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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
A large amount has happened in the Texas state legislature and is looming in the courts around creation issues. Therefore, this issue of the Communiqué is devoted to an update on the current events in Texas and a listing of the upcoming events in our area. We also have a critique of the ICR children’s video Creation or Evolution, What's the Difference?
Updates on ICR’s struggles with the state of Texas

You may remember that in April 1990, the Institute for Creation Research filed suit in federal court against the California Department of Education, and California Superintendent of Public Instruction Bill Honig, alleging that ICR's rights to freedom of speech and religion, as well as academic freedom, had been abridged. The result was a legal victory for the ICR graduate school and for academic freedom.  Well, history seems to be repeating itself.
The U.S. Supreme Court has described the type of discrimination now imposed upon the ICR Graduate School by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board as unacceptable. Thus, ICR is now seeking due process at both the state and federal levels. They continue to ask for our prayers in this endeavor. 
We urge you to read this month’s “Acts & Facts” magazine. It contains a wealth of information on ICR’s struggles with the state, as well as a host of other creation topics. One of my favorites and most “eye opening” was an article by a friend of ours, Dr. Randy Guliuzza, P.E., M.D., who coins the phrase “consensus science” to describe the type of science now being practiced by the evolution establishment, in academia and about to be forced upon our populace by the Obama administration. The definition of such science is not that which has been observed and scientifically verified, but that which most “recognized” scientists agree on (whether it has any truth or validity in the real world or not!). You can read the whole magazine at http://www.icr.org/aaf/ .  If you do not subscribe to their high quality magazine, we urge you to sign up for a free subscription today!  
Current Bills in the Texas House on the SBOE

Our friends in Houston with Texans for Better Science Education reported that ”HB 710 (which would make the State Board of Education the only elected and volunteer officials in the state to be "reviewed" by an appointed (meaning political) panel.  This means the panel will have more voice than 25 million Texas voters.) was voted on by a "record" number of voters, and failed to pass by a 67-72 margin.”  Not playing by the rules however, the bills sponsors “insisted on a vote "verification", which is a ploy to re-vote after they find absent members.… HB 710 was then Passed 74-68, after some votes changed and FIVE DEMS claimed their voting machine "malfunctioned" and did not register their AYE vote.  Note that this required some GOP members to vote "AYE". [Note to legislators mad over science standards:  Voting machines are designed to only work when you are present, and they are very reliable in doing so.  Was the vote worth lying about a machine malfunction?]  
The next day…
“Several key votes were changed, and the result is that the bad bill HB710, which passed via dubious ways yesterday, was defeated today”… by a vote of 71 to 73.  “There are still other anti-SBOE bills pending, and Chairman Dr. Don McLeroy has still not been confirmed in the Senate, but today's victory was hard fought and won by numerous organizations around the state, including Free Market Foundation, Texas Eagle Forum, Texas Pastors Council, home school groups, the Texas Tea Party of Republican Women, several of your legislators and SBOE members, and many others; and the legislators chose to listen to you!  THANKS for ALL for your efforts!

The main change was two Republicans switched sides, Reps. Rob Eissler (R-The Woodlands) and Brian McCall (R-Plano) who voted no on second reading yesterday voted yes today. Also, Rep. Diane Patrick (R-Arlington) -- a yes vote yesterday -- was absent today. Social conservative groups worked this bill hard, phoning legislators and alerting their members to do likewise.

This is one victory for the State Board of Education, which is having a really rough session. Because the bill died on THIRD reading, Article III, Sect. 34 affects it, the relevant part reads as follows: "After a bill has been considered and defeated by either House of the Legislature, no bill containing the same substance, shall be passed into a law during the same session." 

