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Merry Christmas from SABBSA. We hope you experience the joys of Christ’s love and the wonder of his coming to this world during this joyous season. Our Communiqué this month features a list of fifteen questions you could pose to an evolutionist with which they would have great difficulty answering. These questions are not ours, but were developed by our friends at Creation Ministries International and we suggest that you visit their website as you peruse these questions to see what more they have to offer.

We also have creationist interpretations for news stories about whale finds in the desert and a proposed “fifth gas giant” which may have been expelled from our solar system. In both of these cases you will find the creationist “back-story” to be illuminating.
15QUESTIONS FOR EVOLUTIONISTS
1. HOW DID LIFE ORIGINATE?
Evolutionist Professor Paul Davies admitted, “Nobody knows how a mixture of lifeless chemicals spontaneously organized themselves into the first living cell.” Andrew Knoll, professor of biology, Harvard, said, “we don’t really know how life originated on this planet”. A minimal cell needs several hundred proteins. Even if every atom in the universe were an experiment with all the correct amino acids present for every possible molecular vibration in the supposed evolutionary age of the universe, not even one average-sized functional protein would form. So how did life with hundreds of proteins originate just by chemistry without intelligent design? creation.com/origin
2. HOW DID THE DNA CODE ORIGINATE?
The code is a sophisticated language system with letters and words where the meaning of the words is unrelated to the chemical properties of the letters—just as the information on this page is not a product of the chemical properties of the ink (or pixels on a screen). What other coding system has existed without intelligent design? How did the DNA coding system arise without it being created? creation.com/code
3. HOW COULD MUTATIONS—ACCIDENTAL COPYING MISTAKES (DNA ‘LETTERS’ EXCHANGED, DELETED OR ADDED, GENES DUPLICATED, CHROMOSOME INVERSIONS, ETC.)—CREATE THE HUGE VOLUMES OF INFORMATION IN THE DNA OF LIVING THINGS?
How could such errors create 3 billion letters of DNA information to change a microbe into a microbiologist? There is information for how to make proteins and also for controlling their use—much like a cookbook contains the ingredients as well as the instructions for how and when to use them. One without the other is useless. See creation.com/meta-information. Mutations are known for their destructive effects, including over 1,000 human diseases such as hemophilia. Rarely are they even helpful. But how can scrambling existing DNA information create a new biochemical pathway or nano-machines with many components, to make ‘goo-to-you’ evolution possible? E.g., How did a 32-component rotary motor like ATP synthase (which produces the energy currency, ATP, for all life), or robots like kinesin (a ‘postman’ delivering parcels inside cells) originate? creation.com/train
4. WHY IS NATURAL SELECTION, A PRINCIPLE RECOGNIZED BY CREATIONISTS, TAUGHT AS ‘EVOLUTION’, AS IF IT EXPLAINS THE ORIGIN OFTHE DIVERSITY OF LIFE?
By definition it is a selective process (selecting from already existing information), so is not a creative process. It might explain the survival of the fittest (why certain genes benefit creatures more in certain environments), 
but not the arrival of the fittest (where the genes and creatures came from in the first place). The death of individuals not adapted to an environment and the survival of those that are suited does not explain the origin of the traits that make an organism adapted to an environment. E.g., how do minor back-and-forth variations in finch beaks explain the origin of beaks or finches? How does natural selection explain goo-to-you evolution? creation.com/defining-terms
5. HOW DID NEW BIOCHEMICAL PATHWAYS, WHICH INVOLVE MULTIPLE ENZYMES WORKING TOGETHER IN SEQUENCE, ORIGINATE?
Every pathway and nano-machine requires multiple protein/enzyme components to work. How did lucky accidents create even one of the components, let alone 10 or 20 or 30+ at the same time, often in a necessary programmed sequence? Evolutionary biochemist Franklin Harold wrote, “we must concede that there are presently no detailed Darwinian accounts of the evolution of any biochemical or cellular system, only a variety of wishful speculations.” creation.com/motor (includes animation)
6. LIVING THINGS LOOK LIKE THEY WERE DESIGNED, SO HOW DO EVOLUTIONISTS KNOW THAT THEY WERE NOT DESIGNED?
