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Greetings from SABBSA. This month’s Communiqué has all the regular features with information about coming events, creation humor and feedback on last month’s program. We also have two articles on the value of what we are doing and an introspective look on how much we don’t know in the arena of molecular biology. We hope you are off to a good start to the summer. Enjoy the newsletter.
Are We a Problem or a Solution?

We have been getting a lot of input recently from people about what we do. One gentleman from Castle Hills First Baptist sent Carl a rather lengthy and well thought out letter detailing the weaknesses in what he calls the Strong Young Earth Creation (SYEC) position. The author, like many in Christianity, question our staunch and literal interpretation of scripture, and find it divisive. Skip Tilton on the other hand gave us two presentations last month underscoring the value in the Genesis message being pivotal to the rest of the gospel message. The question is, is it better for the faith if we compromise a little on young earth or stay our ground?
The article I reference makes the argument that what we should be about is preaching Jesus and getting along in Christianity rather than fighting over young or old earth or the absolute interpretation of scripture. This article made several good points in a very well thought out paper, but many which simply muddy the waters and take us away from the primary question of whether the Bible can be trusted as inerrant and can be read literally. The author makes a good case for this not being a simple question of young versus old earth and poses that this is not crucial to our Christian beliefs and therefore we should not fight over it.
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With that conclusion he is dead wrong. If the Bible cannot be read literally and we cannot trust God to make interpretation of it clear for us, then we open ourselves to any amount of wayward interpretations of scripture. Further, all of the arguments against the SYEC are turned backwards. While AIG may believe that a young earth creation is essential to the gospel (and I think they have good arguments for that position), it is the effect of the public believing that the Bible has been disproved by science and that it cannot be trusted as literal fact and that it can be interpreted any way you like that is the crux of the issue.
This is where the general public makes the logical conclusion that if Christians cannot even agree whether the Bible is to be taken literally, and science has disproven the Bible, then why should they believe anything about Christ???This is where this whole debate centers. It is not only a question of the interpretation and authority of God's word, but has become a stumbling block for the unsaved because of a suspicion on the authority of God's word. If we compromise we gain the support of some men, but lose the ability to talk to others who are lost about the infallibility of His word.
It is becoming more apparent to me all the time that a really good presentation on what we do and why we do it is needed and essential for our ministry. That will be the next presentation project I undertake this summer. It is essential to churches that we communicate why the creation message is important to them. And, it is essential that we clearly communicate to pastors and staff why our message is important to them and their church and worth the risk of our inherent divisiveness.
How Much We Don’t Know?
In the Thursday, May 31, 2012 Express-News was a ridiculous story entitled “Extra Genes gave Tomato plus over Dinosaurs.” Articles like this always catch my eye, because they invariably show both an evolutionary bias and assume knowledge of the genome which we do not possess. This article showed both of these in spades.
The article discusses how a consortium of plant geneticists from 14 countries has spent the last nine years decoding the tomato genome (Heinz1706) in hopes of breeding better ones. The results of this study are interesting, but the interpretation is both mind boggling and sad. They found that the tomato has 7,000 more genes than humans. Genes are regions in the DNA which code for the production of proteins, enzymes or other chemical products. As noted in the article, this fact alone does not make the tomato more complex than us, in that our DNA actually codes for more chemical products in spite of having less gene locales via a widely used design in our genome called “alternative splicing” where the same gene can code for multiple chemical products as directed by the control factors elsewhere in the DNA strand and interpreted via the reader RNA by an unknown subroutine known as the “splicing code.”
The article compares the DNA of the tomato, to that of the potato and found them to be 92% similar. Be wary when you hear claims like that, because of the “short cuts” geneticists use to derive genomic decodings. Often they do not decode as much as 8% of the DNA (end cap telomere regions) due to an assumption that these areas are all non-coding “junk” areas. Recent research has shown this to be far from the truth, and thus decoding only parts of any genome when assuming we know what a part is for when we truly do not is more than just brash or fool hardy, it is intellectual suicide.

