[image: image1.jpg]of Biblical idea

Man in transgressi





President - Scott Lane  599-7240          Vice President – Mrs. Cindy Williams
Secretary – Clarence Johnson     Treasurer – Carl Williams, M.D. 
[website – www.sabbsa.org ] [P.O. Box 34478, San Antonio, TX 78265]

SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
Greetings from SABBSA! We have a number of exciting things going on with creation evidence this fall. We have been asked by FEAST to furnish seven creation presentations for their Science Workshops again this year. Details on these opportunities are listed later in the Communiqué. This month’s presentation has the provocative title of “What If God Wrote the Bible?”
On October 12th we will be presenting for the first time our new Answers for Life teaching aimed at curbing the tide of youth and young adults leaving the church. This teaching is heavily based on information from Answers in Genesis, Rick Warren’s book “The Purpose Driven Life” and our own Creation Series materials.

There is also a great opportunity to hear some old earth heavy hitters in the creation fight in Austin on October 26 – 28 in the Austin area. All of these opportunities are detailed below. Have a great month in God’s Creation!
Why Look only at Western Creation Theories?
There are far more than 300 creation stories from cultures all over the world. How would we know that the one in the Judeo-Christian bible is the first and true version? If it’s the original, we would expect most origin stories of other cultures to reflect and borrow elements of the original Hebrew version.
In Genesis Chapter 1 of Judeo-Christian Old Testament it says, “1. In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth. 2. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” It also says God created: light, dry land, vegetation, sun, moon, stars, birds, fish, insects, animals, and finally a first man, each reproducing according to its kind.

What do we see in other culture’s origin stories?
A Review of some Eastern Theories:

[image: image4.jpg]‘
A

&
s/‘



Buddhism: Creation occurs repeatedly throughout time. At the beginning of each cycle, land forms, in darkness, on the surface of the water. Spiritual beings that populated the universe in the previous cycle are reborn; one of them takes the form of a man and starts the human race. Unhappiness and misery reigns. This is today. Eventually, the universe dissolves; all living creatures return to the soul life, and the cycle repeats.

Note the parallels to the Hebrew version of land forming in the darkness and the waters both being there first and receding. Also, that God, heaven’s occupants and man are spiritual beings. Also note the coming of the first man to start the human race. And finally, just as the Hebrew version says the earth will eventually dissolve in a fiery end, so does the Buddhist version.

Hinduism:    One story starts with the sacrifice of the primal man, named Purusa. His body was the entire universe. The lower quarter of his body became the earth; the rest became the heavens. The various castes of humans came from parts of Purusa's body.

Note the sacrifice element as was repeated over and again in the Hebrew version as a reminder of God’s penalty for sin and a foretelling of Christ’s sacrifice, as well as the concept of a first man who starts the human race.
Boshongo, Africa: In the beginning only darkness, water and the great god Bumba. One day in pain Bumba vomited up the sun, which dried up some of the water and revealed land. He then vomited up the moon, stars, then animals and finally man.

Note the equivalent beginnings in darkness, with water and only God was there. Also note the parallel of pain in the world. Finally, note that the order of all these events, the sun, water before dry land, moon, stars, animals and man are all in the same biblical order (not evolutionary nor any other random order).

Mayans (Central America): In the beginning were the sea, sky and the Maker. The Maker unhappy that there was no one to praise him, created the Earth, mountains, trees and animals, but they could not speak. So he created humans first from the mud of the Earth (perfected with corn).

Note again that we begin with water, God and the heavens just as the Hebrew does. It mentions that we were created to commune with God as the Old Testament testifies to. The earth, mountains trees animals and man are all created in the correct biblical order again. Finally, man is created from the mud just as the Hebrew said we came from the “dust” of the ground.

These four religions are just a sampling of the 300+ creations stories from around the world, but they are a very representative sample and reveal what we find in most of the others. That is a number of parallel items which are reflected in their creation stories and the Hebrew bible. Further, the corresponding beginning elements and corresponding order show that these stories at least shared from one another. The fact that the Hebrew bible is the one with all of these shared pieces which are reflected in creation stories from around the world suggests that it was the original. 
This idea is strengthened by the fact that the same parallels exist when examining other biblical accounts such as the worldwide flood. There are 270 cultures from across the world which have stories of a big flood in which a boat was built and man was saved. Some of the parallels show that they were borrowed from the Hebrew, such as the man who built the boat in the Hawaiian story was called “No.”  The chart below details just a few of these parallels reflected in creation stories from many different cultures.
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Graphic courtesy of AOI.

