and animal matter, much of it is now being proved to come from inorganic sources!

How do we know this? The answer starts in the North Sea, one of the oldest oil fields in the world. Parts of it were thought to have been “played out” (out of oil) years ago. But recently we have found the oil is being replenished from underground. At first the theory was that nearby oil reserves from under the continent were leaking horizontally (sideways) and seeping back into the North Sea field. This would not be uncommon since it has been shown that most oil reserves, stored under cap rock, did not form there, but seeped there through porous rock layers until they became trapped under impermeable cap rock. The position of adjacent fields, their depth, the absence of oil finds in between these fields and the results of underground sonar all confirm however that this is not the case. So where is it coming from?
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The answer is that it is coming from deep within the earth in the mantle and is being produced or was produced by a means not involving organic matter (called “abiogenic oil”)! This theory is confirmed when we see the depth of many oil finds to be below the “Pre-Cambrian” rock layer! This means oil exists and was produced in the earth below the level at which there could have been organic matter by anyone’s interpretation of history, either creationist or evolutionist! Evolutionists have been scratching their heads in quiet discussions for some years in search of what type of chemical processes are going on deep within the earth to produce oil, and they have come up with processes which could produce oil without organic matter, but as usual they involve deep time (millions of years) which creationist evidence has shown does not exist on the earth. Also, they have spent much time debating the presence or non-presence of “organic markers” in oil finds to try and identify which were made organically and which were not.

The traditional debate has been that evolutionists would argue that since all oil we find is the product of decomposed organic matter which requires millions of years under temperature and pressure to form under the earth, it proves the earth to be old. The normal creationist comeback is that we have found that if the right chemical catalysts are added to decaying plant matter (a peat bog), that this organic matter, when subjected to rapid burial and temperature and pressure can be produce high grade oil and gas in a very short period of time. The classic example of this is the lake below Mount St. Helens where is was shown that the pyroclastic blast that swept all of the trees of the side of the mountain into the lake also deposited, quite naturally, the correct catalysts necessary to ensure rapid formation of oil and natural gas once this tree matte and forming peat bog were buried and subjected to temperature and pressure (which exemplifies what we believed happened frequently in the Noahic Flood).
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The only problem with this explanation is that we have been counting on the earth to conveniently deliver just the right catalysts and conditions each time we find an oil field and the odds are against that. The discovery of non-organic fields below the Pre-Cambrian layer shows that oil formation via the creationist world view does not have to depend on such questionable circumstances, but has been produced in completely different ways than previously discussed or taught in schools.
Creation geologist Dr. Donald DeYoung has done the early work on this subject from the creation side and has come up with a unique perspective. Unlike the evolutionists who are theorizing chemical reaction scenarios deep in the earth which seem very unlikely, DeYoung says that we may well be looking at what he calls “theobaric oil.” This is oil made by God at the creation and which was moved by the upheaval of the flood to its modern day collection points. A summary of DeYoung’s findings are listed below:
1. The biogenic process that supposedly converted organic matter into the full suites of oils and gases is a seriously deficient idea.

2. The abiogenic (inorganic) route has some merits, but is ill-defined in terms of its geochemistry and secondary migration. Its main support comes from those who see problems with biogenic oil, but are not willing to accept any form of metaphysical origin of oil.

3. Neither of the two models provides a geological explanation as to how oil and gas entered reservoirs while they were still at shallow depth, and how the hydrocarbons were subsequently retained.

4. We are therefore left with the distinct possibility that oil and gas was made by God in the Creation Week, and that they moved into their present positions during the biblical Flood.

5. Scientific and theological reasons have been provided to substantiate this thesis.

6. The conclusions about the origin of oil confirm that the bulk of the fossiliferous geological strata are Flood deposits.

7. This means we have some potential potentially powerful Christian apologetics.
I recommend the reading of DeYoung’s fascinating article on this subject at http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/arj/v1/n1/origin-of-oil 

What all of this means is that the subject of oil and gas formation is not as simple as either the creationists or the evolutionists have been advertising. The good news is that the truth makes our case even stronger when it is examined through good science and a biblical world view. The challenge for our future is to get this information over to vastly misinformed publics on both sides of this issue.
Gallup Poll: Americans' Views on Evolution, Creationism Little Changed June 1, 2012
In U.S., 46% Hold Creationist View of Human Origins

Highly religious Americans most likely to believe in creationism

By Frank Newport, Huffington Post 
PRINCETON, NJ—Forty-six percent of Americans believe in the creationist view that God created humans in their present form at one time within the last 10,000 years. The prevalence of this creationist view of the origin of humans is essentially unchanged from 30 years ago, when Gallup first asked the question. About a third of Americans believe that humans evolved, but with God's guidance; 15% say humans evolved, but that God had no part in the process.


