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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
This month’s Communiqué contains notes on last month’s intriguing presentation on the Hebrew meaning of the first 7 words of the Bible, as well as a summary of the recent Dr. Hugh Ross presentation in San Antonio. We also have a listings of several Creation opportunities coming up in our area in the next two months. 
Bereshit (In the beginning)

Our February meeting featured Messianic Teacher Joseph Zavala with his presentation of "Bereshit" or "In The Beginning", the Seven Words of Creation.  Joseph Zavala is a Messianic Teacher for Baruch HaShem Messianic Congregation in San Antonio Texas. His talk explored the meanings of the first seven words of the Bible and how they revealed the whole gospel message. He is currently teaching a "Digging Deeper" study as well as started a Yeshiva (Bible school) for individuals seeking further instruction in Biblical theology in an Associates and Bachelors degree programs. For almost 2 years he has served as the interim rabbi for B'nai Shalom Messianic Congregation in Corpus Christi Texas, providing teachings and guidance. He has also taught classes on ancient Hebrew, Islam, as well as Biblical theology. His ministry provides outreach to churches in teaching Hebrew insights of the scriptures so that every believer, both Jew and Gentile will "know beyond any shadow of doubt' who they are in Messiah Yeshua (Jesus) and who G-D is. 
He first educated us on the four basic modes of scripture interpretation used by rabbis (most of this is a reprinting of Mr. Zavala’s own notes). These are:

P’shat (“simple”) – the literal sense of text, more or less what modern scholars mean by “grammatical-historical exegesis”, which looks to the grammar of the language and the historical setting as background for deciding what a passage means. Modern scholars often consider grammatical-historical exegesis the only valid way to deal with a text; pastors who use other approaches in their sermons usually feel defensive about it before academics. But the rabbis had three other modes of interpreting Scriptures, and their validity should not be excluded in advance but related to the validity of their implied presuppositions.
Remez (“hint”) – wherein a word, phrase or other element in the text hints at a truth not conveyed by the p’shat. The implied presupposition is that G-D can hint at things of which the Bible writers themselves were unaware. 

Drash or midrach (“search”) – an allegorical or homeletical application of a text. This is a species of eisegesis – reading one’s own thoughts into the text – as opposed to exegesis, which is extracting from the text what it actually says. The implied presupposition is that the words of Scripture can legitimately become grist for the mill of human intellect, which G-d can guide to truths not directly related to text at all.

Sod (“secret”) – a mystical or hidden meaning arrived at by operating on the numerical values of the Hebrew letters, noting unusual spellings, transposing letters, and the like. For example, two words, the numerical equivalents of whose letters add up to the same amount, are good candidates for revealing a secret through what Arthur Koestler in his book on the inventive mind called “bisociation of ideas”. The implied presupposition is that G-D invests meaning in the minutest details of Scripture, even in the letters. 
The presuppositions underlying remez, drash, and sod obviously express G-d’s omnipotence, but they also express His love to use extraordinary means for reaching humanity, in the sense that He chooses out of love to use extraordinary means for reaching people’s hearts and minds. At the same time, it is easy to see how remez, drash, and sod can be abused, since they all allow, indeed require subjective interpretation; and this explains why scholars, who deal with the objective world, hesitate to use them.
These four methods of working a text are remembered by the Hebrew word “PaRDeS”, an acronym formed from the initials; it means “orchard” or “garden”.

Modern readers of the Bible, by using “grammatical-historical exegesis”, ignore all modes of interpretation except p’shat, discounting them is eisegesis. This is in reaction to the tendency of the Church Fathers in the 2nd thru 8th centuries to over-allegorize, an error which probably came from their misunderstanding the limitations of, and therefore misusing, the other three rabbinic approaches to texts. But the New Testament is a Jewish book, written by Jews in a Jewish context; and the 1st century Jewish context, included all four ways of handling texts, Matthew knew perfectly well that Hosea 11:1 was not referring to Yeshua, to a Messiah, or even to any individual, but to Israel. Yet he also sensed that because Yeshua in a profound yet recondite way embodies Israel, his coming from Egypt re-enacted in a spiritually significant way the Exodus of the Jewish people. Since remez and p’shat have different presuppositions one should expect fulfillment of a prophecy by remez to be different from literal fulfillment. At Exodus 1:23 and 2:26 the plain, literal sense of the text, the p’shat, suffices to show how the prophecies are fulfilled, but here it does not.
Recognition that there are four modes of Jewish exegesis also resolves much of the controversy concerning how certain passages in the Tenakh ought to be interrupted. For example, most Christians say that Isaiah 53 refers to the Messiah, and some (though not all) traditional Jews say it refers to Israel. But if there is a mystical identification between Messiah and the people whose king He is (an idea expounded at length by the best known Christian theologian of the 20th century, Karl Barth, in his Church Dogmatics), then the interpretational conflict banished ; both claimants hold part of the total truth.
Bereshit bara Elohim et Hashamayim v’et HaEretz.

