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We hope for you and yours a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! During this Christmas season it is always a challenge to remember that “Jesus is the Reason for the Season!”  We will do our best to help with keeping that focus by giving you the wealth of creation testimony available in this newsletter as well as a link to the Creation Research Societies’ e-magazine which is “chock full” of testimony for God’s providence and creative power.  Also you will find an article on how our creationist interpretations of what the early earth was like can readily explain the appearance of Giant Dragonflies in the deep rock strata. We also have two articles from Dr. Daniel Harris on how the elements present in creation testify to a Creator and not an accidental formation and an article on how God’s word proves to have infinitely more predictive power and accuracy than science. Enjoy the newsletter and your Christmas!
Creation Matters Magazine

This link will take you to a copy of Creation Matters put out by the Creation Research Society. http://www.creationresearch.org/creation_matters/pdf/2009/CM14%2006%20low%20res.pdf  In it you will find such fascinating articles such as “How mathematical game theory has now shown that the Golden Rule, not survival of the fittest yields the most winners.” Also, “How the O-Ring failures of the space shuttle yielded a testimony for the Creator”, and many more. Check out this periodical and you may wish to subscribe.
High Oxygen Levels Spawn Monster Dragonflies
By Dave Mosher from Wired Science nte magazine at www.wired.com  November 2, 2010[image: image2.jpg]



Biologists have grown super-size dragonflies that are 15 percent larger than normal by raising the insects, from start to finish, in chambers emulating Earth’s oxygen conditions 300 million years ago.

The research, presented Nov. 1 at the Geophysical Society of America’s annual meeting in Denver, Colorado, provides more support to the idea that big ancient animals and high-oxygen concentrations weren’t coincidental. It may also offer an instrument to help gauge Earth’s ancient atmospheric conditions.

“No one has been successful growing dragonflies under controlled laboratory conditions before, at least to my knowledge,” said paleobiologist John VandenBrooks of Arizona State University, leader of the work. “This has allowed us to ask the question, ‘how have oxygen levels through time influenced the evolution of insects?’”

During the Paleozoic era, around 300 million years ago, huge dragonflies zipped around with wingspans stretching more than two and a half feet, dwarfing modern relatives. Back then, however, the planet’s atmosphere had roughly 50 percent more oxygen than today.

To explore the effects of ancient oxygen levels, VandenBrooks’ team raised 11 other “living fossils,” including beetles and cockroaches, in three habitats with different oxygen concentrations — one at the late Paleozoic’s 31 percent oxygen level, another at today’s 21 percent level and the third at 12 percent from 240 million years ago (Earth’s lowest oxygen level since complex life exploded onto the scene half a billion years ago).

They found that dragonflies and beetles grew faster, as well as bigger, in a high-oxygen environment, while cockroaches grew slower and remained the same size. All but two bug species grew smaller than normal at low concentrations of oxygen.

Measurements of insect breathing-tube volume from the experiment could be correlated with that of insects trapped in amber, VandenBrooks said, providing a solid tool to determine oxygen levels in poorly understood eras.

“We started out with insect physiology to understand the fossil record better, in light of data from modern species,” he said. “Then we realized we might have a biological tool to estimate ancient oxygen levels — a proxy — using that physiology in specimens trapped in amber.”

Dragonflies are born as water-loving nymphs and spend about half a year wolfing down small worms, crustaceans and, eventually, larger prey such as guppy fish. When adults emerge as speedy terrestrial fliers, they begin breathing through a network of tracheal air tubes and live only for a couple of weeks.

“It wasn’t quick, but it paid off,” VandenBrooks said of raising the critters in the lab, adding that 225 nymphs (75 per atmospheric habitat) had to be hand-fed worms and guppies every day for almost half a year.
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After the dragonflies and other bugs molted into adults, the researchers measured their breathing-tube volumes. They discovered that high oxygen concentrations lowered tracheal volume, while low oxygen concentrations boosted it. VandenBrooks said tracheal volume may be tied to prehistoric dragonfly body size.

“As you become a larger insect, more of your body is taken up by tracheal tubes (pictured at left). Eventually you reach a limit to how big you can be,” VandenBrooks said. “The more oxygen that is available, the smaller that system needs to be and the bigger you can grow.”

