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This month’s Communiqué contains a series of articles on how new archaeological discoveries are being twisted and contorted because they differ from the evolutionary view of history. However, when these finds are put into a creation context, they fit quite well! We also, have details of several creation activities in the San Antonio area available in the near future. Happy New Year to you all.

Point of View Matters!

Dave Nutting often says that when he was an evolutionist he always “looked at things through evolutionary shaded glasses.” Nothing could be truer than when examining new archaeological discoveries reported in the past couple of weeks. Secular scientists insist that point of view and presuppositions have nothing to do with their analysis of archaeological finds. Let’s look at these new finds and judge for ourselves.
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A report by Associated Press writer Daniel Estrin on 12/27/10 said that Israeli archaeologists have found what might be the earliest evidence for the existence of modern man in Israel. Their evidences are teeth which both look human and when subjected to X-rays and CT scans seem to resemble Homo sapiens or modern human teeth.  Dated by the layer of strata in which they were found, they are dating the teeth at 400,000 years old, which would make them twice as old as the oldest Homo sapien finds in Africa. The long held belief has been that man evolved in Africa and then spread abroad in the last 200,000 years. This find challenges both the timetable and even the origin place of man. Click on the picture to view the original article.
Evolutionists while admitting that this find and its discovers are legitimate, say that teeth are sometimes the least dependable of evidence and hope for skulls to be found in the dig and some believe that these will be Neanderthal and not modern human skulls from which these teeth came. They are skeptical of these finds since it would challenge their current view of man’s origins. 

From a creationist perspective, this evidence needs no challenge, nor any side explanation. It is exactly what we would expect to find according to the Bible, which says that man was first formed in the Middle East and it makes sense that his first remains should be found there. While we would take issue with the exact dating of the find, the relative dating of making these finds far younger than African finds fits perfectly within the Biblical-Creation model.

Early Shipping

The Greek Culture Ministry reports finding evidence of tools showing that human ancestors existed on the island of Crete between 130,000 to 700,000 years ago. This differs from the conventional view that man migrated to Europe from Africa by land alone. It also challenges long held assumptions by evolutionists that man only took to the seas in the last 60,000 years. Also from an evolutionary perspective, the dating suggests that these finds were made by precursors to man such as Homo erectus since the dating predates the supposed development of modern man.  It would mean that early hominids such as Homo erectus and even earlier forms would have the cognitive abilities to pull sea faring off as well as develop the tools found. It had been assumed that they did not yet have such cognitive abilities.
This evidence challenges the traditional evolutionary theories of human migration and human development and will cause some discomfort as evolutionists try to fit this evidence into their scheme. For the creationist, this evidence is again just what we would have expected to find. Early man, formed in Eden was cognitively equal to or perhaps even somewhat superior to modern man. He could make tools and take to the seas much earlier than any historical scheme saying that he was a developing ape would allow him to. 
Further, if man lived to very old ages in the ancient past, it would allow him much time to explore new things and make discoveries which our current very short lives preclude one individual from experiencing. The creationist sees this data as fitting well within a Biblical framework and well may be evidence of the spread of humanity after Babel. While again we would debate the exact dating of these tools, we agree with the relative dating and we have to make no adjustments to our theory of human origins as evolutionists are forced to do.

Cancer on the Rise, or Not?

Another debate in the archaeological journals is that of the scarcity of finding cancer in the remains of ancient humans. A recent report by two Egyptologists in the journal Nature Reviews: Cancer notes that there have been only 200 reported cases of ancient human remains (more than 500 years old) with indications of cancer. This is a very low figure out of all of the many thousands of ancient human remains found. It has led to several interpretations of this data. 

First, it appears that cancers have been with us for some time and are not merely a modern problem. Second, this has led some evolutionists to question whether we have sufficient data with only bones and almost no soft tissue to tell whether the incidence of cancer has actually “sky rocketed” in recent years or whether we simply do not have the parts of the remains needed or the best sample of finds to see that the incidence of cancers has been relatively stable from ancient times till today. Third, evolutionists today want to blame our perceived rising incidence of cancers on detection and modern eating habits including obesity, tobacco use, pollution, etc. 
What evolutionists are running from is the supposition from evolution that if we are evolving and natural selection is as active as they suppose, then ancient peoples should have had cancers due to the variability and mutations in their genome, however, natural selection should be “weeding out” these cancers by deaths and lack of reproduction and thus the incidence of cancer should be going down, not up. Evolutionists do have a ready fallback position for this problem in that modern human cultures tend to defend the sick and poorly adapted humans from natural selection and thus this law of nature in humans has been all but arrested and is one of the reasons we see a proliferation of cancers as these Mutations in the genome are perpetuated rather than selected out. 

