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An independent nondenominational, nonprofit and volunteer, educational and evangelical outreach.

We confess the Bible to be The Word of God, Jesus Christ as The Lord,

 and young-earth scientific creationism.

It is a privilege to be the leader of such a lively ministry here in South Texas. In just this past month we had a presentation of Week 1 of our proposed power point presentation. We also had a Creation / Evolution Debate attended by over 1300 people at the UTSA convocation Center which also drew quite a lot of media coverage. Our Mission Statement Committee met and not only got a rough draft of a mission statement, but also appointed members with action items to move that statement forward to action.

 If you are on our email list you should have gotten a run down on the March 30 creation / evolution debate. The forwarded email included the thoughts of John Pendleton along with a reprint of the San Antonio Express-News article (which was fairly equitable to both sides).The debate was between John Pendleton who SABBSA has sponsored on many an occasions and Dr. James Bower, PhD in Neuroscience, UTSA. They debated over 5 topics: Age of the Earth; Origin of Life; Origin of Mankind; Fossils; and Mutations. When John came to us with this idea more than a year ago I was skeptical. I believed that it would be difficult to get an evolutionist to debate and that if we did that he would not debate. Instead I feared he would resort to ad hominem attacks on creationism and John’s lack of a PhD. I was right on both those counts, but what I did not foresee, and should have, was God’s intervention. John was attacked and via God’s grace responded well.  Fortunately, Dr. Carl and Cindy Williams, John Pendleton and his wife and CRU (UTSA Chapter of Campus Crusade for Christ) were faithful to God’s vision. With God’s help and intervention the event was co-sponsored by the campus organization, Atheist Agenda. We get so caught up in the creation movement in apologetics and not trying to come off as marginalists that I forgot that God is in the miracle business. This was a God thing. When he moves we can either get out of the way or get on board. The next time John gets a leading from God I intend to get fully on board. In that vein, John is tentatively planning another debate with only two topics for this October at Castle Hills First Baptist Church. The topics (one hour each, so that they can be more fully explored) are tentatively: Age of the Earth; and Mutations. One of our agenda items for Tuesday’s meeting will be to discuss the March 30 debate and see what role SABBSA wants to play in helping form the October debate. We may have John Pendleton on a conference call from Mexico to aid in this conversation. 
We will also have a report from our Mission Statement Committee on their rough draft of a mission statement and appointments made of individuals to: get a speakers list organized; exploring how to make our technology represent us well and be useful to others; organize a list of resources we have as an organization; and formulate ways to become the facilitator of Creationism to the Greater San Antonio area as we envision.

At our last meeting I presented the introductory hour of my 8-hour power point creationist presentation. The main subject matter was the continuum of compromise theories between Creation and Evolution. I detailed the precepts of catastrophism and uniformitarianism. We looked at the Christian precept that God created in 6 literal days as Genesis says versus the 3 billion year journey that evolution espouses. The most conservative statement of Creation may be the statement “God said it, and I believe it.” That thought just about sums up the most conservative idea on creation as espoused by Archbishop James Ussher in the 16th century. He believed it so strongly that he not only believed in ex-nihilo creation, and a literal 6 days, but that you could add the days in the lineages of man described in the “begats” of Genesis, Deuteronomy, etc so that he added up the days and came up with a beginning point for the Earth of 4004 BC. There is some question whether it was ever God’s intent to give us the date for the Creation. Also, there is some question of this date based on whether you account for the writing style of the time and whether you are using the Septuagint or Messoretic texts or others.
Very close to Ussher’s very conservative theory is Scientific Creationism, which our organization espouses. It believes in 6 literal days of creation, an Edenic Earth (possibly fostered by a water canopy and a much stronger magnetic field), the Flood, a young Earth on the order of 10,000 years old, and catastrophic processes to shape the Earth.

