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An independent nondenominational, nonprofit and volunteer, educational and evangelical outreach.

We confess the Bible to be The Word of God, Jesus Christ as The Lord,

 and young-earth scientific creationism.

These articles are usually are not signed by the author. That’s because we have several contributors for articles within SABBSA, and sometimes they are collaborative efforts. All articles go through an established review process of being edited and screened by another board member for scientific accuracy. However, your President (Scott Lane) is going to claim authoring this one since it is intend it to be a personal tribute to two of my mentors, Dr. Bill Tierney and Dr. Duane Gish, who has announced his retirement from ICR recently. Thus, I will dedicate this article as a testimony to God and the people he used to call me into Creation Ministry. I will also detail one of Dr. Gish’s strongest creation examples, the Monarch Butterfly and summarize our last SABBSA meeting. Incidentally most recent articles have been penned by me so if you have a critique of what is in one, then I am the guy to talk to.

Twenty years ago, I was a practicing Christian who had a passive belief in theistic evolution. My wife and I volunteered as sponsors and chaperones for a group of South Texas FCA youth going on a 20 hour bus trip to youth camps in Colorado (an experience we will always remember, but will probably not repeat). After dropping the kids at their respective camps near Estes Park we attended the Coaches and wives camp near Granby, CO. I met people there who encouraged me then in ministry and still do today. Among them was Fisher DeBerry, the head football coach at the Air Force Academy then and still today. His openness of his faith and his wife’s deep southern drawl as she called him “Fisshhaa” are forever etched in my mind. But, the person who made an even greater impact on me that summer was Dr. Bill Tierney, the Head of the Biology Department at the Air force Academy. Dr. Tierney made two presentations during that camp. One was on the basic theories of evolution, creation and the major theories in between. A second session detailed the evidence in the writings of Moses which showed that he either he had to have the equivalent of modern college degrees in microbiology, food chain theory, disease theory and bacterial immunology or he had help from the maker of all things! The bottom line of Dr. Tierney’s presentations was to wake me up to the truth that God did leave us with infallible proofs of his creation and his being the creator. It also slammed me in the face with the reality that I had to make a choice between creationism and evolution since on examination the two are wholly incompatible. My passive assumption that God created and used evolution and time to do it had been challenged. I thus set about educating myself on the subject. I have both a bachelors and masters degrees in education and have taught both math and science. Who is better equipped to peruse the literature? 

First I investigated the writings of Dr. A. E. Wilder-Smith whose writings were the basis for much of Dr. Tierney’s presentations. From there I branched into the writings of Henry Morris, Duane Gish, S.I. McMillan, Lloyd Baily, Malcolm Bowden, Scott Huse, and many others. The most compelling works I came across were those of Scott Huse in ”The Collapse of Evolution,” Henry Morris in “ Scientific Creationism” and several books by Dr. Gish including “Evolution the Challenge of the Fossil Record” and “Evolution: The Fossils say No!” After reading his books I was excited when Dr. Gish came to Believers Fellowship here in San Antonio in the late 1980’s to give a full weekend creation science presentation.  He interspersed his talks with humorous slides and showed of each of the six segments of the “Origins” film series by A. E. Wilder-Smith. My talks with him that weekend were invaluable in giving me “nuts and bolts” details on how to set up and procure materials for presentations such as he was giving that weekend. He also graciously agreed to read and critique my lecture notes that I had prepared for a creation class at my own church. I was amazed that when he got back in touch with me the only critique he could make of my rather extensive notes was that I had inverted the name of Alfred Russell Wallace. Although my interactions with Dr. Gish and Dr. Tierney were both very brief, they changed my view of not only my life’s ministry, but also my view of creation itself. Therefore I count them as two of my best mentors in the field even though it is likely that neither one remembers me today (nor should they). One of the most startling presentations by Dr. Gish that weekend was on the development of the Monarch butterfly. I do not remember verbatim what Dr. Gish said that day, but he has used it repeatedly in his debates and creation science presentations over the past 20 years. Below I have reprinted an excerpt of an ICR Acts and Facts “Impact” article by Jules Poirer and Kenneth Cumming (IMPACT # 237 – March 1993). I have added my own questions and commentary to this excerpt

“The four developmental stages in the life cycle of the monarch butterfly are the egg, the caterpillar (larva), the pupa (chrysalis), and finally, the emergence of one of the most beautiful creatures on Earth, the butterfly. Female butterflies begin the next cycle when one small, pin head sized, white egg is laid underneath the leaf of a milkweed plant -- a plant which is poisonous to most creatures. Inside the egg the caterpillar begins to develop, drawing upon the yolk material inside the egg for nutrition. After three to five days, this caterpillar eats a hole in the egg case and emerges onto the leaf surface.” How did this species learn to fix its eggs on a plant poisonous to others and at the same time develop a digestive system able to digest its leaves safely?