In the Beginning G-D created the Heavens and the Earth.

Genesis 1 verse 1. Is comprised of 7 words as how it is written in the Torah.

The number seven representing the seven days of Creation, seven days of the week, the Shabbat, perfection, and most of all G-D.

The large letter “bet” being the first letter of the Torah has a major significance here. The “bet” being the house. Let’s ask this one question, Who’s House? The answer is of course the House of G-D.

Bereshit, the first word in the verse, has within it all 3 persons of the G-Dhead. Father – Av,  Son - Bar, Holy Spirit – Esh (for fire as found in Acts 2). John chapter 1 supports this and is in essence is word for word from Genesis 1:1. Thus making John’s gospel reliable in its theology.

The second word (also in the word Bereshit) being “bara” which means to create out of nothing, the root being “Bar” the word for “son”. So Yeshua was there in the Beginning and all things were created thru Him. Also in “bara” the “aleph” representing Av – Father, and the “bet” for the “house” or more defined as “the heart” of G-D as imaged in the “Holy of Holies”, the “Beit HaMikdash” Temple of G-D.

Now there is a theme through all of this verse, and that is G-D’s “Thumb print” or more exact His Name in one form or another. We’ve seen that in Bereshit were all 3 aspects of Him are there, the second in which Yeshua is there and now the third. 

The third word “Elohim” also a Name of G-D but also the “Tri-unity” of Him is in there as well. El for G-D, the letter “aleph” which symbolizes Av the Father. The letter “hey” which is the window, and when you open the window the wind comes in, which is the Ruach HaKodesh, the Breath (and heart) of G-D, and the letter “yud” which is the hand representing Messiah Yeshua, the son of G-D.

The word that is in the Shamash position, the middle lamp, is also very significant. It is the first and the last letters of the Hebrew Aleph-bet. “I AM the First and the Last,”, “The Alpha and Omega” as found in Revelation. The Shamash of course is the One who came to serve, not to be served and that One is Yeshua the Messiah.

The fifth word is HaShamayim, the word for “The Heavens”. You have Yah as spelled “yud, hey” and you also have the letter “sheen” which is for shaddai. The “hey” for the Ruach as well. Also you can see the word “shem” which is the word for “name” which references G-D’s Holy Name. As well as the letters “yud, hey” for Yah in this as well.

The sixth being v’et which again is the aleph and the tav, but this time the letter “vav” precedes it. This letter is the nail. This is saying to us “The First Pierced Man of the (Secured to) Sign”, and that being the Messiah Yeshua. The Aleph for Av is there as well. 

And the seventh word being HaEretz, which is “The Land” or earth. You have the “resh”, the Man/Leader. The “aleph”, Av the Father, the “hey” the Spirit. You also have light “ohr”, “aleph, resh” in this word as well in the previous words “bara”, and bereshit”. For this Light is the most secure and thus not needing the “vav” in the word, but the “vav” is in the word for it is the “vav” that is speaking this Creation into existence. G-D says that He is Light. The letter “vav” means this: it is the picture of a nail, meaning “to secure”. And last of all the letter “tzadi” which incidentally is root for Tzaddik which is the word for righteous. Thus G-D completing His Word and saying that 1) it is good, 2) and He is Righteous, a Holy and Just G-D/Creator.

Thus, the first seven words of the Bible foretell in Hebrew the whole of the gospel!
Dr. Hugh Ross at the Municipal Auditorium
Dr. Hugh Ross was almost an hour late for his 7 pm presentation due to problems with connecting flights, but his talk was worth the wait. While his premise that the universe is about 13.7 billion years old and the Earth 4.6 billion years old are at odds with much of what we espouse, there was still good “meat” in his talk for all creationists. His whole talk was laced with the ”anthropic principle” (although he rarely stated it as such), the idea that the universe, our galaxy, our solar system, the Earth, and physics are all finely tuned for life and seem made for us by God.
Much of his talk centered on the evidence for the search for extra-solar planets in other star systems and how we have not found another planet, another star or another solar system which includes even most of the critical attributes necessary for the solar system to cradle life. Indeed, Dr. Ross suggest that SETI, the program which searches for extraterrestrial radio signals and other intelligent life, would do better to look for evidence of star, planets and planet systems equivalent to our own. To date none of the above has been found. In fact it’s intriguing to find out that of the millions of stars observed and categorized to date, none of them has the exact size, density, temperature, stability, gravity well and other attributes of our sun which make it uniquely tuned for life. Indeed, no other star as yet observed (except our own) could support Earth like life according to Dr. Ross. Below is an excerpt of an article from the Reasons to Believe website which will give you more information on this topic and give you the flavor of his talk.

