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We confess the Bible to be The Word of God, Jesus Christ as The Lord,

 and young-earth scientific creationism.

It was our privilege this past month to again present John Pendleton at Castle Hills First Baptist Church. Our thanks to John and his wife as well as Dr. Carl and Cindy Williams, our event committee and all the others for their help and coordination of this event. John spoke on three topics to a group of 70 people (with many of them being school age children from FEAST participants). His topics were: The Age of the Earth; The Flood; and Mutations and Cloning. He also took questions during the intermission.

Mr. Pendleton started his presentation of the Age of the Earth with an examination of the supposed geologic column. He noted that the only place on Earth where this column can be found all in one place is in a textbook. It does not exist as a single column in nature and has been pieced together by evolutionary suppositions. He also covered the inaccurate dates we can verify given by carbon 14 and other types of radiometric dating methods demonstrating that we can have no scientific faith in their results. John instead of citing fallacious evolutionary suppositions cited the bible as his authority. He demonstrated how Ussher had arrived upon the approximation of 6000 years for the age for the Earth using the ages of each of the generations listed in the genealogies of the bible to add together this approximation. He then shared many “Young Earth Clocks.” That is processes which we can verify scientifically which indicate a very young Earth. Among those mentioned was the fact that short period comets which should have been exhausted within our solar system within the first 10,000 years after its formation still exist with no scientifically demonstrable way of replenishing them. The current salinity of the oceans could have been reached in two million (not 4.5 billion) years using the current deposition of minerals. However, if you figure in the massive amount of minerals dissolved into the oceans during the Noahic Flood it is easy to comprehend that the current salinity level could have been reached in the biblical time frame of 6000 years. The fact that extrapolations of Earth’s population starting 4500 years ago (the time of the flood according to biblical approximations) give us about 6 billion people on this planet (which is what we currently have) assuming that we start with the 8 people on the Ark and see a doubling of the world’s population every 150 years. Conversely if you assume an evolutionary framework of the first Homo Sapiens appearing on this Earth some 100,000 years ago, you then end up with massive overpopulation of the Earth on a scale never experienced. John also touched on the fact that we can artificially make coal an oil in the laboratory in a matter of hours using heat, pressure and chemical catalysts which would be naturally present in nature during many cataclysms. We also examined how the amount of silt deposited in the Mississippi river Delta could have been laid down in only several thousand years at its current deposition rates, not the millions of years assumed by evolutionists.
Mr. Pendleton then briefly touched on some aspects of The Worldwide Flood. This included the fact that there are over 200 cultures around the world which have Flood accounts. There are many differences in the stories, but three threads run through all of these accounts: there was judgment by God on the world for sin; a boat was built; and men and animals were saved. We examined the enormity of the Ark and that it was of sufficient size to handle the 20,000 some odd species which needed to be saved (assuming that God directed young and adolescent animals onto the Ark). The dimensions mentioned in the bible were not only enormous, but were ideal for making the Ark extremely stable on the chaotic seas of the flood which were no doubt ripe with tsunami size waves. 
The second half of John Pendleton’s talk centered on mutations and cloning. With regards to mutations he showed that mutations are almost always harmful and on the molecular and DNA level are always connected to a net loss of genetic information. Not the gaining of new genetic information as supposed by evolution. He spent a good amount of time with Darwin’s finches, antibiotic resistant bacteria and the infamous tree moths of Industrial era England demonstrating that all of these are examples of survival of the fittest, but in no way show any speciation. Organisms are selected as best fit to live in an environment and they survive while others die off, but no new species are created by this process. He made the point that wolves and dogs were all descended from the same single original species and are produced in nature only “after its kind” (as the bible stated 10 times.) In fact the pure bread dogs such as collies and poodles show the most loss of information by their in breeding and if let loose in nature would not survive long. His slide on Homology was of special interest to me as it showed that the logical link we would suppose in the genes between where a leg’s genetic information for assembly are stored in the chromosomes is a different places in most animal’s genomes. Since we are to have descended from the apes and their hand structure and function is very analogous to ours we assumed that all that has occurred is that the genes responsible for the formation of theses hands were simply modified by mutation for humans. When we look in the genome however we find that not only are the sequences of the genes different, but they are in different locations which totally blows out of the water any supposition about these genes forming by simple mutation. All of the evidence presented screamed for a creator! Finally John showed how Dolly’s cloning while fascinating science, was the product of a lot of directed action (not chance), the “humpty dumpty” rearranging of the genetic material God had already made, and produced a nonviable off spring which died prematurely due to its genetic defects.
Our next meeting of SABBSA will be on Tuesday July 12th at 7 pm at Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey. Our agenda that evening will include: feedback on this latest John Pendleton presentation; discussion of future events with Dr. Don Pattton and Dr. Carl Baugh; the proposal to make a SABBSA leaflet or handout; viewing a virtual tour of the new Answers in Genesis Museum; and viewing of a portion of Dr. Carl Baugh’s video: Creation in Symphony – Evolution Won’t Work. Please join us then!
