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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse

In the ten years of SABBSA existence I have never seen a period of time in which we were so vital and our calendar was as full of weekly events as we are in the midst of at this time. This newsletter will detail the wealth of creation events we have been a part of recently and will continue this month. We will look at evidence that the Bible may well be telling the truth when it referred to “wells of the deep.” We will also capsule the events of our last meeting as well as those at this past week’s Creation –vs.– Evolution debate at Northwest Vista College.

At our February meeting, Scott Lane presented the first part of his Biology and Intelligent Design Power Point presentation. This presentation included the odds of getting just a piece of a protein (called a polypeptide), not a whole cell or even a part of a DNA molecule, but just a piece of one chemical used in a cell and showed it is mathematically impossible. He detailed the Miller-Urey Experiment which tried to show that amino acids (chemicals used in cells) could have occurred naturally. To do so however, Miller used an atmosphere the Earth never had and then had to protect the amino acid from the environment that produced it to prevent it from being corrosively destroyed by that same environment. Even then, the amino acids produced were the type required to sustain life. We then looked at Kornberg’s synthesizing DNA from DNA and Danielli’s synthesizing cells using living cells. These were notable achievements, but in both cases they were putting “humpty dumpty” back together again. No new living material was made. All both scientists did was taking living molecules and cells and let the living processes work using biochemicals from other living cells.
We then saw how there is no such thing as a simple cell. Among its many intricacies and unmistakable designs is its tubule system for transporting chemicals throughout the cell. Contrary to popular belief the cell is more than just a glob of protoplasm with a nucleus in the middle. Oxygen, sugars and other materials do not just float through cell membranes or walls. They are transported through the cell walls via a system of tubes, each designed specifically to carry just one molecule to its desired destinations. For example there are tubules designed only to accept and transport water molecules to where they are needed, and a directing valve system to see to it things get to the right place and in the quantity needed. This is all a testament to intelligent design. We also saw how cloning is a process which took massive amounts of research to come up with copies not as viable as the original.
Mr. Lane then touched on the human eye, who when thinking of how it could have evolved Darwin said “gave him a headache.”  We were amused by the ludicrous story evolution tells of how two of the three bones in the reptilian mandible were transported from the mouth to the inner ear  and magically reshaped and resized, to form the extra two bones to make the mammalian inner ear bones. We saw how comparative anatomy, when examined on the genetic level, does not support evolution. It supports creation, since the same genes in supposedly homologous structures in different, but supposedly related species are not formed or controlled by the same genes. 

Both the Bombardier Beetle and the Sea Slug were shown as examples of irreducible complexity. These two creatures defy evolution. Their inner workings which are central to their survival are useless until all parts of their complex and integrated systems are fully in place. Anything short of fully functional systems would have been nonviable.

We looked at several symbiotic relationships including feeder shrimp allowed to pick the teeth of sharks and barracuda, as well as the Egyptian Plover which walks into the Nile Crocodiles mouth and out unscathed. We saw South American ants which ferociously protect a certain species of tree, which in turn gives them both food and lodging. All of these relationships defy an explanation of how they happened by chance. They scream for a designer!

