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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
This month has seen a wealth of controversy in creation circles. This month’s Communiqué: features several reviews of Ben Stein’s movie Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed; An update on the state denying ICR approval to offer masters of science degrees online; and comments on recent scientific discoveries. We have also had some controversy over our hosting of Dr. Carl Baugh in June. We will detail that foray in next month’s Communiqué.
ICR Gets Expelled and Creation Answers
 I saw Ben Stein’s movie Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed the first weekend it came out. It is a wonderful film and documentary. It has the potential to inform the public in a unique way of the blatant discrimination, ostracism and academic censorship experienced by anyone who even mentions creationism or intelligent design with anything but contempt in the current scientific community. The lack of freedom of ideas and the restrictions on exploring new thoughts on biological development is truly staggering. I pray that it is seen by a large enough portion of our population to inform and incite our public to action against such blatant censorship.

The film starts with a listing of several teachers in universities and the editor of the Smithsonian’s scientific magazine who have been ostracized or lost their positions due to the mere mention of intelligent design as a topic to be critically discussed. Ben Stein then takes us on a trek across the country looking for intelligent design proponents and to find what the scientific community really thinks is so egregiously dangerous about this concept of intelligent design. 
Finally, Mr. Stein reveals to us the ramifications both in history and in our futures of evolutionary thought. He explores Hitler’s basis for the “ultimate solution” (ethnic cleansing) as being a direct product of his belief in evolution and the genetic superiority of the Aryan race over Jews and blacks. He further shows how the future product of evolution will be societies which will be increasingly atheistic. If evolution needs no God, then neither do we. If there is no God, then there is no absolute right or wrong and ethical behavior will decline rapidly (a consequence we are seeing increase exponentially today). 
Here are some reviews of this film from other sources. Dr. Carl Williams writes: “We took some Christian friends who only knew of our creation group. After seeing the film they understood why we are creation proponents. 
 

Ben Stein's dead pan approach was superb for his interview technique of both sides though he almost lost it on camera when Dr. Dawkins began espousing his true feelings on how life could have started on earth. Dawkins' admission to belief in Intelligent Design (or at least the possibility) on video was certainly the most precious part of the documentary. Close second was the fellow, whose name I didn't recognize, who kept repeating the first cell crept to life supported by crystals. It truthfully revealed that several mainline Christian denominations openly accept evolutionary teaching. Thus our Creation group (SABBSA.org) still has a lot of work to do in educating the flock. My wife and I both felt the imagery of the Berlin Wall as well as recounting the Holocaust were extremely powerful symbols of the depths of depravity to which Darwinism can lead.

 

I was a little disappointed, since ID is often labeled as "microwaved" creationism, that no openly creation scientists such as those from ICR or CRS were interviewed, but I realize that Ben was trying to hit the highlights of just the ID movement’s problems. 

 

Another element brought out in the movie, and one noted by youth pastor Mark Cahill, is the poison of evolutionary thinking to the Gospel message. Both Dawkins and the professor with the brain tumor explained how discovering evolution and thinking through all its implications brought them both to abject atheism. Mark Cahill believes from his surveys that evolutionary teaching is near the top if not the #1 reason young people walk away from the church once they leave home.

 

Overall, "Expelled" is hard hitting while keeping a humorous tone. I would strongly recommend it for any high school age or above Sunday School group to be used as a discussion topic. It could be shown in portions for a several session discussion or all at once for a special seminar."

