[image: image2.jpg]



President - Scott Lane 599-7240          Vice President – Mrs. Cindy Williams
Secretary – Clarence Johnson     Treasurer – Carl Williams, M.D. 
[website – www.sabbsa.org ] [P.O. Box 34478, San Antonio, TX 78265]

Greetings from SABBSA. There’s a lot in the news on creation, including our governor who has caused quite a stir on that topic. This Communiqué also contains articles which both show NASA’s continuing bias toward finding evolutionary life where there is none, as well as an uplifting story on the faith of some NASA astronauts. But before we go there we will start off with a story on the lighter side.

Perhaps this is the way to determine whether Richard Dawkins is qualified to say anything about anything. I hope you enjoy this comical story with deep insight.
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Subject: Little Girl on a Plane 
An atheist was seated next to a little girl on an airplane and he turned to her and said, "Do you want to talk? Flights go quicker if you strike up a conversation with your fellow passenger."
The little girl, who had just started to read her book, replied to the total stranger, "What would you want to talk about?" 
"Oh, I don't know," said the atheist. "How about why there is no God, or no Heaven or Hell, or no life after death?" as he smiled smugly. 
"OK," she said. "Those could be interesting topics but let me ask you a question first. A horse, a cow, and a deer all eat the same stuff—grass. Yet a deer excretes little pellets, while a cow turns out a flat patty, but a horse produces clumps. Why do you suppose that is?"
The atheist, visibly surprised by the little girl's intelligence, thinks about it and says, "Hmmm, I have no idea."
To which the little girl replies, "Do you really feel qualified to discuss why there is no God, or no Heaven or Hell, or no life after death, when you don't know crap?" 
And then she went back to reading her book. 
Are We Really Teaching Creationism in Texas Public Schools?

Below are excerpts from a story written by Lisa Falkenburg and run in the San Antonio Express-News on August 19, 2011 about comments by Governor Perry that we teach both creationism and evolution in Texas public schools. Do we really? Well, first let’s see what both Perry and the article said since they both make statements which are at best half-truths.
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Of all the head-scratching whoppers delivered by GOP presidential hopeful Rick Perry this week … none was more shocking than this: Texas teaches religion as scientific fact. That's what the Texas governor seemed to say Thursday when he responded to a child's question in New Hampshire.

[A] child's mother is heard goading the boy to ask Perry about evolution. Perry’s response was, “It's a theory that's out there. It's got some gaps in it. In Texas, we teach both creationism and evolution in our public schools.”

…[The writer then says of the governor’s comments]  I didn't know what to make of them at first. I'm one of those who still overestimates Perry, and still thinks he wouldn't have gotten this far if he didn't know more than he lets on. But does he really believe Texas science teachers instruct kids on creationism, a Christian-based belief that a divine being created the Earth?

Does he know that teaching creationism was deemed unconstitutional decades ago by the U.S. Supreme Court? And that that's why the creationists came up with something called “Intelligent Design” — to get around the whole constitutional thing by passing their belief off as a “scientific theory?”

Is he aware that, just a couple of months ago, a federal judge in Austin threw out a lawsuit by a creationism think tank and school trying to force Texas to let it offer master's degrees in science education?...

I thought the guy was just ill-informed. So I called the Texas Education Agency for confirmation. And I got an even bigger surprise. First, spokeswoman DeEtta Culbertson sent me a wordy statement: “Our science standards require students to analyze, evaluate, and critique scientific explanations, so it is likely that other theories, such as creationism, would be discussed in class. Our schools can also offer an elective course on Biblical history and it is likely that creationism is discussed as part of that class too.”

I called Culbertson to get a direct answer to my question: “Does the state of Texas teach creationism as scientific fact?” Culbertson wouldn't say yes or no: “It could be part of the discussion,” she said. “If it comes up, then it's in the classroom.” There you have it, science teachers of Texas. On the subject of teaching creationism in class, the education department won't say it's wrong, and the governor thinks you're already doing it.
Editor’s note: The half truths abound in this story and let’s sort them out one at a time. As a teacher in Texas public schools I can tell you 1) that the word “creationism” appears nowhere in the state science curriculum; 2) we do have new science curriculum which asks the kids to analyze, evaluate and critique scientific explanations (which should lead to a discussion of alternative theories); but       3) very few science teachers will ever allow the subject of creationism to come up in their classes due to political pressure and misinformation about the law. 

