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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse.

We at SABBSA are hoping you are having a great summer! We had an interesting presentation by John Pendleton at our June meeting and a synopsis of his talk, “Ten Things You Do Not Want to Ask Your Teacher” is included. Also included in this Communiqué is an article on the other theories of origins which other cultures and other denominations sometimes hold to. Finally we will give you a heads up on up coming events at our July and August meetings, including a presentation by Dr. Don Patton in August.
Other Creation Accounts
There are many other creation accounts besides those of evolution and creation. Many are hybrids of biblical creation, evolution or an everlasting Earth. Every belief system and culture on the planet has their own answer for how we came to be. What I call the “Big Question” is a central question in the minds of all human beings. We all ask, “Where did I come from?” and “What am I?” We will look at some of the other creation accounts from around the world.

Islam – Much of what is printed here was gleaned from the websites:  http://islam.about.com/od/creation/a/creation.htm and www.islamtomorrow.com/science/  The Christian Bible says that Adam & Eve were both created here on Earth, less than 10,000 years ago. The Koran (or Quran) says that Adam & Eve were created in Heaven, and NOT on Earth. When they disobeyed God, He expelled them from Heaven, down to Earth. The Quran does not say when this happened. Also the Quran does not say whether Adam & Eve were physically transported from Heaven to Earth, or just their souls were put into the already living Homo sapiens. Muslims believe that souls are assigned to humans 40 days after the human inception. The Quran says that angels retrieve human souls on two occasions. One occasion is when humans die. The other occasion is every time humans fall asleep. When humans wakeup, the angels release those souls back to them: So, according to the Quran, humans can be alive, breathing, with fully functional bodies (hence perfect DNA), but still without souls. The Quran agrees with science that all life started in water, and not on dry land: So the Quran agrees with science on the evolution of animals. But for humans, the Quran stops short of answering whether it was transportation from heaven or just Homo sapiens with human souls

