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Meet Raptorex, the “Mini-me” version of T. Rex

Discovery violates evolutionary theories.
Excerpts from an article by Joel Achenbach, Washington Post 9/17/09
“Tyrannosaurus Rex, the most fearsome predator ever to tread the Earth, is thought by some to have had a pint-sized precursor, remarkably similar in appearance but no heavier than a human being, according to a new report from a team of scientists. The creature was what Austin Powers might call T. Rex's Mini-Me. 


Weighing as little as 1/100th that of its descendant T. Rex, 125-million year old Raptorex shows off the distinctive body plan of this most dominant line of predatory dinosaurs. This is based on a fossil skeleton discovered in Inner Mongolia, China. (Credit: Drawing by Todd Marshall)
The new animal, based on a single fossil smuggled out of China and sold to a private collector, has been named Raptorex, which means "king raptor." It supposedly lived 125 million years ago in a lake-dotted region of northern China. Raptorex had a huge head, tiny forelimbs and a body built for sprinting, just like T. Rex. 

But this fossil is supposedly of a young adult dinosaur, nearly full grown, that was only 8 feet from snout to tip of tail, compared with 40 feet for an adult T. Rex, according to a paper published Thursday in the online version of the journal Science. It would have weighed only 150 pounds. This scrambles the picture of mega-predator evolution and raises the question of whether other jumbo dinosaurs had budget-sized versions. 

The orthodoxy in paleontology has been that T. Rex got its peculiar body shape, the colossal head, powerful jaws, and comically short forelimbs, among other features, as a side-effect of evolving into a giant animal. The small arms have been seen as a natural trade-off for the big head. Some say the fossil record shows the limbs becoming shorter as T. Rex evolves to monstrous dimensions between about 90 million and 65 million years ago, when it went extinct along with every other species of dinosaur other than birds (in fact, there is no clear lineage for T. Rex showing such a progression). 

Raptorex, however, shows that having the jaws as the first line of attack rather than the forelimbs worked for bodies at the much smaller scale, and tens of millions of years earlier than T. Rex's giant phase. Like T. Rex, Raptorex had a bite force so powerful it could chomp through bone. 

“What we're looking at is a blueprint for a fast-running set of jaws," University of Chicago paleontologist Paul Sereno, the lead author of the Science paper, said this week. The blueprint works at multiple scales and across tens of millions of years of the Mesozoic period, he added. "This animal really changes the way we look at all tyrannosaur evolution." 

"No longer can we describe the big head, the powerful jaw muscles, the tiny forelimbs, the very fleet footed hind limb, as features of the very large body size and the mega-predatory habits," said study co-author Steve Brusatte, a doctoral candidate at the American Museum of Natural History. 

The new finding has some quirky elements that may raise questions in the scientific community. Sereno has anticipated some of his colleagues may question the argument that Raptorex was nearly fully grown and wasn't going to grow into a much larger adult. Sereno said the fusing of bones at multiple locations was one of the indications that this animal couldn't have grown much bigger. 

More complicated is the provenance of the fossil. Scientists don't know where it came from precisely, just that it's from a region of lakebeds in Inner Mongolia, a region in northern China. It was purchased this decade, still encased in rock and with only a few bones exposed, by a private collector, Massachusetts ophthalmologist Henry Kriegstein, from a private dealer at a fossil show in Tucson.”

So now evolutionists have a “mini-me” T-Rex which is supposed to be ancestral, even though it violates all they supposed about its evolution, and even though it fits nowhere with the other finds [image: image3.jpg]


 which were supposedly ancestral to T-Rex (Guanlong Wucaii – shown at left, and Dilong Paradoxous ). The other finds have no resemblance to this find and have dates both before and after this find. Are we to surmise that in its evolution it took a form exactly like its mature self only to de-evolve to a state nothing like its mature self (with feathers) and then re-evolve to a mature (40 foot) state exactly like this new find? 
Or are they simply throwing out all of the previous finds which they so staunchly asserted were T-Rex ancestors in spite of their obvious problems. Evolutionists themselves cannot even agree whether this was an adult find, just a young T-Rex or a T-Rex with some dwarfism abnormality. But, the reaction to this dubious find again points to how they will grab for anything which shows ancestry since the fossil record is so woefully absent of it, and how they will happily overlook other more rational explanations for finds in their headlong pursuit of proving what never happened!