Governor Perry’s statement that we teach both evolution and creationism in Texas public schools is at best his hope for what will occur in using the new state curriculum. He has done his part to foster that hope since he has appointed three chairmen in a row to the Texas State Board of Education who are supportive of creationism. But, the truth is that creationism has not been taught in the last few years due to the misconception about the law that is revealed in this article.
The article (as well as a follow up editorial by Scott Stroud in the S. A. Express-News on August 21, 2011) states that it is unconstitutional to teach creationism in the public schools. That too is technically incorrect. In the 1987 case Edwards v. Aguilard, the Supreme Court struck down a Louisiana Balanced Treatment law which said that if you taught evolution in a course, that you also had to teach creation. The Supreme Court ruled that you could not force the teaching of creationism in public schools. But, Justice Antonin Scalia in his dissent, made it clear that the individual teacher could broach the subject if the evidence merited it in their opinion as professional educators. A Pennsylvania judge further muddied the waters a couple of years ago by outlawing the teaching of intelligent design in Dover County, PA. However, that case only has legal effect in Dover County and nowhere else in the country.

The misconception of what the law is abounds and public schools bend over backwards not to get into controversial territory. The net result is that almost no one has intentionally brought up the subject of creationism in a public school in Texas in the last few years in a science class and they are not likely to any time in the near future even with the new science curriculum which seems to lend itself to such a discussion due to intense political pressure to keep creationism out.
Here we go Again!
Last year we told you that the chase for finding water was morphing into the search for finding organics (see our September 2010 issue) as NASA and others race to substantiate funding by finding extraterrestrial signs of life via evolutionary evidence. Well, here we go again!
A report in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences in August said “Meteorites may have served as a molecular kit providing essential ingredient for the origin of life on Earth and possibly elsewhere.”  Life has not been found beyond earth, but all Earthly life relies on DNA to store genetic information.

At the center of the DNA molecule are ring-like structures called nucleobases (these molecules are the basis for the nucleotides which form the base pairs in the DNA molecule).  It’s these tiny rings that scientists at NASA and the Carnegie Institution for Science found in 11 of 12 meteorites they scrutinized. Two of the rocks contained a trove of nucleobases, including those found in DNA. But, along with the terrestrial nucleobases found in DNA were exotic nucleobases never before seen on this planet.
Analysis of ice and dirt near the meteorites found no evidence of these exotic nucleobases which seems to rule out earthly contamination which has always been speculated about before when nucleobases and other organic finds are made in meteorites.

Nucleobases can be formed inside rocks with simple chemical reactions involving ammonia, water and hydrogen cyanide, which are all ingredients found in meteorites. Scientists have also found amino acids in meteorites, which are building blocks of proteins. The theory is that these meteorites rained these organic chemicals on the Earth billions of years ago, providing the backbone for building DNA as well other organic compounds which acted as a supplier of the chemicals (parts) necessary to form life.

I just wish the evolutionists would make up their minds. On one day they are adamant that life started here and totally reject evidence of it being imported as this article suggests. Now, they are looking seriously at such evidence. Why? Well, first it’s because several notable scientists have proposed that life could or had to have been seeded from outside of Earth via meteorites for decades. The late Sir Fred Hoyle and Dr. Francis Crick (co-discoverer of the double helix structure of the DNA molecule) both supported this theory till the day they died, with Dr. Crick calling this theory “Panspermia.”  Why does this theory keep popping up? 

It’s because neither the chemistry nor the physics of Earth are right to have produced DNA, amino acids and other building blocks of life. It was once theorized that the earth’s early atmosphere was composed of ammonia, hydrogen, and water vapor which would have allowed for the formation of amino acids and other organics. However we have since learned: 1) that the early earth did not have such an atmosphere, but had free oxygen which would make these chemical reactions impossible; 2) the notion that lightning strikes from the atmosphere would act to give the binding energy for these reactions is ludicrous as lightning carries such force that it would act to disperse and destroy the reactants, not energize a reaction; 3) these chemical reactions themselves produce a large amount of  tar as a byproduct which would have been deadly to the environment and to the organic compounds themselves; and 4)  even if this supposed atmosphere was on the early Earth, the atmosphere which created these organic molecules would break them down immediately if they ever happened to form by chance. 
Thus, many scientists have pushed for life to be imported from elsewhere. Space looks like a better place since it the exotic chemicals needed in some places to produce organic molecules, and meteors and other bodies are constantly being bombarded with radiation in space which could act to give the energy needed to bind such reactions. However, as it turns out not even space can help evolutionists.

