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An independent nondenominational, nonprofit and volunteer, educational and evangelical outreach. We confess the Bible to be The Word of God, Jesus Christ as The Lord, and young-earth scientific creationism
Last month was an active one at our monthly meeting. We had a review of the Alpha Omega Institute seminar. We discussed our support for the CRU website to support the tentative debate in October (which has since been canceled), and we heard from Mr. Ron Stewart Montgomery and saw his photographs positing an entirely new look at Mount Ararat. I also saw the movie the Da Vinci Code the day it came out and I will discuss some of my insights and research on this topic since this controversy parallels the creation question in many ways.

You can see a review of the Nutting’s presentation in last month’s newsletter. Our discussion on this seminar at the last meeting was “why there was such a light attendance?” We had a good showing from FEAST. However, Dub Warren questioned whether we as a body have gotten “lazy” in terms of face to face invites in our local churches and contacts? In spite of the turn out, the presentations by Alpha Omega were judged to be first rate. 

John Pendleton has sent us an email saying that he now has a leading to not pursue the October follow up debate here in San Antonio. He expressed concern for the time it takes for him to prepare for such a debate, and the difficulty of the long distance, and how it is taking time away from his primary ministry south of the border. We support his judgment in this matter. 

 The focus of our last meeting was photographs which had been blown up and enhanced by Mr. Ron Stewart Montgomery of Gonzales, Texas. Mr. Montgomery has a process of blowing up photos beyond the grain limit and getting minute details out of them not previously possible. We reserve judgment on whether or not his process is giving us dependable pictures of what is there till an expedition is sent to the place on Ararat where he believes a piece of the Ark may reside. Whether his process is proven or not, his research into the history of the Ark legends and the cultures from which they came is extensive. He showed us pictures which may suggest carvings in the Ark which retell the story of what happened and statues all over the mountain commemorating the event. Mr. Montgomery uses these pictures to suggest new possibilities of the history of the Ark which may well be true and need good consideration. First his pictures of the outline of his possible Ark nominee shows not the box like Ark we are used to seeing in all contemporary drawings, but, rather one with almost stealth jet like curves. Mr. Montgomery makes a case that this configuration fits the parameters of the biblical description of the Ark, makes it more stable and explains how water was kept out of the window in the torrential seas of the Noahic Flood.
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Next, he suggested a whole new schema for seeing how the Ark was revered and treated by ancient cultures. His evidence suggests the whole mountain of Ararat was a shrine or theme park devoted to the memory of the Ark and the Flood. This may well have been the first theme park and it may have been frequented by the expanding peoples of the Post Flood Earth. He also suggested that what he has found in his pictures of Ararat may only be a portion of the Ark and that another portion of it has not simply broken off with time and mistreatment by glaciers as so many have suggested but, that part of the Ark may have been cut off, moved to another mountain locale and used as another monument to the Flood and God’s work. This would explain some of the multiple flood legends which invovle many more mountains in the Middle East besides Agri Daggi (the mountain on the Turkey, Iran and Russian border which we usually refer to as Mt. Ararat)