Richard Dawkins wrote, “biology is the study of complicated things that have the appearance of having been designed with a purpose.” Francis Crick, the co-discoverer of the double helix structure of DNA, wrote, “Biologists must constantly keep in mind that what they see was not designed, but rather evolved.” The problem for evolutionists is that living things show too much design. Who objects when an archaeologist says that pottery points to human design? Yet if someone attributes the design in living things to a designer, that is not acceptable. Why should science be restricted to naturalistic causes rather than logical causes? creation.com/design_legit
7. HOW DID MULTI-CELLULAR LIFE ORIGINATE?
How did cells adapted to individual survival ‘learn’ to cooperate and specialize (including undergoing programmed cell death) to create complex plants and animals? creation.com/multicellularity
8. HOW DID SEX ORIGINATE?
Asexual reproduction gives up to twice as much reproductive success (‘fitness’) for the same resources as sexual reproduction, so how could the latter ever gain enough advantage to be selected? And how could mere physics and chemistry invent the complementary apparatuses needed at the same time (non-intelligent processes cannot plan for future coordination of male and female organs). creation.com/evosex
9. WHY ARE THE (EXPECTED) COUNTLESS MILLIONS OF TRANSITIONAL FOSSILS MISSING?
Darwin noted the problem and it still remains. The evolutionary family trees in textbooks are based on imagination, not fossil evidence. Famous Harvard paleontologist (and evolutionist), Stephen Jay Gould, wrote, “The extreme rarity of transitional forms in the fossil record persists as the trade secret of paleontology”. Other evolutionist fossil experts also admit the problem. creation.com/pattquote
10. HOW DO ‘LIVING FOSSILS’ REMAIN UNCHANGED OVER SUPPOSED HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF YEARS, IF EVOLUTION HAS CHANGED WORMS INTO HUMANS IN THE SAMETIME FRAME?
Professor Gould wrote, “the maintenance of stability within species must be considered as a major
evolutionary problem.” creation.com/living_fossils
11. HOW DID BLIND CHEMISTRY CREATE MIND/ INTELLIGENCE, MEANING, ALTRUISM AND MORALITY?
If everything evolved, and we invented God, as per evolutionary teaching, what purpose or meaning is there to human life? Should students be learning nihilism (life is meaningless) in science classes? creation.com/chesterton
12. WHY IS EVOLUTIONARY ‘JUST-SO’ STORYTELLING TOLERATED?
Evolutionists often use flexible story-telling to ‘explain’ observations contrary to evolutionary theory. NAS (USA) member Dr Philip Skell wrote, “Darwinian explanations for such things are often too supple: Natural selection makes humans self-centered and aggressive—except when it makes them altruistic and peaceable. Or natural selection produces virile men who eagerly spread their seed—except when it prefers men who are faithful protectors and providers. When an explanation is so supple that it can explain any behavior, it is difficult to test it experimentally, much less use it as a catalyst for scientific discovery.” creation.com/sexstories
13. WHERE ARE THE SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGHS DUE TO EVOLUTION?
Dr Marc Kirschner, chair of the Department of Systems Biology, Harvard Medical School, stated: “In fact, over the last 100 years, almost all of biology has proceeded independent of evolution, except evolutionary biology itself. Molecular biology, biochemistry, physiology, have not taken evolution into account at all.” Dr Skell wrote, “It is our knowledge of how these organisms actually operate, not speculations about how they may have arisen millions of years ago, that is essential to doctors, veterinarians, farmers ….” Evolution actually hinders medical discovery. Then why do schools and universities teach evolution so dogmatically, stealing time from experimental biology that so benefits humankind? creation.com/science#relevance
14. SCIENCE INVOLVES EXPERIMENTING TO FIGURE OUT HOW THINGS WORK; HOW THEY OPERATE. WHY IS EVOLUTION, A THEORY ABOUT HISTORY, TAUGHT AS IF IT IS THE SAME AS THIS OPERATIONAL SCIENCE?
You cannot do experiments, or even observe what happened, in the past. Asked if evolution has been observed, Richard Dawkins said, “Evolution has been observed. It’s just that it hasn’t been observed while it’s happening.” creation.com/notscience#distinction
15. WHY IS A FUNDAMENTALLY RELIGIOUS IDEA, A DOGMATIC BELIEF SYSTEM THAT FAILS TO EXPLAIN THE EVIDENCE, TAUGHT IN SCIENCE CLASSES?
Karl Popper, famous philosopher of science, said “Darwinism is not a testable scientific theory, but a metaphysical [religious] research programme ....” Michael Ruse, evolutionist science philosopher admitted, “Evolution is a religion. This was true of evolution in the beginning, and it is true of evolution still today.” If “you can’t teach religion in science classes”, why is evolution taught? creation.com/evo-religious, and creation.com/notscience
Please read the following story released by AP, and then we will follow with a creationist interpretation of this find.

