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Happy New Year! May 2012 be a blessed year for you and yours. It promises to be a fascinating year in many ways. December 21, 2012 is the mythical date of the end of the Mayan 5125 year cycle. As we have already chronicled in our January 2009 Communiqué , that date is not supposed to be the destruction of the world according to Mayan mythology, but, we also know from the Holy Scripture that it cannot be the date of Jesus’ second coming since we are promised that “no man knows the hour.” That hasn’t stopped the “End of Times” theorists from embellishing this story. Likewise, 2012 is when Nostradamus predicted the Earth would have mass destruction from a comet. What the “End times” crowd will do with that should be entertaining.  Still it will be interesting to see more“Y2K’ scenarios as they pan out. It is also an election year, and one which portends to be pivotal for our country and our futures. One writer offered, “May you live in interesting times.” I think we qualify.
Our January Communiqué includes a memorial for SABBSA board member Christie Jackson who passed away unexpectedly over the holidays. It features an article on early Earth atmosphere data. We also have an article by Dr. Daniel Harris giving data on comet and meteorite strikes on Earth as studied from both a scientific and biblical viewpoint.  Finally, we have updates on creation meetings around the state and with SABBSA including a critical change occurring in Houston. The Greater Houston Creation Association has made a move which will likely aid all three Texas creation groups in arranging national and international speakers. We will give you details on all of these moves to spread the word about God’s incredible creations.
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A Memorial to Christy Jackson
SABBSA board member and wife of board member Capt. Harry Jackson (Ret.) went to be with the Lord over the holidays while she was in Lewisville visiting relatives. Christy was born in Conrad, Mt, a small town north of Great Falls. Her late father was minister for a short time in Conrad and he moved the family back to the south suburbs of Chicago when he took a pastorship in the Dutch Reformed Church. Christy met Harry at the Riverdale Baptist Church youth group and were married shortly after Harry graduated college in 1989. 
Christy was not only a vital member of the San Antonio Bible Based Science Association, but she was an active auxiliary staff member for the Creation Evidence Museum in Glen Rose. Since 1997, she and Harry have helped Dr. Baugh with archaeological digs on the Paluxy River, the monthly Director’s lectures, and other aspects of his ministry. Christy actively assisted in contacting speakers and planning several SABBSA events including presentations by Barbara and Clifford Wilson, Don Patton, Lanny and Marilyn Johnson, Ian Juby, and Dr Baugh’s presentations of the Delk Print and the pre-flood canopy. 
While in town, Christy would host our guests by taking them to various stores and sites as their time permitted and several were treated to the Natural Bridge Caverns as one of the region’s best geological sites. Christy used her excellent English skills to help edit SABBSA newsletters, hand-outs, and flyers as well as her pastor’s ministry training materials which were distributed to over 80 locations around the world. Christy would frequently act as notes taker for our meetings as we would evaluate new presentations and we could take her painstaking notes to use in modifying these presentation for the better. Christy will be greatly missed by all of us, and our only solace is that she is in a far better place than we are today.

'Atmosphere of Earth is same as 500 Million years ago' 
By RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE (RPI) 12/06/2011 

Editor’s Note: This is the title of a report on a major research project conducted by secular, evolution believing scientists and published in mainstream science periodicals. It again underscores what creationists have been saying for years, that the primordial conditions which evolutionists count on to form life were never there to begin with. Read the article and we will comment further. Don’t get confused by the references to 500 million years as those statements are based on an erroneous assumption of the dating of the strata they are looking at based on erroneous assumptions about radiometric dating and the geologic column.
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Talkbacks () 
Scientists in the New York Center for Astrobiology at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute have used the oldest minerals on Earth to reconstruct the atmospheric conditions present on Earth very soon after its birth. The findings, which appear in the Dec. 1 edition of the journal Nature, are the first direct evidence of what the ancient atmosphere of the planet was like soon after its formation and directly challenge years (bold/underline mine) of research on the type of atmosphere out of which life arose on the planet.