When describing the creation of the "heavens and the earth," the Quran does not discount the theory of a "Big Bang" explosion at the start of it all. In fact, the Quran says that "the heavens and the earth were joined together as one unit, before we clove them asunder" (21:30). Following this big explosion, Allah "turned to the sky, and it had been (as) smoke. He said to it and to the earth: 'Come together, willingly or unwillingly.' They said: 'We come (together) in willing obedience'" (41:11). Thus the elements and what was to become the planets and stars began to cool, come together, and form into shape, following the natural laws that Allah established in the universe. The Quran further states that Allah created the sun, the moon, and the planets, each with their own individual courses or orbits. "It is He who created the night and the day, and the sun and the moon; all (the celestial bodies) swim along, each in its rounded course" (21:33). 
Expansion of Universe - The Quran also does not rule out the idea that the universe is continuing to expand. "The heavens, We have built them with power. And verily, We are expanding it" (51:47). There has been some historical debate among Muslim scholars about the precise meaning of this verse, since knowledge of the universe's expansion was only recently discovered. 
Six Days? The Quran states that "Allah created the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, in six days" (7:54). While on the surface this might seem similar to the account related in the Bible, there are some important distinctions. The verses that mention "six days" use the Arabic word "youm" (day). This word appears several other times in the Quran, each denoting a different measurement of time. In one case, the measure of a day is equated with 50,000 years (70:4), whereas another verse states that "a day in the sight of your Lord is like 1,000 years of your reckoning" (22:47). The word "youm" is thus understood, within the Quran, to be a long period of time -- an era or eon. Therefore, Muslims interpret the description of a "six day" creation as six distinct periods or eons. The length of these periods is not precisely defined, nor are the specific developments that took place during each period. After completing the Creation, the Quran describes that Allah "settled Himself upon the Throne" (57:4) to oversee His work. A distinct point is made to counter the Biblical idea of a day of rest: "We created the heavens and the earth and all that is between them in six days, nor did any sense of weariness touch Us" (50:38). 
Gaia
 Gaia today is the concept of the living Earth. It sees the Earth and all the life, rocks and all that is on and within her as a living entity. Gaia in simplest form is “mother nature.”  The idea of Gaia originated in Greek mythology. Gaia was the Goddess or power who sprang into creation from Chaos (literally from nothing). She has a parthenogenic birth (i.e., only one parent needed). According to Ovid, Gaia pretty much just appeared. After her birth, Ovid continued to see the hand of a Creator at work (an un-named Creator), who populated Gaia with the necessary mountains, seas, flora, and fauna. I much prefer Hesiod's version which says she gave birth to Uranus (the Universe) which in love with her showered her with rain and all the mountains, fauna and other facets of her beauty. Most Gaians today believe in an eternal Earth rather than the Earth having a beginning and an ending as the Greek mythology suggests. Note that the Bible warns us against worshipping things or the creation rather than the Creator. This is the danger in worshipping “Mother Nature.”
Hinduism – Brahman
Before time began there was no heaven, no earth and no space between. A vast dark ocean washed upon the shores of nothingness and licked the edges of night. A giant cobra floated on the waters. Asleep within its endless coils lay the Lord Vishnu. He was watched over by the mighty serpent. Everything was so peaceful and silent that Vishnu slept undisturbed by dreams or motion. From the depths a humming sound began to tremble, “Om.” It grew and spread, filling the emptiness and throbbing with energy. The night had ended. Vishnu awoke. As the dawn began to break, from Vishnu's navel grew a magnificent lotus flower. In the middle of the blossom sat Vishnu's servant, Brahma. He awaited the Lord's command. Vishnu spoke to his servant: 'It is time to begin.' Brahma bowed. Vishnu commanded: 'Create the world.'
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A wind swept up the waters. Vishnu and the serpent vanished. Brahma remained in the lotus flower, floating and tossing on the sea. He lifted up his arms and calmed the wind and the ocean. Then Brahma split the lotus flower into three. He stretched one part into the heavens. He made another part into the earth. With the third part of the flower he created the skies. The earth was bare. Brahma set to work. He created grass, flowers, trees and plants of all kinds. To these he gave feeling. Next he created the animals and the insects to live on the land. He made birds to fly in the air and many fish to swim in the sea. To all these creatures, he gave the senses of touch and smell. He gave them power to see, hear and move. The world was soon bristling with life and the air was filled with the sounds of Brahma's creation. This Hindu creation story was gleaned from the website http://www.painsley.org.uk/re/signposts/y8/1-1creationandenvironment/c-hindu.htm. This same site can be visited to give you creation stories from the Aborigines (Australia), Inuit (Eskimos), Chinese, as well as background on the American Indian creation tales I will tell later. This Hindu creation story is only one of many creation accounts from Hinduism. Many accounts agree on an eternal Earth or creation (like Gaia) and in reincarnation to improve oneself (evolution). The ultimate evolution of the soul is when one has reached perfection through meditation and good works and the soul is promoted from this corporeal existence to the Brahman State. This is being one with the creator (sounds like roots in the Bible). The best way to describe this existence is to refer you to the popular movie series Star Wars. There the major characters of Obie Won and  Yoda when they died became a part of “The Force.” The Force was described as an energy force which is everywhere and binds everything together. It is in all of us and in everything. It allows us to be one with the Earth, the Universe, a tree and the person next to us. The Force surrounds us and penetrates us and we can draw energy and insight from it. This is the concept of the Brahman state that Hindus believe they will ascend to when they reach perfection in this existence and are translated to be with Brahma. Some Hindu creation stories are quite similar to that of Christian Science. They say that none of what we see really exists, and that all that we see and experience is a dream in god’s mind, and joining Brahma is simply him waking up and you getting back with him in his reality.
Jehovah’s Witness (a framework hypothesis)