Whales in the desert: Fossil bonanza poses mystery
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Ancient whale bones discovered in desert
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — More than 2 million years ago, scores of whales congregating off the Pacific Coast of South America mysteriously met their end.

Maybe they became disoriented and beached themselves. Maybe they were trapped in a lagoon by a landslide or a storm. Maybe they died there over a period of a few millennia. But somehow, they ended up right next to one another, many just meters (yards) apart, entombed as the shallow sea floor was driven upward by geological forces and transformed into the driest place on the planet.

Today, they have emerged again atop a desert hill more than a kilometer (half a mile) from the surf, where researchers have begun to unearth one of the world's best-preserved graveyards of prehistoric whales.

Chilean scientists together with researchers from the Smithsonian Institution are studying how these whales, many of them the size of buses, wound up in the same corner of the Atacama Desert…
Experts say other groups of prehistoric whales have been found together in Peru and Egypt, but the Chilean fossils stand out for their staggering number and beautifully preserved bones. More than 75 whales have been discovered so far — including more than 20 perfectly intact skeletons…
"I think they died more or less at the same time," said Nicholas Pyenson, curator of fossil marine mammals at the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History. Pyenson and Suarez are jointly leading the research. As for why such a great number perished in the same place, Pyenson said: "There are many ways that whales could die, and we're still testing all those different hypotheses.”…
So far, the fossils have been found in a roadside strip the length of two football fields — about 240 meters (260 yards) long and 20 meters (yards) wide… (which they believed used to be a lagoon)

Most of the fossils are baleen whales that measured about 8 meters (25 feet) long, Pyenson said. The researchers also discovered a sperm whale skeleton and remains of a now-extinct dolphin that had two walrus-like tusks and previously had only turned up in Peru, he said… Other unusual creatures found elsewhere in the fossil-rich Atacama Desert include an extinct aquatic sloth and a seabird with a 5-meter (17-foot) wingspan, bigger than a condor's.

Erich Fitzgerald, a vertebrate paleontologist at Museum Victoria in Melbourne, Australia, emailed that the latest find is very significant.

"The fossils are exceptionally well preserved and quite complete — a rare combination in paleontology and one that will likely shed light on many facets of the ... ecology and evolution of these extinct species," Fitzgerald said…
Hans Thewissen, an expert on early whales, agreed. Another scenario, he said, is that the whales might have gathered in a lagoon and then an earthquake or storm could have closed off the outlet to the ocean.

"Subsequently the lagoon dries up and the whales die," said Thewissen, a professor of anatomy at Northeast Ohio Medical University. He said the accumulation of so many complete skeletons is "a very unusual situation."

"If this were a lagoon that dried up, you might see signs that ocean water evaporated," such as crystallized salt and gypsum in the rock, said Thewissen, who is not involved in the research. "On the other hand, if a giant wave or storm flung the whales onto shore, it would also have pushed the ocean floor around, and you would see scour marks in the rocks." Dating fossils is complicated, experts said, and it will be very hard to distinguish dates precisely enough to determine whether the whales all died simultaneously…
Suarez, the paleontologist, had long known about the whale bones just north of Caldera — they could be seen jutting out of the sandstone ridge alongside the highway at the spot known as Cerro Ballena, or Whale Hill. When road work began last year, the construction company asked him to monitor the job to avoid destroying fossils.

"In the first week, about six or seven whales appeared," Suarez said. "We realized that it was a truly extraordinary site." The Chilean government has declared the site a protected zone, and Pyenson said he hopes a museum will be built to showcase the intact skeletons where they lie, in the same way fossils are displayed at Dinosaur National Monument in Utah and Colorado. Suarez thinks there are probably fossils of hundreds of whales waiting to be uncovered — enough to keep him working at this one spot for the rest of his life.

Editor’s Note: Now, the “Rest of the Story.” What is not mentioned anywhere in here is the easy creationist interpretation of this find. Scientists theorized that these whales may have been covered over rapidly by a storm or tidal wave, since there was no mention of  crystallization to indicate evaporation of a closed lagoon trapping them, and the extraordinarily complete and well preserved nature of all of these fossils (only possible with rapid burial). Indeed, we would submit that the greatest storm of all may be to blame for this mass graveyard of whales. 
A mass burial by the world wide flood of Noah’s time explains all of the available data on this find perfectly. The dating of the finds to 2 to 7 million years can be discounted due to the innate inaccuracies in radiometric dating. All the fossils being buried in the same layer of strata has caused even many of the evolutionists to conclude that these animals did not die over long periods of time, but at the same time and catastrophically. This is another prime example of the numerous “fossil graveyards” found round the world which testify to the world wide flood!
Now, read this article from the San Antonio Express-News 11/11/11 and we will explain the creationist non-implications
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	Was a fifth gas giant ejected from our solar system?  Jumping Jupiter!




