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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
We hope you had a great 4th of July in spite of the fact most of you could not use fireworks due to burn bans. Please pray for South Central Texas. Our need for rain is dire. We were happy to see how many people took us up on our offer and joined us in Glen Rose, Texas for the Grand Opening of the new building for Creation Evidence Museum (CEM). We counted 16 representatives from the San Antonio area who shared in the festivities that day. Altogether the CEM staff counted an attendance of about 325 people with 20 cars turned away for lack of space.   We will also include an essay on “Whence Natural Law?” by Dr. Daniel Harris.
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and the new.
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Dr. Harris and I arrived early to commiserate with those who had spent the week up in Glen Rose on the archaeological dig which had been going on the preceding week. It was not long before a line formed all the way around the new building to get in. The crowd included people from all over the United States and abroad. We noted people from New England, Canada, Great Britain and Switzerland in attendance. This date marked not only the opening of their new building, but also the 25th anniversary of the Creation Evidence Museum in Glen Rose.
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At 10:00 a.m. Dr. Don Shockey described CEM’s involvement in the search for Noah’s Ark. He told the history of the “Ed Davis Artifacts” that came from around Mt. Ararat and he donated those artifacts for the collection at the museum. Ed Davis is the man who in 1943 purportedly scaled to a point on Mount Ararat (Agri Dagi – which Muslims refer to as Mt. Judai) and saw a huge wood structure, broken in two,  buried more than half way up the mountain in snow.

Dr. Shockey interviewed Mr. Davis and had a polygraph test administered to him, which he passed. When asked if he saw the Ark of Noah, he responded, “Well I don’t know, it had no sign.” The results of the polygraph were among the artifacts submitted by Dr. Shockey to the museum. The artifacts included a Persian knife, earrings and other artifacts given to him by the locals and the Shah of Iran, but none from Ararat. Alas, the polygraph is the closest thing to any submittable proof that he saw the ark, and as we know, that cannot be used in court.

Dr. Shockey also described how he and Dr. Baugh had chartered a helicopter in 1990 to take them up Mt. Ararat and look for this sight after meeting great resistance. However, after a week of trips no ark was found.
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Singer Danny DeLuna thrilled us with several gospel and patriotic songs. If you ever have the chance to hear him, do so. He is very gifted by God.

Next Dr. David Smith, President of the London Bible Mission, brought Emma Wedgewood Darwin’s Bible, from which she taught Sunday School. Emma was the wife of Charles Darwin, the famous “father of modern evolution.” Rev.  Smith owns the bible and brought it to describe some of the 960 annotations made by Emma (and a few possibly by Charles Darwin) in the bible. 
The bible was bought in an auction at Sotheby’s in London and has been authenticated by Down house (Charles Darwin’s estate). It was a serious study bible with blank pages inserted in the binding between each page of scripture.
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David Smith started his talk by giving us background on Emma Darwin, her education and the times so we can understand the background of her notations. Emma’s father was a Unitarian (anti-Trinitarian) and her mother an Anglican. Their family was of the wealthy aristocracy and believed in liberal humanitarian causes.

Six times her notes quote John Locke (the famous English writer who gave us many of the ideas in our constitution including separation of the judicial, executive and legislative branches). One note said, “= no direct communication for Christ = Messiah – inductively deduced by his actions.” The Rev. Smith pointed out that with Locke’s dependence on inductive thought and the writings of Francis Bacon she read, this suggests a belief of hers which she heard in a sermon that “we need not perceive Christ through his word or prayer or other communication, but by examining his actions and using his example.”
One thread through her early notations is that her theology seemed to be very conservative Christianity prior to her marriage. After marriage, she was far more questioning of scripture and conservative Christian theology. For example, six times after marriage she quoted Whatley in her notes who wrote that God was arbitrary and capricious. In light of her sister Fanny’s untimely death (they were so close they were known as “the Doublings” in the Wedgewood family), her husband’s theories which she edited the writing of, and their young daughter’s untimely death, such thoughts are probably to be expected. In the same vein Emma or Charles wrote notes from the writings of Unitarian Andrews Norton late in her life.

85% of her notes however, came from the conservative Christian commentaries of Adam Clarke. In the end, she had had much tragedy in her life, had a husband who totally turned his back on God after the death of their daughter, had read all his notes and sat in on all the dinners and discussions for years on Darwin’s theories (she heard all of the arguments), and yet her notes reveal that she remained a committed Christian to the end.