The following Friday on February 16th at the UTSA downtown campus, Dr. Carl Williams represented us very well at a viewing of the Evolution – Intelligent Design film entitled “The Flock of Dodos.” Dr. Williams was part of a panel of experts responding to the video. The other panelists were Mr. Steve Sippel a public school administrator, Dr. Craig Jordan a biology professor from UTSA and the Rev. James Murguia a postmodern theologian.  In his 10-minute remarks after the viewing, Dr. Williams noted the end result of evolutionary thought on society. That is to make us amoral and self centered. Or worse, to use the “survival of the fittest” motto to the “nth degree” as Hitler did in the final solution, justifying it by defining the Aryan race as genetically superior. The set up of the event was very conducive to a good discourse, and all the presenters behaved themselves which is unusual for a Creation – Evolution event. We congratulated the organizer, Dr. Kimberly Bilica of UTSA, with whom Dr. Williams and Mr. Lane have now developed a good collegial friendship. After the event Dr. Williams and Mr. Lane tried to get Dr. Jordan to explain how information could be produced in DNA by accident. He continually redirected the question and we could not get a straight response.
The next two Tuesday evenings saw Scott Lane presenting at FEAST. The topics were “Darwin and Radiometric Dating” on Tuesday the 20th, and “Underpinnings: Fossils, Physics and Genetics” the following Tuesday, February 27th. The series continues at FEAST every third Tuesday this spring. The topic this month on Tuesday, March 20th is “Young Earth Evidences.” The public is invited. We will not recap these presentations here since they have been detailed before in the Communiqué when they were presented at our monthly meetings. However, for a synopsis of each go to our website and the resources page. There you will find not only information on these presentations, but a newly reworked listing of what SABBSA can offer your church or organization. You can also check our calendar page for details on all upcoming events.
The next week, on Thursday March 8th, SABBSA was invited to participate in a creation evolution debate at Northwest Vista College. President Scott Lane represented us on a panel which also included: Mr. Brian Stout a biology instructor at Northwest Vista; Mr. Craig Coroneos in humanities there; Dr. Kim Bilica representing Curriculum and Instruction from UTSA; and a student representative from Northwest Vista on the Theistic Evolution side. Our thanks to Linda Cuellar and her Mass Communications class at Northwest Vista for inviting us. Each participant gave a 4 to 5 –minute presentation followed by Questions and Answers from the packed out gallery. Mr. Lane’s opening remarks had three main points. He gave evidence to put aside the claim that “no serious scientist believes evolution did not occur” by quoting from the late Dr. Francis Crick (co-discover of the structure of the DNA molecule) that “life did not and could not evolve on Earth.” He also offered the crowd handouts giving evidence of thousands of scientists around the world who believe in intelligent creation. Mr. Lane then expressed how creationists agree with many tenets of modern biology including “survival of the fittest”, mutation and variation within genomes, but that we believe that there is a set limit to how far organisms can vary and that “positive speciation” does not occur. Finally, he made reference to our belief that this is a young planet, to the insufficiency of the assumptions of the radiometric dating methods and to the other methods which show the Earth to be less than 20,000 years old. 
The first question during the question and answer session came from SABBSA board member Dr. Daniel Harris for the biologist Brian Stout. Dr. Harris asked Mr. Stout “if there was anything which could be found, any piece of evidence discovered which would make him disbelieve evolution?” Mr. Stout’s reply was, “if we uncovered an alien spacecraft with evidence they planted life on Earth he would disbelieve evolution. Short of that, no” there is no evidence you could show him to force him to give up his faith in the religion of evolution (italicized words added by me). What blind faith in the religion of evolution. Evidence doesn’t matter, and I’ll believe in space aliens before I will believe in the God of Creation!  The Q & A featured a trade between Mr. Stout and Mr. Lane in which they discussed whether the existence of a conscience in humans constituted an attribute which by chance led to survival or shows design since it makes the human organism tend to give itself up for others and not perpetuate the species. This program was taped for viewing on KLRN sometime in May or June. We will let you know when an air time is finalized.
Finally, we have the news story of how God continues to reveal his creation. Genesis 2:5-6 tell us water was underground with no need of rain. Genesis 7:11 explains how the water underground was caused to come above ground. An article called “Huge 'Ocean' Discovered Inside Earth” by Ker Than, LiveScience Staff Writer, LiveScience.com was just released. Scientists scanning the deep interior of Earth have found evidence of a vast water reservoir beneath eastern Asia that is at least the volume of the Arctic Ocean.  The discovery marks the first time such a large body of water has been found in the planet’s deep mantle. The finding, made by Michael Wysession, a seismologist at Washington State University in St. Louis, and his former graduate student Jesse Lawrence, now at the University of California, San Diego, will be detailed in a forthcoming monograph to be published by the American Geophysical Union. Looking down deep, the pair analyzed more than 600,000 seismograms—records of waves generated by earthquakes traveling through the Earth—collected from instruments scattered around the planet. They noticed a region beneath Asia where seismic waves appeared to dampen, or “attenuate,” and also slow down slightly. “Water slows the speed of waves a little,” Wysession explained. “Lots of damping and a little slowing match the predictions for water very well.” Previous predictions calculated that if a cold slab of the ocean floor were to sink thousands of miles into the Earth’s mantle, the hot temperatures would cause water stored inside the rock to evaporate out. “That is exactly what we show here,” Wysession said. “Water inside the rock goes down with the sinking slab and it’s quite cold, but it heats up the deeper it goes, and the rock eventually becomes unstable and loses its water.” The water then rises up into the overlying region, which becomes saturated with water. “It would still look like solid rock to you,” Wysession told LiveScience. “You would have to put it in the lab to find the water in it.” Although they appear solid, the composition of some ocean floor rocks is up to 15 percent water. “The water molecules are actually stuck in the mineral structure of the rock,” Wysession explained. “As you heat this up, it eventually dehydrates. It’s like taking clay and firing it to get all the water out.” The researchers estimate that up to 0.1 percent of the rock sinking down into the Earth’s mantle in that part of the world is water, which works out to about an Arctic Ocean’s worth of water. “That’s a real back of the envelope type calculation,” Wysession said. “That’s the best that we can do at this point.” Wysession has dubbed the new underground feature the “Beijing anomaly,” because seismic wave attenuation was found to be highest beneath the Chinese capital city. Wysession first used the moniker during a presentation of his work at the University of Beijing. “They thought it was very, very interesting,” Wysession said. “China is under greater seismic risk than just about any country in the world, so they are very interested in seismology.” Water covers 70 percent of Earth’s surface and one of its many functions is to act like a lubricant for the movement of continental plates. “Look at our sister planet, Venus,” Wysession said. “It is very hot and dry inside Venus, and Venus has no plate tectonics. All the water probably boiled off, and without water, there are no plates. The system is locked up, like a rusty Tin Man with no oil.” The original story is linked below: "http://news.yahoo.com/s/livescience/20070302/sc_livescience/hugeoceandiscoveredinsideearth"
The drawings below of the data found can easily be reinterpreted by the creationist as showing proof of what may be the last remaining “well of the deep.” All the rest of which was loosed at the time of the Flood.

Scientists probing the Earth's interior have found a large reservoir of water equal to the volume of the Arctic Ocean beneath eastern Asia. The left figure is a slice through the Earth, taken from the figure on the right, showing the attenuation anomalies within the mantle at a depth of roughly 620 miles. In both images, red shows unusually soft and weak rock believed to be saturated with water, and the blue shows unusually stiff rock (yellow and white show near-average values). Credit: Eric Chou
At our March 13th meeting we will watch two 30-minute videos produced by the Alpha Omega Institute. They are titled: “Creation or Evolution: A Battle of Beliefs!” and “Evolution and John 3:16: How Darwinism Affects the Gospel of Christ.” You are cordially invited to attend, and we ask our membership to please invite their pastors to attend so we can get their input and reaction to these videos. As always, we will meet at 7 pm at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of Ramsey and San Pedro. See you there.