The scientists show that the atmosphere of Earth just 500 million years after its creation was not a methane-filled wasteland as previously proposed, but instead was much closer to the conditions of our current atmosphere. The findings, in a paper titled “The oxidation state of Hadean magmas and implications for early Earth’s atmosphere,” have implications for our understanding of how and when life began on this planet and could begin elsewhere in the universe. The research was funded by NASA.

For decades, scientists believed that the atmosphere of early Earth was highly reduced, meaning that oxygen was greatly limited. Such oxygen-poor conditions would have resulted in an atmosphere filled with noxious methane, carbon monoxide, hydrogen sulfide, and ammonia. To date, there remain widely held theories and studies of how life on Earth may have been built out of this deadly atmosphere cocktail.
Now, scientists at Rensselaer are turning these atmospheric assumptions on their heads with findings that prove the conditions on early Earth were simply not conducive to the formation of this type of atmosphere, but rather to an atmosphere dominated by the more oxygen-rich compounds found within our current atmosphere — including water, carbon dioxide, and sulfur dioxide.

“We can now say with some certainty that many scientists studying the origins of life on Earth simply picked the wrong atmosphere,” said Bruce Watson, Institute Professor of Science at Rensselaer.

The findings rest on the widely held theory that Earth’s atmosphere was formed by gases released from volcanic activity on its surface. Today, as during the earliest days of the Earth, magma flowing from deep in the Earth contains dissolved gases. When that magma nears the surface, those gases are released into the surrounding air.

“Most scientists would argue that this out gassing from magma was the main input to the atmosphere,” Watson said. “To understand the nature of the atmosphere ‘in the beginning,’ we needed to determine what gas species were in the magmas supplying the atmosphere.”

As magma approaches the Earth’s surface, it either erupts or stalls in the crust, where it interacts with surrounding rocks, cools, and crystallizes into solid rock. These frozen magmas and the elements they contain can be literal milestones in the history of Earth.

One important milestone is zircon. Unlike other materials that are destroyed over time by erosion and subduction, certain zircons are nearly as old as the Earth itself. As such, zircons can literally tell the entire history of the planet – if you know the right questions to ask.

The scientists sought to determine the oxidation levels of the magmas that formed these ancient zircons to quantify, for the first time ever, how oxidized were the gases being released early in Earth’s history. Understanding the level of oxidation could spell the difference between nasty swamp gas and the mixture of water vapor and carbon dioxide we are currently so accustomed to, according to study lead author Dustin Trail, a postdoctoral researcher in the Center for Astrobiology.

“By determining the oxidation state of the magmas that created zircon, we could then determine the types of gases that would eventually make their way into the atmosphere,” said Trail.

To do this Trail, Watson, and their colleague, postdoctoral researcher Nicholas Tailby, recreated the formation of zircons in the laboratory at different oxidation levels. They literally created lava in the lab. This procedure led to the creation of an oxidation gauge that could then be compared with the natural zircons.

During this process they looked for concentrations of a rare Earth metal called cerium in the zircons. Cerium is an important oxidation gauge because it can be found in two oxidation states, with one more oxidized than the other. The higher the concentrations of the more oxidized type cerium in zircon, the more oxidized the atmosphere likely was after their formation.

The calibrations reveal an atmosphere with an oxidation state closer to present-day conditions. The findings provide an important starting point for future research on the origins of life on Earth.

“Our planet is the stage on which all of life has played out,” Watson said. “We can’t even begin to talk about life on Earth until we know what that stage is. And oxygen conditions were vitally important because of how they affect the types of organic molecules that can be formed.”

Despite being the atmosphere that life currently breathes, lives, and thrives on, our current oxidized atmosphere is not currently understood to be a great starting point for life. Methane and its oxygen-poor counterparts have much more biologic potential to jump from inorganic compounds to life-supporting amino acids and DNA. As such, Watson thinks the discovery of his group may reinvigorate theories that perhaps those building blocks for life were not created on Earth, but delivered from elsewhere in the galaxy …