All of this gives us good evidence that the Hebrew Old Testament was the seminal account and the work from which all of these other stories borrowed from. This is what we would have expected if the Hebrew version is God’s word and the true account. This analysis gives at least a good circumstantial case for believing the Hebrew was the original and we are justified in treating discussions of that story as the original from God and not some other source. It says that we are not being culturally biased in believing that our version is the original, but that there is good evidence to support that belief.
Support for the Creationist’s Interpretation of Neanderthals
A new study of Neanderthals has found that they lived in isolation from modern humans in one area and thrived as they adapted to cold ice age climates. This finding is at odds with most reports which frame Neanderthals as an inferior breed which died out as a result of their lack of adaptability and which only survived due to their mating and intermixing with Cro-Magnons and modern man. This reversal is right in line with the creationist’s perspective that Neanderthals were the long living ancient men of old who were highly adaptable and due to their brain size may well have been more intelligent than us (not less as is the conventional wisdom even though this is the only case in archaeology where greater cranial capacity is equated with lesser intelligence???). 
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Cartoon courtesy of AIG.
An Opportunity from AOI
Lanny and Marilyn Johnson of the Alpha Omega Institute are coming to Texas in February, 2011. They will be speaking at SABBSA on Tuesday February 8th, 2011. Lanny’s tentative topic is “The Miracle of Life.” If you or your church would like to schedule them for February, please either call Scott lane at 210-599-7240 or email Lanny at lannyjohnson@juno.com 
Planet Goldilocks??
Astronomers (Carnegie Institute in Washington and published in the Astrophysical Journal this month) have discovered a planet they have affectionately tabbed as “Goldilocks” since it is not too cold, not too hot, and not too big. It’s just right they say. It could contain liquid water, but we don’t know that. It may have supportive atmosphere, but we don’t know that. It has a very slow rotation, so the only life which could exist would have to be at the poles where it is theorized that it will be a moderate climate (but we don’t know that either). What we do think we know (none of this has been completely confirmed) is that it is 14 million miles away from its smaller, cooler sun and thus we think in the habitable zone for planets. That is what all the buzz is about. Of the over 500 planets theorized to have been found, this is the first which is not a gas giant or too big to support life which is also in this habitable zone. 

We should be complimentary of the scientists who pulled this off because this kind of detection was not possible before and bodes well for further such detections in the future. But, their excitement is fueled by assumptions which may be false. Their assumption is that where there is water, there may be life. That is a theory and an assumption, not a fact of science which we explored in last month’s Communiqué. We still don’t know if this planet has supportive plate tectonics, is volcanically active, has the right type of star, has any moon much less the right type, etc., etc. We don’t even know if it has water or a supportive atmosphere! We applaud their efforts, their new discovery and their achievement, but the extrapolation that this shows even the possibility of life elsewhere is based upon unfounded assumptions, which sadly astronomy today is committed to. This commitment is underscored by astronomer Steven Vogt who said he believes “that chances of life on this planet are 100%.” No more revealing statement could be made for how far we jump the gun in astrophysics today with little or no evidence.
Around Texas 
Austin:
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The Vibrant Dance of Faith and Science: Empowering the Church to Transform the Culture, will be held in Austin, Texas, October 26-28, 2010. Confirmed speakers include Andy Crouch (Senior Editor, Christianity Today), Ross Hastings (Regent College), Hugh Ross and Fazale Rana (Reasons to Believe), Darrel Falk (Biologos Foundation), Stephen Meyer (Discovery Institute), Dinesh D’Souza (Author), Jack Collins (Covenant Seminary), Walter Bradley (Baylor University), Rob Norris (Fourth Presbyterian Church, Bethesda, MD), Dan Heinze (Geophysicist), and Deborah Haarsma (Calvin College). Topics will include an overview of key issues including the interpretation of Genesis and the origins of the universe, life and mankind; worldview and science; the limitations and dangers of science; the nurture and spiritual formation of the scientific person, and how the Body of Christ can impact and transform the culture in the area of science. Please click on the logo above for additional details and to register at early bird registration rates. NOTE: This is an Old Earth Creation symposium this month in the Austin area. Some of its participants are quite antagonistic toward a literal reading of scripture and will question the inerrancy of scripture. We thus place this cannot endorse this event, but must caution those who might wish to see another interpretation.
Houston:  
November 4, 2010 the Greater Houston Creation Association will present Genetic Entropy. This is a presentation by physicist Brad Hulyk, M.S. who will look at the work of professor John Sanford and his book, Genetic Entropy: the Mystery of the Genome. To show that evolution is physically impossible. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.
Glen Rose:  
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. On November 6th. Director Series lecture will be on  “Creation Documents” in the on-going series, “Tenets of the Creation Model.” The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 
Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton):
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 

