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This month’s Communiqué includes an article from the townhall.com called “When Science Points to God!” We also have pictures from the articles “Discovering Our Ancestors” and “Meeting the Family” from the March, 2010 Smithsonian Magazine, as well as excerpts from these articles. You will be fascinated to find out that all of the so called missing links named in the articles have been debunked as human ancestors. But the new “battle cry” of the evolutionists is to ignore the problems identified with all of these finds of extinct apes and represent them as “proven” ancestors. This to prove that there is a wide breadth of human ancestors identified. In truth this article reveals again how bankrupt the vault of missing links really is!
When Science Points To God  by Dinesh D'Souza (columnist at www.townhall.com reprinted with permission)
The Republican party is too conservative (2 %) 
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The American people do not agree with its issues and positions (5 %) 
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The party has forgotten its principles and lost its way (64 %) 
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The party has been incompetent and is not getting the job done (29 %) 
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	Contemporary atheism marches behind the banner of science. It is perhaps no surprise that several leading atheists—from biologist Richard Dawkins to cognitive psychologist Steven Pinker to physicist Victor Stenger—are also leading scientists. The central argument of these scientific atheists is that modern science has refuted traditional religious conceptions of a divine creator. 

But of late atheism seems to be losing its scientific confidence. One sign of this is the public advertisements that are appearing in billboards from London to Washington DC. Dawkins helped pay for a London campaign to put signs on city buses saying, “There’s probably no God. Now stop worrying and enjoy your life.” Humanist groups in America have launched a similar campaign in the nation’s capital. “Why believe in a god? Just be good for goodness sake.” And in Colorado atheists are sporting billboards apparently inspired by John Lennon: “Imagine…no religion.” 

What is striking about these slogans is the philosophy behind them. There is no claim here that God fails to satisfy some criterion of scientific validation. We hear nothing about how evolution has undermined the traditional “argument from design.” There’s not even a whisper about how science is based on reason while Christianity is based on faith. 

Instead, we are given the simple assertion that there is probably no God, followed by the counsel to go ahead and enjoy life. In other words, let’s not let God and his commandments spoil all the fun. “Be good for goodness sake” is true as far as it goes, but it doesn’t go very far. The question remains: what is the source of these standards of goodness that seem to be shared by religious and non-religious people alike? Finally John Lennon knew how to compose a tune but he could hardly be considered a reliable authority on fundamental questions. His “imagine there’s no heaven” sounds visionary but is, from an intellectual point of view, a complete nullity. 

If you want to know why atheists seem to have given up the scientific card, the current issue of Discover magazine provides part of the answer. The magazine has an interesting story by Tim Folger which is titled “Science’s Alternative to an Intelligent Creator.” The article begins by noting “an extraordinary fact about the universe: its basic properties are uncannily suited for life.” As physicist Andrei Linde puts it, “We have a lot of really, really strange coincidences, and all of these coincidences are such that they make life possible.” 

Too many “coincidences,” however, imply a plot. Folger’s article shows that if the numerical values of the universe, from the speed of light to the strength of gravity, were even slightly different, there would be no universe and no life. Recently scientists have discovered that most of the matter and energy in the universe is made up of so-called “dark” matter and “dark” energy. It turns out that the quantity of dark energy seems precisely calibrated to make possible not only our universe but observers like us who can comprehend that universe. 

Even Steven Weinberg, the Nobel laureate in physics and an outspoken atheist, remarks that “this is fine-tuning that seems to be extreme, far beyond what you could imagine just having to accept as a mere accident.” And physicist Freeman Dyson draws the appropriate conclusion from the scientific evidence to date: “The universe in some sense knew we were coming.” 

Folger then admits that this line of reasoning makes a number of scientists very uncomfortable. “Physicists don’t like coincidences.” “They like even less the notion that life is somehow central to the universe, and yet recent discoveries are forcing them to confront that very idea.” 