Mark Ramsey in the Greater Houston Creation Association’s newsletter said “Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed …is a box office success (by documentary standards), and a huge success with conservative and Christian crowds with its message.  Frank, Tom and I (along with many of you) have now seen it, and while it is lighter on the science side than I would have preferred, it is much stronger on linking Darwinism and devote Darwinists (Hitler, et.al.) to the Holocaust, the Iron Curtain, Eugenics, Abortion, and other societal evils of the last century and today.  It is powerful and compelling.  Go see it and get your friends to do so as well.  This could be 'game-changing' Mark could be right, or he could be wrong. The sparse turnouts by mass media standards may limit the effect of this film. I was always concerned that the subject of this film may self limit it because of the public’s apathy on this issue. If it does have a major impact it will definitely be a God thing and not man’s doing.
Back in San Antonio I interviewed two couples from LaVernia, Texas as I exited the theater and got their impressions of the film. They enjoyed it, felt astonished by the depth of hypocrisy going on in scientific circles and were made very concerned about the future effects on society of evolutionary thinking. I saw the film the first Saturday evening after it came out. There were only 17 people in the theater. I am heartened that my parents saw the film and were moved by it even though this has never been a big issue for them. We need to pray for its results.
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This is the full page add placed in major newspapers across the state on Sunday, May 4th in response to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s arbitrary decision to deny the Institute for Creation Research a license to offer science degrees online. In doing so they broke everyone of their own procedural rules
Here is a reaction to this news from WorldNetDaily. Their headline a few days ago read: Texas demands faith in Darwinism
Regulators reject teaching from team of Ph.Ds 
Their reaction was as follows:
The state of Texas has decided that a graduate school with a faculty sporting Ph.Ds from UCLA, Penn State, the University of Montana, Colorado State, Case Western and Indiana University, with a few lowly Ed.D. degrees thrown in, isn't qualified to grant master's degrees because it teaches students to evaluate thoroughly the pluses – and minuses – of evolution and creation.

	


The verdict came just a week ago from ICR Graduate School for a Certificate of Authority to grant degrees.the Texas Higher Education Consulting Board, which rejected an application from the 
The rejection came on the recommendation of Commissioner Raymund Paredes despite earlier approval recommendations from a site team dispatched by the state agency to evaluate the education offerings as well as the agency's advisory committee.
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In a case that appears to be an example of the academic censoring described in Ben Stein's movie "Expelled," state officials even read into the record for the agency's hearing a state statute regarding "fraudulent" education programs without giving supporters of the ICR program an opportunity to explain or respond.

"Expelled" covers the following key questions:

· Were we designed or are we simply products of random chance, mutations and evolution occurring without any plan over billions of years?

· Is the debate over origins settled?

· How should science deal with what appears to be evidence of design?

· What should be taught to children and college students about our origins?

· Is there any room for dissent from the evolutionary point of view?

· Is it appropriate for eminent scientists who depart from strict evolutionary dogma to be fired and blacklisted, as is occurring in academia today?

· Should government schools and other institutions be engaged in promoting the secular, materialistic worldview to the total exclusion of differing points of view?

· Is science so advanced and so certain that it should be exempt from the societal norms of open dialogue and free debate?

· Why is it simply inconceivable and unacceptable for some evolutionists to consider the possibility – no matter how remote – that our world might actually have a Creator? 

"This is the second time in 18 years that a state's top educational authority has attempted to thwart the Institute for Creation Research's ability to offer master's degrees in science and science education," said a statement from the Answers in Genesis organization. "Such a setback for a school – which has several qualified Ph.D. scientists on its faculty – merely confirms what the just-released film 'Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed' has been exposing: academia will not tolerate any challenge to evolutionist orthodoxy and will suppress the liberties of Darwin-doubters," AIG said.

ICR has been issuing master's degrees in California since 1981. In 1990 it overcame a challenge from state educational officials who tried to deny the school the opportunity to offer degrees. "ICR eventually won approval in a federal court," Answers in Genesis said. "Due to its recent move to Texas, ICR had to apply to the THECB for similar authorization … and once again found itself running another educational gauntlet."

	[image: image2.jpg]





According to the Dallas Morning News, Henry Morris III, the chief executive officer for the ICRGS, said the school prepares students to "understand both sides of the scientific perspective, although we do favor the creationist view." After being rejected, he said the institute may revise its application or pursue a court action. "We will pursue due process," he told the board. "We will no doubt see you in the future." Under state procedures, the ICRGS now would have 45 days to file an appeal, or 180 days to begin a new application.

According to Answers in Genesis: "ICR has argued that its quality faculty and rigorous program – presented in a creationist framework – prepare students to become effective science teachers. … Paredes has claimed that what ICR teaches is contrary to what is required in Texas's public schools, and that because ICR's program insists on accepting the biblical account of creation, it inadequately covers science. ICR counters with the observation that its students learn all about evolution, the scientific method, etc. – but that they are also exposed to the scientific problems with evolution."

It was Joe Stafford, assistant commissioner for academic affairs in Texas, who during the hearing read into the record a Texas Education Code statute about preventing "fraudulent" colleges, but ICRGS officials were denied any opportunity to respond to that allegation. Among the 13 faculty members listed by the ICRGS, 10 have earned Ph.Ds in their fields of expertise, another is a doctor of veterinary medicine and two more have doctorates in education. Going into the hearing, officials from ICRGS said they had revamped their offerings "to meet, and in some areas to exceed, virtually all of the AAAS Project 2061 Benchmarks (in science, mathematics, technology, etc.) and the National Science Education Standards."

