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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
SABBSA was proud to host Mr. Mark Ramsey with Texans for Better Science Education (www.strengthsandweaknesses.org) from the Houston area. He is well-informed on matters dealing with the Texas State Board of Education, (SBOE) and the concern that evolution is being taught “as fact” in many Texas public schools.  Mr. Ramsey was also a guest on the "Take A Stand" radio talk show hosted by Adam McManus. We thank Adam and KSLR for putting him on the air. 
Chromosome 20, Genetic Divergence and Beauty
Mr. Ramsey showed power point slides on several different topics which gave verifiable proof for creation and unsolvable problems for evolution. Among the topics touched on by Mr. Ramsey, were variation records or "genetic load" in chromosome 20 and how it varied from our expectations of even distributions with respect to such phenomena as the lottery If evolution has been going on in humans since we branched off from the apes some 1 to 3 million years ago as evolution surmises, then we should see 1 to 3 million years of variation and mutation built up in our genes. In fact we do see a lot of “genetic load” and variation, but its distribution is not what evolution predicts. If we have been evolving for more than a million years as humans we should see a relatively even distribution of mutations across the human genome. Instead we see a very uneven collection of mutations in the genes, proving that this variation has not been going on for millions of years, but only a few thousand. The figure below shows similar data from deep sea creatures. If they had been evolving for millions of years by random chance, the distribution of the variations and mutations by the laws of probability would be very even across their entire gene sequences. Instead, just as in humans you can see there is great unevenness in the mutations, revealing that this process has been going on for a much briefer period of time. Conversely, note how the numbers coming up on the Canadian Lottery are converging on the same amount of events (as predicted by the field of statistics) as more and more events occur. This has occurred after only a few decades of lottery drawings. After millions of years of mutations our DNA variations record should look the same, but it doesn’t!
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The second thing Mr. Ramsey showed us we had not seen before concerned the divergence of DNA variation and how it could date how long ago our current DNA came from its progenitor (first ancestor).
Male vs. Female Divergence
In 1995, the Whitfield study examined both mitochondrial and Y chromosome genetics to compare the divergence times for each. To their surprise, the dates did not match - males diverged much later than females. The "discrepancy" can be explained through the biblical creation model! The Bible describes a genetic bottleneck event that occurred during the Genesis flood. Since all males on the ark were genetically descended from Noah, but the females were genetically diverse, we would expect that female genetic diversity would be greater than male genetic diversity. This biblical model is confirmed through an examination of mitochondrial DNA compared to Y-chromosome genetic diversity. Women show a divergence from the initial Eve of 120,000 to 474,000 years whereas the data suggests we diverged from the initial Adam between 37,000 and 49,000 year ago. This data shows humanity originated less than 49,000 years ago. This is a great problem for evolutionists, but data fits neatly into creationists expectations. (This data came from the godandscience website which is mentioned later in this newsletter).
An interesting side note to this discussion is what Adam and Eve may have looked like. If you were to average (morph) all the pictures of a huge sample of females from a diverse cross section across the entire world, the drawing or picture would greatly resembled either Eve, or at least the original peoples of the Earth. The same could be done for Adam. I saw such an amalgamation of one million male and female pictures from across the world several years ago and they showed the original Adam and Eve to be of medium complexion and astonishingly beautiful people. This shows how the maker preserves our DNA. Why do we think certain features and people are beautiful? He preprograms us to be attracted to who we see as beautiful and attractive. The composite Adam and Eve pictures I saw verify that beauty is the average of all human variations. We are preprogrammed to value the average human features as beautiful so that we will mate in ways to propagate the most average (DNAS wise) and viable members of the species. Only God, knowing that if we allowed ourselves to mate continually with further and further afringed members of our DNA family the results would be lost genetic information and less and less viable species, would have so pre-wired us in this way. I cannot find those pictures, nor that research on the composite pictures of Adam and Eve any more. If anyone has access to them please email me. However, I did lay my hands on the photo below which shows an amalgamation of thousands of pictures of women from across America who sent their pictures in to be included together. This picture shows a marked bias for Caucasians since the pictures it’s composed from were not scientifically randomly collected, but you can still see that the average of all the women submitted is a quite lovely woman. The average of all our flaws is beauty, which we are preprogrammed by the creator to value.
Also, I was heartened to hear from Mark Ramsey that the majority of the resistance to creation and the dogmatism for evolution we are encountering is in the mainly seen in major inner city large school districts and not in the state as a whole. It seems that the assumption that science has proved evolution is a myth that is only being perpetuated in our urban areas. At least that is the sense Mr. Ramsey gets when he has worked with school districts from all over the state.
Around the state of Texas 
Here is Chapter 2 of the uproar forming over the Institute for Creation Research’s application for accreditation in Dallas to offer Master Degrees in Science Education. In Texas, ICR plans to seek accreditation through the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. In November an independent team of three experts visited ICR to evaluate their program and evaluated it as “generally comparable to an initial master’s degree in science education from one of the smaller regional universities in the state!” In spite of ICR’s playing by the rules and its positive evaluation for its application, there have been many calls by evolutionists to ignore protocols and deny their application because their program will not teach evolution dogmatically! Scientists from the University of Texas, Texas Tech and others have said that we will be making a sham of science education by accrediting this degree program. These attitudes were mirrored by the ultra-left-wing Texas Freedom Network, an organization which is devoted to “countering the religious right.” ICR has decided to postpone the hearing on its application.
ICR NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT! 
While the date of a 'decision' by the THECB has been postponed, they are subjecting ICR to unprecedented scrutiny, and have even paid the Darwinists for their opinions on what they should do!  Particularly if you teach, have science and engineering backgrounds, and especially any professors or PhDs, please write Dr. Paredes a politely worded note in support of ICR.  (The good news is that letters/emails have thus far been running overwhelmingly in favor of the ICR application--what politicians would call a "landslide" of support).  Dr. Paredes email is:  Raymund.Paredes@thecb.state.tx.us The ICR Graduate School (ICRGS) has been coming under intense fire since even our last newsletter, as the Darwinists cannot tolerate any interpretation of the facts that is contrary to their own mostly atheist worldview.  Dr. Henry Morris III recently wrote in part:  