Dragonflies in the modern habitat grew normally, with wingspans of about 3.5 inches, while the hyperoxic chamber spawned dragonflies with 15 percent larger bodies and 4-inch wingspans. Beetles also grew proportionally larger but, conversely, cockroaches didn’t swell to monsters in rich oxygen levels. Instead, they remained the same size and developed more slowly.

“We’re not sure why this happened,” VandenBrooks said, adding that cockroach tracheal volume, however, still decreased along with most of the other bugs.

“We might be able to correlate this modern tracheal data with tracheal volumes we measure in amber fossils to find out what oxygen concentrations were during some contentious periods in history,” VandenBrooks wrote in an e-mail. He also noted that oxygen levels around 300 million years ago are better known than from 120 to 65 million years ago, a period with “conflicting and poorly resolved” oxygen models.

“One model out there says levels were lower than now, another says higher-than-present levels,” he said. “We need a good proxy to estimate historic conditions. Amber fossils are promising if we can more tightly correlate breathing-tube volume to oxygen.”

VandenBrooks said he’d like to “take a more in-depth look at the fossil record and expand forward to the present and backward to the past” to see if amber is a viable proxy. In addition, he wants to repeat the oxygen-level experiment focusing more tightly on dragonfly behavior.

“We want to know how it affects their metabolism,” VandenBrooks said. “How does it affect their ability to perform? Their speed? Their efficiency? I’d love to know these things.”

[image: image4.png]



Images: 1) Flickr/Al Power. 2) Micrograph of a modern honey bee’s internal tracheal tubes, the means by which all insects exchange oxygen with their body’s tissues./USDA 3) A dragonfly raised in one of VandenBrooks’ hyperoxic habitats./John VandenBrooks.
 
Editor’s Note: Is this really a look at the atmospheric conditions of the Earth 300 million years ago? Or is it purely coincidence that these results mirror and support our predictions of what the “Edenic Earth” was like just 6000+ years ago and how the expected higher oxygen content led to the huge fossils we find today. This looks like excellent research supporting the young earth creationist view!
The Elements Speak By Daniel H. Harris, PhD
 In any view of origins, of pivotal interest is an understanding of the origin of the chemical elements.  Most persons who now refuse the witness of Scripture see origins issues in terms of the Big Bang.  In this model the universe begins in a state of very high energy radiation and unimaginably high temperature [over 1,000 Billion degrees Celsius] without any matter at all.   This is often referred to as the Cosmic Fireball.  It is alleged that the Fireball expanded and cooled to the point where matter could exist.  Initially there were only quarks and electrons and high energy radiation.  Then protons and neutrons assemble from three quarks each, and then with further cooling, the nuclei of elements formed, mostly hydrogen, with about 25% Helium, and a very small amount of Lithium.  These elements then survive the Big Bang to make the stars and galaxies.   It is the observed cosmic abundances of these light elements which supposedly affirm the Big Bang model of origins.

But there is a problem with this.  The observed abundances in real objects are often far from that predicted by the best astrophysical theory of the Big Bang and of nuclear reactions inside stars.   For example, the Sun has less than 1% of the element Lithium expected if the Sun formed from the gas and dust we see near us. By contrast, other Sun-like stars nearby have close to the expected abundances.  Some astronomers have proposed that the Sun is a peculiar star, that the Sun’s surface Lithium was carried deep into the Sun’s hot interior where that Lithium was destroyed by nuclear reactions.  This can only occur at temperatures over ~2.5 million degrees Celsius.  But the best models of the Sun’s interior show that the Sun’s surface layers do not mix at all with the Sun’s hot interior.  Thus the Solar Lithium problem remains.   

Regarding Lithium, in general the stars which astronomers think are the oldest, like those in the outskirts of the Milky Way, have far too little Lithium.  On the other hand the stars astronomers think young, like those in dust clouds have far too much Lithium.   Of course, if all these stars were created with the chemistry they now have, only a few thousand years ago, then there are no abundance anomalies.
There are two stable isotopes of Hydrogen: ordinary light hydrogen [Protium], with just a proton in its nucleus; and heavy hydrogen [Deuterium], which has a proton and a neutron in its nucleus.  In our Solar System the observed abundance of Deuterium differs greatly between the outer planets Jupiter, Saturn and Uranus. Conventional Solar System origins theory can’t explain this, since each outer planet should incorporate into its mass identical samples from the gas–dust cloud which allegedly made the Solar System.  And in the time since formation the low temperatures inside these bodies should not permit Deuterium to separate from Protium in any significant way.  

