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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
Greetings from the SABBSA family. I hope you are having an inspirational summer in the Lord’s creation. We are and we will share some of our adventures with you in this writing. Also included in this Communiqué: the truth that Creationists believe in natural selection; an article on ice cores as evidence of an old Earth; perspectives on the Answers in Genesis Creation Museum; and an update on what’s available in the near future on the Creation scene
The Dirty Lie about Creationists Dispelled – We do Whole Heartily Believe in Natural Selection
Two misunderstandings abound in the whole discussion of origins. One total fallacy is that Creationists are unscientific and do not believe that natural selection is a force at work in nature. Nothing could be farther from the truth. The well informed Creationist is well aware that natural selection is a major force in the adaptation of species. The second misnomer is the pure assumption with no proof at all by evolutionists that the presence of natural selection and variation in nature automatically equate to macro evolutionary changes over time. There is simply no evidence for this assumption, and the body of evidence against it they summarily ignore.
 A New York Times article from July 20, 2010 entitled “Very Recent Adventures in Evolution” incorrectly equates natural selection and mutation with evolution. (I have reprinted excerpts from this article for analysis – they are in quotes).
 “Ten thousand years ago, people in southern China began to cultivate rice and quickly made an all-too-tempting discovery — the cereal could be fermented into alcoholic liquors. Carousing and drunkenness must have started to pose a serious threat to survival because a variant gene that protects against alcohol became almost universal among southern Chinese and spread throughout the rest of China in the wake of rice cultivation. 

The variant gene rapidly degrades alcohol to a chemical that is not intoxicating but makes people flush, leaving many people of Asian descent a legacy of turning red in the face when they drink alcohol.” 

Editor’s note: The article proposes this is evidence of positive evolution, when in fact it is clear that this was a mutation carried forward in this people group or race which does not allow them to easily imbibe alcohol and shows a lack of adaptation and a loss of genetic information. If anything this is de-evolution in action! Further, the implication is that this gene was retained due to a gain in survivability which has been assumed, but not established, and cannot be assumed since evolution is not supposed to be directional!
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In another instance… “scientists from the Beijing Genomics Institute last month discovered another striking instance of human genetic change. Among Tibetans, they found, a set of genes evolved to cope with low oxygen levels as recently as 3,000 years ago. This, if confirmed, would be the most recent known instance of human evolution. 

Many have assumed that humans ceased to evolve in the distant past, perhaps when people first learned to protect themselves against cold, famine and other harsh agents of natural selection. But in the last few years, biologists peering into the human genome sequences now available from around the world have found increasing evidence of natural selection at work in the last few thousand years, leading many to assume that human evolution is still in progress.” 

Editor’s note: Indeed this is an instance of adaptation and shows the wonderful farsightedness of God to preprogram into our DNA the variability to allow this adaptation for Tibetans. But, variability, adaptation and natural selection are a combination of proven phenomena which fit well within the Creation model and do not prove that they had any part in an evolutionary scheme.  

Also, why would any evolutionist assume that evolution has ceased in humans? That assumption is contrary to the definition of evolution as an ongoing process. The answer is more political than it is scientific. If evolution is still occurring and races are evolving then some races are more evolved than others and the gap is growing. It is implicit in evolution that not all men are created equal. Evolutionists will go to great lengths in this day and age of equality to run from this fact about their theory.
A further excerpt said…“So much natural selection has occurred in the recent past that geneticists have started to look for new ways in which evolution could occur very rapidly. Much of the new evidence for recent evolution has come from methods that allow the force of natural selection to be assessed across the whole human genome. This has been made possible by DNA data derived mostly from the Hap Map, a government project to help uncover the genetic roots of complex disease. The Hap Map contains samples from 11 populations around the world and consists of readings of the DNA at specific sites along the genome where variations are common. 

