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We will call this the summer vacation edition of our Communiqué newsletter as it contains a host of adventures, experiences and knowledge I accrued this last month while on a creation vacation. Each month in our “Around Texas” section we have a notice of the existence of the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum here in Crosbyton, Texas. I was privileged to finally get to visit there and we have a review of that facility. I also attended the first of Alpha Omega Institute’s Family Creation Camps at Redcloud in Colorado, and I had a bunch of adventures there that I will relate. Among those was a teaching on the mysterious “third heaven” from 2 Corinthians 12:2 which I will relate to you and an exploration of the central part the “waters” played in creation. 

Also in this edition you will find a perspective article saying that the evolution debate is only one of many fronts on which we are battling Satan in our culture and as such we are part of a much larger fight. We have an article showing the lack of significance for creationists that the possible discovery of the Higgs Boson means to us. Finally we have an article on tree ring discoveries which will impact the global warming debate we will continue to have in our regular SABBSA meeting this month as we view Michael Oard’s teaching on this subject.
Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum

[image: image3.emf]The Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum is located in the middle of downtown Crosbyton, TX, just 35 miles east of Lubbock. It is run by Joe Taylor who is an impressive artist. The museum has a number of exhibits of giant bison, mammoths, giant beavers, giant humans and salamanders, casts of human and dinosaur tracks together as well as ancient dinosaur art. The museum is good size with a wealth of exhibits and shows ongoing casting to get even bigger! They even have a fossil newsletter.
The thrust of the exhibits focus on three points: living things on earth are not getting more complex; rapid burial indicating a world-wide flood; and Gigantism – living things were bigger in the past due to climate, living conditions and increased life spans. The first two of these points are well documented in other periodicals, museums, and in multiple finds around the world. 
It is Taylor’s focus on Gigantism (for which he has a new book “Giants”) which is both intriguing and somewhat disappointing. If his thoughts on gigantism could be verified they would answer a lot of questions from the bible dealing with biblical inerrancy. However, a lot of the evidence presented on this gigantism is in the forms of casts and not original fossils. His theories would have more substance with more original fossils on this subject. Still the museum is of impressive size and scope to warrant a visit. For more information on this museum go to www.mtblanco.com 
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Alpha Omega Institute’s Family Camps at Camp Redcloud, CO
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This year I was able to be a part of one of AOI’s family camps at Redcloud, near Lake City, Colorado. The food all week was excellent, the teaching tremendous, and the Christian fellowship was life changing. Where else can you get 21 hours of creation teaching along with in-depth apologetic bible study on Genesis? The scenery is awe-inspiring and puts you in a continual mindset to think about and commune with the Creator. There are a range of activities available including repelling, hiking, fishing, canoeing, rafting on level 3 rapids, archery, horseback riding, a ropes course, mountain climbing, biking and more. 
The AOI crew of the Nuttings, the Stepaneks and the Galbraiths treated me like part of the staff and even allowed me the privilege of presenting the “What If God Wrote the Bible?” apologetic presentation. Incidentally, everyone knows of the high quality of Dave and Mary Jo Nuttings creation presentations, but I want to tell you that the Genesis chapter 1 -2 bible studies by Richard Stepanek were eye opening and the children’s programs put on by AOI volunteers the Galbraiths were first rate.

At just $135 a day per adult and as little as $50 per day for children to include all meals, quality lodging, and a range of outdoor activities this camp is not only a blessing but a great value. The drive up there in itself through south central Colorado was a religious experience. I would heartily recommend this outing for the entire family. 
How Many Heavens are There?
While I was at Alpha Omega Institute’s Redcloud family camp I enjoyed the teaching of Richard Stepanek of AOI who gave us five nights of teaching on Genesis chapters 1 and 2. I have invited him to come to San Antonio in the future and speak to us. When he does I will ask him to give this teaching in a compacted form. One of the things he covered is a real question I had come up with while doing an unrelated bible study a couple of years ago.

I ran across 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 which says in part “2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows. 3 And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows— 4 was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is permitted to tell.” My question was what is the third heaven? It sounded like Mormon theology at first until Rich explained it to me (although I think Dr. Daniel Harris tried to get this across to me once, but I didn’t follow him at the time).
One of the first things Rich Stepanek got across to us was that the “matter” created in the beginning was probably all water, which follows from a very literal reading of Genesis1:1-2. This means that when the world was first formed, it was formed out of water and was all water until God transformed the waters into dry land and all other material forms.