There are two hurdles here, one historical and the other methodological. The historical hurdle is that science has for three centuries been showing that man does not occupy a privileged position in the cosmos, and now it seems like he does. The methodological hurdle is what physicist Stephen Hawking once called “the problem of Genesis.” Science is the search for natural explanations for natural phenomena, and what could be more embarrassing than the finding that a supernatural intelligence transcending all natural laws is behind it all? 

Consequently many physicists are exploring an alternative possibility: multiple universes. This is summed up as follows: “Our universe may be but one of perhaps infinitely many universes in an inconceivably vast multiverse.” Folger says that “short of invoking a benevolent creator” this is the best that modern science can do. For contemporary physicists, he writes, this “may well be the only viable nonreligious explanation” for our fine-tuned universe. 

The appeal of multiple universes—perhaps even an infinity of universes—is that when there are billions and billions of possibilities, then even very unlikely outcomes are going to be realized somewhere. Consequently if there were an infinite number of universes, something like our universe is certain to appear at some point. What at first glance seems like incredible coincidence can be explained as the result of a mathematical inevitability. 

The only difficulty, as Folger makes clear, is that there is no empirical evidence for the existence of any universes other than our own. Moreover, there may never be such evidence. That’s because if there are other universes, they will operate according to different laws of physics than the ones in our universe, and consequently they are permanently and inescapably inaccessible to us. The article in Discover concludes on a somber note. While some physicists are hoping the multiverse will produce empirical predictions that can be tested, “for many physicists, however, the multiverse remains a desperate measure ruled out by the impossibility of confirmation.” 

No wonder atheists are sporting billboards asking us to “imagine…no religion.” When science, far from disproving God, seems to be pointing with ever-greater precision toward transcendence, imagination and wishful thinking seem all that is left for the atheists to count on. 
Meeting Our Ape Family???
Below are pictures from articles “Discovering Our Ancestors” and “Meeting the Family” from the March, 2010 Smithsonian Magazine, as well as excerpts from those articles. [image: image5.png]KEY HUMAN
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Editor’s note.  Take note of what is listed as ancestral to humans in the graphic above from the Smithsonian. We have Ardi which not only has been shown to be not ancestral to man, but if he were he’d be a step in the wrong direction (see our August and October 2009 newsletters). We have Lucy which although it did have an out turned hip (which is what caused all the stir), computer models have shown that this trait did not translate into walking upright, and the brain capacity of these apes were that of just that, “apes!” 

We have homo erectus, which by the way claims as examples both Java Man and Peking Man. Java Man’s revelations by its discoverer show that it is dubious whether all parts of this find are from the same animal. Even if they did, a pronouncement by the discoverer (Dubois) said that it was his belief that this find was much related to a gibbon (not a human). The Peking find has the unique trait of no direct evidence for these finds existing. The original bones were lost during the Japanese occupation of China during World War II. All we have today are drawings and castes of the original finds, all of which seem to be from small apes, with apelike cranial capacities to match! 

The top two “missing links on the drawing are Neanderthals (see our July 2008 article) which was ancient man, not an evolutionary ancestor, and Cro-Magnon, which for all intents and purposes is one variation of modern man (So much so that when shown a Cro-Magnon skull in one of my presentations several medical doctors said that they have several people every week who come into their practice with skulls similar to Cro-Magnon.) And they did not believe any of these people were missing links!
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Editor’s note: the title of the piece above in the Smithsonian magazine could not be more appropriate. Not only does it show them adding artistic interpretations to fill in the gaps for what bone is missing as well as all skin and cartilage, but note in the caption how they have made assumptions about its environment and function which are in no way implied by the bone fragments from which this artwork was fabricated. Indeed, I can hear Dave Nutting, “What artwork!” and “Where’s the evidence?” Below you will find comments on this exhibit from the Discovery Institute.
Smithsonian’s New Human Origins Exhibit Targets Students Who Doubt Darwinism (reprinted from the Discovery Institute’s Evolution News and Views website, March 29, 2010)
The Smithsonian has a new human origins exhibit, “What does it mean to be Human?” specially targeted at swaying student visitors who might doubt Darwinian evolution.

