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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse
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Dave Nutting of the Alpha Omega Institute often warns people when faced with evolutionary claims to ask, “What’s the evidence?” We will examine a newly purported evolutionary discovery just published this month and see what evidence there is for their findings. We will then turn the tables on ourselves and view some creationist’s work through the same critical glasses. This month’s SABBSA newsletter will also summarize the events of our last meeting, which included our yearly elections and a discussion of our future goals. Lastly we give you a listing of the creation events we know of this month.
An article in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences in January reported that a skull had been unearthed in a cave in Romania which had attributes of both modern humans and Neanderthals. The conclusion of the evolutionists is that this skull suggests that there was interbreeding between the two species which they theorize coexisted more than 24,000 years ago. The debate over these two species interbreeding has been going on for some time with most evolutionists believing they did not. This find is being used for evidence that they did interbreed. The skull dated at between 35,000 and 40,000 years old. It had the proportions of a modern human head and lacked the large brow commonly associated with Neanderthals. However, there was frontal flattening which is unusual in humans, a fairly large bone behind the ear and large upper molars which are seen in Neanderthals. A picture of the reconstructed skull is shown below. Note how human in appearance this skull is! The problems with the evolutionary conclusions about this whole subject are as usual wrapped up in their assumptions.
First is the radiocarbon dating of 35,000 years+. To be dated at that age would require a measurement of remaining Carbon 14 in the sample of the skull totaling less than 1/128 of the assumed original amount of C14. This amount makes the results very questionable even to some evolutionists. Dr. Willard Libby, the inventor of  radiocarbon dating stated that any figures beyond 20,000 years were beyond the range of the carbon dating process since you would have so little of the original C14 remaining. Further, Libby said that due to the variability of the true amount of C14 originally in a sample and because of short term variations in the decay rate, that the carbon dating process has an error factor of 10% per thousand years. Thus, any date over 10,000 years automatically has a 100% error factor in it according to the designer of the process. Subsequent researchers have supposedly expanded the length of time carbon dating can be used to 50K years or more, but their results are unverifiable and contradict Libby. Thus, the skull in question could very well be very recent and actually that of a present day human from the past few hundred years! The fact is that we don’t know. Science is supposed to be about observation, not imagination. What we see is a find that has human proportions and shape with irregularities which can be found rarely in modern humans today. Would you tell one of those people today found with these characteristics that they are subhuman? Indeed, there is wide variability in modern human skulls. At one presentation I showed examples of Neanderthal and Cro-Magnon skulls to two medical doctors. The comment from both of them is that they had both had patients in their offices in the past two months with skulls of similar configurations. Were these people the missing links? I think not. 
The creationist answer for Neanderthals is at least as plausible as the evolutionary one. We propose that Neanderthal skulls may be the remains of very old humans dating more than 4000 years old (before the Flood). The increased head size and proportions of Neanderthals we suggest are not the result of their being a different species, but of extreme old age on the order of hundreds of years. This makes sense due to the fact that our heads continue to grow ever so slowly even into our old age. Likewise, the bone behind the ear may simply be again the result of long term growth or due to a misplacement of this bone in the fossil skull (which often happens, Brontosaurus was a species produced by putting the wrong head on top of the neck of an apatosaur). The molars on the other hand may be the product of their use. Studies of natives in Africa show that they have larger mouths which permit them to retain their wisdom teeth. The studies show that their larger mouths are a function of their highly fibrous diet. What were we told in the Bible? We were told that originally all animals and humans were vegetarians. In truth, we have as little evidence for our suppositions as do the evolutionists theirs. But, theirs are no more scientific either. Each is an interpretation of the evidence as seen from their perspectives. The problem is that their assumptions do not allow them to even consider our interpretation of the evidence, even if it happens to be the right one.
Another find making news this month is Turkana Boy. It is being brought out for display in a South African museum soon. Its finders classify it as Australopithecus Africanus. Which means it is of the same genus as “Lucy” which computer models have already shown did not walk upright. There is great debate about the age  of the boy when he died (9 or 12), but those debates are based on the evolutionists suppositions about whether the find was more related to modern human beings (who develop slower) or to chimpanzees or apes which develop faster. Photos of this find are shown below. Left totally out of this discussion is the question of whether we are looking at a totally independent species of ape or a simple variation of human. I bring up the later because this very complete find does have many attributes very similar to the Massai people of modern day Kenya. Evolutionists agree that he had a radically different hip structure than us, but rather than agree that he could not walk upright normally, they instead suggest that this shows he had super athletic running ability!?







This claim makes sense from a survival of the fittest sense to give him an advantage as a hunter. However, it makes no sense in the overall scheme of evolution. This find is supposed to be one of the first to walk upright. A definite advantage for him and a leap forward in our supposed evolution. However, if he is the first stage of walking upright, it makes no sense that he would be a perfect walker, or that he would run better that most of us. That would come later. Or are evolutionists now saying that we are devolving? Again, all of this is speculation. It is evolutionists trying to “force fit” this find into their already preconceived framework of what they decided happened in the past. But, science is not supposed to be about force fitting a find into our imaginings. It is supposed to be about taking what is found and observing what is there with an open mind. Sadly, evolutionists are not the only ones having trouble keeping an open mind. Creationists fall into the same trap.
One of our Board Members recently emailed me a number of photos and an article which purport to show evidence of Moses parting and crossing the Red Sea. It is fascinating stuff and I will show you the photos and maps included, but this evidence is also tainted by the overzealous attempts of its discoverer to find evidence for creation and to force what he finds into the creation model. A creationists and Ark Searcher named Ron Wyatt (formerly a nurse and anesthetist) fielded a lot of expeditions to the Middle East between 1977 and his death in 1999. He is pictured below.



