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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
Merry Christmas to all of you who receive our newsletter. May God’s grace and the peace of Christ be with you during this joyous season! Note the change in our P.O. Box which is in the heading above. We would also like to notify you of a change in this Tuesday’s program at our monthly SABBSA meeting. Instead of having Cindy Williams do her children’s presentation, we will host Dr. Carl Williams who will do a presentation entitled "Creation vs. Evolution: One Science, Two Beliefs." In this month’s Communiqué we will have a brief review of last meetings presentation on the history of creation and evolution in the last century in America. We will also touch on some current events around the state. But, the main thrust of this article is:
Where Did the Moon Come From? & other Nonsense
A recent Space.com news story reported the moon formed after a nasty planetary collision with young Earth and that evidence of this happening elsewhere is rare. Only about one in every 10 to 20 solar systems may harbor a similar moon. New observations made by NASA's Spitzer Space Telescope of stellar dust clouds suggest that moons like Earth's are, at most, in only 5 to 10 percent of planetary systems. "When a moon forms from a violent collision, dust should be blasted everywhere," said Nadya Gorlova, an astronomer at the University of Florida in Gainesville who analyzed the telescope data in a new study. "If there were lots of moons forming, we would have seen dust around lots of stars. But we didn't." Shortly after the sun formed about 4.5 billion years ago, scientists think a vagrant planet as big as Mars smacked into infant Earth and ripped off a chunk of our home's smoldering mantle. The rocky, dusty leftovers fell into orbit around our wounded planet, eventually coalescing into the moon we see today.
This scenario is unique among other moons in the solar system, which formed side-by-side with their planet or were captured by its gravity. NASA looked for the dusty signs of similar smash-ups around 400 stars, all about 30 million years old, roughly the age of our sun when Earth's moon formed. Only one of all the stars they studied, however, displayed the telltale dust. Considering the frequency of planetary solar systems, the amount of time the dust should stick around and the window for moon-forming collisions to occur, the scientists were able to peg the frequency of extra- solar bodies that formed like our moon. The estimate, however, is possibly a generous one.

"We don't know that the collision we witnessed around the one star is definitely going to produce a moon," said study co-author George Rieke, an astronomer at the University of Arizona in Tucson, "so moon-forming events could be much less frequent than our calculation suggests."
The scenario for our moon’s formation assumed above is called the “Big Splash.”  There are two other main competing theories of how the moon came to be. One is that it formed with the Earth at the formation of the solar system which they theorize was 4.5 billion years ago.  But that theory is in disfavor with evolutionists since the moon is considered too young, and have too little dust accumulated on its surface and is the wrong chemical make up to be formed with the Earth. [image: image5.jpg]



The Apollo’s Lunar Excursion Module (LEM) and Surveyor 3 in 1967 were equipped with large surface area pads preventing them from sinking into a potentially large accumulation of meteor dust on the moon.   Meteoric dust is constantly flying through space.   The earth’s atmosphere burns or re-distributes this dust such that it does not accumulate to very high levels.  However, since the moon contains no atmosphere, there was a concern that (depending on the age of the moon) that the dust accumulation could be fairly deep. The rate of accumulation (which is under controversy) in 1967 with an assumed 4.5 billion year-old moon resulted in 182 feet of dust. When actually measured it was found to be 1.5 to 3 inches deep which agreed with an age of 10,000 years.  In addition, the dust has a high nickel content, which if accumulating for billions of years, would make the earth’s crust very rich in nickel.   However, the data, which tells us that there is no large presence of nickel, again suggests an age of 10,000 years.
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To be fair, some have pointed out that the rate of accumulation used to calculate the 182 feet number is an obsolete number dating back to early 1960’s (Hans Pettersson). According to this camp, Pettersson’s 15 million tons/year is orders of magnitude greater than the more recent satellite measurements of 18,000 to 25,000 tons/year. This new data if extrapolated linearly over 3 to 5 billion years yields moon dust accumulations of 3 to 5 inches which is amazingly close to the actual 2 to 3 inches found and seemingly validates an evolutionary timeline. However, if you make the logical assumption that the current rates are 10, 100 or even 1000 times less than what was true in the early stages of the evolutionary solar system (when the solar system would have been awash in dust as NASA is currently searching for), then the amount soon climbs to anywhere between 3 feet and 90 feet. This again presents a problem for evolutionists. Another problem with the moon is:
Recession of the Moon – moving away