The Bible further suggests when it says that the waters were formed together under the firmament (Hebrew “raqiya”, which means “spread out thinness”) means the oceans, but that the waters above the firmament do not necessarily mean the theorized water canopy, but a much further removed sphere of water that may surround our entire universe, separating our universe from the “third heaven.”
The following excerpts are from a website devoted to this topic of the third heaven at www.letusreason.org/Biblexp130.htm The excerpts were reprinted with their permission and we thank them for their excellent  biblical research. Please go to this site to see the full background on this topic.
The Bible speaks of three heavens. The first being the atmosphere, the second is outer space, and the third is the place where God dwells. What Jesus called the “Father's house.”

First heaven - The firmament, Earth’s Atmosphere - where the “fowls of the heaven” (Genesis 2:19; 7:3,23; Psalms 8:8, etc.), “the eagles of heaven” (Lamentations 4:19), it is our atmosphere that surrounds the earth. 

Psalms 78: 23-23 “Yet He had commanded the clouds above, and opened the doors of heaven, had rained down manna on them to eat, and given them of the bread of heaven.”

Second Heaven - Outer Space (Deuteronomy 17:3; Jeremiah 8:2; Matthew 24:29). 

The second heaven is outer space, beyond where our atmosphere ends. It is the heavens in which the sun, moon, and stars are.

The firmament, or expanse, raqiya` “In which the sun, moon, stars, and constellations are fixed.” Genesis 1:17: And God placed them in the Firmament of heaven. Isaiah 40:22: He stretcheth out the heavens as a CURTAIN, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in.”

(Psalm 19:4,6) - “In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun... It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other;...” (Jeremiah 8:2) - They will be exposed to the sun and the moon and all the stars of the heavens which they have loved and served....” 

Third Heaven - This is where God and the holy angels (and creatures) and spirits of just men dwell. It is called “The heaven of heavens,” (Deuteronomy 10:14; 1 Kings 8:27; Psalms 115:16; 148:4). (1Kings 8:27) - “The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you.” (Psalm 2:4) The One enthroned in heaven laughs; The LORD scoffs at them.” 

The third heaven is beyond the space and stars. Where no man has seen by telescope. This heaven is the dwelling-place of God, to which Paul was taken, and whose wonders he was permitted to behold-this region where God dwells.

It is specifically named “the third heaven” by Paul in 2 Cor.12:2. Paul mentions being caught up to paradise in 2 Corinthians 12:4 the word “paradise” describes a different facet of “the third heaven.” 

“2 Corinthians 12:4 The word “paradise” paradeisos occurs but three times in the New Testament; Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 12:4; Revelation 2:7. It occurs often in the Septuagint, as the translation of the word garden; Genesis 2:8-10,15-16; 3:1-3,8,16,23-24; 13:10; Numbers 24:6; Isaiah 51:3; Ezekiel 28:13; 31:8-9; Joel 2:3. And also Isaiah 1:30; Jeremiah 29:5; and of the word pardeec in Nehemiah 2:8; Ecclesiastes 2:5; Song of Solomon 2:13” (from Barnes' Notes).

Heb 4:14 “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, (Jesus ascended to the place he was before he became man) Heb. 7:26 “For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens” meaning he is more important than the dwelling place of God and angels. Heb 8:1 As our high Priest, he “is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”

I had for a long while theorized that God’s heaven was all around and within us as a part of another dimensional realm (which it still may be, as I envision God as a multi-dimensional being). But, with this teaching I’m not so sure about heaven. This and the “waters” are areas of biblical creation apologetics I would like to get Richard Stepanek down here and for us to have a real good discussion on.
Tackling Spiritual Warfare on the Large Scale
By Chris Woodward - OneNewsNow - 7/22/2012 
"In His Image 2012 is the launch of what we intend to be a multi-year effort to help evangelicals, both leaders and lay people, around the country and around the world to understand that the various battles that we tend to fight as if they were kind of isolated from each other [are all really] part of what I would describe as a spiritual world war," says Beisner.

He explain that those battles include things like abortion, promiscuity and the battles to defend marriage and life, as well as those involving creation and evolution.
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"We fight as if these were is isolated from each other, but really, what unites them all is that those are issues on which the devil, the enemy -- who cannot attack God directly, though he would like to -- instead attacks God's representative, God's image on earth. That is, humanity," explains the leader.

Through In His Image 2012, the Cornwall Alliance is hoping to help people grasp this and begin to fight these battles in a more strategic and comprehensive way.

Cornwall is accepting donations for the effort and is very forthcoming with the details about where the money is going. For example, 300 people donating as little as $28 a month would help Cornwall reach over 500 churches in ten states, as well as conduct special pastors' briefings.