Editor’s Note: Creationists have for a long time pointed to similar data which shows that the Precambrian rocks (rocks which date before the Cambrian Explosion) and thus at the time of the earliest life forms, show marked signs of oxidation (rust). This is the simplest of all evidence indicating that the early Earth had an oxygen atmosphere much as it does today. Not the lethal methane atmosphere of the gas giants Jupiter and Saturn. 
As we have pointed out many times, even if you give the evolutionists this methane atmosphere, the formation of life by chance is still a mathematical, physical and chemical impossibility. This research just gives us more confirmation for the biblical model of creation which says that the Earth from its beginning was made with an atmosphere conducive to the life forms God was putting on it. It is another instance where the scientific data supports the biblical model far more than it does the evolutionary model. 
Note how the evolutionists doing the research immediately conclude that this evidence supports “panspermia” ideas (ideas that life came to Earth from meteorites or by other means from somewhere else), rather than acknowledge the fact that this data strongly supports the creationist position. They will do anything but acknowledge the Creator, who they refuse to bow to!
.
Why Are We Still Here? 
By Daniel H. Harris, Ph.D.
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The Greatest Meteor Shower of the 20th Century was on November 17-18, 1966, visible near Tucson, Arizona. At its peak 40-50 meteors per second were seen. Impressive as this was, each such meteor is only the size of a grain of sand. 

The Earth is bombarded daily by meteoroids mostly smaller than a basketball. On occasion, much larger objects hit the Earth. 
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The greatest impact of the 20th Century was on June 30th, 1908, in Siberia, Russia. The Tunguska Event, occurred at 7:14 AM, when a small comet or asteroid traveling at 9 miles/sec [30,000 miles/hr] exploded in the atmosphere about 5 miles above the forest, toppling trees over 800 square miles. Thirty five miles from the blast a resident was thrown twenty feet off his porch and flash burned by the blast. 

The Earth is threatened by thousands of such objects out in space.  And there are many larger ones that could end life on Earth.  Yet we are still here.  Why?

Worldly “science” says these events are rare, the last great one being 65 million years ago, which allegedly killed off the Dinosaurs. But the Truth is that that event was only ~3050 BC, when the Continents began moving at the start of the Ice Age. The Great Bombardment of the Earth, Mars and the inner Solar System, began at the time of the Genesis Flood and was more intense than the secular astronomers imagine. During the Genesis Flood Great Impacts generated tidal waves. Sixteen Hundred years later, during the Exodus of Israel [Ex 9, 1450 BC] and again in the time of Joshua [Jos 10 ~1400 BC] great stones [>100 pounds each] were still occasionally falling. Those stones always destroyed the enemies of God’s chosen people, never the chosen!  The Book of Revelation [Rev. 8] describes similar events yet to come.  These also will spare the righteous. That is why we are still here. 
GHCA Moves to Thursdays to  Help Texas
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The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) under the leadership of President Frank Mayo is moving their meetings to the first Thursday of each month. This is a unilateral move made by GHCA which will align all of the state’s major metropolitan creation groups to be meeting within one week of each other (SABBSA always meets on the second Tuesday of each month, and the Dallas area group meets on the first Tuesday of each month). We applaud this move by GHCA which will allow for all three organizations to more easily schedule national and international speakers since they will be able to make a swing through Texas and hit all three major metropolitan areas in one week’s time. This makes us a much more attractive target for major speakers. We applaud Frank Mayo and GHCA’s insight and initiative in making this move. If you would like to know more about GHCA just click on their logo to view their website.

FEAST Science Workshop Schedule for 2011 - 2012 

Our friends at the Family Educators Alliance of South Texas (FEAST) chose us again this year to provide the presentations for their Science Workshops. We thank FEAST for their confidence in us and value this continuing relationship with such a fine educational institution. FEAST has asked us to use our new "Answers for Life" program in these presentations. 

"Answers for Life" is geared for adolescents, middle school, high school and college and career. Its presentations attempt to give them answers to the Big Questions in Life? Like, “Is there a God? What is the purpose to life? Why is there death and suffering in the world?” and more... Many of the topics seem philosophical, rather than scientific, but the presentations mix a good deal of both science to back up our conclusions and biblical apologetics in agreement with that science to underscore the points. 