You see, the DNA molecule is over three billion precisely coded bits of computer information, written in a code which is far beyond our current science. It exists not in a vacuum, but must be paired with reader RNA , enzymes (specific chemicals) and catalysts or it cannot function or exist at all. Life is far more than just the right chemicals coming together by chance whether that’s on Earth or in space. It’s information! It’s the information which codes for substances found in nature to be organized into ourselves and all living creatures. Such almost infinitely complex information source is mathematically, chemically and physically impossible to have formed by chance. It had to have a creator (designer) with knowledge far in advance of our own. So you see, it’s all a chase for the wind as these skeptics debate whether life occurred by chance on Earth or by chance in space. Both choices are wrong and science proves it. Why is there still a debate in the conventional media and scientific circles? Well, that’s because both have an unshakeable faith in the religion of evolution, and they are bound and determined to blind themselves [image: image5.jpg]


to any evidence which does not support their god!
Not to be too hard on NASA, take a look at this uplifting story about the faith of some NASA astronauts from FoxNews.com 
Faith in Space: Behind the Mission to Land a Bible on the Moon
By Loren Grush 


A close-up view of the first bible to land on the moon, printed in tiny format on microfilm and on sale shortly in an auction of rare space memorabilia is shown above. It was one small step for man, and for some astronauts it was a big leap of faith, too.

Rare artifacts and trinkets from the history of NASA are going to auction in the upcoming week-long Space & Aviation Autograph and Artifact Auction …

One of the more unique items up for bid? A full King James Bible that
has journeyed all the way to the moon's surface. "It's an inch and a half by an inch and a half," Bobby Livingston, VP of sales marketing with RR Auction, told FoxNews.com. "You need a microscope to
really read it, and it's more symbolic than anything. But it's all there. The entire King James Bible is there."

The story of the microfilm Bibles and there have been several, although this is the first to make it to the moon, has almost been shrouded in mystery, partly because NASA logged them as "small microfilm packets" rather than Bibles. 

The first lunar Bible traveled to Earth's satellite on February 5, 1971, on board Apollo 14. Lunar Module Pilot Edgar D. Mitchell brought the Bible with him to honor Apollo 1 astronauts Ed White, Gus Grissom, and Roger Chaffee who died in a cabin fire during testing of the Apollo 1 vehicle. It had been a dream of White's to bring a Bible to the moon's surface. Mitchell turned that dream into a reality.

Why a compact microfilm edition? Faith is precious in space, but space and weight are dear in space as well.

"The astronauts had personal preference kits where they could bring personal items with them," Livingston explained. Those kits each had an 18-ounce weight restriction, so the bibles were printed on microfilm in order to meet NASA's weight requirements. Microfilm made it possible to shrink all 1,245 pages of that edition of the Bible onto small pieces of film.

"A lot of astronauts brought religious symbols, like crosses, into space with them. This was just one of many Bibles that made it down to the moon’s surface," Livingston said. 

Dozens of these almost microscopic scriptures have made it to the moon and back. Most have been given away to dignitaries and politicians (George W. Bush has one in his inventory). But the very first Apollo 14 Lunar Bible will be up for grabs -- and space connoisseurs from around the world will have the chance to duke it out at the upcoming auction.

The event also draws attention to the dichotomy of religion and science, two concepts that have a long history of being at odds. In her book The Apostles of Apollo, Carol Mersch examined how it was difficult for the astronauts and for NASA to discuss their religious beliefs.

"These explorers were not only men of science, many were men of faith," Mersch told FoxNews.com. "Expressing faith in space, however, created a dilemma for many of the astronauts and their government agency, and that's why it may not have received as much media attention as many of the other Apollo achievements."

Mersch also references the Apollo Prayer League, a religious gathering that many Apollo astronauts attended. The League was led by Reverend John Maxwell Stout, a NASA employee who doubled as a scientist and a chaplain. Mersch says that for Stout, reconciling the two concepts was never difficult.

"He certainly shared that thought that they were one in the same," Mersch told FoxNews.com. He once made a comment along the line of, 'I have no problem with God looking through a microscope along with my students.'"

Livingston, who has consulted with numerous Apollo astronauts for the
auction, says that many of them have no issue with finding faith in their science. If anything, Livingston says, it only strengthens their
convictions. "It's not incongruous. Spirituality and science do go together," Livingston told FoxNews.com. "I've met several astronauts, one of them told me, 'I know infinity exists.' I asked him how he knew and he said, 'Cause I saw it! I sat on God's back porch and saw it every day.'"

"Sure these are engineers and scientists, but they experience these moments of extreme stress and terror. It's only natural that [they'd] find comfort in some kind spirituality."

