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We at SABBSA are hoping you are enjoying the warmth and breezes of spring and anticipating the coming of Easter. We thank God for the beauty of His creation and the gift of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

 As young Earth creationists, we take the most heat for our young Earth stance. Many would leave us alone and even accept us if we would compromise on this one point. What evidence do we see for a young Earth? To answer that question this month’s Communiqué contains a listing of more than fifty young Earth evidences, as well as a commentary by Dr. Daniel Harris on just one of these evidences and new data surrounding it. 

Very Old, or Not so Much?

As mentioned above, the scientific community would be perfectly comfortable with us if we just compromise on two points of contention between us. The first is accepting that evolution is the method by which God placed life forms on this planet. That is an assertion we exert most of our energy refuting, and thus we will take time off of that today to deal with a young Earth. 

Likewise, the mainstream scientific community as well as society in general would be far more accepting of us if we would just allow for the Earth to have been created by God about 4.56 billion years ago. Why won’t we compromise? Is it blind faith in the Bible? The Bible does infer that the Earth and this universe were created in the last several thousand years, but it gives us no firm dates. 
The reasons for our deep faith in a young Earth are twofold. The Bible does not give a firm date, but it is clear from the text that a creation date sometime in the past 6000 to 10,000 or so years is inferred. If we try “pushing back” the creation date much beyond 10,000 years, it stretches the text completely out of any reasonable interpretation of meaning. As literal creationists, we take God at His word for what He did and how He did it. We believe His word is infallible and inerrant and as such should not be read allegorically, nor should we write in explanations in the “gaps.” But, our faith is bolstered by even more than just blind faith in the Creator.
The fact is that the two classes of dating evidence which seem to point to an old Earth (radiometric dating and ice cores) do not conclusively prove the Earth is old. The radiometric dating techniques are based on three major assumptions, all of which fall apart when held up to scrutiny (for an in depth description of these assumptions and their failings see our October 2001 newsletter). Ice core evidence can also be reinterpreted from a creationist framework to suggest not hundreds of thousands of years of Earth history, but just a few thousand (for more on ice cores se our August 2010 newsletter). But, this is all evidence suggesting that the old Earth age is wrong. Is there any real proof that the Earth is truly young in science? Let’s look at a list of young earth evidences with a brief explanation of each.
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The Best and Most Used Evidence of a Young Earth
Polonium Haloes (pictured at right) – Evidence which not only proves that radiometric dating is unreliable because radioactive decay rates have varied in the past, but also shows evidence that the Earth was created in a split second as the Bible states.
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Atmospheric Helium – The amount of helium in the upper atmosphere equates to the amount which would have been collected by radioactive decay in about 10,000 years.

Short Period Comets- should have a life expectancy of less than 10,000 years and thus should all be gone. Their presence suggests the solar system and thus the Earth are quite young. 
Coal and Oil Formation- It does not take millions of years to form coal and oil. We can do it in a lab in 20 minutes using temperature, pressure and catalysts. These same ingredients including the catalysts and a peat bog were included in the eruption of Mount St. Helens and show nature too can make coal and oil very rapidly.
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Oil Reservoir Cap Rock- Research shows that under the pressure exerted by the average oil find, the cap rock encasing the pressurized oil and keeping it from leaking to the surface would fracture and give way in no more than 10,000 years. So oil made in the Earth could not have been trapped and kept there for millions of years.

Jewelry in Coal- Bells, necklaces, boots and other items found in coal veins shows that these veins were produced in the very recent past when men walked the Earth (not millions of years ago). The bell pictured was found in a coal formation.
Shrinking Sun- Harvard’s Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics researched 400 years of data all showing the sun shrinking at a rate of about 5 feet per hour or about 0.1% per century. This would make the sun about 6% larger 6000 years ago (negligible). But, 200 million years ago Earth would have been inside the sun!

Ocean Salinity - The oceans could have reached their current salinity levels in 260 million years at the current rate of runoff and deposition (far short of the 3 billion year theorized age of our oceans). If you include the event of the worldwide flood, this number can drop to the 10,000 year level that all of these other measures have shown.
Ocean Mineral Content- other minerals show similar evidence. This list shows how quickly other minerals would have reached their current levels in the oceans at current deposition rates- 

ALUMINUM– 100 years; MAGNESIUM 45,000; SILICON 8000; POTASSIUM 11,000,000; COPPER 50,000; GOLD 560,000; SILVER 2,100,000; MERCURY 42,000; LEAD 2000;  TIN 100,000; and NICKEL 18,000
· All of these times come down to 10,000 years or less if we include the rapid deposition event of the flood!
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Depletion of the Earth’s Magnetic Field- The Earth’s magnetic field is decaying with a half life of 1400 years. This means that 10,000 years ago the Earth would have the magnetic field of our sun. That never could be so, thus this sets an upper bound for the age of the Earth.

