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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
This month’s Communiqué has an article from France on how our arm swinging when we walk reveals a designed characteristic and an article from Dr. Daniel Harris on the Age of the Universe.   We also have a full synopsis of the Demolishing Strongholds curriculum to be presented at FEAST this year, as well as updates on John Pendleton’s talk here in San Antonio next Tuesday.
“Ida” has Problems
As reported earlier, the media splash associated with the lemur like full find of “Ida” has been grossly over hyped as a transitional find to humans. Indeed it now appears that the people who had the find and planned the media event kept the find from other evolutionists for peer review for two years before its presentation. Now, there are a number of good articles which show the many flaws in claiming this find to be transitional to humans. In “Think and Believe” (the Alpha Omega Institute’s newsletter), Dave Nutting has a fine piece on how this find has been carefully “marketed” and kept from scrutiny. For excellent analysis of where this find actually fits, what it means in the creation debate and a detailing of the media campaign the Institute for Creation Research has two excellent articles addressing and debunking this find. To see them go to www.icr.org/article/4642 and www.icr.org/article/4661. 
Arm-swinging riddle is answered

PARIS (AFP) reports “biomedical researchers said they could explain why we swing our arms when we walk, a practice that has long piqued scientific curiosity. Swinging one's arms comes at a cost. We need muscles to do it, and we need to provide energy in the form of food for those muscles. So what's the advantage? Little or none, some experts have said, contending that arm-swinging, like our appendix, is an evolutionary relic from when we went about on all fours.

But a trio of specialists from the U. S. and the Netherlands have put the question to rigorous tests. They built a mechanical model to get an idea of the dynamics of arm-swinging and then recruited 10 volunteers, who were asked to walk with a normal swing, an opposite-to-normal swing, with their arms folded or held by their sides. The metabolic cost of this activity was derived from oxygen consumption and carbon dioxide (CO2) production as the human guinea pigs breathed in and out.

Arm-swinging turned out to be a plus, rather than a negative, the investigators found. For one thing, it is surprisingly,  "armless" in energy costs, requiring little torque, or rotational twist, from the shoulder muscles. Holding one's arms as one walks requires 12 percent more metabolic energy, compared with swinging them.

The arms' pendulum swing also helps dampen the “bouncy” up-and-down motion of walking, which is itself an energy drain for the muscles of the lower legs. If you hold your arms while walking, this movement, called vertical ground reaction moment, rises by a whopping 63 percent. Should you prefer to walk with an opposite-to-normal swing -- meaning that your right arm moves in sync with your right leg and your left arm is matched to the motion of your left leg -- the energy cost of using your shoulder muscles will fall. The downside, though, is that opposite-to-normal swing forces up the metabolic rate by a quarter.

The study, headed by Steven Collins at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, says we should give the thumb's-up to arm swinging. "Rather than a facultative relic of the locomotion needs of our quadrupedal ancestors, arm swinging is an integral part of the energy economy of human gait," says the paper.  It appears in Proceedings of the Royal Society B, the biological research journal of the Royal Society, Britain's de-facto academy of sciences.” Thus, arm swinging is not a relic of the time our arms swung in front of us as we as apes made our way on all fours, but is a design feature which makes us most energy efficient and balanced.
The Age of the Universe, By Daniel H. Harris, Ph.D.
The secular world’s textbooks present the view that the universe is about 13 billion years old.  The Bible tells us that God created the universe when He spoke it into existence less than 13 thousand years ago.  The textbook view and the Biblical view disagree by a factor of about one million.   This presents a significant challenge to the faith of many Christians.   Some Christians are wise enough to note that the textbook view has changed several times in just the last hundred years, while the Word of God has not changed, nor will it ever change.  Other Christians have compromised with the secular view, either by discounting God’s word, or by altering it to fit secular opinion.

Let’s examine the thinking of the textbook writers.  They assume that the vacuum speed of light is constant in all of the universe and for all time.  Yet accurate measures of the speed of light have only been made within our solar system over the last 200 years.  Because our measurements are so limited we cannot say with any confidence that the speed of light is truly constant.  Therefore, it can only be by assumption that the textbook writers suppose that the speed of light is constant everywhere and for all time.  

Scientists, as a matter of practice, also assume that all the laws of nature are the same everywhere and for all time.  Of course this idea is not testable science.  The constancy of all natural laws is a necessary assumption if scientists are to find answers for questions that truly can’t be answered.  
Returning to the example of the vacuum speed of light, the universe looks old and big because we measure it with the present speed of light.   On the other hand, if the speed of light was very high in the beginning, then the universe could be young and small.   The details of differing models of this are under study by just a few believing scientists.  
In the nearly 20 years since I first wrote to you about these ideas, there have been many important discoveries which strongly suggest that we are near to a radically new understanding of fundamental physics.   Here I can give just a few.   First, the operation of the Global Positioning System is at odds with Einstein’s Relativity. The GPS system works because the position and motion of satellites are calculated relative to the Earth as a preferred reference frame, an idea opposed by Einstein. 

