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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
Merry Christmas to all of you from SABBSA.  This Communiqué will include updates on our ongoing struggles with the local media, communications with members of the State Board of Education (SBOE), as well as noting creation opportunities this month and in 2009. We also have a sad report on how this same intolerance of Christianity has raised its ugly head in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Strengths and Weaknesses, the Media and the SBOE

The outlook continues to get gloomier in regards to the hearings on the revised science curriculum for our public schools. Evolutionists have successfully staged a nonexistent emergency situation by falsely intimating that the “strengths and weaknesses” language which has been in the state curriculum for years will now suddenly undermine all good science education in our public schools. They have further flat out lied by intimating that there was a move afoot by creationist groups such as our own, or by members of the State Board of Education to insert creationism or Intelligent Design into the curriculum. This in spite of assurances from both groups that no such move is being made. 
What has allowed this fraud to move forward is willful collusion by the liberal media. They are reporting only evolutionist fed information on the subject. It has been reported by TEA that 98% of the scientists surveyed wanted only evolution represented in our science curriculum. They conveniently left out the facts that their survey only included evolutionists and therefore their evidence is a set of self serving inventions of their own which do not reflect a random sampling of the scientific community. Also, they have failed to report that the largest amount of email, phone and mail communications to TEA and the SBOE have come from creationists and the public which wish to retain the current “strengths and weaknesses” language. 
We along with our sister organizations in Texas have tried stem the tide of this contrived emergency, but we have been repeatedly frozen out by the media which continues to freely print and report the evolutionary point of view but firmly refuses to add balance by voicing ours. For your edification I have included below a letter I sent to the Express-News this past week which they have refused to print (the second such rebuttal by members of our board they have refused to print in the past month, while flooding the paper with pro-evolution letters). Included in this letter is information about exchanges I have had recently with SBOE members.
“In response to the Express-News editorial of 12/1 (“Don’t Water Down Science Curriculum”) we at San Antonio Bible Based Sciences Association would like to ask how you can water down a curriculum which is almost exclusively evolution already by changing the wording which has existed in the curriculum for many years? Also, no creationist organization in this state is trying to insert new language, change the evolutionary science curriculum of this state or insert creationism in any way during this adoption cycle. Further, all board members of the State Board of Education(SBOE) are unanimous in stating that they have no intent to insert new language, change the curriculum or in any way try to insert creation into the curriculum. How then may we ask is our children’s education so imperiled, and how will it be changed in any way from what it has been? The following is a letter I sent to all of the SBOE members and which has had a positive response from two members, one of which invited me to testify in Austin.

“I am a math and science teacher in our public schools. While my personal belief is that Scientific Creationism and Intelligent Design have more than sufficient scientific evidence to support their inclusion in classroom science discussions, that is not my agenda. As a teacher in our schools I can tell you that the controversial wording "strengths and weaknesses" has implications to us only in a very narrow and limited way, but an important one. The charge that this wording, which has been in our good state science curriculum for years, will now suddenly undermine all good science education is ludicrous. In point of fact, most science teachers due to the pressures of the TAKS test only have the time to cover what is included on the test (and neither ID nor creation are on the test).

But, there are two disturbing things about deleting this language. First is the implication that evolution above all other scientific theories has neither weaknesses nor points of debate. Nothing could be further from the truth. Science is a field constantly in a state of flux. As new discoveries come to light scientists change what we believe to be true. The theory of evolution itself is in its fourth remake due to newly discovered science. 

Darwin theorized that pangenes (cells floating in the blood) transmitted genetic and acquired characteristics. With the work of Mendel and DeFriese this was modified to purely genetic, non-acquired characteristics and the use of sperm cells. The theory was further modified years later to its present version known as mutation theory. However, there is a large body of evolutionary scientists which do not subscribe to the traditional gradualist's theory of mutation and want to shift evolutionary research and theory to the hybrid theory of punctuated equilibrium (the theory that evolution happens in huge jumps of mass mutations which would explain why we find so few transitions in the fossil record).

 What we think we know changes over time and the debate and critical evaluation of scientific evidence is the process which brings future discoveries to light. This brings us to the second reason; our children need to be challenged with critical thinking and critical evaluation of data. Teachers do not need to worry whether responding to a student’s query about an ID or creationist's idea which dovetails onto the evolutionary material they are covering can be answered without fear of reprisal and that they can praise the student for their questioning mind, for that's what we want to foster! Inclusion of this phrase will not alter what is taught in our school in any significant way in terms of content since that content is all geared towards TAKS and next to the End of Course Exams (neither of which will have questions on ID nor creation), but this phrase does enable an atmosphere of free dialogue we should want in our science classrooms and which promote the open, questioning minds we need as future researchers!”

In response to the several letters in the paper over the past two months SABBSA would be very happy to oblige and provide scientific evidence of weaknesses in evolution and for creation. We stand ready to go to any venue you invite us to, and can present several hours of scientific evidence which supports creation. Included in these will be the fact that evolution violates the 1st and 2nd Laws of Thermodynamics, as well as the Law of Biogenesis. We can show you creation evidence in the fields of microbiology, genetics, probability, biochemistry, biology, geology and physics which support creation and undermine evolution. You are also welcome to peruse our website at www.sabbsa.org. On the newsletters page you will find almost ten years worth of newsletters, most with a discussion of recent evidences uncovered for creation. On the links page you will find links to national creation organizations which specialize in providing creation evidences.