Earth’s Rotation is Slowing- Currently the earth rotates at 1000 mph at the equator and is slowing over time. By an evolutionary time scale we should have stopped rotating long ago. If we extrapolate back using the current slowing rate we find that the earth 4.6 billion years ago would have been rotating so fast as to make it flatten out into a pancake. This obviously did not happen and the Earth is obviously younger than theorized. 
[image: image8.jpg]


Recession of the Moon- The moon is much too close to the Earth for it to have formed 4.5 billion years ago. At its present rate of recession (moving away from us) of 3.8 cm per year it should be much farther away from us than it is. This suggests the Earth – Moon system is younger than evolutionists believe. This problem has led evolutionists to wild “moon capture” and “big splash” theories to explain away this data.
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Population Growth- If you start with 8 people (Ark) and assume a ½% (very conservative considering today’s population growth rate = 2%) population growth for the last 4500 years since the flood, you get a world population of between 6 and 8 billion people which is almost exactly the population of the world today. If you assume this same rate of growth and put man on the earth 1 million years ago as evolutionists do, then we would have 102100 factorial people (all continents covered with people shoulder to shoulder and stacked on top of each other into space). Obviously, the Creation extrapolation fits our current data much better!

Editor’s Note- The explanations of these evidences are very brief for the purposes of this article. If you want more on any one of these evidences, please see our Newsletters from February and April of 2002. 
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Good Evidence which is Not as Well Known
POYNTING-ROBERTSON EFFECT – The sun and planets gravity and motions would have swept this solar system clean of all dust debris in less than 10, 000 years. The presence of so much debris in our solar system says that this system is less than 10,000 years old.
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COMET WATER- Evolutionists theorized comet collisions gave us the water for our oceans. Comet water however, contains a high level of deuterium not found in our oceans. Thus, no large part of our water on Earth came from comets. It looks as if the Earth’s water was created with the planet as the Bible suggests.
SATURN’S RINGS- are still unstable and could not remain in such a tight configuration for millions of years.
NO FOSSIL METEORITES- If meteors have been bombarding the Earth for 4.6 billion years; we should find them buried in the rock strata. We do not. We only find meteorites in the very upper levels of the Earth’s surface, testifying to the fact that the Earth has been here a short time and that the strata which evolutionists say was deposited by eons of time was in fact laid down catastrophically by the flood.
TIGHT STAR CLUSTERS- The fact that galaxies and other star clusters have such beautiful and tight spiral shapes is a problem for old age theorists. The fact that the inner and outer parts of these structures are moving at different speeds should have deformed them long ago. Their tight spiral shapes scream for a recent creation.
LAVA EFFLUX- we constantly find lava flows which we observe on Earth and know to be less than 400 years old which date to millions or billions of years, testifying to the unreliability of radiometric dating. Further, the volume of lava on Earth divided by its rate of efflux yields only a few million years. This indicates that the Earth is not billions of years old.
CONTINENTAL EROSION- The continents are eroding at a rate that would level them in much less than 25 million years. The continents are far from level, and thus must be far less than 25 million years old.
TOPSOIL THICKNESS- Topsoil takes only a few thousand years to form. The present thickness of topsoil indicates a young earth.
MOON HAS SHORT LIVED U236 / TH230 – the presence of the short lived isotopes on the moon shows that it was recently created.
SATURN / JUPITER COOLING FAST - Jupiter and Saturn are cooling off rather rapidly. They are losing heat twice as fast as they gain it from the sun. They cannot be billions of years old.
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NIAGARA FALLS EROSION RATE- Erosion rates limit Niagara Falls to an age of less than 10,000 years. This fits well with many other dating methods mentioned here. 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER DELTA- the size of the Mississippi River delta divided by the sediment accumulation rate gives an age of less than 30,000 years. If you throw in the flood and post ice age runoff, this can come down to 10,000.
SAHARA DESERT EXPANSION RATE- The Sahara Desert is expanding at such a rate that it can be only a few thousand years old, indicating a young Earth.
OLDEST CORAL = 4200 YEARS- A number which gives striking evidence that they date to the time just after the worldwide flood.
OLDEST TREE = 4300 YEARS- Another number which gives striking evidence that they date to the time just after the worldwide flood.
[image: image13.jpg]