Dan Brown and Already Gone

Dan Brown, author of the “Davinci Code” and the new thriller entitled “The Lost Symbol” had some fascinating things to say in an interview done with Parade Magazine this past month. In the interview he was asked if he was religious, He revealed that he was brought up as a very religious Episcopalian. But, in the eighth and ninth grades he studied astronomy, cosmology and the origin of the universe. He remembers asking a minister, “I don’t get it. I read a book that said there was an explosion known as the Big Bang, but here it says God created heaven and Earth and the animals in seven days. Which is right?” 
The unfortunate response he got was “Nice boys don’t ask that question” (meaning the uninformed minister had no answer). Brown said, “A light went off in my head. The Bible doesn’t make sense. Science makes much more sense to me.” He then just gravitated away from religion.
Ironically, today he has come full circle. He said that the more science he studied, the more he saw that physics becomes metaphysics and numbers become imaginary numbers. The farther you go into science, the mushier the ground gets. You start to say, “Oh, there is an order and a spiritual aspect to science.” 

Such a story of a youth “gravitating away from Christianity because of insufficient answers from ministers, clergy and church people is exactly what we explored last month with the “Already Gone” video and books. Our program in September was a video presentation of "Already Gone: Why your kids will quit church and what you can do to stop it." 
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Statistics reveal a huge disconnect taking place between our children and their church experience. Nationwide polls and denominational reports are showing that the next generation is calling it quits on the traditional church. And it's not just happening on the nominal fringe; it's happening at the core of the faith. In the first scientific study of its kind, the "Beemer Report" revealed startling facts discovered through 20,000 phone calls and detailed surveys of a thousand 20-29 year olds, who used to attend evangelical churches on a regular basis, but have since left it behind. 

The results are shocking:
Those who faithfully attend Sunday School are more likely to leave the church than those who don't;
Those who regularly attend Sunday School are more likely to believe that the Bible is less true; 
Those who regularly attend Sunday School are actually more likely to defend that abortion and gay marriage should be legal; and
Those who regularly attend Sunday School are actually more likely to defend premarital sex. 

In this powerful video, popular author Ken Ham and consumer behavior research/analyst C. Britt Beemer combined to reveal trends that must be dealt with now . . . before we lose another generation! The trends are frightening, but Already Gone showed how to win back our families, our churches, and our world! 

We have already had one organization who have requested an encore viewing of this material for their organization. If you or your organization would also like to see this video or procure the book, please contact us. 
We will have another opportunity to view this impactful video on Sunday, November 1st, 2009 at 5 pm at Live Oak First Baptist Church, 11560 Toepperwein Road, Live Oak TX 78233. The showing is free to the public. All pastors, clergy, laymen and the public are invited to attend.

The Strange Case of “Ardi”
Ardipithecus. Ramidus was named in September 1994. The first fossil find was dated to 4.4 million years ago based on its interval between two volcanic strata.

[image: image5.emf]In 1992–1993 a research team headed by Tim White discovered the first A. ramidus fossils, seventeen fragments including skull, mandible, teeth and arm bones, from the Afar Depression in the Middle Awash river valley of Ethiopia. More fragments were recovered in 1994, amounting to 45 percent of the total skeleton. This fossil was originally described as an Australopithecine, but White and his colleagues later published a note in the same journal renaming the fossil under a new genus, Ardipithecus.

On October 1, 2009, paleontologists announced the discovery of a relatively complete A. ramidus fossil skeleton. The fossil is the remains of a small-brained, 110 lb (50 kg) female nicknamed "Ardi", and includes most of the skull and teeth, as well as the pelvis, hands, and feet. It was discovered in Ethiopia's harsh Afar desert. 

The fossil purports to shed light on a previously poorly-known stage of human evolution more than a million years before Lucy (Australopithecus afarensis), the iconic early human ancestor who purportedly lived 3.2 million years ago, and which was discovered in 1974 just 46 mi (74 km) away from Ardi's discovery site.

Researchers infer from the form of her pelvis and limbs and the presence of her abductable hallux (big toe), that she was a facultative biped: bipedal when moving on the ground, but quadrupedal when moving about in tree branches. A. ramidus had a more primitive walking ability than later hominids, and could not walk or run for long distance. The teeth suggest omnivory, and are more generalized than those of modern apes. Her feet were rigid enough for walking but still had a grasping big toe for use in climbing.
Thus, anthropologists now say that this find shows that our earliest ancestor from the apes looked nothing like a chimpanzee, or like humans! Where is the ancestry? And further, where is any evidence more than an assumed pelvis muscle that she walked upright even briefly? Dr. Tim White admits that this is not the original transitional form between apes and humans, but says it’s the closest they have found (interpretation –“this is the closest thing we have found to our imaginary conception of human evolution’). It took 15 years of analysis before they made their claims of Ardi being a transitional form. The reason being is Ardi is supposedly making this transition at the wrong place and in the wrong time frame according to their previous evolutionary imaginings. It is also not surprising to see how long it took to make a connection when you see how partial the find is as pictured to the left.