The most amusing part of the exhibit proudly explains that evolution predicted we’d lack evidence for evolution; that’s how we know it’s true!
That’s right, this is how the nation’s most prestigious natural history museum presents evolution: evolution predicts that evolution is supported both when we do and when we don’t find confirming fossil evidence. Consider the following from the educator’s guide:

Misconception: Gaps in the fossil record disprove evolution. 

Response: Science actually predicts gaps in the fossil record. Many species leave no fossils at all, and the environmental conditions for forming good fossils are not common. The chance of any individual organism becoming fossilized is incredibly small. Nevertheless, new fossils are constantly being discovered. These include many transitional fossils—e.g., intermediary fossils between birds and dinosaurs, and between humans and our primate ancestors. Our lack of knowledge about certain parts of the fossil record does not disprove evolution.

Did you get that? Ignoring the fact that transitional fossils are often missing even among taxa whose records are very complete, now Darwin’s defenders argue that their theory “predicts gaps in the fossil record.” How convenient! 

(Now I fully understand the evolutionary explanation as to why transitional fossils are purportedly missing, and I've written on it extensively in the past, so if you want a critique, go there.) 

What's ironic, however, is that if you ask the question How Do We Know Humans Evolved? the answer you’re given is, “Fossils like the ones shown in our Human Fossils Gallery provide evidence that modern humans evolved from earlier humans.” So whether you find fossils or you don’t, that’s evidence for evolution. And some of the “transitional” fossils listed in the gallery are quite dubious. 

Ardipithecus ramidus is offered as an alleged “human-African ape common ancestor,” yet the exhibit doesn’t disclose that when “Ardi” was first discovered it was reportedly “crushed to smithereens” such that it resembled “Irish stew.” 

The exhibit also touts Sahelanthropus tchadensis as the “oldest fossil human,” even though this species is known from only one skull and a few jaw fragments, which some paleoanthropologists have suggested might have belonged to a female gorilla. 

But the exhibit gives no evidence of dissent from the official party line, such as an admission from Ernst Mayr in 2004 that "[t]he earliest fossils of Homo, Homo rudolfensis and Homo erectus, are separated from Australopithecus by a large, unbridged gap,” and therefore we’re in a position of “[n]ot having any fossils that can serve as missing links."

I guess according to the Smithsonian’s exhibit, this large, unbridged gap is just more evidence for evolution.
Creation Teaching every Sunday at 5:30 pm at Live Oak First Baptist 

A complete Creation Seminar is being held over a 3-month period. Each session will be 50 minutes long. The presenter is SABBSA President, Mr. Scott Lane. The remaining schedule of the seminar topics is listed below: 

Sunday, April 18 - What If God Wrote the Bible? 

Sunday, April 25 - Young Earth Evidences 
Sunday, May 2 - Biology 

Sunday, May 16 - Biology and Missing Links 

Sunday, May 23 - Genetic Entropy & the Mystery of the Genome 

Sunday, May 30 - God and Dinosaurs 

Sunday, June 6 - Creation and the Courts 
Call 656- 8200 or 599-7240 for details on this seminar.