FEAST Science Workshop Schedule for 2011 - 2012 

Our friends at the Family Educators Alliance of South Texas (FEAST) chose us again this year to provide the presentations for their Science Workshops. We thank FEAST for their confidence in us and value this continuing relationship with such a fine educational institution. FEAST has asked us to use our new "Answers for Life" program in these presentations. 

"Answers for Life" is geared for adolescents, middle school, high school and college and career. Its presentations attempt to give them answers to the Big Questions in Life? Like, “Is there a God? What is the purpose to life? Why is there death and suffering in the world?” and more... Many of the topics seem philosophical, rather than scientific, but the presentations mix a good deal of both science to back up our conclusions and biblical apologetics in agreement with that science to underscore the points. 

All presentation will be at FEAST which is located at 25 Burwood Lane at 7 pm on the fourth Monday of each month. The dates and topics for each presentation are listed below: 

September 26, 2011- Is there a God? and What is my Purpose? 
October 24, 2011- Why is there death and suffering in the world? and Why do bad things happen to good people?
January 23, 2012 - Distant Starlight and Time, doesn't this prove the Universe is old?
February 27, 2012- The Science Against Racism, and Where did Cain get his wife from?
March 26 and April 23, 2012 will be selected by the audience from a list of big questions which we have pieced together scientific and biblically agreeable answers for. So this program is customized for the audience. 
A companion young children's program will also be provided each evening. We thank the Williams in advance for providing this service. Go to the FEAST website to RSVP for each session.
Around Texas 
Houston:  
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) usually meets around the last Thursday of each month. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.
Click on the link below to get information on this conference exploring the creation controversy from the perspective of theologians. Be warned that this event is sponsored by “Reasons to Believe” and therefore there will be a strong leaning in this conference toward “Old Earth Creationism.”




Glen Rose:  
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 
Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 
Greater San Antonio area: 
Watch Creation in the 21st Century, hosted by Dr. Carl Baugh at 3:00 AM on Friday. Can watch online at http://www.tbn.org/watch-us/
 

Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast).  http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
 To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address.  http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. (Thanks to Dr. Carl Williams for researching this.)
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Genetic Entropy and Is Evolution Bad for Science? 
Our meeting in August centered around two videos of lectures by Dr. John C. Sanford, an eminent plant geneticist who used to be an atheist, but turned to Christianity as a result of his research. Scott Lane presented this material in an interactive power point presentation with large clips from Dr. Sanford's lectures included. 

The topic for the first lecture discussed How Evolution is Bad for Science? This discussion showed how evolution has cut off all free inquiry, high jacked resources and miss-directed investigations in science toward political dogma, rather than operational science. Along with this discussion it revealed the role of a power elite in our society with a vested interest to continue this allegiance to the religion of evolution. Also discussed was the spiritual side of this whole debate and the role that man's carnal mind plays in this affair. 

The second lecture centered on the topic of "Genetic Entropy." This presentation featured startling evidence that evolution has been rigorously falsified (disproven). We used new Mendel's Accountant program to show that neither the evolutionary model nor the Old Earth creationist model is supported by genetic evidence. The genetic evidence is however fully supportive of the Young Earth Creation Model! Another revelation of this data is that our genome is degenerating at a rate that will make the human race extinct within 6000 to 10,000 years! This new computer program is available for free download and can be invaluable for demonstrations and experiments in schools. To download it or get more information go to http://mendelsaccount.sourceforge.net  
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 13, 2011, at 7 pm 
 Our September meeting will feature the video Metamorphosis: The Beauty and Design of Butterflies. This documentary explores the extraordinary life cycle of these remarkable insects. It also shows why the only reasonable explanation for their origin is an intelligent designer. Metamorphosis was filmed in Mexico, Ecuador, and two of the leading research centers in North America—Butterfly World (Ft. Lauderdale, Florida) and the McGuire Center for Lepidoptera (University of Florida). It features the first extensive MRI images of a caterpillar’s transformation, inside a chrysalis. 

This evidence is what the esteemed Dr. Duane Gish often used in debates with evolutionists with the immediate challenge to the evolutionist to explain how such a transformation process could occur "accidentally" in nature? In 30+ years of debates, there was never a good answer other than it was designed and created by its maker! If you would like to order this video (and we encourage you too) go to  http://www.metamorphosisthefilm.com . This site also contains a preview of this documentary for your perusal.
We encourage you to be with us for this beautiful experience and evidence of God's creation!  As always, we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. We hope to see you there as we explore the wonders of God’s creation!
