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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
Happy New Year from SABBSA! The New Year often brings changes, and reflections on times past. Some of us make New Year’s resolutions, which we tend to break very shortly.  Other times the New Year causes us to reflect on our lives and past times and memories. This issue of the Communiqué will look at such memories and reflections of the past. We will also see some more dinosaur egg evidence which dovetails well with the information given to us by Ian Juby a couple of months ago. We have also included links to articles on the weaknesses of evolution from Texans for Better Science Education and evolutionary critiques from Ian Juby.
2012 Apocalypse and 120 Year Lifespan
After God had allowed the Flood to recede, he made several promises, among which were not to destroy the world again by water and to shorten men’s lives so he would not have to put up with our shenanigans so long. There is an interesting new movie coming out which purports to be from prophecy, but it violates the first of these promises from God.

This summer a blockbuster movie coming out will be “2012.” To see a trailer for the movie go to www.sonypictures.com/movies/2012  .  The basis of the interest in the year 2012 is supposed to be the end of a long cycle within the Mayan calendar system and in like calendars all over the world. The ancient Mayan people of Central America kept the most complex calendar system in the known world. In all they had some 17 different calendars running in unison. We have an element of these cycles within our simpler Gregorian calendar, seven named days, up to 31 numbered days meshing with 12 named months as years pass. 

Each Mayan calendar related information on schedules for tasks or events such as seed planting, religious rites, eclipse’s, mystical predictions and other happenings seen as cyclical in nature. The calendar that most concerns us here is the 13-Baktun or ‘Long Count' system which runs for just over 5125 years, its start and end set by the originators long, long ago. Who exactly set this calendar turning is not known, however it started on 8/11/3114 BC and is set to complete on the winter solstice of 2012. The most glaring anomaly here is that the calendar does not start from anywhere near the time of its apparent introduction to the Mayan people. Available evidence suggests they inherited the Long Count from more ancient Toltec’s and Olmec. Even so, this still does not take us back to anywhere near five thousand years ago. Could this cycle have started with the end of the world wide flood which some would place in this time frame? One can only speculate.

The Mayans adopted, and radically advanced, the calendar systems already existing from earlier cultures in South America  and took astronomical understanding to a very high level. They were aware of both the solar and tropical year. As an example of their quest for accuracy, they were extremely concerned with keeping the lunar month accurate; calculating it to be 29.53020 days long. We now know it is actually 29.53059 days. 

The Mayan people had a complex spiritual hierarchy of Gods and metaphysical beings. Most notable is the God-Man known as Quetzalcoatl, whom is often discussed in relation to 2012 lore. They perceived time to be cyclical, rather than linear like us. Cosmic order was viewed from a cause and effect perspective, but included causes originating in unseen higher realms. This related to their view that all things are interconnected whether physical or metaphysical.

When a people clearly obsessed with cyclical events, known for pinpoint accuracy, adopt a calendar as enormous in scope as the 13-Baktun most scholars conclude they would only do so if it tracked something particularly important to their civilization. The Mayans themselves have said that the 5125-year period encompasses a single world age and that such world ages are prone to ending with environmental disasters. They have also said that in their spiritual belief system the end of a world age is a time of great opportunity. Each time this occurs humanity will choose to either move into a new more harmonious age, or face an apocalyptic catastrophe. Thus far mankind has experienced four catastrophic events that they recall in their mythology and were largely obliterated by floods, fire, wind and earthquakes.

There is also evidence that the 12/21/2012 date was considered important to various other ancient peoples from the Americas, including the Hopi Indians as well as Sumer, China and Egypt. In Egypt we find that the pyramids of the Giza plateau seem to have been set in such a way as to provide both a time marker and an optimum viewing platform for the astronomical phenomena associated with the winter solstice of 2012. Some Egyptian mythology states that this event marks the birth of a new age via the 'channel of the ages' from the center of our cosmos, a location linked with their concept of Ma’at, or that which brings order from chaos in the universe. 
Some people read predictions of this event into the quatrains of Nostradamus. The problem there is that almost anything can be read into his writings since they are so cryptic and obscure. Others would tie this event into Biblical prophecies. However, such predictions are strained or destroyed by two facts. One of the end time catastrophes foretold by the Mayans is flood, which of course violates Biblical prophecy. Further, the Bible makes it clear that “no man know the hour” of Christ’s return or the end time.  Thus, the very exact date specified by the Mayans and others is refuted by the Bible. There also seems to be a tie between this supposed event and “New Age” prophecy. Still, the curiosity of man over apocalyptic events fascinates us. And this movie, while bad theology, will make its splash this summer.
The 120 Year Lifespan