Our solar system has eight official planets – four gas giant worlds like Jupiter and four small rocky worlds like Earth. But until the solar system was 600 million years old, it might have had a fifth giant planet. What’s more, Earth might have been spared from a collision with Mars or Venus by the process in which this fifth giant world was ejected from our solar system.

Dr. David Nesvorny of the Southwest Research Institute in Boulder, Colorado is author of an article on this subject published in The Astrophysical Journal Letters this month (November, 2011). He used what is called the jumping Jupiter theory to draw the conclusion that the solar system might have originally had five gas giant worlds. 

According to Nesvorny, 600 million years into our solar system’s history, the orbits of the giant planets were affected by a dynamical instability. That is a gravitational instability caused by the fact of many bodies in orbit around the sun. As a result of this instability, the giant planets and smaller bodies scattered away from each other.

According to this scenario, some small bodies moved into the Kuiper Belt to become objects like Pluto and Eris. Other small bodies traveled inward, producing impacts on the terrestrial planets and leaving behind the craters on the moon we still see today. The giant planets moved as well, Nesvorny said. Jupiter, for example, which is the largest body in our solar system today besides the sun, scattered most small bodies outward and moved inward.

This scenario presents a problem, however. Slow changes in Jupiter’s orbit, such as the ones expected from interaction with small bodies, would have conveyed too much momentum to the orbits of the terrestrial planets, stirring up or disrupting the inner solar system and possibly causing Earth to collide with Mars or Venus. Nesvorny said:

Colleagues suggested a clever way around this problem. They proposed that Jupiter’s orbit quickly changed when Jupiter scattered off of Uranus or Neptune during the dynamical instability in the outer solar system.

The jumping-Jupiter theory, as it is known, is less harmful to the inner solar system, because the orbital coupling between the terrestrial planets and Jupiter is weak if Jupiter jumps.

Nesvorny conducted thousands of computer simulations of the early solar system to test the jumping-Jupiter theory. He found that, as hoped for, in the simulations Jupiter did in fact jump by scattering from Uranus or Neptune. When it jumped, however, Uranus or Neptune was knocked out of the solar system. Since both planets still orbit the sun, Nesvorny said: “Something was clearly wrong.”
Motivated by these results, Nesvorny wondered whether the early solar system could have had five giant planets instead of four. ..
By running the simulations with an additional giant planet with mass similar to that of Uranus or Neptune, things suddenly fell in place. One planet was ejected from the solar system by Jupiter, leaving four giant planets behind, and Jupiter jumped, leaving the terrestrial planets undisturbed. He said:

The possibility that the solar system had more than four giant planets initially, and ejected some, appears to be conceivable in view of the recent discovery of a large number of free-floating planets in interstellar space, indicating the planet ejection process could be a common occurrence.

Bottom line: Computer simulations by an astronomer at the Southwest Research Institute in Boulder suggests that our solar system might once have had five gas giant planets, instead of four. Dr. David Nesvorny used what is called the jumping Jupiter theory to reach this conclusion.

Editor’s Note: It must be noted that this is just one of around a hundred theories for how our solar system formed and none of them hold water for the whole system. Any scenario which correctly explains the formation of the gas giants does not give a good explanation of how the rocky inner planets evolved. Any scenario which explains the formation of the rocky inner planets suitably, does not give a good explanation of how the outer planets formed.
In this scenario thousands of computer simulations could not resolve the formation of the outer planets and so they simply invented a fifth gas giant because it made the simulation work. There is however, no evidence that this solar system ever had a fifth gas giant, and this scenario does not resolve the other issues of dissimilar formation of the inner and outer planets. In essence it’s just another idea out there with little or no evidence to support it. We must be very careful when these ideas hit the air waves to identify them for what they are which is unproved hypotheses and not even a working theory. Worse than that, it is an unproved hypothesis in a sea of more than a hundred unproved hypotheses, none of which completed fit our solar system. Bottom line- we have lots of ideas, but no one knows how this solar system was formed except the Creator!
FEAST Science Workshop Schedule for 2011 - 2012 

Our friends at the Family Educators Alliance of South Texas (FEAST) chose us again this year to provide the presentations for their Science Workshops. We thank FEAST for their confidence in us and value this continuing relationship with such a fine educational institution. FEAST has asked us to use our new "Answers for Life" program in these presentations. 