All presentation will be at FEAST which is located at 25 Burwood Lane at 7 pm on the fourth Monday of each month. The dates and topics for each presentation are listed below: 
January 23, 2012 - Distant Starlight and Time, doesn't this prove the Universe is old?
February 27, 2012- The Science Against Racism, and Where did Cain get his wife from?
March 26 and April 23, 2012 will be selected by the audience from a list of big questions which we have pieced together scientific and biblically agreeable answers for. So this program is customized for the audience. 
A companion young children's program will also be provided each evening. We thank the Williams in advance for providing this service. Go to the FEAST website to RSVP for each session.
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Lanny and Marilyn Johnson 
We are happy to announce that Lanny Johnson, from the Alpha Omega Institute will be with us on Tuesday, March 13, 2012. Lanny’s topic that evening will be “Is the Bible Scientifically Accurate?"  

They will be with us in the San Antonio and Houston area at that time and would like to book other venues during their visit. To see a list of what topics are available from Lanny go to http://www.discovercreation.org/events/JohnsonTalksandTopics.htm 

For more information or to book him to speak, please call 210-599-7240 or email lanes_1@sbcglobal.net 
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We are happy to announce that Michael Oard, climatologist from Creation Ministries International (CMI) will be speaking at Live Oak First Baptist church on Sunday, May 6, 2012 at 6:30 pm and he will be with us at SABBSA on Tuesday, May 8, 2012 at 7 pm. Mr. Oard will be with us in the San Antonio area from Friday, May 4 through Tuesday, May 8, 2012 and would like to book other venues during his stay. We would especially like to find another church for him to speak at on Sunday, May 6 in the morning. 
For more information on Michael Oard’s background and ministry go to http://creation.com/michael-oard  For more information or to book him to speak, please call 210-599-7240 or email lanes_1@sbcglobal.net 
Around Texas 

Houston:  
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) usually meets around the last Thursday of each month (although they are planning next year to move their meetings to the first Thursday of each month to coordinate with SABBSA and the Dallas group for national speakers). They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.

Glen Rose:  
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 

Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 

Greater San Antonio area: 

Watch Creation in the 21st Century, hosted by Dr. Carl Baugh at 3:00 AM on Friday. Can watch online at http://www.tbn.org/watch-us/
 

Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast).  http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
 To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address.  http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. (Thanks to Dr. Carl Williams for researching this.)
Last Month at SABBSA
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In December we viewed six animated mini-videos. You've never seen the creation issue addressed quite this way before! If you want teaching that is fun and exciting, you need to "Check This Out!" (this also happens to be the title of the video) 

This creative, cutting-edge new DVD is loaded with six mini-videos (3 to 4 minutes apiece), each covering a distinct "hot topic" in the creation/evolution debate and each answering the controversy at warp speed! The topics covered include: Radiometric Dating; Fossils and the Flood; The Origin of Races; Pain & Suffering; The Nature of Science; and Evolution Refuted. This format is the fastest and most succinct videos for discussing these topics ever produced by AIG. We found these short videos to be very impactful and plan to use them widely in the future. We would also highly recommend their use in church youth groups. This is a great way to get a “creation moment” and intense message across to youth without devoting an entire evening or program to that topic. Each short video is sure to elicit an intense discussion with its audience. To order this video online go to:http://store.answersingenesis.org/WebServices/images/37-6962-ImageEnlarge.jpeg 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 10, 2012, at 7 pm 
Spike Psarris with CreationAstronomy.com has just released his new DVD entitled: What You Aren't Being Told About Astronomy, Volume II - Our Created Stars and Galaxies. 
After the absolutely fabulous job he did with volume 1 on the anomalies in our own solar system which cry out for a Creator, we are eager to see what he has come up with to reveal the latest research on the cosmos which shows the Creator. Psarris is a former NASA employee who worked on unmanned missions with the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. His knowledge of what we know about stars and galaxies is on the cutting edge of current science. He cuts through the evolutionary misconceptions and mangling of this data to give an unvarnished look at what our Creator has made so wonderfully and left his unmistakable signature along the way. He also uses a wealth of scripture to show that what we find in the universe is completely compatible with scripture and indeed predicted in scripture! We invite you to join us in January as we again experience the awe of God’s creation throughout the universe.
As always we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. We hope to see you there!

