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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse

Today’s Communiqué will include a discussion of new findings in cell division and aging research which gives insight into God’s design of man. During SABBSA’s September meeting, we watched the first of 10 segments of "The Great Debate on Science and the Bible" between Ken Ham and Jason Lisle defending a young earth position vs. Hugh Ross and Walt Kaiser defending an old earth position as seen on the John Ankerberg Show. Members were also asked to consider alternate meeting sites. Finally, we have news of a new contact SABBSA has made within the creation community in this state.
Mark S. Ramsey, P.E., of the Houston organization Texans for Better Science Education contacted us, and asked us to forward to him any creation events we knew of in South and Central Texas, including our own. He is putting together a master event board of all such events going on in Texas and wished to include us in this network. We have responded joyously to this request and thank God for leading us and TBSE to form this new found relationship. We thank God for their work in the Houston area. The focus of TBSE is to support the teaching of both the strengths and weaknesses of evolution in schools. You can find out more about these new partners in the fight by going to their website at www.strengthsandweaknesses.org .
The first segment of "The Great Debate on Science and the Bible" dealt almost exclusively with the meaning(s) of yom. SABBSA members felt the debate was interesting, but failed to adhere to standard debate format and got tedious at times. Answers in Genesis (AIG) injected some commentary on the debate by Dr. Terry Mortenson who clarified or opposed some of the statements made which made the debate more of a learning experience.
The meaning of the Hebrew word “yom” is of great import to biblical exegeses, especially in Genesis. If the word is taken to mean 24 hour day, then it plainly refers to the six days of creation being six literal 24 hour days. If it can be defined as an indefinite period of time such as an epoch, then you can read any time frame into the Bible you wish (including millions of years assigned to each day of creation). The problem for the old earth pushers is that the Hebrew word “yom” has the same exact meaning as our English word “day.” Its primary meaning is a 24 hour day. Both words do have a secondary meaning of “period of time.” Such uses as “in my day” and “in the day of the Romans” use this meaning. But, such usages are secondary, never refer to millions of years and are clearly inferred from their context. The Bible however, goes out of its way to define yom (translated day) as a literal 24 hour day. In Genesis chapter one, God repeatedly says “the evening and the morning were the first day.” Thus, He specifically defines the days of creation as literal 24 hour days. Further, He attaches an ordinal number to each. There are 50 are so places in the Bible where yom is used to refer to a period of time. But in none of those cases is an ordinal number attached (like “third day”) and it is plain from the context that a time period is referred to. But, in the 200+ occasions where yom is used with an ordinal number, it is always clear that it is being used as a literal 24 hour day. No one questions when Jesus is said to have been raised on the third day whether this meant days or eons! The plain fact is that old earth believers are trying to read something into the Bible that is not there when trying to stretch the text to say what they want it to say. The Bible states that there were six literal days of creation and it infers that the Earth is only several thousand years old. We are not paying attention to its text when we try to read anything else into its text.

During the business portion of the meeting members were asked to consider alternate meeting locations such as Grady's on San Pedro South of 410 or one of the libraries. There was discussion of the pros and cons of such locales.
Recent research has shown that human cells like the skin and others are preprogrammed to slow their cellular division as we age. This process does several things. It stops the growth process as well as limits the amount of abnormal cell growth (cancer) and thus acts as a retardant against tumors. However, this phenomenon is a key part of our aging. The process that limits the cell division number is termed cellular or replicative senescence. Replicative senescence is thought to be a powerful, albeit imperfect, tumor suppressive mechanism. It is also thought to contribute to aging. The creationist point to this research is that it is obviously one of the “genetic tweaks” put in by God after the creation. Adam and Eve were created to live forever, thus this genetic preprogramming in our cells could not have been present at the outset of creation. However, when the “Fall of Man” occurs, this may well have been one of the curses programmed into our DNA to make us mortal. This process of replicative senescence was also either tweaked or could have been first put into our DNA code after the Flood when God said that He would limit our age to 120 years. It is in fact, more likely that the first appearance of this senescence was put in by God after the Flood, and that mortality after the Fall was due to a new degradation of telomeres and other factors put in by God to limit our mortal lives. Which ever is the truth, it’s a fascinating field of research and one which has a special interpretation to it when looked at through the eyes of the creationist. This view, of course, is one which is totally excluded from mainline research, because it has its basis in faith in God’s word. This is another example of how we limit ourselves when we exclude God from our lives and our thought processes!
Our upcoming meeting will feature a video presentation from Dr. D. James Kennedy and Coral Ridge Ministries. Their film is entitled "Darwin's Deadly Legacy" which is available on DVD. This updated version of Kennedy's "The Case for Creation" features such notable current figures as Ann Coulter, Michael Behe, Phillip Johnson, Lee Stroebel and many others giving evidence why Evolution is a failed hypothesis which should be discarded. We will meet at 7pm at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey on Tuesday, October 10th. You are cordially invited to join us.