One prayer request a little off topic from Dr. David Smith. His ministry in London is to bring Christ to the 100,000 Muslims in England. To this point, after several years of ministry, they just had their first convert. Obviously, this is slow going with many obstacles. Please pray for this ministry.
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the Prayer of Dedication for the new facility. 
At 1:00 p.m. Professor Ian Juby spoke on “Creation for the Young at Heart.”  He presented many of the same evidence that he gave us in San Antonio including presentation of dino egg finds, dinosaur footprints and dinosaurs in the classic death position (with their necks arched back), all of which show startling evidence that these dinosaurs and their eggs were rapidly covered over by a flood.
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L to R: Ian Juby, Don Shockey, John Morris 
Finally, Dr. Baugh brought out a few of CEM’s original Creation Artifacts including both artifacts showing human footprints embedded with dinosaur prints in the same strata that he showed us last summer in San Antonio. This is just the sort of evidence eminent evolutionists said would utterly refute evolution. Two of the finds were the Willet track and the Alvis Delk Cretaceous footprints (see our July 2008 issue for pictures and more information on these finds). Evolutionists claim they are frauds without even examining them. Dr. Baugh has subjected both of these prints to 800 x-rays (CT scan) and proved that the prints have compaction beneath them in the rock consistent with the walking of a human foot and those of a dinosaur; such compaction trails would not be evident if these prints had been fraudulently carved out of rock.
All in all, it was a good start of this new Museum, but there is still work to do. Many of the exhibits still need a lot of signage to explain what they are and how they proclaim God’s creation. That will come in time as their budget allows. They also are raising $70,000 to build an elevator to the second floor (to meet OSHA) regulations for the disabled (they currently have something over $42,000 donated) which will allow them to fully use the facility and bring out all of the finds they have warehoused for so long. Your prayers and contributions for this facility would be appreciated by all.
Whence Natural Law?
By Daniel H. Harris, PhD.

When you let go of a rock it falls. Why?  Like electric charges repel, unlike charges attract. Why? Every time the vacuum speed of light is measured the result is 186,000 mile per second.  Why? Why are the laws of nature what they are?

Evolutionist scientists don’t like the question, “Why?”  They claim they understand the origin of the Sun and Solar System.  And they even claim they understand the origin of the universe.  But they don’t have the slightest clue where the laws of nature came from.  No human truly understands the origin of the laws of nature.  Only God knows what happened when He said, “let there be light.” [Gen. 1:3]

In the last few decades some evolutionist scientists have dared to speculate about why the laws of nature are as they are.  They have said that the laws of nature are what they are because they must be so for there to be human observers [sometimes called the Anthropic Principle].  But that supposes that there are other universes, each with its own distinct set of natural laws, different from our own.  The merging of these ideas supposes that our universe is the rare example of a universe which permits observers like us to exist.  But how can we speculate about other inaccessible universes, when we have difficulty just observing all of our own.   It seems such speculations are vain imaginings.

After many years of experiment and observation we know that we live in a universe operating within the rules of logic.    And logic tells us that nothing exists to then cause itself.  There are no self-caused things. So this thing called “natural law” must have a cause which is not a part of natural law, outside natural law.  Natural law must come into being by a supernatural agency.  That’s just a fancy way of saying that God had to create natural law.  Therefore, only God, the creator, can tell us why the laws of nature are as they are.

God’s word tells us that. “For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and in the earth, visible and invisible,” [Col. 1:16], including natural law.   And we know that “by Him all things consist,” [Col. 1:17].  That is, by His will natural law exists, and is maintained from instant to instant.  The Apostle John speaking about God says, “Thou has created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” [Rev. 4:11].   This then is why the laws of nature are as they are, to please Him, and that His purposes be accomplished.  Note that John says, “...they are and were created,” recognizing that He is presently an active agent in maintaining the universe and its laws.  
The laws of nature are stable and unchanging because they reflect His steadfastness and faithfulness.   He is the rock [Deut. 32:4, 32:18, II Sam. 22:47, Ps. 62:7, 89:26, 95:1, Isa. 51:1, I Cor. 10:4].  Anyone desiring understanding must go to God’s Word for it.

Recently it became clear to me that the Principle of Relativity, proposed by Poincaré and Einstein, which states that the laws of nature [like the speed of light] should be the same for all observers, is just a modern way of saying that God is not a respecter of persons, a well established Biblical Principle.   Thus the laws of nature indeed follow from the nature of God!!   

Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution
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 Our June meeting featured the video "Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution II." This video showed how whales can dive to depths without imploding; what design birds have to navigate thousands of miles of ocean and not get lost; how some insects make pure light that generates no heat; and more … We were inspired by the intricacies of God’s creation and how it’s complexity literally screams his acts of creation!.


John Pendleton is Coming!

Our next monthly meeting will not be until Tuesday, August 11, 2009 when Creation-Evangelist John Pendleton will be our guest. Please join us in August.