[image: image6.emf] Note, none of these problems stopped the artists from drawing her upright with tools and a hunting catch in her hand (as in the drawing shown at the top of this article) even though there is no anthropological reason to assign such advanced behavior or technology to her. The evolutionists are always great with the suggestive artwork, especially when it’s not supported by a shred of anthropological data.

Evolution Finally Put to the Test!

By Daniel H. Harris, Ph.D.

An appreciation of the true complexity of the tiny molecular machines so essential to living things makes belief in evolution irrational.   How then can we characterize molecules to man evolution?  Sir Karl Popper, preeminent philosopher of science in the twentieth century, after much study found that evolution is “not testable,” it is instead “metaphysical.”  He surmised evolution is not science, it is philosophy.  


Since evolution is not observable in the present, [thousands of breeding experiments have yielded no new types] and evolutionists assert that evolutionary changes occur in rare chance events; the outcomes of evolutionary changes are often unknowable, just as Popper said.


All that changed with the dawn of DNA sequencing and evolutionary genomics.  Evolutionists began making testable predictions based on their belief in descent from a common ancestor, the core idea of evolution. Exploration of genomics soon reveals that the key predictions of evolutionary genetics have all failed!!

1) Before genomics, evolutionists predicted that humans would have >100,000 genes.  They supposed that new genes appear by chromosome duplications, and the human genome was built by many duplications which produced many genes.  Not so!  Humans have only 17,000 to 21,000 genes [a gene encodes assembly of one or more proteins].  The human gene count is like that of a chicken or a nematode worm.  The evolutionists were WRONG!  

2) Along the way, experiments showed that most human DNA doesn’t make proteins.  Evolutionists quickly labeled it junk DNA, supposing it was leftover from earlier species, having no function in humans.  Research now shows there is no junk DNA.  All DNA is functional, either in embryo development and/or in gene regulation.  The evolutionists were again WRONG! 
3) Before the rise of genomics, evolutionists predicted that genes for making similar body parts in different creatures should be in like places on like chromosomes.  Not True!  Instead, for a variety of species DNA sequences show that similar body structures arise from a diverse genes on diverse chromosomes. This rules out descent from a common ancestor.   Evolution WRONG AGAIN!   

4) Evolutionary genomics arose supposing that genetic change occurs by chance gene duplications and gene loss processes.  Computer genomic modeling has severely challenged this.  The recognized modeling experts, at the Univ. of Calif., Santa Cruz, admit on the internet that genomic modeling, “is quite subtle,” read uncertain, “because any … definition [of a gene family] is limited by the sensitivity and potential arbitrariness,” of modeling.  “Gene duplication cannot be dated at all reliably from its divergence – neither quantitatively (absolute date) nor qualitatively (relative date with respect to speciation nodes).”  They even admit that their models “often gets it wrong.”  At present there are no reliable genomic models, “since no trend whatsoever relates depth of divergence or simplicity of body plan with diminished gene count.” Simply said, evolutionary genomics has failed.

5) Evolutionists need to know   how to make new genes.  They have long speculated that genes arise by gene duplication, which is known in most cases to be lethal or debilitating, as in Down’s syndrome.  And it is well known that extra chromosomes may produce chromosomal instability and Cancer.  So gene duplication generally produces death or degeneration, not new genes.  In fact, all proposed mechanisms for making new genes have failed to explain real world genomes. 



True science makes predictions which survive testing.  The total failure of the major predictions of evolutionary genomics shows that descent from a common ancestor is incompatible with real world genomes.  Hence, evolution fails to explain the genetics of Earth’s biota.   Sir Karl Popper was right, evolution is not science.   Evolution is a religious-philosophical belief system sustained only by unreasoning faith.

