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As fall arrives, we hope you and yours are doing well. We at SABBSA also hope you enjoy the coming cooler weather and change in foliage as the Creator designed both for the renewal of our ecology and for our enjoyment. You will find in this Communiqué a wealth of information about upcoming events on the Creation front here in San Antonio (many of which we are sponsoring). Also, we have an intriguing insight into how human migration data, which supposedly validates evolution, can be seen to validate the bible from a creationist perspective. We also have a review of the exciting new video Metamorphosis which we viewed last month and heartily endorse.

Human Migration: Does the Data Support an Evolutionary or a Creationist view?
An interesting question some could ask is why there is so much emerging evidence which is claimed to show that humans migrated over the past 140,000 years, consistent with an evolutionary and old earth timeline? Also, evolutionists would point to is the emerging genetic evidence for the migration of humans which seems tied to the evolutionary story of our evolving in Africa and both spreading and evolving races across the planet over the last 140,000 years. “After all, haven’t scientists proved where we started and how we came to be as races located in certain locales?” Here we will give you a creationist perspective on human DNA ancestry evidence.
What is genetic anthropology?
 (Excerpted from the Human Genome Project Information website.)
Genetic anthropology is an emerging discipline that combines DNA and physical evidence to reveal the history of ancient human migration. It seeks to answer the questions, "Where did we come from, and how did we get here?"

DNA studies indicate that all modern humans share a common female ancestor who lived in Africa about 140,000 years ago, and all men share a common male ancestor who lived in Africa about 60,000 years ago. These were not the only humans who lived in these eras, and the human genome still contains many genetic traits of their contemporaries. Humanity's most recent common ancestors are identifiable because their lineages have survived by chance in the special pieces of DNA that are passed down the gender lines nearly unaltered from one generation to the next. These ancestors are part of a growing body of fossil and DNA evidence indicating that modern humans arose in sub-Saharan Africa and began migrating, starting about 65,000 years ago, to populate first southern Asia, China, Java, and later Europe. Each of us living today has DNA that contains the story of our ancient ancestors' journeys.
Editor’s note: The years quoted are based on a supposition of what the mutation rate is and this rate then is used to extrapolate dates based on the amount of mutation from the supposed first ancestor. This introduces two suppositions into the calculation which could be in error. First that the African sample is the progenitor (the first humans) and second that the mutation rate is anywhere close to what they assumed it to be. 
The mutation rate evolutionists use has been selected from a wide range of possible mutation rates largely because this rate fits within their scheme of the time it took humans to evolve and migrate. There is other data suggesting much faster mutation rates which would mean that human migration across the world occurred much faster than the 140,000 year scheme generally proposed and hence this accelerated time frame could work well within the young earth creationist view.
How do genes tell the story of our ancient ancestors' migrations?

When DNA is passed from one generation to the next, most of it is mixed by the processes that make each person unique from his or her parents. Some special pieces of DNA, however, remain virtually unaltered as they pass from parent to child. One of these pieces is carried by the Y chromosome, which is passed only from father to son. Another piece, mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA), is passed (with few exceptions) only from mother to child. Since the DNA in the Y chromosome does not mix with other DNA, it is like a genetic surname that allows men to trace their paternal lineages. Similarly, mtDNA allows both men and women to trace their maternal lineages. 

Both the Y chromosome DNA and mtDNA are subject to occasional harmless mutations that become inheritable genetic markers. After several generations, a particular genetic marker is carried by almost all male and female inhabitants of the region in which it arose. When people leave that region, they carry the marker with them. By studying the genes of many different indigenous populations, scientists can trace when and where a particular marker arose. Each marker contained in a person’s DNA represents a location and migration pattern of that person’s ancient ancestors. 

For example, roughly 70% of English men, 95% of Spanish men, and 95% of Irish men have a distinctive Y-chromosome mutation known as M173. The distribution of people with this mutation, in conjunction with other DNA analyses, indicates that the men's ancestors moved north out of Spain into England and Ireland at the end of the last ice age. 

How is the age of each mtDNA or Y chromosome ancestor determined? 

Scientists assume that random mutations in specific pieces of human DNA occur at a constant rate. (Editor’s Note: This is a dangerous assumption with data which indicates it is a false assumption and thus we must question conclusions about the dates of human ancestry based upon such an assumption.) A comparative study of mtDNA from people of many different geographical regions reveals the number and order of mutations that have occurred since the most recent common ancestor. Once the rate of mutations is determined, the time at which any given mutation arose can be determined by counting the number of mutations that have occurred since its appearance. Estimates of the mtDNA mutation rate were made by studying the mtDNA of groups of people whose ancestors migrated at known times. New research shows that some regions of mtDNA mutate much faster than others. (Editor’s Note: Here they even admit to the fact that mutation rates are not constant and thus their primary assumptions are in error.) This discovery makes the mtDNA mutation rate uncertain and gives a broad margin of error for ages determined with mtDNA. 