 

"Please pray for us. This is, obviously, a huge undertaking for ICR-but, more importantly, it is a major frontal shot aimed at the bow of the whole issue before the Texas Education Authority (TEA), which will be considering the Science Education Standards for Texas in a meeting later this month. That is important because Texas is often the front runner in such changes across the nation. Texas has long led the nation in textbook standards, and has been the scene of a recent battleground over science texts. Thus, ICR and the THECB have become the "test case" in this battle now on the front burner in Texas education and politics.

Pray for the THECB Commissioner, Dr. Raymund Paredes, and his staff, that they will see the difference between experimental science (laboratory research) and forensic science (interpretations of present data about historical events). ICR teaches exactly the same experimental science as any university, but we have a very different perspective when it comes to forensic science (origins, pre-history). Pray that such distinctions will be made clear. 

Also pray that we (and any who write to the Commissioner on our behalf) will remain gracious and truthful in our responses. 

Pray, too, that ICR will be able to prepare both sufficient and clarifying materials to the THECB that will encourage them to grant approval for us to continue the work of the ICRGS without restrictions. 

Finally, if you would feel comfortable writing (or emailing) a kind note of encouragement to Dr. Paredes thanking him for his attempt to be fair in our evaluation, and also expressing your support for the Christian perspective of origins (a better word than creation), it may help Dr. Paredes understand that there are substantial numbers of educated people in this nation who are not persuaded by the evolutionary theories of life.

The address for the THECB is as follows:

Dr. Raymund Paredes
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
1200 East Anderson Lane 
Austin, TX 78752-1743 
Sincerely,

Dr. Henry Morris III
CEO, Institute for Creation Research"
The information about ICR printed above came from Creation Science News which is the newsletter for the Greater Houston Creation Association (GHCA), our sister creation organization in the Houston area.  This newsletter is written by our speaker from last month, Mark Ramsey. If you would like to subscribe to their newsletter, click on the link below. This month’s newsletter features an article on RATE research.

http://us.f823.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=subscribe@ghcaonline.com
Last month I reported that an atheist who has been successful in Chicago in getting religious symbols removed from public places is suing the state over his daughter’s supposed objection to the state’s required “moment of silence for reflection and student prayer” statute for 15 seconds. Low and behold, what I did not tell you is that just such a suit had been brought in Texas some time ago and just this past month was adjudicated by our Texas Supreme Court. Thankfully, our court chose to back the states’ right to enforce a moment of silence and allow our school children a moment of prayer or silent reflection. Thank God for this victory! However, as the Illinois case proves the battle rages on!

While researching this Communiqué I stumbled a cross a very nice creation website. It’s www.godandscience.org.  It is sponsored by Researcher/Specialist Mr. Richard Deem. He is currently doing research in the Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. He is currently collaborating with Dr. Rivkah Gonsky on the role of T-cells in inflammatory bowel disease, specifically on transactivating nuclear factors involved in activation pathways of lamina propria (gut-associated) T-cells. If you go to this website you will see a wealth of creationist data as well as an invitation to a free newsletter and an invitation to do volunteer work for their creationist ministry. Check it out! Also, Dr. Carl Williams came upon a website for a movie coming out this spring which embodies our whole struggle. Go to http://www.expelledthemovie.com/home.php and check out the trailer for this provocative movie!

On the science and current events scene some evolutionary scientists are excited by a team of researchers who made a complete gene of DNA from scratch! What they did is use “off the shelf” chemicals to form the base pairs to assemble a complete loop of a DNA strand for a certain microbe. However, they did not invent a new organism, nor did they invent any new traits. This loop has not yet even been inserted into a living cell as yet to see whether it will function. Since they have not decoded the meaning of the DNA code, they could not design their own working code so they copied what was already in the microbes’ cell. Thus, all that has been done is to copy the makers design, using the chemicals he supplied in His world!
Did you know fossils can be delicious? SABBSA Board Member Mrs. Cindy Williams will present a program from the Alpha Omega Institute geared specifically for children. During the program participants will make chocolate trilobites and get to eat them! Along the way the kids will learn more about God's creation! Mrs. Williams says that it is fascinating how many adults who view this program, geared for children, come away saying I didn't know this information and have an "aha" moment. This program will give you a feeling for the full range of programs available from SABBSA. To see all that we offer go to our resources page. Mrs. Williams is also tentatively scheduled to run this program for FEAST the fourth Monday in March. Stay tuned for details. As always we will meet at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey this coming Tuesday, February 12th, 2008 at 7 pm. We will also have board elections that night as well as new membership registration. Remember that annual membership dues are $30 for individuals and $45 for families. We hope to see you there!
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