One of the signatures of natural selection is that it disturbs the undergrowth of mutations that are always accumulating along the genome. As a favored version of a gene becomes more common in a population, genomes will look increasingly alike in and around the gene. Because variation is brushed away, the favored gene’s rise in popularity is called a sweep. Geneticists have developed several statistical methods for detecting sweeps, and hence of natural selection in action.
About 21 genome-wide scans for natural selection had been completed by last year, providing evidence that 4,243 genes — 23 percent of the human total — were under natural selection. This is a surprisingly high proportion, since the scans often miss various genes that are known for other reasons to be under selection. Also, the scans can see only recent episodes of selection — probably just those that occurred within the last 5,000 to 25,000 years or so. The reason is that after a favored version of a gene has swept through the population, mutations start building up in its DNA, eroding the uniformity that is evidence of a sweep.“
Editor’s note: While this data is fascinating, it should be noted that it is widely debated and even if true it points to the forces of natural selection, variability and adaptation which work within both models. The common fallacy is that when we see natural selection or adaptation evidence in nature the evolutionist instantly equates this to macro-evolution at work. In fact, such evidence shows variation at work and both fits well into the Creation model of distinct kinds and in no way validates the leap from variation to macroevolution.
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What About Ice Cores? Don’t they disprove Biblical ages for the Earth?

While Creationists have more than 30 clocks available to them which indicate a relatively young Earth, evolutionists have only two classes of clocks which indicate to them and old earth. The most prominent of these are the varied radiometric dating techniques which we have spent a large amounts of time debunking. The other class of evidence which is not so well considered are glacial ice cores. In Chapter 4 of his book Dr. Larry Vardiman explains that evolutionists have identified 110,000 layers in the Greenland ice cores, which they equate to annual cycles or years of deposition. 
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The evolutionary view of how these layers were laid is as follows. During winter months, snow falls each year and accumulates on the top of the glacier or ice flow creating a pure layer of snow. As summer comes to these cold climates, the top of this layer may or may not partially thaw and form a slushy top layer.  During the summer growing season dead bugs; windblown grass and other such debris collect in this top film or on top of the frozen and compacted snow layer. When winter comes again, the whole layer freezes with a layer of pure frozen snow water on the bottom and debris cluttered frozen water on top indicating a winter and summer cycle. Each year as these previous layers are buried under subsequent annual layers, the layers become compacted till they are only a centimeter or two in thickness in some cases. And, in fact we can see layers being added to ice sheets today in just this manner, which makes their hypothesis logical. 
Now, there are many Creationist methods by which these layers could have been laid down in just a year. As the worldwide flood began to recede, Greenland, Antarctica and all other land masses would have been uncovered. The resultant ice age from the flood would have been ready to deposit ice and snow on these land masses. Several events which precipitated or existed during the flood such as meteor hits in the ocean, extensive volcanic and seismic activity and frequent storms would have frequently bathed these land masses in layer after layer of water which was quick frozen by the new differential in temperature over the Earth.  In the case of Tsunamis, floods, hypercanes and storms pushing water over the land masses, bathing these land masses in wave after wave of debris cluttered water, the same layers we see today would be ready made in that the waters which covered the Earth during the flood would be simply inundated on top with debris and flotsam from the flood event. Thus the Creationists sees the frequent storms, and tidal waves of the flood event as a very equal hypothesis as to how these layers were laid down, and this process could have laid more than 100,000 layers in a year’s time.
One further fact makes the Creationist hypothesis even more likely. I said earlier that there are places today where we can observe the annual cycles of snow and summer debris accumulates to form ice layers which give credence to the evolutionary interpretation. However, there are also places (like the interior of Greenland) where the climate does not provide sufficient snowfall to create these layers. It is a problem for the evolutionary model as to how these “annual layers” were laid down, when there is no mechanism there. This however is not a problem for the Creation hypothesis.
“The uniformitarian interpretation of ice cores is also having an ominous political effect on our world today, as Vardiman points out. Deeper down in the Greenland ice cores, there are large fluctuations in the oxygen isotopes. Because of the rapid changes in the oxygen isotope ratios, uniformitarian scientists now are forced to believe that the temperature on Greenland changed as much as 20°C in periods as short as one to three years! Such interpretations are fueling the concern that we humans can abruptly cause catastrophic changes in temperature by burning fossil fuels and contributing to a greater greenhouse effect. Some uniformitarian scientists even postulate that global warming will cause the North Atlantic ocean currents to slow or halt, triggering an abrupt cooling or another ice age. These ideas are filtering into the popular literature and suggesting drastic political responses. There are a number of problems, however, with such ideas, which a creationist interpretation of the ice core fluctuations would mitigate. Such wild ideas, bolstered by the uniformitarian interpretation of Greenland ice cores, bode ill for future economic and political policy. “(reprinted from “Ice cores - A review of Climates Before and After the Genesis Flood—Numerical Models and Their Implications by Larry Vardiman.
Done in 2001 by 2001 by Michael J. Oard)
Indeed we have sound Creationist models which fit the available data even better than the uniformitarian model for ice cores and which do not commit us to radical and now floundering theories of radical global warming. So, the next time an evolutionists asks in defiance, what about ice cores and there history of 100,000+ years of Earth history? You can confidently say that we would expect almost all of these core layers to be laid down in the year of the global flood! 
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Perspectives on the AIG Creation Museum 
My wife and I were able this summer to visit The Answers in Genesis Creation Museum in the south Cincinnati area. It was a wonderful experience which I would recommend to anyone. From my perspective as a creationist and believer I could only praise God for this facility and concept. Another prominent creationist had told me that AIG had not built a museum, but a theme park, and I found that to be the case. The facilities and the experience were on a par with going to Sea World or any other top flight theme park. The difference was the message and the experiences.
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I was amazed at how concisely and thoroughly they told both the Genesis accounts of creation, Noah and Babel as well as presenting the some fairly in-depth creation science. The theater presentations such as the Stargazers Planetarium and “Men in White” are first rate! I was also impressed by the throng of young families, youth, children and church groups going through this fabulous facility (many for what they told me were the second or third times). God has used AIG to create an unparalleled evangelical tool and a tabernacle for worshiping the Creator and I praise Him for that. 
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My wife’s perspective was somewhat different and reflects how many other Christians who are not “died in the wool” creationists will react to this experience. She was amazed by the facility, inspired by its message, but also overwhelmed by the amount of information available. It was more than she could take in one day and she walked out on “overload.” From her experience, I would give the following suggestion. If you haven’t been to the museum before and you have only a passing knowledge of creation, I would buy the two day pass. Before you get there it, is inconceivable to most that there could be enough to fill up your time for two days, but you would not say the same of Sea World or Disney and I promise that this experience is on a par quality, and quantity wise with those experiences, but the reward from above is far greater!
Monday, September 27, 7 pm at FEAST