The easier explanation for this data is to take it as face value. Man had far less cancer in the past than he does today. Logically, this rate of cancer has been rising in humanity throughout our history. This is exactly what the Biblical-Creation model would predict. The original, perfect DNA of the first humans would have no cancers (one of the reasons they could live to 900+ years) and gradually as time went by, mutations collected in the genome (genetic load), cancers first appeared and have become more and more common through the centuries. We would not debate that modern life styles have increased the proliferation of cancers, but the evidence is clear that the incidence of cancer in humans was very low in the ancient past and has been on the rise throughout our history. This data is at odds with an evolutionary framework, but right in line with the Biblical-Creation model.
60 Minutes
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While on the subject of evolutionists seeing only what they want to see, a clearer example could not be shown than a segment of the CBS television show 60 minutes which I saw the day after Christmas. The story was about Jack Horner, who if you don’t know is the archaeologist who inspired most of the interpretations of dinosaurs on the Jurassic Park movies and who is a strong advocate of the thesis that birds evolved from dinosaurs. 

The bulk of this segment was devoted to the discovery by Horner’s colleague Dr. Mary Schweitzer of North Carolina State University who examined the interior of a T-Rex bone which had been cut apart for transport by helicopter and had found soft parts inside the bone, including blood vessels and red blood cells. 
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This could not happen if this find was 70 million years old as advertized and is some of the best evidence yet for man and dinosaurs coexisting and for a young Earth. However, such implications as these were not even mentioned in this segment.  In fact Horner told Schweitzer when she told him of this discovery in the lab that “the creationists are going to love you!” (This was revealed in another story and not part of the 60 minutes piece which was devoid of any mention of creationism.)
Instead, they went on to extrapolate two wildly unscientific theories to cover this find. First, they said that this and other bones that she has examined which reveal interior soft parts in them show that preservation of bone interiors and DNA is much different than we had thought. This is totally ridiculous. DNA out of its supporting cast of RNA and other enzymes degrades rather rapidly. That is what we observe in the laboratory. To say that somehow these soft parts were preserved for 70 million years is preposterous, but they followed up this claim with even worse science.

Horner, ever trying to push his theory of dinosaurs evolving into birds said that this preservation of DNA would allow them within 5 years to create a “dino-chicken”, a progenitor to the chicken evolved from dinosaurs with a tail in place of hind feathers.  He gave as proof of this theory that chickens go through a stage in embryonic development where they have a tail and all we have to do is “turn back on that gene.” This of course is misuse of Haeckel’s Recapitulation theory which has been discredited in mainstream science for more than 100 years and discredited in the literature for more than 50 years. It seems that even pseudoscience is allowed for conventional evolutionists when pushing forward their pet theories and explaining away the creationist implications of a find.
The tragedy was how the reporter (Leslie Stahl) wide eyed and smiling took in all this malarkey about birds being dinosaurs with the look of wonder a child has on Christmas morning. That same look of wonder is being transmitted to our kids as they are fed this pseudoscience as the real thing and led away from the Creator. Sadder still is that 60 minutes would never accept such ridiculous claims from an accountant whose books didn’t balance or a politician whose story didn’t jibe, but they let Horner and Schweitzer have a pass because its supposedly science and it supports the liberal agenda they espouse.