Greater San Antonio area: 
http://www.tbn.org/watch-us/ Watch Creation in the 21st Century, hosted by Dr. Carl Baugh at 3:00 AM on Friday. Can watch online.

 http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the above address. (No nearby station for this broadcast)

 http://www.icr.org/radio/ Listen online at this address. 
 Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 Kerrville for Back to Genesis at 8;57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. (Thanks to Dr. Carl Williams for researching this.)
Creation Science Workshops with SABBSA at FEAST in 2010 - 2011

SABBSA President Scott Lane will present seven portions of his Creation Series to the audiences of the Family Educators Alliance of South Texas (FEAST) Science Workshops this year. It is the fifth year in a row FEAST has asked us to furnish the teaching for their science workshops and we both thank them and praise God that we can fulfill this role. SABBSA Vice President Mrs. Cindy Williams is also providing children’s programs during these presentations for elementary age children and younger. The schedules for these multimedia presentations are as follows: 

Sept. 27, 2010 We opened the series with  Introduction to Creation: The Theories. This presentation covered the full continuum of the major theories between evolution and creation. It included capsules on the compromise theories of scientific creationism, gap theory, day/age theory, intelligent design, progressive creationism, framework hypotheses and theistic evolution. It sets the stage for all further presentations. We had over 60 people in attendance and they were a very enthusiastic audience. Mrs. Williams had 12 children with her doing a Bible/Creation/Chemistry demonstration to make this a really great evening.
We will continue the series on October 25, 2010 with  What if God Wrote the Bible  - Don’t let this provocative title scare you. The focus of this presentation is to show that God left his fingerprint on His word and His world. If God did write the Bible, He would have left five types of evidences: Historical; Writing History in Advance; Protecting His Word; Cohesiveness (how the whole bible hangs together due to one original author); and Prescience (the bible is not a book of science, but there are places where God showed his full understanding of science thousands of years ahead of man). If you can see just one of our presentations this is the one!
Jan 24, 2011    Creation and the Courts 

Feb 28    Darwin and Radiometric Dating 

Mar 28   Young Earth Evidences 

Apr 25   Underpinnings: Fossils, Physics, and Genetics 

May 23 Biology 
A complete synopsis of each of these presentations is available by going to our website and clicking on the resources page at http://www.sabbsa.org/resources.htm . All presentation will occur the fourth Monday of each month at FEAST (25 Burwood Lane, San Antonio, TX 78216) at 7 pm. To RSVP go to https://www.homeschool-life.com/sysfiles/member/events/register.cfm?memberid=455&private=&eventid=532366 

or call Estella Frias at (210) 342-4674 ext. 59.
Last Month at SABBSA
 A newcomer to our group, Mr. Terry Read gave our program at our September 14 meeting. In his power point presentation he explained the difference between Micro and Macro Evolution. He explained how variation occurs naturally in reproduction. He covered the theory of evolution including: Natural Selection; Geographic Separation; Random Mutations; and Time. He also covered the history of the theory of evolution going back to James Hutton. We saw some of the evidences of a young earth and a global flood. Finally, he made some observations about a Biblical World View verses a Darwinian World View, and talk about why he believes the Bible and point out how the Bible teaches that man has a sin problem and that is what we observe. Terry is putting this series of talks together to use in his church and for other public presentations. We both applaud and support his work and pray that God blesses it!
Coming on October 12th to SABBSA

We will continue to refine our "Answers for Life" presentation using a good deal of Answers in Genesis material in a power point format to allow for discussion and questioning. This teaching attempts to answer the big questions in life such as: Why am I here? Is there a God? Why is there death and suffering in the world? How did "bad things" come about? Don't all the contradictions in the Bible prove that no omniscient God wrote it? Did man really come from the apes? and more! We invite you to be among the first to receive this powerful teaching and help us refine it to what you and God would want. The presenter for this event will SABBSA President, Scott Lane. This teaching is targeted at stemming the tide of youth who the Beemer Report says is flocking from our churches. Please join us for this presentation during our October meeting. As always, we will meet at the Jim’s restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey, at 7 pm. Please join us for food, fellowship and this teaching in biblical apologetics.