One of his discoveries was evidence for Moses crossing of the Red Sea. Below are pictures of the gold left on a chariot wheel. A chariot wheel attached to an axle and another chariot wheel encrusted with corral.
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The pictures above are from Wyatt’s Museum and depict his proposed crossing point in the Gulf of Aqaba, a Phoenician Ziggurat with which once may have had inscriptions marking this as the point where Moses crossed and God parted the waters. Also shown is a picture of his proposed landing site on the other side of the gulf (with its gentle slope). There are two maps to give us a sense of where he proposes the crossing occurred, and finally an under sea drawing of the gentle land bridge he found under water which if uncovered by God could have facilitated their crossing in what is otherwise very deep water with steep slopes. All of these pictures and his thesis are very compelling, especially for the Bible believer. However, all of this data is currently unusable to creationists because of Mr. Wyatt’s background and zealousness. You see, not only did Mr. Wyatt find this proposed spot for the Red Sea Crossing (the Gulf of Aqaba is not really in the Red Sea but some consider it part of it), but he also has claimed to find the real Mount Sinai, the Ark of the Covenant, Noah’s Ark, the location of Sodom and Gomorrah, the original stones of the Ten Commandments, the “true site of the Crucifixion”, and more. Many of the claims have been dispelled even by creationists. Further, he had no degree or training in archeology. He did not do due diligence in testing whether these finds would hold up under academic review, he simply found them and had a press conference saying he had found the “real McCoy” each time. Thus, he has no credibility in secular scientific circles and creationists are dubious of all of his extensive finds. This is a tough pill for a man who devoted the last 22 years of his life devoted to proving the reality of Gods Word. His problem was that he wanted to get proof so much that he cut corners and did not ask critical questions when he found possible sites for these events. The result is that while some of his work like the pictures shown may be real evidence for God’s Bible, we cannot use it due to the discredit brought to it by his overzealousness. We need to learn lessons both from the evolutionists and from well meaning creationists like Wyatt. When we stop asking “what’s the evidence?” we will invariably get into trouble. If we do not consider all the possible implications of a find we may well miss what others will see, and in doing so give them evidence of our own bias against other lines of thought.
On the home front with SABBSA. We had elections last month. We kept the same slate of officers with Scott Lane as President, “Dub” Warren as Vice President, Dr. Carl Williams as Treasurer and Clarence Johnson as Secretary. In addition to re-electing the entire Board, we did add two additional board members to our board. Those new member are the Rev. Burton Stokes and Mrs. Cindy Williams. Welcome aboard! If you have wanted to read or send to others our past Communiqué newsletters you will soon be able to. We have just finished up loading the last 6 years of newsletters onto the website and the page containing them will be up this month.

God has blessed us this month with plenty of opportunities to hear creation speakers and topics this month. Dave and Mary Jo Nutting, founders of Alpha Omega Institute, have been presenting all around South Texas for the past two weeks. Dr. Carl Williams, a SABBSA Board Member and our Secretary has been selected to be a part of an interactive panel discussion to an evolutionary documentary entitled “The Flock of the Dodos”. This will be held this coming Friday, February 16th, 2007 from 6 to 8:30 pm at the UTSA downtown campus in the Rinkin Auditorium. They will present an 84 minute video and then allow each of the panelists to respond to the material. Dr. Williams is representing us and a point of view from that of Intelligent Design. Other panelists with Dr. Williams will be: Mr. Steve Sippel will represent public school administration; Dr. Craig Jordan will speak from both a legal and biological view; and Rev. James Murguia will speak from a postmodern theological viewpoint. 
In coordination with the FEAST staff, President Scott Lane’s presentation scheduled for January 16 was rescheduled due to weather, has been moved. The first session "Darwin and Radiometric Dating" will be presented on Tuesday February 20th and followed-up the next week, Tuesday, February 27th with "Underpinnings: Fossils, Physic and Genetics."  Future sessions will be presented at FEAST on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. 
Darwin and Radiometric Dating- presents background on Darwin's life and insights into the development of his theory. It then explains several dating methods used by scientists to date rocks and fossils. Two objectives of this presentation are to understand where evolution theory came from, and how radiometric dating has easy-to-see weaknesses which call all dates derived from them into question. RSVP for this free workshop to Estela Frias at 342- 4674 ext.59.
 Underpinnings: Fossils, Physics, and Genetics – presents the fallacy of the geologic column. It explores how fossils are made and how both of these evidences support creationism. It is shown that creationism conforms to both of the laws of thermodynamics, while evolution violates them! We see multiple evidences of this planet Earth being a very specially designed place made just for us. Finally, we see evidence in genetics for the fixity of the kinds as described in Genesis chapters 1 and 2.
SABBSA will be meeting this coming Tuesday, February 13th, 2007 starting at 7pm. As always we will meet at Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. Our presentation will be Scott Lane’s power point presentation entitled Biology. Biology – shows how the field of biology tears down evolutionary theory. It first presents what has been done in the field including synthesizing DNA and cloning and shows how creation has no problem with these accomplishments. We then present examples of God’s design in nature ranging from the intricacies of the human eye, to the sea slug, the bombardier beetle, and symbiotic relationships between organisms. We also explore how evolution’s recapitulation theory has been disproved by evolutionists, but it is still being used in some places to substantiate abortion. You are cordially invited to attend.