There have been some wild charges in letters about us. It should be known SABBSA has been around for more than a decade with a membership which includes an astrophysicist, teachers, medical doctors, a college biology teacher, computer programmers, civil engineers and many other degreed professionals with varied technical backgrounds. You are also invited to one of our meetings. See our website for times and locations. At our October meeting we showed a video of an 8 year research program looking into radiometric dating methods. At our December 9th meeting we will have a presentation by one of our board members, Dr. Daniel Harris (PhD. Astronomy) who will look into the mathematics behind Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. Such is the level of scientific discourse we offer to the public and invite them to attend and judge the evidence for themselves.

Scott Lane
President, San Antonio Bible Based Sciences Association
The only good news in this situation is that several state board members see the merit in the “strengths and weaknesses” language  and wish to retain it. However, the political pressure coming down on them is intense. If you did not see the cartoon of board members characterized as chimpanzees this week in the paper you should check it out to see the level of ridicule they are getting hit with.

Please AGAIN AND IMMEDIATELY write your State Board of Education Member to encourage them to keep the "scientific strengths and weaknesses" language throughout the science TEKS curriculum.  You may want to encourage them to strengthen the current language.  For convenience, you may email sboesupport@tea.state.tx.us and they will forward your polite encouragement to each of the individual board members.  This is important!  Please send your note of encouragement now!  If you would like to help in other ways, please contact Mark Ramsey in Houston at ghca2009@tdaweb.com. 
Keep this matter in your prayers along with ICR which continues to struggle with outright censorship from the state higher education board. If you wish to help ICR or for more information on their struggles go to our website or theirs at www.icr.org 

                    Intolerance of Christianity

 The Associated Press reports that the Cincinnati Zoo has canceled a joint ticket promotion with the Answers in Genesis Creation Museum in Kentucky. Some scientists and bloggers had complained that the zoo should not work with a religious museum that rejects the theory of evolution. The promotion, granting 2-for-1 admission to the zoo's holiday light show and the Creation Museum's live nativity performance, was on the zoo's website, but has been removed.
 
Creation Museum president Ken Ham said, "We certainly understand why they've had to do this, but again it comes down to intolerant people who are intolerant of the Christian position in this nation -- and unfortunately we see that sort of intolerance growing."
Below you will find two sets of creation presentations hosted by FEAST in the coming months.

“The Star of Wonder”

Presentation given by Dr. Jerry Hardwick
Thursday, December 11 7pm at FEAST
Reception with music and refreshments at 6pm

Start your holidays right by attending the presentation entitled "The Star of Wonder". This multimedia presentation uses astronomy software, biblical and extra biblical historical clues, and ancient and contemporary scholarship to see what the ancients may have witnessed in the heavens at the time of Christ's birth.

In the presentation, we observed God's orchestration of the cosmos through Venus, Jupiter, the Pleiades, Orion, Mercury, and the moon and other important celestial constellations. Additional events, documented through science, history, and prophecy will be illuminating. Dr. Hardwick builds a strong case for what prompted the Wise Men to pack their bags and set out on a journey to find the “King of Kings”. Dr. Hardwick invites you to travel back in time to the Holy Land; to understand who the wise men were; to understand what the Magi were looking for and what they found; and will establish a probable date for Jesus' birth. He uses Biblical texts, the astronomy software and documented history to substantiate several celestial events surrounding the birth of the Messiah.

This presentation is free, but a love offering will be taken. All are welcome, so bring your family, friends and neighbors. Families that would like to bring holiday cookies or deserts may sign up when you place your RSVP.

For more information or to reserve your spot call Estela Frias at
(210) 342- 4674 ext 59 or email specialevents@homeschoolfeast.com.

Coming in 2009 to FEAST at 7 pm each 4th Monday of the month. 

Mon. January 26, 2009 - The Origin of Mankind, and The Fossil Record (both from the Origins Film Series) 

Mon. February 23, 2009 - Fossils and Cavemen: Great Artwork- What's the Evidence?, and So Called Proofs of Evolution - Can You Trust the Textbooks? (both from the Discover Creation Series) 

Mon. March 23, 2009 - Grand Design or Blind Chance? Amazing Evidence from Nature, A Flood of Evidence - Lots of Water or Lots of Time, Its About Time - Dating Methods & the Age of the Earth, (from the Discover Creation Series)

Mon. April 27, 2009 - Dinosaurs, Dragons and Men - Solving the Great Dinosaur Mystery, The Amazing Human Body - Astounding Evidence of a Loving Creator (both from the Discover Creation Series)

Mon. May 25, 2009 - The Bible, Science and Earth History - God's Word and World Agree! , Stand Firm - No Need to Compromise! (both from the Discover Creation Series)

Creationist  Ian Juby

Our November speaker was Canadian creationist Ian Juby. Check out his website at www.ianjuby.org. Ian Juby is the founder of Canada's first Creation Museum, the traveling Creation Science Museum of Canada. He is also the founder and president of the International Creation Science SIG for Mensa members, and a member of Mensa himself. Now in full-time Creation ministry, he spends much of his year devoted to sharing the Creation message and carrying on his first-hand research with experiments and field studies. He also consults for Creation Museums and builds museum displays, which can now be seen in seven museums across North America. 
In his presentation to us he detailed how just an 800 square foot creation museum in Canada has made a huge difference on public perceptions up there. It was a heartening message of how the size of the effort does not always dictate its results with God’s help. He also gave us good insights into polystrate fossils which are his specialty.

Menkowski's Mega-Mistake
Our December meeting will feature a presentation by Astronomer Dr. Daniel Harris. His topic is called "Menkowski's Mega-Mistake" which will reveal the weaknesses in relativity theory and why it’s important to creationists. This talk will include startling new revelations in astronomy which make this topic very timely. We also may get the chance to hear a brief update on John Pendleton’s ministry as he is scheduled to be in the area that evening. Please join us in December. As always we will meet at 7 pm this coming Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey.