Now to the Da Vinci Code. I pause to write about the Da Vinci Code because it is a work of fiction which is intertwined with historical facts which are either misinterpreted or re-interpreted to fit this conspiracy theory. If this sounds familiar, it should, it is what we see evolutionists do all the time to try and prop up the unsupportable theory of evolution. The premise of author Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code is heresy. It proposes that Jesus and Mary Magdalene were married and that she had a daughter by him named Sarah (meaning “Princess”). Da Vinci’s ties are multiple including clues in his art, such as re-interpreting the feminine figure on Jesus’ right hand in Davinci’s Last Supper portrait not as a youthful John, but as Mary Magdalene and the exclusion of the chalice in the picture inferring the Holy Grail is something else entirely. The book says that Mary and Sarah eventually fled to France. Through this child a royal blood line has been sent to us down through the centuries. The substantiation for this theory is purported to be in the extra-biblical books of the Gospel of Phillip and the Book of Mary Magdalene. These are books that are not even apocryphal. They were rejected by the Council of Nicea in 325 AD because they were in direct contradiction to the other Gospels. This is one of the worst potential problems caused by this conspiracy theory, the use of these extra-biblical books makes people believe that they have been kept from the public as part of a conspiracy and they clamor for what else has been “hidden” from us! In truth, these books have been with us for 1900 years, but have been ignored by everyone except the Gnostics because they are on their face heretical lies. 
There is more damage done in this yarn though. There is violence done to history and to great individuals in history. Brown re-interprets Emperor Constantine who convened the Council of Nicea to put together the Canon of our bible as not a Christian, but as either a pagan or an agnostic. He says Constantine merely saw that Christianity was the more viable of the competing religions of the time and backed it out of political necessity. This is a major rewriting of history which is not supported by the facts. The Da Vinci Code purports to trace the history of a “shadow group” called the “Priory of Scion” which has been protecting the “Sangreal” (meaning “Holy Grail” or “royal blood”) down through the ages. To support this, there is a document in France which tells of a list of Grand Masters of the Priory of Scion starting just after 1099 AD. However, this document has been proven to be a total fraud by experts researching it. This theory does violence to the holy Papal guard known as the Knights Templar. It redefines them not as fighters in the Crusades (which they were), but as in league with the fictitious Priory of Scion. Legend has it that they were on centuries long quests to find the Holy Grail, the chalice that Christ used to pass the wine at the first Lord’s Supper. The Da Vinci Code redefines their quests as being to find the body of Mary Magdalene and the Sangreal (letters detailing the “royal blood line” through the centuries). Incidentally, none of this is new. It all has been rumored through the ages as gossip and fable. Before Brown’s book much of its tenants were first aired this century in the book Holy Blood, Holy Grail by Henry Lincoln, and others. There has been a court fight in England over how much of this fiction that Brown stole from Lincoln. 
Named in this fraudulent document as past Grand Masters of the Priori are such historical figures as Leonardo Da Vinci, Sir Isaac Newton and Victor Hugo. Such lies not only skew history, but they do violence to reputations. Sir Isaac Newton was one of the great scientists of all time. He also was one of the most devout and conservative Christians in history. To make him out as the leader of the Priory of Scion (which supposedly had pagan sexual rituals and used the witchcraft pentagram as its symbol), does violence not only to history, but to this man’s good reputation. Also done violence to is the name of the conservative Catholic group known as Opus Dei. They are painted in the movie as a murderous secret sect in the Catholic Church which will stop at nothing to suppress the truth of Jesus’ blood line. In truth it is an officially sponsored group within the Catholic Church that helps ordinary lay people seek holiness in their work and everyday activities. The slander done to this Christian group is shocking. Another thread in this yarn are writings found by a French Priest named Sauniere, supposedly composed by Da Vinci which has coded phrases in it inferring the existence of the sangreal. His purported finds are called into great question by the fact that he was revealed to be a “priest on the take” and brought up before a Catholic review board and sanctioned for billing the church for hundreds of masses a day which he could not have performed. He did this do get rid of a considerable debt of 18,000 Francs he had amassed. He was defrocked for this.
There is much more to this work of fiction, and much more scholarly research which debunks it as nothing but a work of fiction. The movie was an entertaining yarn, and Christians are giving it more free publicity than it deserves by denouncing it so loudly, except for one fact. As I said at the outset its foundation is heresy. It questions the very core of Christianity, the life and purpose of Jesus Christ as Messiah. In public we should dismiss it as a work of fiction and not give it undue help in drawing people to see it and undue credence as researched history, which it is not. But, we also must recognize it for what it is. It is a work of fiction which slanders the name of Christ and thousands of people through history. It also, in its conspiracy theory mode has the potential to lead people away from Christ. In this vein, we must recognize it as a tool for Satan, just as evolution is.
The next segment of my power point teaching series to be previewed this coming Tuesday, June 13th focuses on geology, fossils, genetics and physics. This smorgasbord of topics was put together because they give insights into critical findings in each of these fields which challenge evolution and support creation. For example, in geology we will explore how strata can be laid horizontally in a cataclysm. We will see how a fossil is formed and how that fits with creation. An examination of the 1st and 2nd Laws of Thermodynamics will reveal real problems in physics for evolution, but not for creation. We will see support for the biblical notion of “fixed kinds” and the special place the Earth holds in the cosmos. Finally, we will examine evidence which gives credence to the Babel story.

You are cordially invited to join us at our June meeting of SABBSA. It will occur on Tuesday, June 13th at 7 pm (the 2nd Tuesday of the month) at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corer of San Pedro and Ramsey. We hope to see you there.

