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An independent nondenominational, nonprofit and volunteer, educational and evangelical outreach.

We confess the Bible to be The Word of God, Jesus Christ as The Lord,

 and young-earth scientific creationism.

This Christmas Season and the New Year is a very full one for SABBSA and the creation ministry in San Antonio. We will be hosting Dr. Don Patton this coming Friday evening December 9th at 7 pm at Live Oak First Baptist Church (flyer attached). John Pendleton will be speaking to us at our regular January meeting (Jan. 10) on the topic of Four Great Scientists Who Believed in the Bible. Dr. Jerry Hardwick who wowed us with his power point presentation  on the Star of Bethlehem a couple of months ago at our regular meeting, will be giving that same presentation at Live Oak First Baptist Church on Sunday evening, December 18 at 5 pm (flyer attached).  That presentation will be followed at 6:30 pm by a Christmas Drama / Cantata put on by the combined choirs of Madison Hills Baptist and Live Oak Baptist Churches and you may attend both that evening if you wish to embrace the Christmas spirit. Scott Lane will be presenting an 8 week creation seminar starting Sunday, January 22 at 5 :30 each Sunday evening at Live Oak First Baptist Church. There is no charge for any of these events; however we do recommend a $5 donation for adults and $2 for children at Dr. Patton’s presentation.
Our last SABBSA meeting was largely devoted to finalizing plans for Dr. Patton’s presentation. However, we did manage to have a rather energetic discussion on “What our purposes are in Creation Ministry.” Our next regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, December 12th will have several topics that evening. The first will be an evaluation of our support for Dr. Patton. We will hear from Ernie Hernandez and others who have investigated possible sites to move our regular second Tuesday meetings to since Jim’s has now seen fit to charge us an additional surcharge. One suggestion was Ryan’s Steakhouse on Nacogdoches Road. The draw back to that suggestion is that Ryan’s is far on the north east side of San Antonio and thus not centrally located for our membership. If you have a suggestion for where we should meet, either email us or better yet come with your suggestion to the December meeting. We will be staying at Jim’s until a suitable new site is found. We will also discuss future sponsorship of Pendleton’s Debate Project and the developments in our possible sponsorship of  the Nuttig’s coming in May. Our program that evening will include a discussion of creation information in the book of Job.
Now for a few odds and ends in the current periodicals on creation. The American Museum of Natural History just opened a special exhibit of memorabilia, fossils and exhibits representing the life and work of Charles Darwin. It would seem that this event seems specifically designed to divert attention from the current interest given to Intelligent Design and to rebut it. The show will travel to Boston, Chicago and Toronto before ending its tour in London in 2009 (Darwin’s Bicentennial year). When asked by MSNBC about the coincidence of this exhibit and the current interest in ID their only replies were that it had been in the planning since 2002 and scorn for such an ignorant theory as ID as well as being very brutal to Christianity.

 Eight of the Nine members of the Dover, Pennsylvania School Board which were responsible for the Dover ID statement inclusion in science instruction have been ignobly turned out of office for their actions. They were replaced by a pro-evolution board. I have attached a file which contains several point / counterpoint essays by ID advocates such as Behe and by evolutionists in rebuttal to their claims. It also contains a wealth of websites to which you can go to get more information. I don’t pretend this document is balanced, but it does give you a good feel for how the debate is being structured in the media and by evolutionists. Here is how other states have grappled with creation and ID recently:
The Alabama state school board voted unanimously this last month to retain a disclaimer printed in their science books which says evolution is a “controversial theory.” They also rejected 3 elementary level science books for having material on evolution which was “controversial.”

The Behe, Ark. School board voted to do away with stickers in their science texts that question evolution. These stickers had been placed in each text for many years.

Complying with a federal judge’s order, Cobb County Georgia began removing disclaimer stickers from their texts in May. The stickers said evolution was a “theory and not a fact.” Six parents had sued saying the sticker violated separation of church and state. The school system has appealed. 
In Kansas, the state school board voted this past month to approve new science standards that expand the definition of science beyond the search for natural explanations and phenomena.

A Kentucky statute says that public school teachers may teach creationism along side evolution, and that teachers may read from the bible “as deemed necessary for instruction on the theory of creation.”

The Ohio state board of education voted 13 to 5 in March 2004 to adopt science lesson plans pushed by ID advocates. (The source for all this was National Public Radio wire reports).

A new Archaeopteryx find further debunks this mosaic as a transitional form. The new find shows that this animal did not have the backward turned toe so characteristic of birds, but feet with toes all pointed forward like dinosaurs. This is problematic in two ways. It is an impediment for this species since it means Archaeopteryx could not perch on trees like other birds. Evolutionists rightly say that it makes the find fit even better as a true transitional form, forgetting that they have already dated this animal millions of years after the advent of fully formed birds! Another find causing problems for evolutionists is a fully human footprint from Mexico which they date at 40,000 years old. This is long before humans are to have crossed the Siberian land bridge to the Americas and thus they are scrambling to discredit the find rather than to own up to its implications.
You are cordially invited to each of the events listed at the start of this newsletter. As always we will hold our regular monthly meeting on Tuesday December 12th at 7 pm at Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. We hope to see you there. May the Lord bless you and keep you in this special season. We at SABBSA wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year!