The meteorites filling museums, pieces of large bodies which once orbited between Mars and Jupiter, reveal other anomalies.  For example the excess abundance of certain Magnesium [26Mg] and Silver [107Ag] isotopes, allegedly due to radioactive decay, puts an upper limit of just a few million years on the time between an alleged nearby pre-solar system Supernova and the solidifying of the parent bodies of meteorites.  Such a short time in astronomy is virtually impossible, bringing into doubt the naturalistic processes supposed in the origin of the elements in the Solar System.

There is an even more serious problem when we consider the elements heavier than Iron.  At least half of the mass in these heavier elements is allegedly due to a process in which each starting nucleus [typically Fe or Ni, or such] has added to it hundreds of neutrons, so rapidly [a tiny fraction of a second] that radioactive decay can’t happen before a heavy  nucleus can stabilize.   This process is so rapid it’s called the r-process, in contrast to the very much slower process which allegedly occurs inside aging stars. The latter slow process is called the s-process, which allegedly makes the elements up to Iron and a little beyond. 

The difficulty with all this is that there is no place in the universe where the r-process is known to take place.  It’s a mystery!  Astronomers once theorized that the r-process happened in the core collapse of Supernovae [star explosions].   Then in detailed modeling of Supernovae it became clear that other processes would destroy the needed neutrons, cutting short the r-process.  Many exotic possibilities have been considered as a locale for the r-process, including neutron star collisions, and gamma ray bursters.  But there is no science supporting any event which permits the r-process to occur. 

Without the r-process the believer in natural law only has no way to make half the mass of the elements heavier than Iron, and all of the elements beyond Lead!  . 

We who adhere to the account of origins given in Scripture have a superior explanation for the origin of the elements, which agrees with the observations of real element abundances.  In this area there is no doubt, the Biblical model is superior to the complex multi-process models invoked by the believers in naturalism.  Praise God! 

Editor’s Note: This article is especially relevant today in light of all of the news flashes recently from NASA highlighting research which points to possible life using and eating arsenic to show that life can evolve very differently from our own and research showing that the number of stars in the universe has probably been vastly underestimated and therefore there are perhaps three times more  “dwarf” stars out there than previously thought and therefore three times more places in the universe where life may have evolved by naturalistic processes. This has all been timed news releases by NASA and the scientific community to try and bolster the need for NASA in light of the Obama administration’s plan to curtail NASA’s missions. This article shows that no matter how exotic you make the chemistry, or how many chances you give the universe to happen by accident, the elements themselves testify to God’s positive action of Creation and boldly speak against all naturalistic origins.

Ultimate Predictive Power, by Daniel Harris, PhD

Modern civilization has made an idol of science.  As both a knowledge base, and as a tester of truth, “science” has supplanted other truth seeking methods.  Scientists have become the high priests of knowledge-wisdom, dominating in the courts, legislatures and all the halls of power.  This is stealth idol worship of human reason.  


So why has “science” become so influential?  We have all seen that some theories & models of science have great predictive power.  Astronomers can predict the position of the Moon within inches, at any instant, years into the future. Our communication devices and computers use a detailed predictive understanding of the behavior of electrons, waves, and matter to do wonders.  Each of these marvelous machines is designed and built using the predictive power of science. 

But the ways of science, humans experimenting and using mathematical models, shows how limited “science” is.   Science as method is just a disciplined amplified use of the human mind.

The best science applies only to the here and now.   Science can’t tell us about one time unobserved events [like a particular auto accident].  Science can’t   tell us about events the distant future, the distant past, or what substances lie 3960 miles below our feet, nor can science tell us what is going on at this instant in remote parts of the universe.  Science can’t experiment with the origin of the universe, nor can science speculate about what there was before the universe, what is outside the universe, or what there will be after the universe is gone.  Science can’t tell us what it’s like to travel faster than light, what really goes on deep inside atoms, what goes on inside black holes, nor can science explain how every electron has zero size yet still has spin.  No scientist has ever overturned or even temporarily modified a law of nature, for scientists are just accountants of nature, and are subject to its laws, as we all are. 