“At this stage, the caterpillar is about 0.1 inch long and weighs about 0.55 milligrams. Nine chocolate-colored rings encircle its grayish body; it has a black head, three pairs of front true legs with claws, and five pairs of prolegs extending backwards, adding a unique and functional form to the body. It also has a mouth, stomach, and silk gland, among other parts characteristic of a full-grown caterpillar. The caterpillar usually eats more of its egg case, and then the milkweed leaf. Rapid growth leads to four or five molts -- the shedding of its external skin.

In about 20 days, the butterfly's weight has increased to 1.5 grams, or 2700 times its weight when it emerged from the egg. At about two inches long, with yellow, white, and black stripes on its body, it stops eating and spins a white silk pad on a stiff object, attaching itself by its two rear prolegs to the silk pad. It then hangs head down in a J-shape position in a seemingly inactive stage for approximately 12 hours.” How did this caterpillar develop the silk gland which enables the building of the silk pad and Chrysalis and what was its life cycle before all this happened? Also, how could it survive in the slow evolutionary transition from only a caterpillar which was born and reproduced and died to this amazing creature which transforms itself all through preprogramming?!

“At the end of this period in its cycle, the caterpillar begins to convulse in rhythmic jerks, breaking off its outer skin. During this stage in its development, its 16 legs and head capsule (with 6 eye lenses) are shed in about 60 seconds, giving rise to a pupa, or chrysalis, about 1 inch long and about 0.4 inches in diameter. The chrysalis, at this point, is jade green, with about 24 metallic appearing gold spots (the gold crown) surrounding half of its upper abdomen. There are 12 metallic-like gold spots on the remaining parts of the chrysalis, all of which are necessary for the normal development of the butterfly.

The caterpillar enters the chrysalis stage without vision, because the head capsule was discarded with its six simple eyes, so it can now only distinguish light from darkness. The inside portion of the chrysalis, below the gold crown, turns to a jade green liquid within the first 16 hours, as the caterpillar's stomach, intestines, and most all of the other internal parts disintegrate. In the center portion of the gold crown area is a red heart, about 0.1 inches in diameter, surrounded by a yellowish substance. This heart pulsates at about 40 to 60 beats per minute. The thin outer chrysalis layer contains cells which later develop into the wings of the butterfly. One can see the outline of the beginning wings through the somewhat transparent outer shell. This thin outer shell has a pattern of lines which mark the position of the future butterfly proboscis, first and second pair of legs, and two antennae. These lines are clearly seen from the outside, but they never really become part of the butterfly, remaining, instead, on the transparent shell after the emergence of the butterfly, and are apparently used only as a guide for building the butterfly proboscis, legs, and antennae. The proboscis is the tubular sucking organ, used to suck sweet nectar from the flowers it feeds upon.” How did any of this procedure occur by chance, and how did the insect survive in the intermediate stages? The answer is that it could not have until this amazing transformation is complete. And if the early monarchs had died in transition then the line would have been ended!

“After 8 to 14 days, the caterpillar emerges from the chrysalis in as rapidly as from 15 to 30 seconds. It extends its wings by pumping fluid from its abdomen into the wing veins, and is ready to fly in about 15 minutes. Once the wings dry, which takes approximately 2 hours, the butterfly is full grown, having been transformed into an entirely different creature from the caterpillar. It now has only six legs and four beautiful orange wings, which are surrounded by a narrow black border studded with white spots. The wingspread at the two forward wings is about 4 inches. Its body is about 1.3 inches long, 0.15 inches wide, and weighs about 0.41 grams. It has two compound eyes, each having 6000 lenses which are sensitive to all the colors of the rainbow, and even to ultraviolet light. It can see objects as small as a pin-head, because the female monarch butterfly won't lay an egg on a milkweed leaf if it sees another egg on it. It has a brain that can decipher 72,000 nerve fiber electrical pulses coming from the two eyes, into meaningful images. The very idea that such an intricate and complex system could have developed by natural selection or any other evolutionary mechanism is absurd. 