Gallup has asked Americans to choose among these three explanations for the origin and development of human beings 11 times since 1982. Although the percentages choosing each view have varied from survey to survey, the 46% who today choose the creationist explanation is virtually the same as the 45% average over that period—and very similar to the 44% who chose that explanation in 1982. The 32% who choose the "theistic evolution" view that humans evolved under God's guidance is slightly below the 30-year average of 37%, while the 15% choosing the secular evolution view is slightly higher (12%).

The Most Religious Americans Are Most Likely to Be Creationists
Gallup's question wording explicitly frames the three alternatives in terms of God's involvement in the process of human development, making it less than surprising to find that the more religious the American, the more likely he or she is to choose the creationist viewpoint.
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Two-thirds of Americans who attend religious services weekly choose the creationist alternative, compared with 25% of those who say they seldom or never attend church. The views of Americans who attend almost every week or monthly fall in between those of the other two groups. Still, those who seldom or never attend church are more likely to believe that God guided the evolutionary process than to believe that humans evolved with no input from God.

Majority of Republicans Are Creationists
Highly religious Americans are more likely to be Republican than those who are less religious, which helps explain the relationship between partisanship and beliefs about human origins. The major distinction is between Republicans and everyone else. While 58% of Republicans believe that God created humans in their present form within the last 10,000 years, only 39% of independents and 41% of Democrats agree.
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Those with Postgraduate Education Least Likely to Believe in Creationist Explanation
Americans with postgraduate education are most likely of all the educational groups to say humans evolved without God's guidance, and least likely to say God created humans in their present form within the last 10,000 years. The creationist viewpoint "wins" among Americans with less than a postgraduate education.
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Implications
Despite the many changes that have taken place in American society and culture over the past 30 years, including new discoveries in biological and social science, there has been virtually no sustained change in Americans' views of the origin of the human species since 1982. The 46% of Americans who today believe that God created humans in their present form within the last 10,000 years is little changed from the 44% who believed this 30 years ago, when Gallup first asked the question.

More broadly, some 78% of Americans today believe that God had a hand in the development of humans in some way, just slightly less than the percentage who felt this way 30 years ago.

All in all, there is no evidence in this trend of a substantial movement toward a secular viewpoint on human origins.

Most Americans are not scientists, of course, and cannot be expected to understand all of the latest evidence and competing viewpoints on the development of the human species. Still, it would be hard to dispute that most scientists who study humans agree that the species evolved over millions of years, and that relatively few scientists believe that humans began in their current form only 10,000 years ago without the benefit of evolution. Thus, almost half of Americans today hold a belief, at least as measured by this question wording that is at odds with the preponderance of the scientific literature.

Editors Note: There couldn’t be better evidence than this poll to show the impact the creation ministry is having on the American public. Without us I dare say these numbers would be sliding to the evolutionary side. It is also interesting to note that a post-graduate education extinguishes an additional 20% reduction of belief in the creationist worldview. Thank God for his leading in this area!

Now here is one of the articles in Spike Psarris’ newsletter last month which proclaims God’s special provision for us!

Our Sun, and the Book of Isaiah
Evolutionists like to claim that our Sun is merely an average star, just one among trillions. There’s no reason to believe our Sun is unusual—or so they say. After all, if our Sun were special, that might support the idea that a benevolent Creator made it for us.

Nevertheless, our Sun is special indeed. If you’ve seen my second astronomy DVD, you know that Chapter 6 shows how our Sun is unique. Recent discoveries continue to support this. 
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As I pointed out in my DVD, stars come in a variety of sizes, colors, and temperatures. As a single ‘Class G’ star, our Sun is very well suited to support life on Earth. Most other stars are not. For example, the most common stars (about 75% of all stars) are red dwarfs. 
These stars commonly emit flares: eruptions of superheated material, radiation, and charged particles blasted out into space. They do this so frequently that they’re often called “flare stars.” Large-enough flares can sterilize any planets orbiting these stars.

Although our Sun occasionally releases small flares, they’re gentle compared to what we see elsewhere. We’ve seen other stars produce “superflares” up to 10 million times more energetic than those from our Sun. Is our Sun so quiet merely because of its size, temperature, and other characteristics? No. Even among Sun-like stars, our Sun is unique. 

A recent study of solar-type stars found that many had erupted in superflares. Of 83,000 stars that were observed, 148 erupted in just 120 days of observing. Extend this rate out, and each solar-type star would have more than a 50% chance of erupting every 100 years. This result is consistent with previous studies that showed that solar-type stars erupt about once per century. Over thousands of years, a typical Sun-like star should have multiple massive eruptions. Yet there is no evidence that our Sun has ever emitted a superflare.

As the study’s summary in Nature noted, “The flares on our Sun are thousands of times punier than those on similar stars.” But why? Secular astronomers are scratching their heads over this.
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They attribute the Sun’s gentleness to a lack of large sunspots. But that doesn’t really explain anything. Why should the Sun have smaller sunspots than other solar-type stars? They don’t know.