Mark your Calendars for May 

Two creation opportunities are coming the second week in May to take note of. First, Frank Mayo, leader of the Greater Houston Creation Association will be here on Tuesday, May 11th to speak at our monthly SABBSA meeting on "Creation Cosmology." Also, Dave and Mary Jo Nutting with AOI will be down here for FEAST's annual book fair. They will be speaking on May 14th and 15th. 
Frank Mayo will bring a presentation titled Creation Cosmology. This is a very important subject that most creationists know very little about. [image: image9.png]


At the same time it is the subject area for one of the most important challenges to the young creation concept so apparent in the Bible. The big question is how does light from galaxies billions of light years away get to us in a young creation timeframe? This question leaves most young creation advocates stammering, embarrassed, and feeling rather vulnerable even though they might be inwardly confident that answers will be forthcoming. In Creation Cosmology we will see that some solid foundational answers have been developed over the last decade. 
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observational evidences it struggles with and fails to account for. We will also focus on its foundational assumptions, some motivations and the secular refusal to consider an obvious alternative, a galactocentric cosmology. We will look at the well established phenomenon of quantized red shift as strong evidence for a galactocentric universe. Then we will examine the Carmeli-Hartnett cosmology which is  galactocentric and also allows distant starlight [image: image11.jpg]
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to arrive here in a very brief period early in its history, even a single day. We will also look at how C-H cosmology can mesh with a straightforward reading of the creation narrative in Genesis. At the same time we will itemize the ways that this cosmology is a scientifically superior theory.
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Bottom line: young creation advocates are in a very strong position; most just don't know it yet. Come join us for this adventure in May. Learn how to return the challenge to the secular cosmologists. By all rights everyone everywhere should be left praising God!
Coming to SABBSA in June, 2010 

 Based upon Proverbs 26:4-5, Dr. Jason Lisle delivers his presentation in the video, "The Ultimate Proof of Creation...Resolving the Origins Debate" (58 minutes). This seminar summarizes his book of the same name. Dr. Carl Williams has a few copies of the book for those interested in reading it prior to the video. 

Monday, April 26, 2010 – The Second to Last Science Workshop at FEAST this Year!

We and our partners at FEAST have put together an exciting set of presentations for the coming year. We are in the midst of a year-long presentation of the Answers in Genesis' (AIG) Demolishing Strongholds video presentations with SABBSA board member Dr. Carl Williams moderating. Dr. Williams is a practicing medical doctor and he and his wife Cindy have gone through training with AIG in the presentation of this curriculum. Cindy is teaming with him to provide creation experiences for younger children while Carl presents to youth and parents. 

Demolishing Strongholds lesson titles and FEAST Presentation Schedule (all presentations will occur on the fourth Monday of each month at FEAST)
Monday, April 26: Simple Tools for Brain Surgery - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 27 min.) and Special Forces for the Savior - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Charles Ware, 27 min.) 
Monday, May 24: Special Forces for the Savior - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Charles Ware, 25 min.) and "Man on the street interviews" with Bill Jack (moderator-led discussion, 18 min.) 
[image: image14.jpg]


At Our Last Meeting, Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Lanny and Marilyn Johnson with the Alpha Omega Institute gave us a presentation on "The Hand of God - Fibonacci Numbers and the Divine Proportion." This material proved to be a fascinating insight into how god once again signed his creation portrait at the bottom. His fingerprints are unmistakable and His means of doing it unbelievably creative. The Fibonacci sequence is a sequence of odd numbers which seemingly occur at random in nature, but which form with uncharacteristic regularity in nature. They reveal that there was and is a designer who designed flowers, rabbits, strata and the cosmos itself with mathematical precision and used mathematics to carefully craft His design. We thank Lanny for this insightful presentation, if you were not there we can recommend Lanny’s booklet on the subject called The Hand of God - Fibonacci Numbers and the Divine Proportion which is available from AOI.
SABBSA - Next regular meeting: Tuesday – April 13, 2010 at 7 pm
Dr. Daniel Harris will present a power point presentation entitled "His Wisdom in the Cell" at our monthly SABBSA meeting in April. This presentation includes evidences of design and designed machinery operating within the cell as described in the works of Michael Behe, Steven Meyer and others. Join us in April for this very timely presentation.  

As always, we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. We meet the second Tuesday of each month, and all are welcome to attend for the food, fellowship and education in God’s Creation!
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