Introduction to Creation Theories 
We are delighted to provide the “Science Workshops” for our friends at FEAST for the fifth straight year.  “Introduction to Creation Theories” covers the full continuum of theories between evolution and creation. It includes capsules on the compromise theories of scientific creationism, gap theory, day/age theory, intelligent design, progressive creationism, and theistic evolution. It sets the stage for all further presentations. All presentations will be given on the fourth Monday of each month, and will be presented by SABBSA President Scott Lane.
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Last Month
Our program on July 13th was the video "Fearfully and Wonderfully Made" featuring anatomist Dr. David Menton, who allowed us to take a fascinating look at the development of human life. He followed an unborn child at each step in its growth, relishing the chance to show the birth process' intricate design. Dr. Menton illustrated how miracles are required every step of the way, giving as examples twins having the same DNA, and the ability of the uterus to accept the 'foreign' child. 

Psalm 139:13-16 tells us how God knit us together in the womb, and Dr. Menton demonstrated that we were indeed created by a series of "irreducible complexities" that couldn't just have happened at random. Rather, we were deliberately designed by a caring God who gave us not only our first natural birth, but our second spiritual birth as well. 63 minutes. 
At Our Next Meeting 
This month at our regular SABBSA meeting on Tuesday, August 10, 2010 at 7 pm, we will see the new Answers DVD Volume 1 from Answers in Genesis (AIG). This is both an informational and functional viewing. For our board this will be the next step in evaluating how to utilize this DVD and others in making available the “Answers” material to our community. But, to the general public this is a chance to get answers to those sticky questions that seem tough to get a handle on and which clergy even become hazy on. This DVD attempts to answer such questions as “Is there really a God? Who was Cain’s wife and where did she come from? Does distant starlight prove that the universe is old? Is natural selection the same as evolution? Racism: Are all humans of the same race? Was there really a Noah’s Ark and the Flood? and How to Survive a Secular College?” among other “big questions” of life. All of these answers will have a Biblical basis along with scientific support. That of course is what both SABBSA and AIG are all about, showing people that they can believe the Bible from the very first word and find answers for life in the Bible without compromising with supposed scientific evidence to the contrary. If you want the answers to such “big questions” of existence, join us for our next meeting. As always, we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of Ramsey and San Pedro and all are invited to attend.