But creationary astronomers aren’t surprised by this. As Isaiah 45:18 says, the Lord created the heavens and Earth “not in vain…He formed it to be inhabited.” Since our Sun was designed by a masterful Creator to support life, we shouldn’t be surprised that it supports life very well.

Meanwhile, secular scientists are still grasping for some excuse to deny a Creator. They still wish to find other worlds like ours, so that ours won’t seem so unique.

Our Earth, Sun, and Solar System are fearfully and wonderfully made to be our home—and to proclaim the glory of their Creator.

May His name be praised!
Now if you want a real laugh, go to Spike’s website and read his whole newsletter including a fantastic piece on a secular scientist who actually got an article published in a “serious scientific journal” with the topic of:
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Alien Planets Have “Advanced” Dinosaurs.
Now, what is this ridiculous idea based on? Observation? NO! Speculation and extrapolation of what they believe about evolution? YES! 
It is believed by some scientists that if the dinosaurs had not gone extinct that they would have evolved higher brain functions and become the dominant species on this planet in our stead. Thus as their logic goes, there must be a planet somewhere where that line of evolution went forward! This is in spite of the fact we have yet to find a habitable world much less any hint of life out there yet! If you want to see just how far afield of observational science is going, read Spike’s articles at www.creationastronomy.com 

The Cambridge Declaration on Consciousness

There is a new declaration signed by some prominent scientists called The Cambridge Declaration on Consciousness. The animal rights advocates see it as an argument to treat animals humanely. But this is part of the article and the idea that causes a problem: "For millennia, humans have held onto their hubris regarding the belief in human superiority. Perhaps the Cambridge Declaration of Consciousness will inspire a different attitude and further research into the minds of all non-human creatures. Starting with animal rights through to veganism, changing the minds of those who believe humans are “top dog” will be a challenge." This will undoubtedly be used to spread a further thesis of evolution as we are “just another animal” and we should act accordingly! For more information on this movement go to the links below:
Scientists Proclaim Animal and Human Consciousness the Same
http://www.care2.com/causes/scientists-proclaim-animal-and-human-consciousness-the-same.html

This is the actual declaration:
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http://fcmconference.org/img/CambridgeDeclarationOnConsciousness.pdf
Science Workshop Movies at FEAST

Popcorn and a Movie night will be on the 4th Monday of each month. Below are the Movie titles that we have scheduled for each month as well as our guest moderator.
September - "The Privileged Planet" with astronomer Dr. Daniel Harris handling Q&A

October - "Unlocking the Mystery of Life" with biology teacher Alden Johnson handling Q & A

January - "What You Aren't Being Told About Astronomy: Our Created Solar System" with Dr. Daniel Harris handling the Q&A

February - "What You Aren't Being Told About Astronomy: Our Created Stars and Galaxies" with Dr. Daniel Harris handling the Q&A

March - "Darwin: the Voyage that Shook the World" or “Darwin’s Dilemma” with Scott Lane handling Q&A

April - "Incredible Creatures Which Defy Evolution; Volume 1, 2 or 3", "Icons of Evolution", "Expelled", Thousands not Billions", or "Metamorphosis" with appropriate SABBSA staff doing the Q&A
A companion young children’s program will also be provided.
Around Texas 
Houston:
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) meets the first Thursday of each month. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.

Glen Rose:
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 

Dallas-Ft Worth:
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 

Greater San Antonio area:
Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast). http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address. http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. 
Last Month at SABBSA
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The Great Global Warming Debate:  The Facts, the Fiction and the Future 
Former US Vice President Al Gore, Nature and Science magazines and the news media are all proclaiming that man is responsible for global warming. Their alarmist call to action is that we need to act now before the climate becomes uncontrollable and most of the world overheats. The cultural confusion is rampant. Atmospheric scientist, Michael Oard, examined the observed data and concluded that global warming is having a smaller affect than forecast, that natural processes are responsible for more than 50% of it, and that we have time for unbiased research. 

Scientist Michael Oard has spent 30 years as a meteorologist and six years as a research meteorologist at the University of Washington. He has published several articles on meteorology in multiple peer reviewed periodicals. 

We were impressed by the depth of Oard’s data and the amount of data and background information being withheld from the general public on this issue.
Next regular meeting: Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at 7 pm
Coming to SABBSA in September—A Brief, But True, History of Time 
We will watch the video by Dr. Mark Harwood titled: "A Brief, But True, History of Time" produced by Creation Ministries International (61 minutes long). In tracing the chronological timeline of biblical history from Creation to the Cross, Dr. Harwood reveals the exciting implications of taking Genesis as true history, and shows how the scientific evidence is actually consistent with it. The big picture of the gospel message presented is good news indeed! Please join us in September for this fine apologetics teaching. 

For a preview of this video or to order it go to http://usstore.creation.com/catalog/brief-true-history-time-p-1104.html 
As always, we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of Ramsey and San Pedro. You are cordially invited to attend for dinner, the video and the good Christian fellowship.