OLDEST WRITTEN RECORDS DATE BACK ONLY 6000 YEARS- A number strikingly consistent with biblical accounts.
Jupiter’s moon, Io (pictured to the right) is losing matter to Jupiter. It cannot be billions of years old or it would have withered away long ago. 
Jupiter’s moon, Ganymede has a strong magnetic field. It should have weakened considerably by now, but hasn’t. (from www.earthage.org)
[image: image14.emf]Dinosaur bones- Many are not mineralized or turned into stone. This means they can be directly dated by the Carbon-14 method, the exact same way a mammoth or Neanderthal bone is dated.  This has also been done on numerous occasions by various laboratories in the United States and Europe, and the dates indicate that dinosaurs were alive from 9,800 -- 50,000 years ago. (from www.earthage.org)
Red blood Cells found in dinosaur bones- A strong indication that it is young: probably less than 10,000 years old. When Mary Schweitzer (an evolutionist) first saw the bones under a microscope, she said:"’I got goose bumps,"..."It was exactly like looking at a slice of modern bone.  But ... I couldn't believe it.  I said to the lab technician: 'The bones, after all, are 65 million years old. How could blood cells survive that long?'" (from www.earthage.org)
San Andreas Fault- The fault crosses Sand Point, Tom's Point, and Lagunitas Creek and yet none of them appear to be offset at all.  This evidence suggests that this fault is quite young -- on the order of a few thousand years old. (from www.earthage.org) 
Eve's Mitochondrial DNA- In 1989 scientists said that they had compared the Mitochondrial DNA of various different races of people and concluded that they all came from a single woman (they called her Eve) who lived from 100,000-200,000 years ago. This story was widely reported in the press.  A few years later scientists actually measured the rate of mitochondrial mutations and discovered that they changed about 20 times faster than was earlier reported.  This means that Eve did not live 100,000-200,000 years ago but rather only 5,000-10,000.  This greatly revised date is very close to the Biblical account of Adam and Eve. (from www.earthage.org)
Carbon 14 from (supposedly) Old Sources-Carbon 14 is found in organic materials of all types, including diamonds, coal seams, carbonized wood, unfossilized wood and dinosaur bones.  In fact, that is the problem.  In other words, Carbon 14 is found where it shouldn't be -- if the earth were "billions of years" old.  (from www.earthage.org)
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Strata Composition- The almost complete absence of evidence of erosion or soil layers or the activity of living things (plant roots, burrow marks, etc.) at the upper surface of the various strata (showing that the stratum did not lay there for thousands or millions of years before the next layer was deposited).
 Polystrate fossils (usually trees as pictured at left) that cut through more than one layer of rock (even different kinds of rock supposedly deposited over thousands if not millions of years). The trees would have rotted and left no fossil evidence if the deposition rate was that slow.

Soft-sediment deformation- thousands of feet of sedimentary rocks (of various layers) are bent (like a stack of thin pancakes over the edge of a plate), as we see at the mile-deep Kaibab Upwarp in the Grand Canyon. Clearly the whole, mile-deep deposit of various kinds of sediment was still relatively soft and probably wet (not like it is today) when the earthquake occurred that uplifted one part of the series of strata.

Many fossils show very rapid burial and fossilization. For example, soft parts (jellyfish, animal feces, scales and fins of fish) or whole, large, fully-articulated skeletons (e.g., whales or large dinosaurs such as T-Rex) are preserved. Or we find many creatures’ bodies contorted. All this evidence shows that these creatures were buried rapidly (in many cases even buried alive) and fossilized before scavengers, micro-decay organisms and erosional processes could erase the evidence. These are found all over the world and all through the various strata. 
Too few supernova remnants- According to astronomical observations, galaxies like our own experience about one supernova (a violently-exploding star) every 25 years. The gas and dust remnants from such explosions (like the Crab Nebula) expand outward rapidly and should remain visible for over a million years. Yet the nearby parts of our galaxy in which we could observe such gas and dust shells contain only about 200 supernova remnants. That number is consistent with only about 7,000 years worth of supernovas. 
Not enough mud on the sea floor.

	
Rivers and dust storms dump mud into the sea much faster than plate tectonic subduction can remove it.