"We're also looking to create curriculum for environmental science and ethics and stewardship, usable at the K-12 level," he says.

An evangelism project is also in the works.

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2171973/Tree-ring-study-proves-climate-WARMER-Roman-Medieval-times-modern-industrial-age.html#ixzz20L5BUNy6
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Tree-rings prove climate was WARMER in Roman and Medieval times than it is now - and world has been cooling for 2,000 years
Here are the major points of this study:

· Tree ring study gives first accurate climate reading back to 138BC

· World has been slowly cooling for 2,000 years

· World was warmer in Roman and Medieval times than it is now

· Study of semi-fossilized trees in Finland
Rings in fossilized pine trees have proven that the world was much warmer than previously thought - with measurements dating back to 138BC. Rings in fossilized pine trees have proven that the world was much warmer than previously thought - and the earth has been slowly COOLING for 2,000 years. Measurements stretching back to 138BC prove that the Earth is slowly cooling due to changes in the distance between the Earth and the sun. The finding may force scientists to rethink current theories of the impact of global warming.

It is the first time that researchers have been able to accurately measure trends in global temperature over the last two millennia. Over that time, the world has been getting cooler - and previous estimates, used as the basis for current climate science, are wrong. Their findings demonstrate that this trend involves a cooling of -0.3°C per millennium due to gradual changes to the position of the sun and an increase in the distance between the Earth and the sun. 

‘This figure we calculated may not seem particularly significant,’ says Esper, ‘however, it is also not negligible when compared to global warming, which up to now has been less than 1°C. 'Our results suggest that the large-scale climate reconstruction shown by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) likely underestimate this long-term cooling trend over the past few millennia. ‘The finding was based on semi-fossilized tree rings found in Finnish Lapland.

Professor Dr. Jan Esper's group at the Institute of Geography at JGU used tree-ring density measurements from sub-fossil pine trees originating from Finnish Lapland to produce a reconstruction reaching back to 138 BC. In so doing, the researchers have been able for the first time to precisely demonstrate that the long-term trend over the past two millennia has been towards climatic cooling. 

‘We found that previous estimates of historical temperatures during the Roman era and the Middle Ages were too low,’ says Esper. ‘Such findings are also significant with regard to climate policy, as they will influence the way today's climate changes are seen in context of historical warm periods.’ The annual growth rings in trees are the most important witnesses over the past 1,000 to 2,000 years as they indicate how warm and cool past climate conditions were.

Researchers from Germany, Finland, Scotland, and Switzerland examined tree-ring density profiles in trees from Finnish Lapland. In this cold environment, trees often collapse into one of the numerous lakes, where they remain well preserved for thousands of years. 

Global cooling: It is the first time that researchers have been able to accurately measure trends in global temperature over the last two millennia. The annual growth rings in trees are the most important witnesses over the past 1,000 to 2,000 years as they indicate how warm and cool past climate conditions were. The density measurements correlate closely with the summer temperatures in this area on the edge of the Nordic taiga; the researchers were thus able to create a temperature reconstruction of unprecedented quality. 

The reconstruction provides a high-resolution representation of temperature patterns in the Roman and Medieval Warm periods, but also shows the cold phases that occurred during the Migration Period and the later Little Ice Age. In addition to the cold and warm phases, the new climate curve also exhibits a phenomenon that was not expected in this form. For the first time, researchers have now been able to use the data derived from tree-rings to precisely calculate a much longer-term cooling trend that has been playing out over the past 2,000 years. 



Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2171973/Tree-ring-study-proves-climate-WARMER-Roman-Medieval-times-modern-industrial-age.html#ixzz20L5BUNy6

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2171973/Tree-ring-study-proves-climate-WARMER-Roman-Medieval-times-modern-industrial-age.html#ixzz20L4qQvLN
Editor’s Note:
The tree rings "prove the climate was WARMER in Roman and Medieval times than it is now," the British newspaper the Daily Mail reported last week, "and the world has been cooling for 2,000 years." That and other articles suggest the current global warming trend is a mere blip when viewed in the context of natural temperature oscillations etched into tree rings over the past two millennia. The Star-Ledger, a New Jersey newspaper, mused that the findings lock in "one piece of an extremely complex puzzle that has been oversimplified by the Al Gores of the world."
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The Higgs Boson, the supposed “God Particle” is found?     

   From spike Psarris at www.CreationAstronomy.com 
	

	(Recently), a momentous announcement was made by scientists working at the LHC (Large Hadron Collider) in Europe. The Higgs boson has been discovered. (Or at least, there’s a new particle consistent with the characteristics expected of the Higgs.) Media reports are breathlessly calling it “the God particle.” Other reports claim that this discovery confirms the Big Bang model.