Science can’t tell us what consciousness is, what life truly is, nor can science answer any of the other enduring questions of philosophy.  Science is a knowledge seeking method with severe limitations!  

So why is “science” so influential?  One reason is that “science” is seen by many as a wonderful escape from God,  into materialism and atheism, an escape into freedom to do as they please, and is seen as a justification for permitting only naturalistic processes in explaining all things.  This is a philosophy which is counter to the best traditions of science.  For the founders of modern science [Galileo, Newton, Faraday, Maxwell, etc.] were all believers in the God of the Bible and did their work knowing that nature follows laws because nature is the unchanging expression of the Greatest of All Minds.  

 Another reason “science” is so influential is that some things science does well have such high visibility, like rocket science and computers.  Other things science has not done well, like predicting the ultimate consequences of making things, like nuclear materials and “beneficial chemicals,” has not been so widely recognized.

There is another way to obtain knowledge, a way of gaining predictive power, a way neglected in our civilization.  That way is prayer, by truly communing with the all powerful creator God, who knows all things.  That way was available and operating in ancient times.  By this means the prophets brought forth great revelations including [500-800 BC] the predicted return of the Jews to their homeland, which has happened [1948] and is continuing in our time.  The prophets also predicted many particulars of the ministry, suffering, death, and resurrection of the Christ, our Lord.  These things were known by the prophets hundreds of years in advance, in amazing detail.  That is quite remarkable predictive power.  For the knowledge and wisdom of God are infinite [Ps. 147:5, Isa. 40:18, Heb. 4:13], and He freely shares that knowledge and wisdom with His children.  By this means the enduring questions of philosophy do have answers, life has purpose and meaning, and we can look forward to the defeat of death, suffering and sin in our time.  So isn’t it time that you get to know this all knowing God and learn to listen to Him, so you too can have ultimate predictive power.         

What is the Ark Encounter?

Answers in Genesis has decided to build a full size Ark replica along with a Biblical theme park to go with it! The Ark Encounter will be one-of-a-kind historically themed attraction. In an entertaining, educational, and immersive way, it presents a number of historical events centered on a full-size, all-wood Ark, which should become the largest timber-frame structure in the USA.

Plans for the attraction include a Walled City, the Tower of Babel, a first-century Middle Eastern village, a journey in history from Abraham to the parting of the Red Sea, a walk-through aviary, a large petting zoo, and so on. It is designed to be family oriented, historically authentic, and environmentally friendly.
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Answers also plans for the Ark Encounter to include daily live mammal and bird shows, an extensive interactive children’s area, live entertainment, and many themed restaurants, creative food outposts, and shopping. (Artist’s conception of the park is rendered above, courtesy of Answers in Genesis)
The Ark Encounter will be one of the largest “green” construction projects in the country, taking advantage of the latest environmental technologies to be good stewards of creation. Please pray for this ambitious endeavor and for donations to fund its estimated 24.5 million dollar construction costs.  It is scheduled for completion in 2014. For more information on this go to www.arkencounter.com/?utm_source=aig 
Around Texas 
Houston:  
The Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA) usually meets around the last Thursday of each month. They meet at Houston's First Baptist Church at 7 pm, in Room 258. After the presentation, there will be refreshments, fellowship and creation science materials for all to enjoy. For more information go to www.ghcaonline.com.
Glen Rose:  
Dr. Carl Baugh gives a “Director’s Lecture Series” on the first Saturday of each month at the Creation Evidences Museum just outside Glen Rose, TX. The next Director’s Lecture will be held on Saturday, January 8, 2011. The topic will be “The Hand of God in Universal Design.” The new and improved museum is also a great and beneficial way to spend any day. Presentations are at 11 am and 2 pm. For more information go to www.creationevidence.org 
Dallas-Ft Worth: 
The Metroplex Institute of Origin Science (MIOS) meets at the Dr. Pepper Starcenter, 12700 N. Stemmons Fwy, Farmers Branch, TX, usually at 7:30 pm of the first Tuesday of each month. 