The rate at which the moon is moving away from the earth is approximately 1 inch per year. At that rate, the moon would have been inside the earth 5 billion years ago. Even if we assume that it was not inside the earth but close to it, the moon should be much farther out than it is today. These problems spawned “Moon Capture” theories as well as the theory that the earth and moon were once one item. For the Earth to “capture” the moon into its orbit would have been the greatest accident of physical chance in history. Orbit is the most intricate and exacting ballet in physics. It requires a body to fall within the gravity well of another body at exactly the right speed, distance, and angle. When spacecraft are sent to the moon, Mars or elsewhere, it takes precise calculations and very incremental midcourse corrections to get them into orbit. It never occurs by chance. We do not see other moons or planets wandering through our solar system. We see them all in stable orbits. What we do see in odd orbits in our solar system are varying sizes of asteroids. We even have a government program in existence to track them in case they threaten to hit the Earth. But, in the supposed 4.5 billion year existence of this planet, not one of these asteroids which came near the Earth (of which there would have been tens of thousands) accidentally fell into Earth orbit. How then are we to believe that the moon wandered from somewhere else into a perfectly balanced Earth orbit? The odds of moon capture are simply ridiculously impossible!
The bottom line of this whole discussion is that we are left with three theories for the moon’s origin which are all untenable. It cannot have been formed with the Earth 4.5 billion years ago due to its chemical make up and low dust accumulation. The “Big Splash” is also refuted by dust accumulation (which the current NASA data confirms) along with its remote possibility of happening. And moon capture is absurd! The current NASA data says that our moon is a real oddity. As if it were made for its purposes of supporting life by creating tides, stabilizing the Earth on its 23.5° axis and giving us a wondrous beauty. So, what are we left with? One real possibility is that the Lord did just what he said and formed the moon on the 4th day to make this planet of ours habitable. It is amazing how comfortably this new NASA data and all other data we have fits best into this scenario, and yet how it is dismissed out of hand by evolutionists!
At our November SABBSA meeting President Scott Lane concluded his nine part creation series with the Power Point and video presentation entitled “Creation and the Courts.” This talk traced the history of the Creation vs. Evolution controversy in this country between 1925 and today. It focused on how we started as a country which would only allow creation to be taught in 1925 to one which today will only allow evolution to be taught in its public schools. He detailed all the major court cases over the years which banned prayer, bible reading, balanced treatment for alternate theories and more. Mr. Lane detailed the attack on American society and showed how this is part of a larger movement to sterilize American culture of its Christian background. If you would like to have this presentation come to your church or organization, please contact us. See our website contacts and resources pages for details

Around the state, we have the weird story out of Austin that a Texas Education Agency official lost her job over an intelligent design flap. Chris Comer, the state’s director for Science Curriculum quit after being suspended for forwarding emails promoting an appearance by the author of a book which describes the whole ID movement as a political ploy by Creationists. This event suggests that TEA and the State Board of Education are far more receptive to alternative theories than we might have perceived. This point was first made for us by Mark Ramsey with Texans for Better Science Education in Houston who says that a majority of the SBOE now have an open mind to creationism. Incidentally, Mr. Ramsey will be representing his organization and tell us first hand what they do in this fight when he presents at our monthly SABBSA meting in January, 2008. Don’t miss it! 

Dr. Carl and Cindy Williams were part of an exciting Creation Sunday at First Baptist Church in Copperas Cove, Texas. The morning was mostly video presentations from AIG. Cindy used: "Dinosaurs, Genesis and the Gospel" for the 1st thru 3rd graders; Creation Adventure Team: "Six Short Days, One Big Adventure!" for the 4th thru 6th graders, while Carl used a few segments from the "Demolishing Strongholds" curriculum for the youth (7th thru 12th graders). They had from 30 to 50 students in each of the 3 classes. All were well received by student and teacher alike. Many of the teachers noted that they had never seen this type of material before. Cindy had the Kinder thru 2nd Graders in the evening where she completed the Dinosaur program (2 disks of about 35 minutes each), then made chocolate trilobite fossils for the children to take home. She also showed the "A is for Adam" and "D is for Dinosaur" videos. Carl presented: "Creation vs. Evolution: One Science, Two Beliefs" to an audience of about 100 (from a church with about 500 attendees per Sunday). The main purpose was to dispel the rumor that evolution is "science" while creation is only "religion." Carl discussed how both origins models are fundamentally beliefs, but the scientific method can be used to confirm the Biblical literal 6 day creation account while it is not nearly as supportive of the evolutionary model. Also, Carl discussed how a belief in "millions of years", whether as an atheistic evolutionist or as an "old earth" compromise creationist/theistic evolutionist, essentially destroys Genesis and thus ultimately negates the Gospel message. While making it clear that "old earth creationist" Christian believers weren't going to Hell just because of their compromise belief, Carl pointed out their ability to witness to the lost is weakened when they testify to the Gospel's validity while simultaneously invalidating Genesis on which the Gospel is founded.
One dramatic example of how compromise on Genesis affects Christians is the sad story of Charles Templeton. A contemporary of Billy Graham (and some would argue, a more effective evangelist in the beginning), Templeton, who learned compromise origin theories in seminary, turned away from

God because he could not believe in Genesis.  Carl's challenge to the group was to search the scripture and use exegesis (scripture to define scripture) to interpret the Bible rather than eisegesis (using outside ideas such as "millions of years" to define scripture). Cindy and Carl hope to be invited back some day. Carl will be giving this same presentation to us "Creation Vs Evolution: One Science, Two Beliefs" at our SABBSA meeting on December 11th. You are invited to join us for his talk. As always, we will meet at 7 pm at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. And remember as you go through the “Christmas Rush”, “Jesus is the Reason for the Season!”
[image: image4.jpg]