There are other bills and moves afoot to destroy the SBOE as a representative body. For more information and what you can do to help defeat these moves go to tbsenews2009@strengthsandweaknesses.org . They provided the information above and continue to function as our eyes and ears in Austin.
Hobbits
Just one tidbit of science before we go into the host of creation offerings coming your way,  recent analysis of “hobbit” feet (formally known as “homo floresiencis”) have convinced some paleoanthropologists that this find is not a “missing link” in the tree of human evolution. This marks an interesting and refreshing turn of events from normal “missing link” lore in which nominees die hard even after hard evidence is found to discredit them. 
The norm in this field is exactly what happened here. A single skull was found in 2004 of a miniature “man” or “hobbit”, but with the brain capacity no more than that of a chimp. It was immediately publicized as a “missing link” in the tree from apes to humans. This reversal by some scientists, now that feet and other parts of the animal have been found is abnormally honest for evolutionists. Still other critics hold to their criticism that all we were ever looking at were deformed human remains of a group of people genetically deformed. Still other evolutionists debate both valid assertions and push to still thrust this little guy into man’s evolutionary tree. It’s fascinating how many ancestors we have had and have lost over the years in this debate, and yet no conclusive ancestors have been found to date!
Here come the Nuttings!
Alpha Omega Institute founders Dave and Mary Jo Nutting are coming to San Antonio for a wealth of presentation and media buying opportunities in the next two weeks. In addition to being the featured speakers at our monthly meeting (see details below), we have listed below their itinerary here in San Antonio.
Alpha Omega Schedule for May in San Antonio 

Sunday, May 10th @ 10 am and 5 pm and 6 pm
Jesus Is Lord Church
6650 Lakeview Dr
San Antonio, TX 78244

Tuesday, May 12th @ 7 pm
San Antonio Bible Based Science Association meeting (SABBSA)
Jim's Restaurant #25 (Meeting Room)
9950 San Pedro Ave - at the corner of San Pedro @ Ramsey
San Antonio, TX 78216
210-349-5250

Wednesday, May 13th @ 6:15 pm
Castle Hills First Baptist Church, www.chfbc.org
2220 NW Military Hwy
San Antonio, TX 78213
(210) 377-3030

Friday and Saturday, May 15th and 16th
San Antonio, TX, FEAST Home School Conference (book and video booth)

Sunday, May 17th @ 10:30 am and 6:30 pm
Communion Chapel E3
5719 Mobud
San Antonio, TX

Friday and Saturday, May 15 and 16, 2009 
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 Creationist Dr. Jobe Martin (the man who wrote and produced the "Animals that Defy Evolution" video series) will be hosted by FEAST at 25 Burwood in San Antonio, TX. Friday, May 15th and Saturday, May 16th, 2009. (Fri. 9 am - 6 pm & Sat. 9 am - 5 pm) It’s all part of their home school book fair. A registration fee is required. 
A huge variety of books and curriculum sellers will be available both days, including materials from the Alpha Omega Institute. His topics over that weekend will include: Worldview 101 in a Nutshell: Proverbs 23:7; Avoiding DECEPTION in a Post-Modern World: Proverbs 14:12, Proverbs 27:6; " "Some Call It Science": The Religion of Evolution: Book critique: Colossians 2:6-8; I Timothy 6:20, 21; and "The Creation/Evolution Issue: Does It Matter?" Hosea 4:6 
For a complete list of the speakers and times for Dr. Martin’s presentations go to https://www.homeschool-life.com/tx/homeschoolfeast/bookfair/PDF/schedulebookfair.pdf 
Coming to FEAST at 7 pm on Mon., May 18, 2009 (note: this is a date change) – 
The Bible, Science and Earth History - God's Word and World Agree!, and Stand Firm - No Need to Compromise! (Two videos from the Alpha Omega Institute’s Discover Creation Series)
April, May and June, 2009 

A complete Creation Series for Youth will be presented on Wednesday evenings in April, May and June of this year, by Scott Lane, President of SABBSA at Live Oak First Baptist Church, 11560 Toepperwein Road, Live Oak TX, 78233 Phone (210) 656-8200. Go to our website’s calendar page for details. http://www.sabbsa.org/calendar.htm 
Creation or Evolution, What's the Difference?
At our April meeting we chose to view the ICR children's video Creation or Evolution, What's the Difference? The consensus was that we would review it as an alright kids video, which was tangentially aimed at the adults who came with the kids. This may be the deepest and widest ranging kids-creation video you will see. Its’ long run time, aimed at presenting such a wide survey of evidence, may lose the attention of some of today’s children. However, this has to be seen as worthy attempt by ICR. We also had a report from Dr. Harris on the March meeting of the State Board of Education.
Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 12, 2009, at 7 pm 
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SABBSA will be proud to present Alpha Omega Institute founders Dave and Mary Jo Nutting at our May meeting. Dave's topic that evening will be "Did Darwin Get It Wrong?" His power point presentation will show what Darwin knew; what he did not know; and what we have learned since his time. Please join us in May for this very special evening. Also, see our calendar page and this newsletter for more opportunities from AOI in May! 