However, it had a level of concern "about whether its public viewpoints have or will become the subject of unequal (or otherwise improper) discriminatory treatment in conjunction with the processing of ICRGS's application." "The ICRGS is concerned that educational politics may unduly influence the processing of ICRGS's application in a manner that chills free speech, and thus dampens postsecondary education diversity, perhaps facilitating the promotion of a postsecondary education market 'monopoly,'" the organization said.

On the Dallas newspaper's forum, opinions were divided:

"They rightly rejected the attempt by the Institute of Creation Research to inject religion into scientific teaching," wrote David Alkek. But Daniel DeVelde said, "Good educators should want to give a complete education, including both evolution and intelligent design. Many scientists and educators should want to put both on the table for examination. Good education should explore all theories, not just the one someone happens to like.” The battle goes forward. 
Two Science Discoveries Support Creationism

Scientists for years have been puzzled over the mystery of how there was a tropical climate in the north and south poles long ago (they estimate 90 million years ago radiometrically), and a climate that was almost uniform across the world. This question has new meaning to us with the current fears over global warming. The problem has been that previous models have not been able to get it warm enough at the poles without there being unrealistic circumstances or scorching temperatures at the equator, nor could they get it warm enough at the poles only through the adding of greenhouse gases.  How did crocodiles exist in the Arctic and dinosaurs (we find the fossils of such tropical animals and plants buried deep in Antarctica) and the like exist in Antarctica? Evolutionary scientists are now exploring the novel approach of the dying off of algae to inhibit cloud formation so that more sunlight gets through. The problem has a far simpler solution. The creationist theory of a water canopy around the Earth, acting as a greenhouse, filtering harmful radiation, but spreading the heat uniformly across the globe fits the geologic data we have of this era when the world was tropical from pole to pole. In fact this data exactly correlates to what we believe the early Earth was like. We need not dream up any exotic stories of algae elimination as evolutionists do. Our theories are well supported by the geologic data!
Scientists studying human genetics say that we almost became extinct in our ancient past (their estimate 70,000 years ago) and that only a bare remnant from Africa survived to carry forward our species. They have discerned this by studying certain bottlenecks in our genome that says we all came from a very small group of ancestors, but in a much more recent past than the theorized 1 million years man has been on Earth. Evolutionists have devised stories to explain this evidence tying it to severe drought in Africa. We know that we can tell another story which fits this genetic data quite well. There was a band of eight humans who were all that survived of man. They survived not a drought, but the biggest of all floods some 4500+ years ago. This story fits the genetic data every bit as well as the drought theory and has stories from more than 200 cultures from around the world which attest to its occurrence.
May 16th & 17th Dave and Mary Jo Nutting of Alpha-Omega Institute will be a part of the FEAST Home School Convention and Curriculum Fair and give talks in the area.
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Dave Nutting is the Co-founder and Director of Alpha Omega Institute. He is a former evolutionist who "evolved" into a creationist after studying the scientific issues. Dave has been giving creation seminars at churches, universities, public and private schools for over 27 years, with audiences ranging from young children to groups of medical students and doctors. Before establishing AOI, Dave taught both on the high school level and at several colleges/universities. He holds advanced degrees in mathematics and in geology. His presentations are noted for high-quality visuals and are easy to understand even for children.

Mary Jo Nutting is the Co-founder and Assistant Director of Alpha Omega Institute. Together with her husband, Dave, she has traveled and taught creation for over 27 years. Mary Jo has an M.S. degree in biology, with a heavy concentration in science education. She is an excellent communicator, has taught at the high school and college level, and has also home-schooled their 2 grown sons.

	Topics include:

It’s a War Out There! (Dave Nutting) (Friday, 12:30 am) 

According to youth evangelist, Mark Cahill, “The number one reason young people give for rejecting the Gospel is evolution.” We are in a battle for the hearts and minds of children and adults. In this program, Dave exposes the battle plan and demonstrates how people get fooled into believing evolution by the pictures they see and consequently drop out of church. By focusing on the fossil evidence, artistic reconstructions, and a section on “cavemen,” Dave encourages children, youth, and adults to evaluate so-called “scientific” evidence and to stand firmly on God’s Word.