"Answers for Life" is geared for adolescents, middle school, high school and college and career. Its presentations attempt to give them answers to the Big Questions in Life? Like, “Is there a God? What is the purpose to life? Why is there death and suffering in the world?” and more... Many of the topics seem philosophical, rather than scientific, but the presentations mix a good deal of both science to back up our conclusions and biblical apologetics in agreement with that science to underscore the points. 

All presentation will be at FEAST which is located at 25 Burwood Lane at 7 pm on the fourth Monday of each month. The dates and topics for each presentation are listed below: 

September 26, 2011- Is there a God? and What is my Purpose? (A youth at our first session said that this could be a very impactful series for the lost!)
October 24, 2011- Why is there death and suffering in the world? and Why do bad things happen to good people? (Attendees were impressed with the biblical discoveries they made in this session!)
January 23, 2012 - Distant Starlight and Time, doesn't this prove the Universe is old?
February 27, 2012- The Science Against Racism, and Where did Cain get his wife from?
March 26 and April 23, 2012 will be selected by the audience from a list of big questions which we have pieced together scientific and biblically agreeable answers for. So this program is customized for the audience. 
A companion young children's program will also be provided each evening. We thank the Williams in advance for providing this service. Go to the FEAST website to RSVP for each session.

Coming on March 13 and May 8, 2012 [image: image4.jpg]



Lanny and Marilyn Johnson 
We are happy to announce that Lanny Johnson, from the Alpha Omega Institute will be with us on Tuesday, March 13, 2012. They will be with us in the San Antonio and Houston area at that time and would like to book other venues during their visit. To see a list of what topics are available from Lanny go to http://www.discovercreation.org/events/JohnsonTalksandTopics.htm 

For more information or to book him to speak, please call 210-599-7240 or email lanes_1@sbcglobal.net 
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We are happy to announce that Michael Oard, climatologist from Creation Ministries International (CMI) will be with us on Tuesday, May 8, 2012. Mr. Oard will be with us in the San Antonio area from Friday, May 4 through Tuesday, May 8, 2012 and would like to book other venues during his stay. We would especially like to find two churches for him to speak at on Sunday, May 6. For more information on Michael Oard’s background and ministry go to http://creation.com/michael-oard 

For more information or to book him to speak, please call 210-599-7240 or email lanes_1@sbcglobal.net 
Around Texas 

Houston:  
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) usually meets around the last Thursday of each month (although they are planning next year to move their meetings to the first Thursday of each month to coordinate with SABBSA and the Dallas group for national speakers). They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.

Glen Rose:  
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 

Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 

Greater San Antonio area: 

Watch Creation in the 21st Century, hosted by Dr. Carl Baugh at 3:00 AM on Friday. Can watch online at http://www.tbn.org/watch-us/
 

Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast).  http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
 To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address.  http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. (Thanks to Dr. Carl Williams for researching this.)

Last Month at SABBSA
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Our November focused on the topic of Distant Starlight and Time; doesn't this prove the Universe is old? This is a reworked and far better presentation on this “sticky” subject of a supposedly ancient universe not matching up with what the Bible suggests. SABBSA Board members Scott Lane and   Dr. Daniel Harris (both pictured at left) have collaborated to make this power point presentation into a clear picture of why the “Big Bang” cosmology does not work and cannot be true, and how current evidence of the cosmos fits well into biblical interpretations.
We thank the attendees that evening for their valuable input and are working to make the presentation briefer and even more impactful in the future.
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Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 13, 2011, at 7 pm 
In December we will view six animated mini-videos. You've never seen the creation issue addressed quite this way before! If you want teaching that is fun and exciting, you need "Check This Out!"(this also happens to be the title of the presentation) 

This creative, cutting-edge new DVD is loaded with six mini-videos (3 to 4 minutes apiece), each covering a distinct "hot topic" in the creation/evolution debate and each answering the controversy at warp speed! The topics covered include: Radiometric Dating; Fossils and the Flood; The Origin of Races; Pain & Suffering; The Nature of Science; and Evolution Refuted. This format is the fastest and most succinct videos for discussing these topics ever produced by AIG. Please join us in December. If you would like an inexpensive download of this video miniseries you can click on the address below:
http://store.answersingenesis.org/WebServices/images/37-6962-ImageEnlarge.jpeg 
As always we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. We hope to see you there!