Jehovah’s Witness have as part of their creation account what is referred to as a framework hypothesis.  That is, they take the creation of the Earth and Earth’s supposed history and try to make it fit within the Biblical account of 6 days of creation. This is very similar to the framework hypothesis of the Day / Age theory which relies on II Peter 3:8 that if “one of God’s days is as a thousand years” then why can’t each day of creation have been half a billion years or more (thus compromising both contemporary geology and the Bible’s six day account). Jehovah’s Witness instead take II Peter and God’s favor of the number seven to say that each one of God’s days is 7000 years. Thus the first day of creation as recounted in the Bible took 7000 years as did each day thereafter. Thus, all creation was accomplished in 42,000 years. God has since been resting on his seventh day. The 6,000 years of recorded history in the Bible is according to them an account of the first 6000 years of his day of rest and that Christ’s return and the 1000 year reign of Christ on Earth will come the last 1000 years of this “Sabbath.” They say that Christ came back at the end of exactly 6000 years (in 1914), but was invisible and that his reign on Earth is now here. This all violates scripture on many levels. But, it is an example of how we all try to answer the “Big Question” for ourselves, and how we often compromise God’s truth with our own beliefs. I have no doubt that Satan celebrates these accounts as they confuse and distract us from the literal reading of his word. I am also convinced he had a hand in the writing of most of these stories. The Great Deceiver is always at work!
Christian Science
I love science fiction and thus the creation story of the sect known as Christian Scientists is my favorite. According to them you don’t exist and neither do I. This keyboard I am typing on doesn’t exist and neither does the air we breathe, nor the Earth under our feet. All of this is a dream in God’s mind. All of reality is a dream in his mind. This is why they preach against modern medicine and rely on prayer for healing. If the malady you have is only a part of God’s dream, then all you need do is request that God change the dream. Our time of creation was the time of God’s beginning the dream. The end of the world will come when God discontinues the dream. All matter is held in place by God’s imagination and nothing more since none of it really exists outside of his thoughts (this part may be closer to the truth intimated in the Bible than we usually admit). 
American Indian Creation Accounts – look for the roots of this story from the Bible!
Earthmaker began to think about what he should do and in the end he began to cry, tears flowing from his eyes and falling down to where they became bright objects, seas formed from his tears. Earthmaker thought, 'Anything I wish will happen just as I wish it'. He wished for light - it happened. He wished for earth and earth was formed. Speaking for the first time, he said 'I shall make a being like myself' and he took some earth and made it just like himself. He spoke to the creature, but it gave no answer. He looked closely, saw it had no mind and made a mind for it. But when he spoke to it, still it did not answer. He made it a tongue and spoke to it, but still it did not answer. He saw it had no soul, so he made it a soul, and talked to it ... and it very nearly said something, but failed to make itself understood. So Earthmaker breathed into its mouth and spoke to it ... and it answered. This again is only one account of Indian creation. There are others. What binds many Indian theologies together is their spiritism. They believed that the world is filled with spirits. In some faiths even the rocks, the birds, the wind, fire, almost any animate or inanimate object had a spirit attached to it or was the representation of that spirit. 
All of these creation stories show some facet of the original Bible account. Some compromise with evolution, while others with mysticism. They do show the challenge we face as creationists. Our task is not as simple as biblical creation versus evolution. We must also factor in the cultural background of individuals and groups with which we speak.

 11 QUESTIONS YOU DO NOT WANT TO ASK YOUR TEACHER

As noted, we had John Pendleton give the presentation on “Ten Questions You Do Not Want to Ask Your Teacher’ (as this presentation is a work in progress, he actually gave us 11 questions) at our June meeting. Here are the questions he posed with some commentary. These questions were selected after looking at lists of questions posed by creationists, consulting with creation scientists to see which had the most impact in talks and had good science based answers. Finally, they were evaluated for topics which could be easily grasped by the general public and which were not so deeply scientific or esoteric so that the average man would lose interest or would be lost in the science.