Creation or Evolution: Examining the Evidence (Mary Jo Nutting) (Saturday, 12:30 pm) 

Former evolutionary college instructor, Mary Jo Nutting, shows why the best “proofs” of evolution do not hold up to scientific scrutiny, but instead are good evidence of creation. This understandable, beautifully illustrated program helps you and your students ask the right questions so that you will not be taken in by “accepted” scientific dogma and typical textbook arguments.

Floods of the West (Dave Nutting) (Friday, 3:30 pm) 

Geologist, Dave Nutting, takes you on a virtual tour of national parks and other locations. He shows the “other side” of the geologic story – the side that park rangers usually don’t mention. Does it take millions of years to form geologic features? Dave says, “No!” He shares from research and field study how deep canyons were carved quickly through solid rock in as little as one day. Giant ripple marks, massive gravel deposits, enormous “now dry” waterfalls, and other fascinating features all point to catastrophic floods in the past. Learn how these could relate to Noah’s Flood and subsequent events. After this visual tour, you will see the scenery through different eyes on your next vacation! 

Have People Really Seen Dinosaurs? (Dave Nutting) (Saturday, 2:00 pm) 

Ancient artwork and artifacts from around the world depict creatures that look like dinosaurs. Did these ancient artists base their artwork on dinosaurs they had actually seen? Join “Dinosaur Dave” Nutting as he paints a new view of dinosaurs -- one usually not taught in museums, schools, or books. Using vivid color visuals, Dave presents the evidence and a view of dinosaurs that is consistent with the Bible. Bring your skeptical friends!


On Monday, April 28th at FEAST, SABBSA Board Member Dr. Carl Williams presented segments of the Answers in Genesis "Demolishing Strongholds" curriculum for adolescents. He also used parts of his "Creation vs. Evolution: One Science, Two Beliefs" presentation. Carl discussed how both origins models are fundamentally beliefs, but the scientific method can be used to affirm the Biblical literal six day creation account, while it is not nearly as supportive of the evolutionary model. Also, Carl discussed how a belief in "millions of years", whether as an atheistic evolutionist or as an "old earth" compromise creationist, essentially destroys Genesis and thus ultimately negates the Gospel message. His showing of one segment of AIG’s Demolishing Strongholds video series had two results: it showed the result of evolutionary thought on our future generations will likely be atheism and a lack of morals; and it enlightened the audience to the availability of this resource which they expressed a high interest in getting and using. (On a side note we give thanks for Dr. Williams’ ministry and ask for your prayers for him and his wife Cindy as he undergoes surgery this week).
Wednesday, June 11th Dr. Carl Baugh will be at Castle Hills First Baptist Church on Wednesday, June 11th, 2008 at 7 pm. His topic is entitled: "Set in Stone" This "Power Point" presentation will show the interpretation of the "rocks" as evolutionists see them and the evidence in the rocks of a "special creation.” Due to the size of the audience we anticipate for this event, we will move our regular meeting from its normal locale. We will hold this event at Castle Hills First Baptist Church at 2200 Northwest Military Drive about 1 mile outside of loop 410. Dr. Baugh’s presentation will be introduced by a short presentation at 6:15 pm by SABBSA’s Dr. Carl Williams which will explain the need for Creation Ministry and why Dr. Baugh’s message is so relevant today. The admission is free, but a love offering will be solicited.

We have canceled the May 26th video presentations at FEAST in view of its being memorial day, but we will show both first segments of the Origins film series and AOI’s Discover Creation series at FEAST in September. We thank FEAST for inviting us back to their special presentations program for the third straight year!

Last week a public forum was held at Trinity University with the topic: “Religion, Science, and Evolution: The Pending Showdown in Texas Science Education.” The panelists were a stacked deck of persons with vested interests in keeping creationism out of the schools including Ryan Valentine of the Texas Freedom Network an ultraliberal group, but no creationists were allowed. The crux of the forum was on their concern that the atmosphere is ripe in Texas for creationism to make its way into the public school curriculum. They see the creationist leanings of the state school board president as evidence of this. Folks, we must be doing something right to have them this nervous!
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John Pendleton, the #1 creation evangelist in Central America is coming to town and he will be our featured speaker at our May meeting! He has promised a new presentation he has just developed. Please join us on Tuesday, May 13th at 7 pm at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey to hear John’s latest presentation.
