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SABBSA- Believing the Bible from the first verse

This month in the Communiqué we will start with a recap of last months meeting and Scott Lane’s presentation of “What If God Wrote the Bible?” We will list several opportunities for seminars available in the near future from SABBSA and AOI. Finally we will have a discussion on the base purpose for SABBSA. Is creation evangelism relevant or are we “spinning our wheels” with trivia when the true evangelism is in just preaching Jesus?

Last month’s meeting featured the presentation “What If God Wrote the Bible? This PowerPoint presentation was inspired by a lecture of the same name by Dr. Bill Tierney (then head of the Biology Dept. at the Air Force Academy) which I attended some 21 years ago. It asks the rhetorical question, If God wrote the Bible, what kind of evidence for that would we expect to find? The answer is that we would expect to find four types of evidences: Historical (Do historical and archaeological evidences support the bible?); Writing History in Advance (Does the Bible correctly prophesy future events?); Cohesiveness (how the whole bible hangs together due to one original author); and Pre-science (the bible is not a book of science, but there are places where God showed his full understanding of science thousands of years ahead of man). If God wrote the Bible we would expect to find all of these types of evidence, and the great news is that we do! 
Historical evidences such as the Ebla, Koran and other Jewish writings confirm Biblical accounts of major Bible characters and events such as Abraham, Jesus, Sodom and Gomorrah and life in Uhr. Archaeological evidence such as the unearthing of Jericho paint vivid portraits not only confirming the biblical account of how the walls fell out, but prove that the Bibles accounts can be taken literally, and not merely as some moral tales which God told us for instruction, but which never happened. Our Grand Canyon is a teaching laboratory attesting to the reality of the Worldwide Flood.
Likewise we find scores of evidences for the Bible making prophecies of future events. The Old Testament contains as many as 366 prophecies foretelling of the coming of Christ and of His ministry which were all fulfilled! A sample of these include: ZECH. 12:10 (DAVID, PIERCED); ZECH. 9:9 (DONKEY); PSALM 69:21(GALL/ VINEGAR); PSALM 34:20 (BONES); IS. 7:13-14(VIRGIN); IS. 55:4-7,9,12 (INTERCESSOR); PSALM 41:9(JUDAS); HOSEA 6:2(THIRD); MICAH 5:2 (BETHLEHEM); MAL.3:1; IS. 40:3; and I SAM. 30:12-13 (JOHN THE BAPTIST). In 1948 more than 30 Biblical prophecies were fulfilled when the nation state of Israel was reformed by partition (See LUKE 21; EZ. 20: 30-43).
The question of Cohesiveness hinges on whether the Bible hangs together as one book written by one author (God)? This in spite of the fact that it was written over a period of more than 3000 years by 37 or more human authors. When we read the bible the answer is clearly yes! The Old Testament is 39 books telling us of God, His Creation, our place in it and His Law. He then gave us a few thousand years to demonstrate to ourselves that we could not earn our salvation. He gave us only 10 Commandments and we can’t keep them! The 27 books of the New Testament tell us that He knew that going in and just let us have the time to prove it to ourselves. He then provided a plan to bridge the gap between a Holy God and sinful man. That intercessor is Jesus Christ. Christ is the answer for the clear needs of man described in the Old Testament and the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies come to fruition in Jesus Christ in the New Testament. Further the two books “believe in” and verify each other. Certainly the 366 prophecies of Christ in the Old Testament verify that the Old Testament was looking forward to His coming. Also, there are many scriptures in the Old Testament which express the same theology as the New Testament and verify their single author. For example Ezekiel 18:4 talks of the “wages of sin is death”, which will be echoed again in Romans. Likewise Christ believed in the veracity of the Old Testament. In Mark 10:5-6 He tells of His belief in the Creation as described in the Old Testament. In Luke 17:27 Christ verifies His belief in the Old Testament account of the Worldwide Flood! So it does all hang together as one book, with one mind writing it!
Finally there is the evidence of Pre-Science. The examples given in the presentation start with the writings of Moses in Numbers 19 which show that he had knowledge thousands of years ahead of man’s discoveries in the fields of bacteriology, immunology, microbiology and disease theory. Did he have advanced degrees in these fields, or did he have help? How did the Bible know in Job 26:7 that the Earth hung in space, especially since the superstitions of the time were that Atlas or others held the world up. We also looked at scientific studies which give evidence to biblical assurances that prayer for health by the righteous are answered and that faithfulness to God lengthens our lives and improves our overall health.
We can perceive what evidences should be there if God wrote the Bible and when we inspect the evidence we find God’s fingerprint on His word and on His Creation verifying “I Am” and “I wrote these words!”
In the business portion of our meeting we discussed staying at Jim’s Restaurant for the foreseeable future. We also discussed a good list of creation seminars and activities available in the next couple of months. These are listed below along with a synopsis of their content.
Darwin and Radiometric Dating Science Workshop -  January 16, 2007 * 7 pm at FEAST 

Scott Lane, President of SABBSA will present the next several sessions of the FEAST Creationist Topics sessions in 2007. These will start again on the 3rd Tuesday of January and continue monthly. Darwin and Radiometric Dating- presents background on Darwin's life and insights into the development of his theory.

It then explains the several dating methods used by scientists to date rocks and fossils. Two products of this presentation are to understand where evolution theory came from, and how radiometric dating has easy to see weaknesses which call all dates derived from them into question. RSVP for this free workshop to Estela Frias at 342- 4674 ext.59.