The article admits that even though both genomes have been decoded, the genes which lead the tomato to produce more “tubers” have yet to be identified. A genome being decoded is an oxymoron in itself. Let me tell you what that means. It means we think we know in what sequence all of the base pairs for the genome are.
DNA in both plants and animals use the same four base chemicals to attach to the DNA spine (adenine, cytosine, guanine, thymine, some use an alternate code of uricil as does the RNA code). The order in which the four “letters” or “digits” is placed codes for the information to be used to produce chemicals in the organism, or design blue prints for construction of the organism or regulatory functions for the organism or a host of other functions which our omniscient Creator for saw and which we are only now beginning to find out how little we understand about the complexity of His creations.
By comparing the tomato used to produce ketchup to a known wild variety and comparing both to the grapevine genome which they have decided are related (came from a common ancestor) they surmise that the wild variety of tomato accidentally made two spare copies of its genome and that mutations in those two spare copies over the last 70 million years have lead to the differences between the grapevine and the tomato. The article says that geneticists can “visualize” the occurrence of this tripling of the grapevine DNA and its development into the tomato by looking at the two genomes.
This statement shows both the ridiculous nature of this whole investigation and the guaranteed falsity of its conclusions. Their conclusions are based on assumption that the tomato and grapevine evolved from the same earlier plants. That is a wrong evolutionary assumption which guarantees all further conclusions will be false.
They further assume they can date when this tripling of the code took place and where mutation and changes occurred in the tomato genome due to assumed rates of mutation we see today and evidence of it in the past in other genomes. This is another false set of assumptions which doom their conclusions since it has been shown that such rates of mutation are tenuous at best and the research rates vary so widely as to make any rate they used to calculate when and how all this happened to be merely arbitrary numbers they chose because it fit their own “vision” of how this all occurred. So it’s not the DNA telling us all of these supposed scientific findings, but it is the geneticists imposing their unfounded and evolutionary assumptions upon that genome to tell us an evolutionary story which never occurred and which the DNA does not verify.
Perhaps the simplest way to explain how we know that they do not know what they are talking about is to show you how little we know about DNA. We think we know that it is “computer code” using four base “letters.” But, we do not know what the “language” is that translates this all into chemicals, construction of organs or regulatory functions. Neither have we even figured out the reference frame for reading the DNA.
Let’s give an example of this. The sentence ENCOMPARINGTHEGEMOMESWECANNOT READ THEMBECAU should read WHEN-COMPARING-THE-GEMOMES-WE-CANNOT-READ-THEM-BECAUSE. We cannot “read” the DNA code for several reasons, the first of which is we do know the reference frame. This means we do not know where sentences of information begin and end as was true in this example, nor do we even know where “words” begin and end because we don’t know the language (note my example started in the middle of a word because we literally, like an infant do not know what we are looking at). 
For example let’s say we use the letters C, G, T and A to stand for the four base chemical letters named adenine (A), cytosine (C), guanine (G), thymine (T), If it were true (and it’s not) that the letter R=CG, E=GGG, A=TT, D=CGC, T= GGT, H= CCC M= TGC and spaces between words are denoted by the chemical letter “AA” and a space between letters is denoted by A, then just the two words “READ-THEM” would code as CGAGGGATTACGCAAGGTACCCAGGGATGC. The problem as you now can see is that we do not know the alphabet of the language being used, its grammar, nor its structure. Thus it has eluded us how to read the DNA in any way.
What we have crudely done is notice that when sections of DNA are changed or eliminated that the production of certain proteins or other chemicals is affected and thus we think we know that his region codes for that action. This is an assumption which may or may not be true since we are trying to read print for a language we do not know. More erroneously assuming that we know that the “language” was accidentally derived and is not designed not only dooms us to wrong conclusions about what it says, it also dooms us to never figuring out what the language is since we do not recognize there to be a “designer” and thus exclude all research into a designed system.
This is the true tragedy for biology today. It is a whole field devoted to proving evolution (a wrong starting assumption) which precludes all research into the design of things as constructed by a Creator, We have no chance of discovering what He did because we refuse to acknowledge He did it and instead continue to look for “accidental creation” of chemical instructions. This is both arrogant and destructive to scientific advancement.

Our efforts are akin to the three year old looking at a book and faking the reading of that book even though he does not know the language or the grammar. He can construct any story he likes because he does not know what he doesn’t know. And while that bothers him, it does not stop him from claiming his ability to read when he is doing nothing of the sort, because he can’t yet.
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The child does have numerous advantages over the scientist however, since he acknowledges that someone wrote and created that book he is faking reading. Because of this he can pay attention to a teacher in the future which will teach him the created alphabet and created grammar and allow him to truly read the created information coded for on each page because he was instructed on its design. 
We are missing the whole picture of biology today because our first assumption of there not being a “designer” dooms us not to look for His designs and thus we automatically miss them. What a tragedy for science! In talking with molecular and cell biologist Dr. Ray Bohlin, PhD, a fellow with the Discovery Institute, he lamented how “this should be the most exciting time to draw our best minds into the field of biology since there is almost limitless amount of things to be explored and discovered.” Instead we are driving off those who would search for the mind of the Creator and limiting investigation. What is passing for science today are these evolutionary stories which are pure fabrications of ”children” who do not yet know how to read!
June 22-23, 2012, 25th Annual Home Educators Conference and Book Fair in Austin at the Palmer Events Center. Go to www.cheact.org for more information.
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Dr. John Morris of ICR will be speaking later this month at the home school convention in Austin. A listing of his speaking topics is below:
What Really Happened to the Dinosaurs (Dinosaurs and the Bible)
Where do these fascinating beasts fit in the Bible? They were created in Genesis 1, cursed in Genesis 2, fossilized in the Flood, have gone extinct (probably) in following years, and provide an excellent test case for biblical thinking.
The Search for Noah’s Ark
Join a well-known Ark explorer as he recounts the lessons and vital facts that he gleaned from his many trips to Mt. Ararat. Leave with an understanding of the biblical Flood’s impact on geology and paleontology as well as the Ark’s important spiritual analogy to the salvation message.
Creation, Evolution, and Current Issues
What is the best definition for the created kind according to current scientific understanding? How does a creation or evolution worldview affect one’s understanding of racism, abortion, euthanasia, and other societal wrongs? Wrong thinking leads to and justifies wrong behavior, which the Bible calls sin. With this understanding, become aware of the impact that the correct worldview has on the current hot topics of cloning, stem cell research, and global warming.
Questioning Evolution’s Claims
Students are often exposed to evolutionary “brainwashing.” If we can teach them a way to think through issues without losing their faith, we will have borne lasting fruit in their lives. Gain the skills needed for teaching a powerful creation apologetic. Key evolutionary problem areas are discussed—kinds and common ancestor, transitional fossils, etc.
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Coming to SABBSA in July –                                 Creation Evangelist John Pendleton 