‘Recent studies of the Edgeworth-Kuiper asteroid belt reveal the “amazing circumstances” required to make our solar system a suitable place for life. The belt itself is a recent discovery. It consists of thousands of asteroids orbiting beyond Neptune. In January 2000, an international team of astronomers recognized that the orbits of these asteroids faithfully record our sun’s close encounters with other stars over the past 4.6 billion years.

All the star-planet systems discovered so far represent extremely hostile environments for life. GAS GIANTS such as Jupiter lack the capacity to support life. Until recent months, all the positively-identified planets outside our solar system (18 thus far) have been observed to orbit alone around one or two stars. Such planets bear little resemblance to our own and, thus, do little to support the case for extraterrestrial life. Things changed, however, in April of this year. Astronomers reported the discovery of multiple planets orbiting a hydrogen-burning star. In other words, they found a planetary system apparently similar to our own.

That news made headlines worldwide. It was broadcast as potent evidence for life's abundance in the cosmos. Additional momentum for the media stir came from reports that the parent star in this system, Upsilon Andromedae, is only a "little" younger, no more than a billion and half years younger, than the sun. All the other extra-solar planets are orbiting much younger (thus less stable) stars.

As exciting as this recent discovery is to the astronomical community, we must say that the resemblance between the two solar systems has been exaggerated. The three planets discovered are all "gas giants," the smallest at least 70% as massive as Jupiter, 225 times more massive than Earth. All three have drifted from wherever they formed toward the star, Upsilon Andromedae. The drift of such giants would radically destabilize the orbits of any other planets in the vicinity, including any with the hypothetical capacity to support life. Such hypothetical life could not survive such bouncing.

The smallest of the three planets has drifted so close to the star that it orbits seven times closer to the star than Mercury does to our sun - not a hospitable life zone. Neither is the neighborhood of the larger two, which exceed Jupiter's mass by double and quadruple (670 and 1500 Earth masses), respectively. We observe that their orbits are highly elliptical, i.e., elongated like a stretched rubber band. This orbital pattern again means instability for any nearby planets, thus no capacity for life support anywhere in the system.

One team of astronomers concludes that the system would tear itself apart within a million years or so. (If the planets are more massive than their proposed minimums, more rapid disintegration would result.) The planets may not even be indigenous to Upsilon Andromedae. Some evidence suggests that one or more of the three may have been captured (by the star's gravity).

From my perspective, the Upsilon Andromedae system demonstrates the uniqueness of our solar system. All the star-planet systems discovered so far represent extremely hostile environments for life. By contrast, our system seems "made for life" in every detail.’

The bulk of Dr. Ross’ talk centered on the lack of life supporting planets, systems, stars, and galaxies and how these facts compute out for an ever increasingly impossible probability that life exists anywhere else in the universe and how this one solar system, star and planet have been uniquely designed and made for us! If you would like more of the evidences distributed by Reasons to Believe, go to http://www.reasons.org.  Also note that on Tuesday, April 28, 2009, at 7 pm Dr. Ross and his organization will be a part of a debate next month in Austin. It is titled: 
Evolution and Intelligent Design Debate. A Skeptics forum and Scientific Scholar Panel debate. University of Texas at Austin, Gregory Gymnasium. Featuring Dr. Fazale Rana, Dr. Hugh Ross, Dr. Michael Shermer, Dr. Sahotra Sarkad, and Dr. Steven Weinberg. Moderator: Dr. Juan Sanchez presented by Reasons to Believe - Austin. For further information, go to www.WasDarwinWrong.eventbrite.com 

Listed below are even more creation opportunities coming up soon.

Wednesday, March 25, 2009 Stand up for science by testifying at the State Board of Education meeting in Austin on March 25. If you don't want to testify, you can still pray for those of us who do. If you are interested in testifying, you must register in advance. The registration dates will be March 20-23, beginning at 8:00 a.m. Contact Scott Lane at 210-599-7240 for information on how to register to testify.
Coming this year to FEAST at 7 pm each 4th Monday of the month. 

Mon. March 23, 2009 - Grand Design or Blind Chance? Amazing Evidence from Nature, A Flood of Evidence - Lots of Water or Lots of Time, Its About Time - Dating Methods & the Age of the Earth, (from the Discover Creation Series)

Mon. April 27, 2009 - Dinosaurs, Dragons and Men - Solving the Great Dinosaur Mystery, The Amazing Human Body - Astounding Evidence of a Loving Creator (both from the Discover Creation Series)

Mon. May 25, 2009 - The Bible, Science and Earth History - God's Word and World Agree! , Stand Firm - No Need to Compromise! 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 10, 2009, at 7 pm 

Our March meeting will feature Astronomer Dr. Daniel Harris. Dr. Harris will present a power point presentation titled "Some Doctrines of Devils Dethroned." He will delve into the topic of rebuilding the walls between those who teach creation and those who teach compromise. As always, our meeting will be at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of Ramsey and San Pedro. Please join us in March!