Presentations by the Alpha Omega Institute starting in January
Dave and Mary Jo Nutting, founders of Alpha Omega Institute, will present several scientific creationism  seminars, in the South Texas area, in late January and early February, 2007.  From Monday January 29 through Thursday, February 1 the seminars will be held in Shiner, Yoakum, Halletsville and Gonzales, Texas.  For specific times and locations of each seminar contact
Dan Kaspar at 361 594 3377.

They will also speak 3 evenings at Friendship Bible Church in Kerrville, Tuesday February 6 through Thursday February 8.  For details contact Mark Rylander at 830 866 3553.
Young Earth Evidences  – Tuesday December 12th, 7pm at Jim’s Restaurant

At our monthly meeting Scott Lane will be giving the Power Point presentation Young Earth Evidences which includes film clips from the Origins film series. This visual presentation will show more than 20 “clocks” which all say the Earth and the Solar System are about 10,000 years old, leaving no time for evolution to occur.

A good question may be asked about what our purposes are at SABBSA. One of our own board members once said that our efforts never saved anyone, that only faith in Jesus and salvation evangelism can save people. He has a point. You can believe in a young Earth and not be saved. You can believe that the world was created by God and not yet have turned your life over to that same Creator. Also, it seems that our ministry too often devolves into a “he said, she said” type argument of evolutionists calling us unscientific fools and creationists reciprocating. We don’t seem to get much resolved and we do turn people off who do not like controversy. At times it does seem it would be simpler to just say whether it took 4.5 billion years or 10,000 it doesn’t matter as long as we believe God created it all. Further, it doesn’t matter whether He said let it be and created it all instantaneously or let it all form via evolution. As long as we believe God created it all or sheparded that creation what’s the difference? And, if what we do does not directly lead to salvation, what are we doing it all for? 

The answers are threefold. We provide scientific evidence for young Earth creation so that Satan cannot use evolution as a stumbling block for people to say that cannot believe in Jesus because it has been scientifically proved that God did not create the world. ICR gets scores of testimonials each year from people who say how attending one of their seminars freed them from the distrust they had in the Bible and enabled them to give their life over to Christ, secure in the faith that He created it all! However, this cannot be the only reason for our ministry since Satan blinds most unbelievers’ eyes to the scientific proofs we offer. In the end belief in God still comes down to a faith question. So what else does our ministry offer besides endless arguing?
We provide security for believers that the bible can be trusted as authoritative and inerrant from the very first word. And this may be our greater contribution. When I was a theistic evolutionist over 21 years ago, I doubted a lot of things about the Bible. My belief that evolution had been proved scientifically caused me to doubt certain parts of scripture and thus I felt I could not quote them authoritatively. In fact, these doubts got so severe at times that I would doubt my own salvation and the existence of God. Satan’s first goal is to keep us from being saved. If he fails at that, he does not go away, but then endeavors to make us useless Christians who fail to act on our faith. He succeeded well in doing that with me. I could not get well committed to ministry because Satan had me on a constant “Gerbil Mill” wondering whether my salvation was real and whether the God of the Bible was real. It was only after I heard a creationist seminar from my first mentor in the field of Creationism, Dr. Bill Tierney that my questions were answered about the Bible’s authority and the reality of my salvation. Only then could I move forward in my ministry, assured of the Bibles veracity and unhindered by doubts about my faith. 
Finally, the evidences we present and study are invaluable to believers in another important way. We are keeping Satan from expanding his foothold into theology schools and churches which preach and teach that Genesis is just an allegory and should not be trusted as literal fact. Our own Trinity Baptist Church here in San Antonio under the leadership of its great former pastor Buckner Fanning preached such theology. The problem with such “progressive theology” is that where do you draw the line? If the world was not created in six literal days, and we cannot believe in the “Big Fish story” and if it had to be a local flood then does such distrust in the Bible’s veracity end at Genesis chapter 11 or does it go beyond that. Some seminary professors have suggested it goes all the way through the Bible and they question the truth in the miracles of Jesus! This is the danger in such theology and our studies, presentations and services are intended to give believers assurance that they can believe in the Bible from the very first word and that God’s word is always authoritative and truthful! Satan’s goal is to first divide Christianity with this ”progressive theology” and then kill it by people falling away from the faith in the same way I wavered to fall away when I was a theistic evolutionist. SABBSA, ICR, AOI, AIG and the rest stand in the gap to stem the tide of this plot which Ken Ham call “The Lie” in his book of the same name.
These are the reasons we present such programs as the Young Earth Evidences talk I will be presenting this next Tuesday night. If evolution occurred, it is contrary to the factual account of the Bible. For evolution to occur, if it’s even physically possible (and its not) it would need billions of years to progress. If it can be proved that the Earth and all creation is only a few thousand years old then evolution has no basis in fact. This is why we present such controversial and often argumentative pieces to the public. If you come to Tuesday’s meeting you may even witness our own board members debating the fine points or data behind one or more of the evidences presented. That is good and not bad. It shows that we still have open minds and are still in pursuit of truth. We invite you to join us this Tuesday, December 12th at the Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey at 7 pm for my presentation of Young Earth Evidences. It will include a vivid Power Point presentation along with film clips from the Origins film series. We hope to see you there! May God Bless you during this Christmas Season! Have Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and remember, Jesus is the reason for the season!