Another thing we do at New Years is count the years we have been here and remember back. All of us are mortal and our days limited by God’s decision to limit us to 120 years or less. It is fascinating how well documented that prophetic declaration by God in the Bible is verified in real life today. This link http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oldest_people will take you a Wikipedia site detailing the records of the verified oldest people in recent world history. Only Jeanne Calment of France may have exceeded the 120 year barrier by 2 years (there is some debate on this) and that exception could have been made by God as a special dispensation for her. All other of the verified persons on the lists died previous to 120 years of living. This in spite of the fact the number of supercentenarians is increasing with improved health care and diet. 
Recent scientific evidences in addition to telomere evidence continue to show how our bodies are pre-set to deteriorate and wear out at a certain time. Researchers are confident they can prolong people’s lives with breakthroughs in medical science, but not so sure it will be as easy to extend life beyond 120 years because of what appear to be pre-set limits on how long we can live. This predisposition to degenerate runs counter to evolutionary theory in that some species should have evolved without this predisposition and thus had a survival advantage. Evolutionists contend this is a survival advantage for the species because this forces the turnover of genes and the elimination of the less fit in a timely manner. We know God put these limits on us with a purpose.
Another interesting thought is how the Biblical writers of 3000+ years ago got this bit of science so painstakingly correct, unless they had help from the creator!

Dino Dads Watched Over Eggs?
AP – A clutch of recovered fossilized dinosaur eggs are displayed by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement … 
A story by Jeanna Brynner, of LiveScience.com reported in a Dec. 18 story that dinosaur dads took care of the eggs! How fascinating! But, how do they know? They also report finding evidence of the dinos being polygamists! Again, what’s the evidence?
In more than 90% of living birds the males participate in caring for the young, whereas this occurs only 5% of the time in mammals. So part of the evidence is the assumption of dinosaurs evolving into birds. 

The analysis, detailed in the Dec. 19 issue of the journal Science, reveals this trend of dad taking care of the eggs began millions of years ago, before flight evolved in birds, and has been passed down over evolutionary time by the birds' ancient relatives, the dinosaurs. 

To figure out the dinosaur parenting strategy, the researchers looked at three species of maniraptoran dinosaurs - Troodon formosus, Oviraptor philoceratops and Citipati osmolskae. Paleontologists think birds derived from maniraptors (a group of theropods, or meat-eating dinosaurs) some 150 million years ago during the Jurassic Period. The team specifically analyzed the size and number of eggs laid in the dinosaurs' clutches, which among other creatures alive today gives clues to who sat on the eggs. 

The basic argument is that if the mother is taking care of the eggs then she doesn't have as much time to go out and feed and gain energy for herself, so she can't invest as much in her eggs.  She can't make her eggs very big, or she can't make loads of eggs because she can't get enough energy to build those eggs.
But if the male cares for the eggs, mom is free to snag meaty snacks and so can lay bigger, or more, eggs. Larger eggs generally lead to healthier offspring. 
Researchers admitted they were not certain whether these theropods actually incubated the eggs or cared for the young later on in life. They also admitted that their findings were based on very little data (very few finds). Without seeing the animals in action, this is all speculation which has as its basis the assumption of evolution of birds from dinosaurs. To say such reasoning is tenuous or even flimsy is to be kind. 

Researchers speculated that perhaps the nest eggs came from several moms, with different females laying their daily eggs in a single nest, as is the case for ostriches. However, they add there is no direct evidence for a polygamous lifestyle in dinosaurs. 
Is this science; looking at bones and inventing their lifestyle?  Fossils can give some clues by inference, but with that being all they have to work with many scientists go far beyond what can be proved. Yet, such reports hit the airways as science fact!

What was left out of this report was what we can really see in Oviraptor egg finds and those of other dinosaurs. We see their necks hinged back in “the pose of death” which used to be attributed to a postmortem muscle contraction which is now disproved. Creationists can easily explain this phenomenon by saying these animals were rapidly covered and preserved in a gigantic flood and the “pose of death” is a portrait of all of these animals to the last second stretching for air as they were covered over and drowned. Further, the receding footprints of Oviraptors and their intact egg nests we find can easily lead us to conclusions that these dinosaurs were running from flooding waters and they and their eggs were rapidly buried in a cataclysm. These are the conclusions which do not have to be invented from thin air, but which you will not see in the general literature.
Immediate Action Needed! 