Question 1 – ORIGIN OF LIFE. Why do textbooks claim that the 1953 Miller-Urey experiment shows how life’s building blocks may have formed on the early Earth  - when conditions on the early earth were probably nothing like those used in the experiment, and the origin of life remains a mystery? Man has not been able to make life using his intelligence, how can he ever hope to find that life occurred by chance? – Scientists use the methane, water vapor, ammonia and hydrogen atmosphere in experiments for two reasons. First it gives the chemicals needed to form amino acids and second it is the composition of the atmosphere of the gas giant planets in our solar system. Thus, it seems likely that was also true for the early Earth. The problem is that oxidation (rust) in Pre-Cambrian rock shows that free oxygen has been available in the Earth’s atmosphere since its formation. This negates the existence of the supposed early atmosphere, means that the conditions they propose did not exist and that amino acids could not have formed as they postulated. Even if they did, the amino acids produced in the experiments are of the wrong type and would have had to have been taken out of the environment the minute they were produced or the corrosive environment would have destroyed them! 
2. DARWIN’S TREE OF LIFE. Why do textbooks discuss the “Cambrian explosion,” in which all major animal groups appear together in the fossil record fully formed instead of branching from a common ancestor – thus contradicting the evolutionary tree of life? – The problem again and again is the assumption of the truth of evolution and trying to make the geologic evidence fit into it, when it really suggests something else. The Cambrian explosion is excellent evidence that all life was made fully formed with no transitions just as the Bible says.

3. We have been told that Carbon 14 shows that things are very, very old. Why then have living trees been dated at 10,000 years “dead”, a seal that was dead 30 years at 4,600 years and Russian coal that was supposedly 300 million years old test out at only 1,680 years? – Carbon 14 can only be used on once living remains. The stated inaccuracies are due to different absorption levels of C14 in different animals and plants as well as the efforts of some scientists to try and use the process beyond the 10,000 to 20,000 year practical limit which its inventor Dr. Willard Libby admitted the process has. In either case Carbon 14 results are inconsequential to age of the Earth arguments. It is the radiometric dating of rocks which give billion years ages, not C14.  
4. Within the field of biogenesis studies, there are a number of models which propose the idea that the early, pre-biotic Earth must have had a reducing atmosphere (without oxygen or ozone).  How could life begin to evolve without ozone to protect the earliest life forms from harmful UV radiation? – Another big problem for evolution. As previously stated, geologic evidence proves that the proposed primordial atmosphere without oxygen never existed. Fortunately for us, that is true, for it and ozone are two components which make life possible on Earth.
5. The fossil record is claimed to show evolution. Why then are we finding all over the world “living fossils” that show no evolutionary change after supposedly millions of years? – this evidence is exactly what the creation model says we should find and is a huge problem for evolution. The absolute lack of transitional forms in the strata further underscores the wealth of evidence for creation and against evolution.