We have asked John Pendleton to give us an update on his pterodactyl hunt. We also are interested in how his evangelical trip to Cuba came off. Finally we have asked him to talk on his experience of debates with evolutionists, and to tell us what works, and what doesn’t. Please join us on Tuesday, July 10, 2012.
Humor Corner
A New Beginning
One day a group of scientists got together and decided that man had come a long way and no longer needed God. So they picked one scientist to go and tell Him that they were done with Him. 

The scientist walked up to God and said, "God, we've decided that we no longer need you. We're to the point that we can clone people and do many miraculous things, so why don't you just go on and get lost." 

God listened very patiently and kindly to the man. After the scientist was done talking, God said, "Very well, how about this? 

Let's say we have a man-making contest." To which the scientist replied, "Okay, great!" 
But God added, "Now, we're going to do this just like I did back in the old days with Adam." 

The scientist said, "Sure, no problem" and bent down and grabbed himself a handful of dirt. 
God looked at him and said, "No, no, no. You go make your own dirt!"
Around Texas 

Houston:
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) usually meets around the last Thursday of each month (although they are planning next year to move their meetings to the first Thursday of each month to coordinate with SABBSA and the Dallas group for national speakers). They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.
Glen Rose:
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 

Dallas-Ft Worth:
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 
Greater San Antonio area:
Watch Creation in the 21st Century, hosted by Dr. Carl Baugh at 3:00 AM on Friday. You can watch online at http://www.tbn.org/watch-us/
Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast). http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address. http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. 

Last Month at SABBSA
Creation Evangelist Skip Tilton 
Skip Tilton from Creation Ministries International was with us in San Antonio for two free events in May. Mr. Tilton presented "Creation: a Key to Effective Evangelism." at Live Oak First Baptist Church on Sunday May 6.
This presentation was well received by that church and its staff. Skip laid out that creation ministry is all about the authority of the word of God. He pointed out that one great problem in evangelism today is that when we try to preach “Jesus” to people they discount His word and His message out of hand because they believe science has already disproven the Bible. For effective evangelism to go forward we must dispel this myth and that’s where creation science comes in!
Skip also presented on Tuesday May 8th at our regularly scheduled SABBSA meeting on the topic of "The Ice Age: Only the Bible Can Explain It!" This presentation was also well received by our audience and gave us both a recap of his authority of God’s word arguments as well as current data derived by Michel Oard showing that there was only one ice age, it was recent and it was the result of the flood.
This Month at SABBSA
Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 12, 2012, at 7 pm 

The Truth About History - Part I 

Last year SABBSA board member, Dr. Daniel Harris made a considerable contribution to the creation effort with his groundbreaking presentation of "The Truth About History - Part I" to an enthusiastic and standing room only crowd at our April, 2011 meeting. In this power point talk, Dr. Harris gave us a new detailed timeline for Earth history and events which agrees not only with current scientific evidence, but also with the Bible as well as historical records. It places the creation somewhere around the 10,000 year realm, with the flood at 5999 BC.
The most startling development of his research is the verification of a previously tossed about idea of the ice age not being a direct result of the flood, but of rapid movement of the continents and tectonic plates after the flood. This event included considerable volcanic activity in the deep ocean ridges to spread the sea floor and move the continents, but also contributed to mountain building (as the bible says, "fixing a divide between the waters and the land"). This allowed the continents to be moved over a 1,000 year period after the flood and the resultant volcanic activity both heated the oceans causing large amounts of evaporation, as well as seeded the upper atmosphere with debris which clouded the skies, cutting off enough sunlight to create cooler continents. This is a recipe for the formation of an ice age, and scientific discoveries, historical records and those of the Bible have a good amount of agreement that this all occurred about the time of the life of Peleg in the Bible, which references to these events occurring.
There is much more in this updated presentation, including evidence for the complete drying of the Mediterranean in historical times, along with dinosaur's appearance in historical times. Join us in June for this special presentation. As always, we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant party room at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey.