Each year, water and winds erode about 20 billion tons of dirt and rock from the continents and deposit it in the ocean. This material accumulates as loose sediment on the hard basaltic (lava-formed) rock of the ocean floor. The average depth of all the sediment in the whole ocean is less than 400 meters. The main way known to remove the sediment from the ocean floor is by plate tectonic subduction. That is, sea floor slides slowly (a few cm/year) beneath the continents, taking some sediment with it. According to secular scientific literature, that process presently removes only 1 billion tons per year. As far as anyone knows, the other 19 billion tons per year simply accumulate. At that rate, erosion would deposit the present mass of sediment in less than 12 million years. Yet according to evolutionary theory, erosion and plate subduction have been going on as long as the oceans have existed, an alleged three billion years. If that were so, the rates above imply that the oceans would be massively choked with sediment dozens of kilometers deep. An alternative (creationist) explanation is that erosion from the waters of the Genesis flood running off the continents deposited the present amount of sediment within a short time of about 5,000 years ago. (Reprinted from AIG)
The debatable Evidences
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Moon dust and Earth’s nickel content- The LEM and Surveyor 3 in 1967 were equipped with large surface area pads preventing them from sinking into a potentially large accumulation of meteor dust on the moon.   Meteoric dust is constantly flying through space.   The earth’s atmosphere burns or re-distributes this dust such that it does not accumulate to very high levels.   However, since the moon has no atmosphere, there was a concern that (depending on the age of the moon) the dust accumulation could be fairly deep.    The rate of accumulation (which is under controversy) in 1967 with an assumed 4.5 billion year-old moon resulted in 182 feet of dust.   When actually measured it was found to be 1.5 to 3 inches deep which agreed with an age of 10,000 years.  In addition, the dust has a high nickel content, which if accumulating for billions of years, would make the earth’s crust very rich in nickel.   However, the data, which tells us that there is no large presence of nickel, again suggests an age of 10,000 years. 
To be fair, some have pointed out that the rate of accumulation used to calculate the 182 feet number is an obsolete number dating back to early 1960’s (Hans Pettersson).    According to this camp, Pettersson’s 15 million tons/year is orders of magnitude greater than the more recent satellite measurements of 18,000 to 25,000 tons/year.    The argument is made that this data is more recent and should be accepted over the out-dated Pettersson number.  We creationists need to be careful with our credibility and perhaps follow the advice of creationists Snelling and Rush who penned in the abstract of an 1993 technical paper “…until new evidence is forthcoming [regarding the data of actual accumulation], creations should not continue to use the dust on the moon as evidence against an old age for the moon and the solar system”

This new data if extrapolated linearly over 3 to 5 billion years yields moon dust accumulations of 3 to 5 inches which is amazingly close to the actual 2 to 3 inches found and seemingly validates an evolutionary timeline. However, if you make the logical assumption that the current rates are 10, 100 or even 1000 times less than what was true in the early stages of the evolutionary solar system, then the amount soon climbs to anywhere between 3 feet and 90 feet. This again presents a problem for evolutionists.

Noachian Flood- It is significant that there exist over 200 flood accounts all over the world, which are 60 to 90 % in agreement.   The fundamentals are consistent: (1) flood due to man’s sin, (2) man saved in a boat, (3) it was God directed & (4) animals were on the boat.    The flood is consistent with catastrophism found so prevalent in the “geologic column”.   The dimensions of the boat were 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide and 30 cubits high (450 ft x 75 ft x 45 ft – Gen 6:15) which is a 6:1 length to width ration.  Modern shipbuilding acknowledges that these dimensions are optimally stable.   Such preparation would imply that the flood was not a tranquil flood.
All of this is by no means an exhaustive listing of young earth evidences, but it does give one a real feel for the wealth of what’s out there which shows the Earth is young and that science is in agreement with the biblical account. Also, curious in all this is how the number 10,000 so often comes up as a consistent age for the Earth. Is that pure coincidence or a convergence of the data around the truth!? The following article by Dr. Daniel Harris expounds upon one of these evidences.
Old Earth Evidence Confronted
One of the most vexing issues challenging the creationist-Biblical world view has been the old ages indicated by radioactive decay methods. Radioactive decay ages are among the very few techniques which suggest the Earth is old. Many easy to use dating methods show the Earth is young. For example, a reasonable model of human population growth gives an age of the Earth less than 15,000 years.  

Creationists have long doubted old Earth dates because in many cases different radiometric dating methods [e.g. K-Ar, U-Pb, Rb-Sr] gave very different dates for the same rocks. 

