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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse!
Dr. Don Patton and his Ministry for God
In August, Dr. Don Patton gave us a fascinating look at the results of his archaeological digs and investigations in South America. His talk and video presentation centered on the following conclusions: 1. The popular view of human history is backwards when considering the data. Instead of the current view of man coming out of the caves as very primitive animals and building up technologically very slowly; the pyramids of Egypt and Mexico, the stone cuttings across cultures, brain surgery, hot balloon flying, underground aqueduct systems and irrigation, and “air art” all point to the fact that man once had far greater technology than, even in some instances, we have at today’s apex. Technology seems to have reached a zenith perhaps 4,500 years ago and then went into decline resulting in the building of technology occurring in very recent centuries. 2. The pottery, burial stones, embroidery and cave art work of South America and other cultures make it clear that man interacted with dinosaurs in the very recent past. Instead of man and dinosaurs being separated by 65 million years of history, there is clear and bountiful evidence of man and dinosaur interacting together in the last five thousand years. This evidence includes photos of a recently uncovered grave of a man buried with an Iguanodon! This evidence is ignored by contemporary archaeology because it would call into question all current assumptions about evolutionary history and development as well as shatter the assumed Earth dating. 
3. There is good evidence that when God said that the gospel was spread to all creation that he did not mean in the distant future approaching the time of the second coming, but that he literally meant that it occurred during the time of the apostles. The South American knowledge of Christ, taking communion, the cross and references to Thomas infer that the Gospel was spread to South America long before Columbus. Further, the Chinese writing equivalent to the Shang dynasty along with the prevalence of Mongoloid, Anglo and African carvings testify to the fact that there was a good deal of interaction with the rest of world and South America far before Christ and thousands of years before Columbus. 
If this last conclusion proves out, then the ramifications extend far beyond a rewriting of history. It will call for a revision of our end times theology, as it will suggest that the current interpretation by some that the spreading of the gospel to every part of the world will signal the end of time is a possible misinterpretation of scripture.

His investigations have not always met with the total support of the established archaeological community. For instance in the case of the burial chamber  with a man buried with an Iguanodon, there are photographs of the find  and Dr. Patton obtained permission from the widow of the now deceased archaeologist who made the find to see the pictures which she had donated to the national museum in Mexico. Upon arriving at the Museum he was recognized as a leading creationist and the curator refused to show him the photos regardless of his clearances. The “Pool of Siloam” dig in Israel which he has been a part of for some time had to be done with some secrecy because of both geo-political problems and due to Hebrew archaeological biases. You see, any dig in Jerusalem at this time will have two sets of eyes studying it. First, the Palestinians and Muslims will want any dig which promises to give the area more of a Jewish or Christian Holy significance to be disallowed. The Muslims also claim Jerusalem as Holy Land and they see any evidence of Jewish or Christian history in the city as threatening their claim to it. This is a very tense political situation. So much so, the Israelis don’t even want many digs to go on for fear of escalating the tensions. The second obstacle faced in Israel is that of conservative Jewish scholars whose views on scripture very often differ widely from the Christian viewpoint. An example of this was seen on Dr. Patton’s last visit to Israel and the excavation of the stair case leading up to the Temple Mount in the historic “City of David” (a set of buildings housing the Palace complex during David’s reign). Conservative Jewish scholars today have dismissed David as a minor king and say his contribution to Israel has been magnified far out of its proper perspective. They say that he never had a Palace complex of buildings and the supposed “City of David” was nothing more than set of tents. The find just made, of the staircase leading to a portion of the Palace Complex flies in the face of contemporary Jewish historical interpretation. Thus, there are Muslims, Israeli government officials and Jewish historians all of which do not wish for significant Judeo-Christian finds to be made in Jerusalem at this time. Thus, getting permits for such digs often is difficult, if not impossible. The Lord has provided legitimate ways past these difficulties and Dr. Patton is sure that He will be faithful to do so in the future. Dr. Patton is especially excited about a find they are currently working on in Israel. For security reasons he could not discuss specifics with us, but he said that if it comes to fruition it will be a stunning find! Both the Pool of Shalom and City of David finds are continuing evidence of the Godlike veracity of the Biblical accounts. Such finds pile on the evidence of the truthfulness of the bible down to the last word.

Around Texas we have had oxymoronic statements out of three of the members of the State Board of Education. The 3 members include board chairmen Don McLeroy who describes himself as a creationist and who is on record as delivering a very creationist talk at the church he was a member of in 2005. However, in response to the onslaught of political pressure brought on him and the other two supposed creationists on the board, the three have now said that while they are creationists, that neither intelligent design nor scientific creationism should be included in the curriculum when the state science curriculum is overhauled this coming year. How is that for speaking out of both sides of your mouth? Alas, the Lord himself said it, “…the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
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This unfortunately is all that secular science sees in intelligent design, a covert way of teaching Christianity. This frees them from having to confront the considerable science and real challenges to evolution posed by this theory. The fact that 10 of the 15 board members were already signed on to vote down anything but a straight secular science curriculum when the science curriculum comes up for revision wasn’t enough. They have to quash all dissent and keep up the facade that there is no intelligent opposition to the failed theory of evolution.
Later this month we will resume our teachings at the FEAST monthly science workshop. The first presentation will be at 7 pm on Monday, September 24, 2007 at FEAST when Scott Lane will present an Introduction to Creation: The Theories. This is an overview of the main compromise theories between creation and evolution. . If you wish to attend this presentation, contact Estela Frias and RSVP with FEAST at (210) 342-4674 Ext. 59.
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At our September 11th, 2007 meeting, we will have a report from SABBSA board members Dr. Carl and Cindy Williams on what they saw and learned when they visited the new Answers in Genesis Creation Museum. This museum has caused quite a stir. Carl and Cindy Williams will present a synopsis of the controversial new Creation Museum located just West of Cincinnati across the border into Kentucky. News agencies from all over the world have reported on this $27 million project of "Answers in Genesis" (AIG) which opened Memorial Day weekend. AIG's goal was to have 250,000 visitors this first year. As of the Williams' visit on 21 Aug 07 the total was over 160,000. The museum's original plan was to close on Sunday's after Labor Day (typical of most family vacation attractions), but the response has been so huge that they decided to keep Sundays open year round. What's in this museum to attract so much attention both positive and negative? Come and get a glimpse with some testimony and visual aids. Then, as the motto of the museum proclaims, "Prepare to believe!"  For more info go to http://www.creationmuseum.org/.Time permitting; Carl will also inform us about a proposed SABBSA sponsored 30 minute weekly radio program. The goal for the program is to present a comparison of two worldviews of creation and evolution along with the social and spiritual ramifications. As always we will meet at 7pm this coming Tuesday at the Jim’s restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. You are cordially invited to attend.