The Texas State Board of Education is strongly considering removing the requirement to examine the "strengths and weaknesses" of evolutionary teaching from Texas curriculum, thus making it impossible for teachers to question the validity of any part of evolution. Please send a polite message to the sboesupport@tea.state.tx.us  and visit the TEA website, examine the proposals and leave comments there as well. 

Also, please pray for our board members, other creationists and educators from around the state who will be going to Austin on January 20th to testify before the State Board of Education about this issue. 

Evolutionary Weaknesses
Editor and writer Mark Ramsey, with our sister creation organization Greater Houston Creation Association and leader of the organization Texans for Better Science Education (TBSE) has put together an excellent series of articles on the weaknesses of evolution. They are contained in articles sent out by TBSE. In light of the debate going on in Austin as to whether to retain or delete the language of teaching the “strengths and weaknesses” of evolution, I believe these articles are very timely. The link below will take you to an archive of these articles. Thanks to Mark Ramsey for his part in editing and writing these articles and in forwarding this link. Such articles are free of charge from TBSE each month, just like our newsletter. If you would like to receive their newsletter, as I do, just sign up when you visit their website with this link.

www.strengthsandweaknesses.org/news.htm
ICR Needs Your Help!
The state of Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board went outside of their policies in denying ICR a license to offer masters of science degrees in Texas (see our May newsletter for the complete story). Please pray for a speedy and positive resolution to this problem as ICR prepares an appeal to the board. The appeal will set the groundwork for further legal action if it is needed. You may also write board chairman Dr. Paredes a note expressing your displeasure at their decision. Dr. Paredes email is: Raymund.Paredes@thecb.state.tx.us.  His snail-mail address is: 
Dr. Raymund Paredes, 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, 
1200 East Anderson Lane, Austin, TX 78752-1743 
Coming in 2009 to FEAST at 7 pm each 4th Monday of the month. 

Mon. January 26, 2009 - The Origin of Mankind, and The Fossil Record (both from the Origins Film Series) 

Mon. February 23, 2009 - Fossils and Cavemen: Great Artwork- What's the Evidence? and So Called Proofs of Evolution - Can You Trust the Textbooks? (Both from the Discover Creation Series) 

Mon. March 23, 2009 - Grand Design or Blind Chance? Amazing Evidence from Nature, A Flood of Evidence - Lots of Water or Lots of Time, It’s About Time - Dating Methods & the Age of the Earth, (from the Discover Creation Series)

Mon. April 27, 2009 - Dinosaurs, Dragons and Men - Solving the Great Dinosaur Mystery, The Amazing Human Body - Astounding Evidence of a Loving Creator (both from the Discover Creation Series)

Mon. May 25, 2009 - The Bible, Science and Earth History - God's Word and World Agree! , Stand Firm - No Need to Compromise! (Both from the Discover Creation Series)
Critiques on Scientific American Articles by Ian Juby


This month's edition of Scientific American is totally on Darwin and evolution. Below are excellent detailed critiques of these articles, done by fellow creation speaker, Ian Juby of Toronto. He is the president of the international Mensa creation group. To see his three-part critique, just check out these links.


http://www.ianjuby.org/jan2009sciam.html <http://www.ianjuby.org/jan2009sciam.html> 

http://www.ianjuby.org/jan2009sciam2.html <http://www.ianjuby.org/jan2009sciam2.html> 

http://www.ianjuby.org/jan2009sciam3.html <http://www.ianjuby.org/jan2009sciam3.html> 

Minkowski's Mega-Mistake
Our December meeting featured a presentation by Astronomer Dr. Daniel Harris. His topic was "Minkowski's Mega-Mistake" which revealed the weaknesses in relativity theory and why it’s important to creationists. This talk included startling new revelations in astronomy which made this topic very timely. We also got a brief update from John Pendleton on his ministry as he was in the audience that evening. 
Our January meeting will have two agenda items. We will present a choice of watching the video Archaeology, Science and Scripture, or The Bible, Science and Earth History (both from the Alpha Omega Institute's Discover Creation Series). FEAST members may wish to see the first video as its one of two episodes which will be left out of their spring presentations at FEAST. Board elections will follow the video that evening if we have a quorum. Please join us in January. As always we will meet at 7 pm this coming Tuesday, January 13, 2008 at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey.