6. PEPPERED MOTHS. Why do textbooks use pictures of peppered moths camouflaged on tree trunks as evidence for natural selection – when biologists have known since the 1980’s that the moths don’t normally rest on tree trunks, and all the pictures have been staged? Furthermore, this is NO evidence for evolution as the moths have always been light and dark colored. They have not changed into anything different. – Again where there is no evidence you must find some if you favor evolution. One of evolutions tenets is survival of the fittest (natural selection). The Peppered moths are excellent examples of this phenomenon, but it only proves to be a mechanism to promote variation, not speciation. Natural selection promoted the explosion of dark colored moths in industrial England, but they had always existed. The previously dominant light colored moths did not mutate into dark colored moths for survival. Instead the light colored moths were more easily spotted in this darker environment and eaten by predators. The previously easily seen darker moths which had a tough time of it in the lighter pre-industrial environment  now flourished as they are better camouflaged into the environment. No new species were created; the variety which was best suited to survive in that environment did so. Creationists do not dispute this law of nature, but it does not in any way prove speciation!
7. One of the main supporting proofs for evolution used to be the embryo drawings of Ernst Haekel. They have been proven to be false since the 1900’s. Why are these still being used even now that we have actual photos of the embryos? -  Old myths die hard and this one hardest of all. Some people in the women’s choice movement for abortion rights have vested interest in keeping this myth alive since it offers the easy out of aborting a baby in its “reptilian or fish stage”. It can’t be a sin they say if it’s not really human. The problem is that Haekel’s drawings were forged, and a human embryo always has human DNA and is always human. It never retraces the stages of its evolutionary ancestry (which it never had), and at no time do our embryos have gills, a yoke sack like a bird or any other such feature.
8.  Belief in human evolution from “ape-men” has been substantiated by evidence that has been lost, explained scientifically, or altered. Why are they still in the books? – The answer as always is that belief in evolution for some is their religion. Even when the proof doesn’t prove out scientifically, they hold on to their faith in evolution. Piltdown-man has been shown to be a total fraud, Nebraska-man was shown to be an extinct pig, Java-man has good evidence that it either never existed or was a giant gibbon, all the evidence for Peking-man no longer exists. The evidence and background of the “Lucy” find show that it is only an ape, and Neanderthals and Cro-Magnons were as human as you and I. There will always be another find of our supposed missing link ancestor. But, the history is that within 20 years that find will be disproven. This is what the creation model predicts and is a devastating indictment on the evolutionary model.
9. The fossil record is supposed to show how evolution occurred in the past. Why do leading evolutionary scientists say there is no evidence? – The fossil record is exactly why the late Stephen Jay Gould came up punctuated equilibrium as an alternative theory to gradualist evolution. The missing links or transitional forms are not there as Darwin predicted. Gould’s theory is still being championed by Niles Eldridge of the American Museum of Natural History who is in control of one of the Earth’s greatest fossil repositories. He sees the gaps. Another backer of Gould’s theory is Stephen Stanley of John’s Hopkins University.  Other evolutionists like the late Dr. Francis Crick (co-discoverer of the structure of the DNA molecule), Sir Fredrick Hoyle and Dr. Chandra Wickramasinghe all believe the atmosphere, chemistry and physics of this world make the formation of life here impossible and they postulate a theory called “Panspermia” (that life had to have been produced elsewhere and transplanted to here). Thus, it is true that even many staunch evolutionists believe the scientific evidence shows that evolution either did not happen as most evolutionists say it did or believe that it could not have happened here at all!
10. We have been told over and over that the Earth is billions of years old. Why are we not being told about the hundreds of scientific “clocks” that indicate a very young Earth of just thousands of years? – This is due to evolutionist’s faith in their religion. They only look at and validate measurements which give them very old ages for the earth since the theory of evolution requires billions of years of time to seem plausible (although it is still both mathematically and chemically impossible). Thus even though the only clocks which yield very old ages are the radiometric dating methods of rocks which are based on very unscientific assumptions and ice cores, evolutionists routinely adopt them and throw away the hundreds of young Earth measures not because of scientific problems, but because they don’t fit their faith in evolution.
11. Mutations are supposed to be the key mechanism that produces the evolution of species from one to another. How can this be true since all mutations have been shown to be harmful or represent a net loss of information and nothing new has ever been produced? – Mutation theory replaced traditional Darwinism when it was found that his theory of “pangenes” (cells in the blood which carried genetic information was wrong). Likewise, over 50 years in mutation theory have exposed it also as an inadequate mechanism for producing speciation. However, no evolutionist has come up with another theory, so they stick with what they have. To do otherwise is to refute their faith in the religion of evolution.

We challenge you to pose these questions to your teacher or skeptic.
Dr. Don Patton will be joining us for our August 14th SABBSA meeting to present his findings on South American pottery and art work which verify that man co-existed with dinosaurs. In our up coming July meeting Scott Lane will present session 8 of his Power Point creation series entitled God and Dinosaurs. Thus, the next two months presentation will dovetail nicely to give us a view of how and when man interacted with dinosaurs and where dinosaurs can be found in both a geologic and biblical framework of history. We will have our monthly SABBSA meeting this coming Tuesday, July 10th, 2007 at 7 pm at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner Ramsey and San Pedro. As always you are cordially invited to attend.