In the realm of particle theory, it is now known that the lowly neutrino has a small mass, contrary to the Standard Model of particle physics.  And the existence of Halo Nuclei [like 11Li] shows that there is a mysterious long range component to the nuclear force [see the Wikipedia article on “Halo Nucleus”].  

As a believer, a physicist, and an astronomer, fascinated by these fundamental issues, I have studied the properties of space and time, and numerous astronomical observations which challenge the textbook view.  I have in hand a simple argument permitting the vacuum speed of light, and other constants of nature, to vary in time and space, in a way that destroys the Big Bang, and which gives an Age of the Universe consistent with a Biblical view.   Praise the Lord!

I encourage you all to stand with the Word of God and to not be shaken nor tempted to compromise. The textbook writers are wrong.
SABBSA to present at FEAST for the 4th Straight Year
[image: image2.emf]We and our partners at FEAST have put together an exciting set of presentations for the coming year. We will start off on Monday, September 28th with a “Creation Science Magic Show” performed by SABBSA founder Ernie Hernandez. Ernie will show the probability of structure forming all by itself with the application of random energy.  He will use Stanley Miller’s 1953 experiment as a guide and demonstrate similar steps with our own experiment using colored blocks.   It demonstrates probability, the 2nd Law of Thermodynamics, knowledge of Dr. Miller’s experiment and the real results. This show is good for ages 5th grade and above.  
[image: image3.emf]We will follow his science demonstration with the kick off to a year-long presentation of the Answers in Genesis’ (AIG) Demolishing Strongholds presentations with SABBSA board member Dr. Carl Williams moderating. Dr. Williams is a practicing medical doctor and he and his wife Cindy have gone through training with AIG in the presentation of this curriculum. A synopsis of this seminar is included below.
Teach your teens that the Bible is true!

Today's youth are frustrated by "cookie cutter" teaching at youth group meetings and Sunday school. They want to have fun (who doesn't!) but they also want to be ready when challenged to take a stand for their faith. They want answers to the potentially embarrassing questions about Christianity that come up in classes AND in the hallway throughout the day.  

Inspire your students to go to the next level in their Christian walk and challenge them to live out their faith with this totally comprehensive new 13-session DVD-based study. Shot live before 300 teens and embellished with cutting-edge comic book style animation, Demolishing Strongholds features four highly engaging speakers: Ken Ham, Bill Jack, Charles Ware, and Carl Kerby. Each will prepare your students to stand firm on the authority of God’s Word, and each will equip and challenge them to activate their faith!

This complete discipleship study series includes twelve 30-minute DVD programs, an integrated Bible study designed to be discussed by the group, a PowerPoint presentation for each lesson, lesson handouts and optional activities, and a 1-minute promo video. The 13th session is a “man on the street” feature with Bill Jack as he demonstrates how to use key questions to reveal the shortcomings of someone’s worldview and then share the gospel with them. This final session is the final application stage of the curriculum, where students can see it in action. Teens absolutely love it!

Demolishing Strongholds’ strategic topics include developing a biblical worldview, tips on how to engage and reach friends for Christ, confidence boosting ideas on how to confront our evolutionized culture, examples of “cultural brainwashing,” and an inspiring challenge on how to be God’s players in the game called life.

Demolishing Strongholds lesson titles and FEAST Presentation Schedule (all presentations will occur on the fourth Monday of each month beginning on September 28, 2009)
· Monday, September 28: Creation Science Magic Show (Ernie Hernandez); and         War of the Worldviews - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Ken Ham, 19 min.) 

· Monday, October 26: War of the Worldviews - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Ken Ham, 24 min.) and Evolution in Pop Culture - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 21 min.) 

· Monday, January25: Evolution in Pop Culture - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 21 min.) and  Counterfeit Reality - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 26 min.) 

· Monday, February 22: Counterfeit Reality - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 23 min.) and Answers to Difficult Issues: How to Share Your Christian Worldview - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 21 min.) 

· Monday, March 22: Answers to Difficult Issues: How to Share Your Christian Worldview - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Carl Kerby, 17 min.) and                                     Simple Tools for Brain Surgery - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 21 min.) 

· Monday, April 26: Simple Tools for Brain Surgery - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Bill Jack, 27 min.) and  Special Forces for the Savior - Part 1 (Dr. Williams - Charles Ware, 27 min.) 

· Monday, May 24: Special Forces for the Savior - Part 2 (Dr. Williams - Charles Ware, 25 min.) and “Man on the street interviews” with Bill Jack (moderator-led discussion, 18 min.) 
Monthly SABBSA Meeting on Tuesday, August 11th, 2009 featuring John Pendleton
John Pendleton has put his search for Pterosaurs on hold for the time being. We will hear a report on this as well as other topics when he join us this coming Tuesday evening. Please join us at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey at 7 pm.