Migration 

The monarch butterfly can fly thousands of miles to its wintering location, and some tagged monarchs have been known to travel from Canada to the Neovolcanic Mountains of Mexico, a distance of 3000 miles. During autumn, the Eastern population of monarch butterflies (east of the Rocky Mountains) migrates southwest for two months to the Neovolcanic Mountains of Mexico. These monarchs cluster in trees from 9000 to 11,000 feet elevation for approximately 4 months, in freezing temperatures, from November to March. This wintering period allows them to hibernate, thus conserving their energy. During this interval they eat and drink little, thus enabling some of them to live as long as one year. During the spring, the eastern population of monarch butterflies migrate from Mexico northeastward towards the U.S. Some return the long distances to where they were born, while others fly only part of the distance to Texas or the lower southern states (first-generation monarchs), living and dying in approximately six weeks. The eggs that have been laid hatch into a second generation which continue the flight farther north, taking as many as four generations to fly as far north as Ontario, Canada. The last generation does not develop its reproductive organs, and therefore begins its autumn migration back to Mexico. When the female lays her last egg, her process of dying begins, so those in the 5th generation sustain the greatest longevity. The monarch butterflies are the only insects on Earth to migrate annually over continental distances, and it is estimated that over 300 million of these fantastic creatures migrate to Mexico every year. Their navigational systems are extremely complex to direct them as far as 3000 miles to a wintering site they have never seen, and then to guide them in the spring on their northeast travel to different parts of the U.S. and Canada. Evolutionism provides no believable explanation for such remarkable abilities.”

Now, we have all heard of migration and bought into the junk about “instinct” which has imprinted a positive chance occurrence onto all future offspring of an animal (and just how does that happen? Science has no clue!). But, how do even the most ardent evolutionists explain a species which makes multi-generational treks across North America from its breeding ground in Canada to Mexico and back over a five generation span. The answer is they don’t even try, and that’s why Dr. Gish chose to use this example so frequently in presentations and debates. It is incontrovertible evidence of creation by God! Dr. Gish will be sorely missed. The man who creationists have referred to as “Creation’s Bulldog” cannot be replaced, but others will try to carry on. I am happy that our association has had the privilege of benefiting from Dr. Gish’s immense knowledge and may have a small part in the promotion of his successor. Dr. Randy Guluizza who SABBSA has sponsored several times in past two years is studying with Dr. Gish along with others the debate skills we have all marveled at him possessing and which he is trying to pass along to the next generation of creationists. We are proud of Randy and his lovely wife June who both served for the past year on our board. Their presentations sponsored by SABBSA in the last year were some of the most successful put on by individual ICR speakers that year and helped to elevate his status as a creation speaker. We thank them both for their contributions to us as they move across the country and are happy for the small part we played in supporting his ministry. 

At the last SABBSA meeting we had a status check on our preparations for hosting John Pendleton on Saturday morning June 25 starting at 10 am at Castle Hills First Baptist Church. We hope you plan to be there and we ask our SABBSA partners network to spread the word to friends, coworkers and in your churches. We also had discussion on how to witness to a Christian brother who finds the second chapter of Genesis to be at odds or contradictory with the first chapter. We emphasized that this second chapter is just a further detailing of the vents of the 6th day of creation, and that any questions about whether or not Adam could have conceivably named every animal on Earth in that one day are answered in: Adam’s expanded capacity as pre-fall man to use his entire brain (not about 10% as we do); the fact that there were far less individual animals to name at that time since the species had yet to branch off into subclasses (for instance there was only one species of dog); and a faith in God that he  would parade all these animals before Adam (note the bible suggests it was only land animals – not insects or sea animals which were named by him that day). 

At our April SABBSA meeting we also had the joy of welcoming back two old friends. Mr. and Mrs. Harry Jackson were active members and Harry a Board member of ours before the military transferred them to the border. They have now been transferred back and we rejoice in their presence. These two creation veterans have been invaluable to us in the past as people with connections to Dr. Carl Baugh and to Dr. Patterson in Dallas. They are also veterans of many years of archaeological digs with Dr. Baugh. At our next meeting I will be speaking on the topic of how we got from a nation in which only creation could be taught in the public schools just after the start of the twentieth century, to one that by the middle of the twentieth century we find that evolution is the only legal origins theory being taught. It’s entitled Creation - vs -  Evolution in our Schools and Courts. The history in our courts, our schools and our society will be detailed. It is a presentation which I originally stole from Dr. Bill Tierney and that I have added to, expanded and updated over the years. You are invited to attend this presentation at Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey this Tuesday night, May 10th. Dinner and fellowship start at 7pm and I will start the presentation between 7:45 and 8 pm. We hope to see you there!