Neither statement is true.
What is the Higgs boson? It is one of the fundamental particles in physics. These are believed to be the building blocks of everything else. Specifically, the Higgs boson is the particle associated with the Higgs field – the current model explaining how matter has mass. 

The Higgs boson is an important part of the so-called Standard Model of particle physics. Without it, the whole model falls apart. Now that the Higgs boson is supported by data, particle physicists are breathing deep sighs of relief.

Nevertheless, the “God particle” name is inappropriate. The Higgs boson is just one particle among many in the model. (The “God particle” phrase comes from the title of a 1993 physics book.) Most of this particle’s fame comes from the extreme difficulty of confirming (or denying) its existence. 

So much for the God particle. What about the claim that this boson confirms the Big Bang? The current Big Bang model assumes that the Standard Model for particles is true. Thus, the Big Bang model requires the Higgs boson to exist. Without the Higgs, the Big Bang model would be in deep trouble.

But the opposite is not true. Even if the Higgs boson exists, this doesn’t require that a Big Bang happened. The Standard Model of particle physics is the most popular model (at the moment) for how the Universe works at a fundamental level. However, it doesn’t tell us anything about where the Universe itself came from.

Nevertheless, there are many media reports trying to convince you otherwise. Since the evolutionary worldview is based on the Big Bang, evolutionists will interpret the LHC announcement as support for it. But the Higgs only supports the Big Bang model if you already assume that the Big Bang model is true. Somehow I doubt that news reporters will include that last point in their stories.
Humor Corner – A Child’s Point of View (from www.chrisiansunite.com)
The story of Adam and Eve was being carefully explained in the children's Sunday School class. Following the story, the children were asked to draw some picture that would illustrate the story. 

Little Bobby was most interested and drew a picture of a car with three people in it. In the front seat, behind the wheel was a man and in the back seat, a man and a woman. The teacher was at a loss to understand how this illustrated the lesson of Adam and Eve. 

But little Bobby was prompt with his explanation. "Why, this is God driving Adam and Eve out of the garden!"

An alternate joke from Rich Stepanek of the Alpha Omega Institute
We know that God made man and women with the appearance of age (they were not babies). However, how old did they look? 18, 25, 35, …?

Rich says that they had to be younger than 16. Why? Remember the Bible says that God had to drive them out of the garden. This means they weren’t old enough to drive themselves!
Around Texas 
Houston:
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) meets he first Thursday of each month. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.

Glen Rose:
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 

Dallas-Ft Worth:
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 

Greater San Antonio area:
Watch Creation in the 21st Century, hosted by Dr. Carl Baugh at 3:00 AM on Friday. You can watch online at http://www.tbn.org/watch-us/
Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast). http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address. http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. 
Last Month at SABBSA
We asked Creation Evangelist to Latin America John Pendleton to give us an update on his pterodactyl hunt. He detailed what has been done so far and enumerated the steps he will take once he raises $97,000 to fund his next try at capturing one. 
John also shared with us the results, pictures and the way of life he observed in his recent ministry trip to Cuba. It is a ministry showing real fruit. The pictures and his commentary illustrate the "flashback to 50 years ago" feel you get from seeing all the 1950's cars, bicycle cabs, austere public transportation, the simply constructed and worn out buildings. He also went over the severe restrictions put on him and others, and how he had to go there with a specific visa or he would not be allowed to minister. It was an interesting and informative evening and we thank John for his presentation. 
Next SABBSA Meeting: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 at 7 pm

Coming to SABBSA in August - The Great Global Warming Debate: 
The Facts, the Fiction and the Future 
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Former US Vice President Al Gore, Nature and Science magazines and the news media are all proclaiming that man is responsible for global warming. Their alarmist call to action is that we need to act now before the climate becomes uncontrollable and most of the world overheats. The cultural confusion is rampant. Atmospheric scientist, Michael Oard, examines the observed data and concludes that global warming is having a smaller affect than forecast, that natural processes are responsible for more than 50% of it, and that we have time for unbiased research. 

Scientist Michael Oard has spent 30 years as a meteorologist and six years as a research meteorologist at the University of Washington. He has published several articles on meteorology in multiple peer reviewed periodicals. Please join us on Tuesday, August 14, 2012 as this professional in the field cuts through all the hype, and gives us the straight facts on global warming in a video lecture. We invite you to join us in seeing this intriguing evidence behind the global warming debate.

As always, we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of Ramsey and San Pedro. You are cordially invited to attend for dinner, the video and the good Christian fellowship.



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