Lubbock Area (Crosbyton): 
All year: Consider a visit to the Mt. Blanco Fossil Museum, directed by Joe Taylor. The Museum is definitely worth the visit if you live near or are traveling through the Panhandle near Lubbock. If you call ahead and time permitting, Joe has been known to give personal tours, especially to groups. For more information, visit http://www.mtblanco.com/. 

Greater San Antonio area: 
Watch Creation in the 21st Century, hosted by Dr. Carl Baugh at 3:00 AM on Friday. Can watch online at http://www.tbn.org/watch-us/
 

Listen to Answers with Ken Ham online at the address below. (No nearby station for this broadcast).  http://www.answersingenesis.org/media/audio/answers-daily
 To hear program from the Institute for Creation Research, listen online at this address.  http://www.icr.org/radio/
Also, tune in KHCB FM 88.5 (San Marcos) or KKER FM 88.7 Kerrville for Back to Genesis at 8;57 AM Mon-Fri, then Science, Scripture and Salvation at 1:30 AM, 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM on Saturdays. (Thanks to Dr. Carl Williams for researching this.)
Creation Science Workshops with SABBSA at FEAST in 2010 - 2011

SABBSA President Scott Lane has presented the first two of seven portions of his Creation Series to the audiences of the Family Educators Alliance of South Texas (FEAST) Science Workshops this year. We will take a break in November and December for the holidays, and continue this series at FEAST in January. SABBSA Vice President Mrs. Cindy Williams is also providing children’s programs during these presentations for elementary age children and younger. We had great crowds for both the September presentation of Introduction to Creation: The Theories, and October’s  What if God Wrote the Bible? The schedule for the remainder of this series is as follows: 

Jan 24, 2011    Creation and the Courts 

Feb 28    Darwin and Radiometric Dating 

Mar 28   Young Earth Evidences 

Apr 25   Underpinnings: Fossils, Physics, and Genetics 

May 23 Biology 
A complete synopsis of each of these presentations is available by going to our website and clicking on the resources page at http://www.sabbsa.org/resources.htm . All presentation will occur the fourth Monday of each month at FEAST (25 Burwood Lane, San Antonio, TX 78216) at 7 pm. To RSVP go to https://www.homeschool-life.com/sysfiles/member/events/register.cfm?memberid=455&private=&eventid=532366 

or call Estella Frias at (210) 342-4674 ext. 59.
Coming in February

Lanny and Marilyn Johnson from Alpha Omega Institute will be giving a presentation of “The Miracle of Life” at our regular SABBSA meeting on February 8th, 2011. They also desire engagements at area churches around that date.. Lanny and Marilyn are former evolutionists trained in the sciences who came to a settled assurance that all of God's Word can be trusted. They have a variety of presentations including every age group. Topics and descriptions are listed here.  Make contact at 1-800-377-1923 or aoi@discovercreation.org, setup information can be found here.  
 
Last month at SABBSA
We continued to review and refine our new "Answers for Life" apologetics presentations during our November meeting. The presenter for this event was SABBSA President, Scott Lane. This teaching is targeted at stemming the tide of youth who the Beemer Report says is flocking from our churches. The topics reviewed were: Why is there death and suffering in the world? How did "bad things" come about?; and Don't all the contradictions in the Bible prove that no omniscient God wrote it? The audience again gave us a good deal of constructive advice which we are using to make this teaching even better. 
Coming to SABBSA in December!
We will continue to review and refine our new "Answers for Life" presentations using a good deal of Answers in Genesis material in a power point format to allow for discussion and questioning. This teaching attempts to answer the big questions in life such as: Why am I here? Is there a God?; Why is there death and suffering in the world?; etc. This month we will allow the audience to choose from such topics as: Race and Racism in the Bible and Science; Did Man Really come from the Apes?; Distant Starlight and Time; and How could Man have Lived with Dinosaurs? We invite you to be among the first to receive this powerful teaching and help us refine it to what you and God would want. Please join us for this presentation during our December meeting. As always, we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey at 7 pm on Tuesday, December 14, 2010. Join us for food, fellowship and teaching in biblical apologetics.