Recently it has been established that the Helium atoms released when Uranium decays to Lead are still in the rocks.  The measured rate of escape for the Helium from the rocks is so fast that the Helium could NOT have been in the rocks for more than ~20,000 years.
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These problems with radiometric dating methods have caused some researchers to seriously question the assumption that the rate of radioactive decay is unaffected by influences outside the decaying nucleus. Multiple experiments are now challenging that central assumption. Jenkins et. al. 2008 [arxiv0808.3283] report that the decay rate of 32Si & 226Ra measured in two reputable laboratories do vary with distance to the Sun.  See diagram below left. Here blue dots are decay rate of 226Ra, and the red line is Solar Distance squared.  Below we see that the results for 32Si measured at the Brookhaven Nat. Lab., black dots, compared to 226Ra, measured at the National Metrology Institute of Germany [PTB] blue dots, and Solar distance squared red line.  Note the strong correlation of    

these curves.  This shows the strong connection between decay rate and Solar distance. Another recent article [arxiv0898.3156] shows that this correlation is likely related to the number of neutrinos coming from the Sun. 


On December 6, 2010, I noted there seems to be a relation between radioactive decay rate and Gamma Ray Bursts [GRBs], which may also be sending neutrinos to Earth. So far 6 GRBs correlate with nuclear decay anomalies. More on that next month. For now, let me say evidence is building showing that radioactive decay varies with influences outside the decaying atom! So we should NOT trust Earth dates measured with radiometric decay methods!  


We can be confident that the Earth is Young, as the Holy Bible tells us. We CAN trust His word on all matters!  

Around Texas 
Houston:  
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) usually meets around the last Thursday of each month. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.
Glen Rose:  
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 
Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 

Greater San Antonio area: 
Watch Creation in the 21st Century, hosted by Dr. Carl Baugh at 3:00 AM on Friday. Can watch online at http://www.tbn.org/watch-us/
 

Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast).  http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
 To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address.  http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 (Kerrville) for Back to Genesis at 8:57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. (Thanks to Dr. Carl Williams for researching this.)

FEAST Science Workshop Schedule for 2010 and 2011 

We are honored that our friends at FEAST have asked us to come back for the fifth straight year to handle their Science Workshops. All sessions will occur on the fourth Monday of each month at 7 pm at the Family Educators Alliance of South Texas at 25 Burwood Lane, San Antonio, TX 78216 All presentations will be given by SABBSA President Scott Lane. The schedule for this school year is as follows: 

Sept. 27 Intro to Creation Theories (We had a group of more than 60 people in attendance for this session. Mrs. Cindy Williams had a dozen young children join her for the chemistry / creation experiment. This was a very successful "kick off" to this year's science workshop and we thank God for it!)
Oct. 25 What if God Wrote the Bible (Another large and enthusiastic group joined us in October.)
Jan 24 Creation and the Courts (We had a group of more than 40 participants join us in January, along with several young children who made chocolate fossils while the older children, youth and adults experienced the multi-media presentation.)
Feb 28 Darwin and Radiometric Dating (We had a group of about 40 participants join us in February, along with several young children who made tangrams and had their own presentation of radiometric dating, while the older children, youth and adults experienced the multi-media presentation. We hope to see you in March.)
Mar 28 Young Earth Evidences (We had a group of about 35 participants join us in March, along with several young children who made dinosaurs, while the older children, youth and adults experienced the multi-media presentation. We hope to see you in April.)
Apr 25 Underpinnings: Fossils, Physics, and Genetics
May 23 Biology 

See our resources page for a synopsis of each one of these presentations

Last Month at SABBSA
Our March SABBSA meeting featured the last of the preview sessions of our new "Answers for Life" series. This teaching attempts to answer the big questions in life. Especially those questions which tend to "hang" people up on their faith in God and without strong answers tempt them to move away from Him. 

March’s topics by popular choice were: "Did We Really Evolve from Apes?; and "Is there any Evidence that Dinosaurs and Man Co-existed?" This teaching is now ready for public viewing. Contact Scott lane at 599-7240 for more information.

Next meeting, Tuesday April 12, at 7 pm

SABBSA Presents: 

The Truth About History, Part 1, By Daniel H. Harris, Ph.D. 

Is Earth billions of years old or just thousands? What do the Sphinx, Niagara Falls, the Mississippi River Delta and the Ice Age all have in common? We know that continents move, but do we know when that started? Did the continents always move at their present speed or was there a time when they spread apart quickly? 

What does science really show us about how and when we came to be on this Earth? More importantly, what does the Bible, God’s Holy Word, tell us about who we are and where we came from? 

Please join us in April! As always we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. Please join us for an evening of food, fellowship and creation apologetics.