The next compromise we explored was Intelligent Design (ID). This movement which is getting much press over the last decade and perhaps even more this past year features the concept of “irreducible complexity.” They will not say that God created, but that the evidence shows that someone designed all this. They will not commit themselves to a young Earth, but focus more on the pure mathematical and physical impossibilities of evolution ever occurring no matter how much time it is given to occur by accident. They also focus on how organisms today do not function and die if parts of their systems fail and how the evolution of systems fails in scientific scrutiny when you consider that organisms are not viable until their life systems are fully designed, functional, complete and in good working order. Incomplete organisms not only don’t compete well, they don’t live and thereby do not carry on the next generation so that the species can even be given the chance to mutate to a higher level.
The next compromise theory was the Gap Theory. It says there is a gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 and in that gap they write in all of the geologic ages of 4.5 billion years and the dinosaurs. They say the Earth was created as it says in Gen. 1:1 and then was destroyed in the “battle for heaven” with Satan and a third of the angels. Then in Genesis 1:2 it is reformed with an exact chronology as in Genesis. This theory tries to get the 4.6 billion year ages and have biblical exiges too. It was popularized by its inclusion in the preface to the Scofield Reference Bible in 1909. It has the problem that it puts death on the Earth before Adam (before sin). It also tries to compromise with evolutionary ages which may well be false.

The next stop on the road of compromise is the Age/ Day Theory. It says in II Peter, “one of God’s days is as a thousand years.” This concept has been stretched by some to force a framework hypothesis trying to meld God’s 6 days of creation into the 4.6 billion years theorized on the evolutionary timescale. The problems with this are many fold. First, the geologic column does not support it. It also violates God’s word because it says there was death before Adam (before sin). It paints a picture of God as haphazard, rather than purposeful. Finally, the order of evolution and Genesis simply do not jive. According to evolution the sun came before plants, but according to Genesis plants came before the sun. According to evolution 
Getting closer to evolutionary theories we have Progressive Creationism (also called Threshold Evolution). This theory again tries to set up a frame work hypothesis to enforce biblical order of the 6 days of creation onto the 4.6 billion year evolutionary time scale. It does so utilizing Age / Day theory as well as saying that God created in spurts. He created the Earth, Sun, Moon and Stars and then went on a one billion year holiday. He came back and created single celled and multi-celled organisms and then went on another 500 million year holiday. He then created fish and went on another holiday, amphibians and then another holiday, reptiles and another holiday, mammals and birds and another holiday and finally man after his last 500 million year holiday.

This theory is the theological equivalent of the Evolutionary Theory of Punctuated Equilibrium.

It has all the problems sited with previous compromises in that it compromises with geologic ages which have not been proven to exist, has bad order biblically, introduces death before sin and presents God as a Galactic Wanderer who comes and plays with us in his spare time.

The final compromise before getting to Naturalistic Evolution is Theistic Evolution. This theory says “God created the Earth and the first cell using evolutionary means of chance and then simply let the creation he had designed play out via evolution. Some theists will posit that he has intervened along the way and this puts them into a compromise realm somewhere between here and the Progressive Creationists.

At the other end of the continuum from Creation is Naturalistic Evolution, which says that the universe, all matter, life and us came into being because of chance occurrences without the intervention of a God.

At the conclusion of this presentation we critiqued it and made some corrections to the definitions of theory, scientific law and several spelling corrections. We anticipate doing the same type of critique as we review each session.

Our final agenda item will be the check up on preparations for the Nutting’s presentation in May.

This Tuesday evening we will have 4 agenda items: A discussion of the Pendleton – Bower debate over dinner; a report from our Mission Statement Committee; an update on preparations on the Nutting’s and Alpha Omega Institute’s presentation we will be sponsoring next month; and review  Week 2 of my power point presentations. This one is entitled Darwin and Radiometric Dating. It is a must for anyone who wants to understand why we so fervently believe in a young Earth. It will cover Darwin’s life and theory and then move into an examination of radiometric dating methods and their underlying assumptions. As is our new experiment, we will begin with the power point presentation at 7 pm followed by the rest of the agenda. As always you are invited to join us at Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey this coming Tuesday night, April 11th.