Editor’s Note: The uncertainties which this government sponsored, evolutionary scientist made website refers to is what allows a scientifically viable alternative time frame and interpretation for the migration of man. If you will examine the diagram of human migration based on mitochondrial DNA below you find that it can easily support a biblical interpretation.
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Note in the drawing how the true “spring board” for all migration is not from Africa, but from the Middle East as the bible describes. It is pure assumption by evolutionists that the African strains of human DNA were the first and it well could be that it is the Middle Eastern strains which were the progenitors, which would mean the arrows leading from Africa to the Middle East should be reversed and their special DNA identity was derived from their isolation bottleneck in Africa. The further assumption of scientifically supported higher mutation rates could lead us to see this whole pattern for human migration as being the routes of migration taken by humans after the biblical dispersal at Babel, all accomplished in the last 10,000 years.
Model of Human Migration based on Mitochondrial DNA
A New Resource from ICR!

	




	Here's something worth a post or a tweet!
The Institute for Creation Research has debuted That’s a Fact, a new series of online video shorts aimed at delivering fascinating facts about science, the Bible, and more in an entertaining manner--in two minutes or less.

The first episode, "Measuring Billions," shows just how big the number one billion is, from how many trips around the world one billion frequent flier miles will get you to how long it would take someone to count from one to one billion.

New episodes will appear each month, and viewers can share these fun videos with friends via social media networks. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for new episode announcements and updates.

That’s a Fact is just one of the exciting new developments at ICR in our mission to equip believers with evidence of the Bible's accuracy and authority.

Get Connected!
Now you can follow ICR on popular social media sites like Facebook and Twitter.

Keep up with the latest news feeds, events, and features, like our new That’s a Fact video show, Days of Praise devotionals, Daily Science Updates, ICR radio, and much more.
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FEAST Science Workshop Schedule for 2011 - 2012 

Our friends at the Family Educators Alliance of South Texas (FEAST) chose us again this year to provide the presentations for their Science Workshops. We thank FEAST for their confidence in us and value this continuing relationship with such a fine educational institution. FEAST has asked us to use our new "Answers for Life" program in these presentations. 

"Answers for Life" is geared for adolescents, middle school, high school and college and career. Its presentations attempt to give them answers to the Big Questions in Life? Like, “Is there a God? What is the purpose to life? Why is there death and suffering in the world?” and more... Many of the topics seem philosophical, rather than scientific, but the presentations mix a good deal of both science to back up our conclusions and biblical apologetics in agreement with that science to underscore the points. 

All presentation will be at FEAST which is located at 25 Burwood Lane at 7 pm on the fourth Monday of each month. The dates and topics for each presentation are listed below: 

September 26, 2011- Is there a God? and What is my Purpose? (A youth at our first session said that this could be a very impactful series for the lost!)
October 24, 2011- Why is there death and suffering in the world? and Why do bad things happen to good people?
January 23, 2012 - Distant Starlight and Time, doesn't this prove the Universe is old?
February 27, 2012- The Science Against Racism, and Where did Cain get his wife from?
March 26 and April 23, 2012 will be selected by the audience from a list of big questions which we have pieced together scientific and biblically agreeable answers for. So this program is customized for the audience. 
A companion young children's program will also be provided each evening. We thank the Williams in advance for providing this service. Go to the FEAST website to RSVP for each session.

Coming on March 13 and May 8, 2012 
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Lanny and Marilyn Johnson 
We are happy to announce that Lanny Johnson, from the Alpha Omega Institute will be with us on Tuesday, March 13, 2012. They will be with us in the San Antonio and Houston area at that time and would like to book other venues during their visit. To see a list of what topics are available from Lanny go to http://www.discovercreation.org/events/JohnsonTalksandTopics.htm 
For more information or to book him to speak, please call 210-599-7240 or email lanes_1@sbcglobal.net 
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We are happy to announce that Michael Oard, climatologist from Creation Ministries International (CMI) will be with us on Tuesday, May 8, 2012. Mr. Oard will be with us in the San Antonio area from Friday, May 4 through Tuesday, May 8, 2012 and would like to book other venues during his stay. We would especially like to find two churches for him to speak at on Sunday, May 6. For more information on Michael Oard’s background and ministry go to http://creation.com/michael-oard 
For more information or to book him to speak, please call 210-599-7240 or email lanes_1@sbcglobal.net 
Around Texas 
Houston:  
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) usually meets around the last Thursday of each month. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.
Glen Rose:  
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 

Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 
Greater San Antonio area: 
Watch Creation in the 21st Century, hosted by Dr. Carl Baugh at 3:00 AM on Friday. Can watch online at http://www.tbn.org/watch-us/
 

Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast).  http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
 To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address.  http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. (Thanks to Dr. Carl Williams for researching this.)