More Crosses to Bear

Another comment by Dave Nutting is about what he calls the “DeFaithing of America” (The systematic elimination of Christian religion in the public sphere in America). More examples of that came just before the New Year. A federal appeals court in December rejected an appeal involving 14 roadside crosses that an appellate panel in August had said were unconstitutional. 
The Utah Highway Patrol and other state agencies had put up the crosses on the side of roads honoring fallen officers and encouraging safe driving. Texas-based “American Atheists Inc.” and three of its Utah members sued the state in 2005 over the states use of the Highway Patrol’s logo on the crosses and said the structures should be removed. The three judge panel of the Denver appellate court said the crosses represent a state endorsement of Christianity.  Another three judge panel in California last week said that a cross in a state park honoring war veterans must come down for the same reason.
See how perverted the Establishment Clause has now been misread. It was constructed to see to it that no religion became the official religion of the nation such as the Anglican Church had in England. But, it was never intended to prohibit the use of generic religion in the public sphere as evidenced by the many signs of Christianity in early American public architecture, the inclusion of prayers to start sessions of congress and the Supreme Court, and beginning of each Supreme Court session by the practice of a catholic “Red Mass.” If the crosses bore the name or insignia of the Catholic Church or Lutheran church or any other with that of the state Highway Department we may have a different story. But, that is not the case, and we see again how our laws which were constructed to help exercise our freedom of religion are being misused to bar religion from the public square.
Around Texas 
Houston:  
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) usually meets around the last Thursday of each month. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.
Glen Rose:  
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 
Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 

Greater San Antonio area: 
Watch Creation in the 21st Century, hosted by Dr. Carl Baugh at 3:00 AM on Friday. Can watch online at http://www.tbn.org/watch-us/
 

Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast).  http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
 To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address.  http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 Kerrville for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. (Thanks to Dr. Carl Williams for researching this.)

Creation Science Workshops with SABBSA at FEAST in 2010 - 2011

SABBSA President Scott Lane has presented the first two of seven portions of his Creation Series to the audiences of the Family Educators Alliance of South Texas (FEAST) Science Workshops this year. We took a break in November and December for the holidays, and will continue this series at FEAST in January. SABBSA Vice President Mrs. Cindy Williams is also providing children’s programs during these presentations for elementary age children and younger. We had great crowds for both the September presentation of Introduction to Creation: The Theories, and October’s  What if God Wrote the Bible? The schedule for the remainder of this series is as follows: 

Jan 24, 2011    Creation and the Courts traces the history of how we came from a country which in 1776 was based on faith in God, to one in 2010 where faith in God is being sterilized from society. It details the court cases which led us from a nation where in 1925 public schools could only teach creation, to 1995 where public schools would only teach evolution. In this session we will examine the implications of continued indoctrination in evolutionary thought on our society and our youth.
Feb 28    Darwin and Radiometric Dating 

Mar 28   Young Earth Evidences 

Apr 25   Underpinnings: Fossils, Physics, and Genetics 

May 23 Biology 
A complete synopsis of each of these presentations is available by going to our website and clicking on the resources page at http://www.sabbsa.org/resources.htm . All presentation will occur the fourth Monday of each month at FEAST (25 Burwood Lane, San Antonio, TX 78216) at 7 pm. To RSVP go to https://www.homeschool-life.com/sysfiles/member/events/events_view.cfm?memberid=455&public=1&private=&eventid=573992 
or call Estella Frias at (210) 342-4674 ext. 59.
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Coming in February

Lanny and Marilyn Johnson from Alpha Omega Institute will be giving a presentation of “The Miracle of Life” at our regular SABBSA meeting on February 8th, 2011. They also desire engagements at area churches around that date.. Lanny and Marilyn are former evolutionists trained in the sciences who came to a settled assurance that all of God's Word can be trusted. They have a variety of presentations including every age group. Topics and descriptions are listed here.  Make contact at 1-800-377-1923 or aoi@discovercreation.org, setup information can be found here.  
 
Last month at SABBSA
We continued to review and refine our new "Answers for Life" presentations using a good deal of Answers in Genesis material in a power point format to allow for discussion and questioning. This teaching attempts to answer the big questions in life such as: Why am I here? Is there a God?; Why is there death and suffering in the world?; etc. This month we previewed presentations: Race and Racism in the Bible and Science; and Distant Starlight and Time; We judged that the presentation on “Races” was in good order and ready for use, but that the “Starlight and Time” show needs a serious rewrite before it is ready for our target audience of youth, young adults and the general public.
Coming to SABBSA in January!
We have a very special treat for you at our January SABBSA meeting. Dr. Carl Baugh, director and founder of the Creation Evidences Museum outside Glen Rose, Texas as well conservator of some of the best creationist artifacts in existence, will be with us. Dr. Baugh will present changes he has made in his "Canopy Theory" in response to new data. We will be invited that evening to review Dr. Baugh's adjustments to his theory. This is a rare opportunity to view new thought in the creation field and interact with an expert in the field. Please join us for this presentation on Tuesday, January 11, 2011 at 7 pm at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. 