SABBSA at FEAST for the 4th Straight Year!
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We and our partners at FEAST have put together an exciting set of presentations for the coming year. We started off on Monday, September 28 with a Creation Science Magic Show performed by SABBSA founder Ernie Hernandez. Ernie showed a fantastic crowd of 85 children, parents and youth the probability of structure forming all by itself with the application of random energy. He used Stanley Miller’s 1953 experiment as a guide and demonstrates similar steps with our own experiment using colored blocks. It demonstrated probability, the 2nd Law of Thermodynamics, knowledge of Dr. Miller’s experiment and the real results. 
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We followed with the kick off to a year-long presentation of the Answers in Genesis’ (AIG) Demolishing Strongholds presentations with SABBSA board member Dr. Carl Williams moderating. Dr. Williams is a practicing medical doctor and he and his wife Cindy have gone through training with AIG in the presentation of this curriculum. A synopsis of this seminar is included below. 
Parents, Teach your teens that the Bible is true!

Today's youth are frustrated by "cookie cutter" teaching at youth group meetings and Sunday school. They want to have fun (who doesn't!) but they also want to be ready when challenged to take a stand for their faith. They want answers to the potentially embarrassing questions about Christianity that come up in classes AND in the hallway throughout the day.  

Inspire your students to go to the next level in their Christian walk and challenge them to live out their faith with this totally comprehensive new 13-session DVD-based study. Shot live before 300 teens and embellished with cutting-edge comic book style animation, Demolishing Strongholds features four highly engaging speakers: Ken Ham, Bill Jack, Charles Ware, and Carl Kerby. Each will prepare your students to stand firm on the authority of God’s Word, and each will equip and challenge them to activate their faith! This complete discipleship study series includes twelve 30-minute DVD programs,  and an integrated Bible study designed to be discussed by the group. Teens absolutely love it!

Demolishing Strongholds’ strategic topics include developing a biblical worldview, tips on how to engage and reach friends for Christ, confidence boosting ideas on how to confront our evolutionized culture, examples of “cultural brainwashing,” and an inspiring challenge on how to be God’s players in the game called life.
Demolishing Strongholds lesson titles and FEAST Presentation Schedule (all presentations will occur on the fourth Monday of each month at FEAST)

· Monday, October 26: War of the Worldviews - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Ken Ham, 24 min.) and Evolution in Pop Culture - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 21 min.) 

· Monday, January25: Evolution in Pop Culture - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 21 min.) and  Counterfeit Reality - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 26 min.) 

· Monday, February 22: Counterfeit Reality - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 23 min.) and Answers to Difficult Issues: How to Share Your Christian Worldview - Part 1                         (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 21 min.) 

· Monday, March 22: Answers to Difficult Issues: How to Share Your Christian Worldview - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 17 min.) and Simple Tools for Brain Surgery - Part 1       (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 21 min.) 

· Monday, April 26: Simple Tools for Brain Surgery - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 27 min.) and  Special Forces for the Savior - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Charles Ware, 27 min.) 

· Monday, May 24: Special Forces for the Savior - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Charles Ware, 25 min.) and “Man on the street interviews” with Bill Jack (moderator-led discussion, 18 min.) 
Below is an opportunity to attend a world class Creation Science Seminar in Texas. We recommend it and its speakers. Click on the picture to access their website for registration/



Upcoming Programs on the Second Tuesday of Each Month
[image: image9.jpg]


We have two exciting programs planned at our monthly meeting over the next two months. In November we will feature the video "Arguments Creationists Should Not Use" with Dr. Jonathan Sarfati, (49 Minutes).
In this candid presentation before an international conference of nearly 600 creationist speakers and writers, scientist Dr. Jonathan Sarfati reveals the out-of-date, faulty, and downright "flakey evidences" that reputable creationists must avoid. Bottom line: hold "facts" loosely and instead focus intensely on God's written Word as the guide to evidence interpretations!
Tuesday, October 13th at 7 pm


We invite you to join us in October to see "Darwin, the Voyage That Shook the World... 150 years ago one man, one voyage, one book, ignited a controversy that still rages today." In 1831 a young  amateur scientist, Charles Darwin, boarded HMS Beagle on an epic five-year voyage of discovery. 2009 marks the 200th anniversary of Darwin's birth and the 150th anniversary of the publication of his book, "Origin of Species". The Voyage that Shook the World retraces Darwin's journey, exploring the places and discoveries crucial to the formulation of his Theory of Evolution. Filmed in South America, UK, North America, Australia and Europe. It includes scholars sharing their perspectives on the man and the controversy. A fascinating and thought-provoking opportunity to gain new insight into The Voyage that Shook the World. Produced by Creation Ministries International. Length: 54 minutes.
As always we will meet on the second Tuesday of the month, October 13th at 7 pm at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. You are cordially invited to attend.