Last Month at SABBSA
A Review of the Illustra Media Presentation, Metamorphosis.  

By board member Harry Jackson
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Illustra Media recently released a new video project to complement their other videos such as “Unlocking the Mystery of Life”, “The Privileged Planet”, and “Darwin’s Dilemma.”  The new release entitled, “Metamorphosis,” focuses our attention on the wonders of the “simple” butterflies we take for granted every day.  Soon, the Monarch butterflies will be passing through south Texas on their way to central Mexico and the video contained a lot of information about them so the timing of this viewing was very appropriate.

The organization of the 64-minute video was very easy to follow and the imagery was outstanding.  The video grabs the eye’s attention starting with a visit to Ecuador through close-ups of various butterflies as well as magnetic resonance image (MRI) scans of the butterfly as it morphs within the chrysalis.  Following a brief introduction, the speakers walk us through the life cycle of a butterfly highlighting key facts along the way.  

First, the speakers presented the time from the egg to the end of the caterpillar stage.  Electron microscope images of the eggs show how intricate and varied they can be.  It was interesting to learn that the female tastes, smells, and visually inspects the plant before depositing an egg to ensure the caterpillar is on the correct plant as each specific species of caterpillar prefers to eat from only one species of plant.  During this section they described the two type of cells found in the caterpillar: larval and imaginal cells.  The larval cells are those that form the body and systems supporting the caterpillar while the imaginal cells eventually will start the various bodily systems of the butterfly.

Next, the team leads us through the metamorphosis process after the caterpillar transforms into the chrysalis.  In the chrysalis, the caterpillar must dissolve the larval cells and build new cells and entirely new body structures.  Here Richard P. Stringer a Professor of Biology at Harrisburg Area Community College describes how he teamed with Duke University to use MRI scans to view inside the chrysalis over the 10-day metamorphosis.  These scans allowed them to build three-dimensional models of the transformation over the 10-day process.  There is an eye-opening analogy presented of the imaginary transformation of a Model T into a Helicopter!
Following the metamorphosis, the team covered the anatomy of the butterfly.  It was astounding to find out the butterfly immediately after emerging from the chrysalis must successfully assemble its straw-like tongue, the proboscis.  If the butterfly cannot lock the two halves together, then it dies of starvation as this is the only way to feed on the nectar.  Other interesting facts covered include the inflation of the wings, the scales of the wings and their functions, multi-faceted compound eyes that use infra-red, visual, and ultra-violet spectrums, colorations, antennae, etc.
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The speakers then focus on the epic travel of the Monarch butterflies from as far north as Canada to central Mexico.  As many as 300 million butterflies gather to winter in Mexico and some will travel as much as 2,500 miles.  The Monarch species use the milkweed as the host for its eggs and therefore its travel is linked to the spring growth of the milkweed.  Over a number of life cycles (caterpillar-butterfly), the butterflies arrive in the northern reaches.  The team covers the incredible details of how this magnificent insect alters its life cycle every fall and then travels up to 50 miles per day to reach the same nesting location in central Mexico.  Amazingly, these great-great-great grandchildren of the butterflies that headed north in the spring do not need a GPS like many drivers on our American roads today.  

Finally the speakers summarize all of the incredible changes and features of both the caterpillar and the butterfly and make the point that an un-directed random chance development cannot explain the origin of this insect.  The fact that all portions of the life cycle must be in place for the butterfly to replicate itself makes the idea of naturalistic evolution an absurdity.  The obvious need for a purposeful intelligent design and future end state must be involved or the caterpillar simply commits suicide by entering the chrysalis stage.

Overall, the video contained a large amount of details about caterpillars, the Chrysalis, and butterflies.  It was well organized and the imagery provided a boost to our understanding of the wonders of the “simple” butterfly.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 11, 2011, at 7 pm 
 Our October meeting will feature the Answers in Genesis video, Genetics, Evolution and Creation: The Most asked Questions. 
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From gene duplication to beneficial mutations, more and more evolutionists are attempting to use discoveries in the field of genetics as proof for common ancestry of life on earth. In [image: image8.jpg]


 this informative new DVD, Georgia Purdom (PhD, molecular genetics) examines these arguments and shows why they are not evidence for common ancestry. Using non-technical language and illustrations, Dr. Purdom examines mitochondrial Eve, proposed human chromosome 2 fusion, ancient repetitive elements (AREs), gene duplication, and beneficial mutations to demonstrate that these “proofs” of evolution are nothing of the kind, but rather can easily be explained from a biblical worldview. (60 minutes) 

We encourage you to be with us for this impactful evidence of God's creation!  As always, we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. We hope to see you there as we explore the wonders of God’s creation!
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