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NO RESPONSE
About 15 years ago I was employed by an engineering firm in their development group.  We developmental engineers were conveniently lumped together in a large room far from the lofty managerial offices.   Our immediate supervisor was not with us – he had his own office.   (It’s a big deal to finally have your office in the corporate world.)    Our group had electrical & mechanical engineers, a physicist, several draftsman, lots of equipment and plenty of computer workstations.    It’s one of the best jobs I’ve ever had in that ideas gushed from a rushing river and we would vigorously debate those ideas until the group felt the best course had been selected.   What was great was that after our spirited debates, no egos were bruised, no feelings were hurt, no body was ridiculed for their stance and no body felt intimidated.   

We were kept busy churning out proposal after proposal, helping the production line engineers with some special problem, making prototypes and reviewing large technical data packages.  However, we also had some dry spells where we just looked across the room at each other and discussed everything from science to religion.   One subject that came up frequently and quickly polarized the group was the debate on creation and evolution – we would really get into it!   Ken, a brilliant mechanical engineer, would sort of lead the evolutions and I, an electrical engineer, championed the creationists.   I don’t remember the specifics of each encounter but there are two that stand out:  one that silenced Ken and the other silenced me – mind you this is in front of the whole group.   I’m writing this article because I found my response about a month ago (15 years later!).   

Being a mechanical engineer, Ken studied such subjects such as thermodynamics, statics, dynamics, and fluids to a much greater depth than was required of electrical engineers.    He was a joy to work with because he was very creative and yet was a stickler for making sure the physics and engineering principles were not violated.   The first encounter came about when I pulled the “evolution violates the 2nd law of thermodynamics” card on him in front of the whole group.   I could tell he was rusty on what the two laws stated and rather than go familiarize himself with it and resume the discussion later, he challenged my understanding of the 2nd Law.  After all, I was just an electrical engineer.    According to Ken, I didn’t have a real understanding of the Law, was using it inappropriately and didn’t apply to evolution.  I couldn’t believe what had fallen into my lap!   I had read about opportunities like this and here it was before me.   Just weeks before this incident I had finally located my college thermodynamics textbook.   Henry Morris in one his books had referenced this very textbook regarding the 2nd Law and sent me off in search for it – I knew I had it somewhere.    The authors, Van Wylen and Sonntag, are, without argument, world renown in this field and had served as professors teaching thermodynamics for many years. 

It just so happen that I brought that book to work with me just days before and there it was sitting on my shelf!   For once taking the humble approach, I admitted before all the possibility that my understanding may be faulty.   I retrieved the book and asked Ken if he thought Van Wylen and Sonntag had a good understanding – he readily agreed.    Turning to page 225 (a yellow sticky had been placed there a few days before) I gave the book to Ken and asked him to read a certain paragraph.   Poor Ken - you could see the confusion all over his face.   Slowly and cautiously, he took the book and read the following:

“…the authors [Van Wylen & Sonntag] see the second law of thermodynamics as man’s description of the prior and continuing work of a creator, who also holds the answer to the future destiny of man and the universe”. [FUNDAMENTAL OF CLASSICAL THERMODYANICS; John Wiley and Sons, Inc; 1965]

He read it at least one more time, perhaps twice more.   He flipped the book over to read the front cover and the author’s names, looked up, gave a nervous little laugh and the discussion was over - no other words were exchanged.  A few of the other guys took the book and read the paragraph themselves.  Afterwards, I returned the book to its shelf. 

The second encounter came about the discussion of adaptations.   We were going back and forth on fossils to which I was pointing out that the missing links were glaring and therefore proved nothing.    If the fin turned into a wing, where are all the in between transitions?

Changing his strategy, Ken brought up insecticides and stated that certain insects were adapting by becoming resistant.   No body denied it - we all knew this to be true.   He claimed this to be a clear example of evolution.  The “survival of the fittest” concept was clearly at work here.  The resistant insects had adapted and lived.  Those which did not adapt died.    I HAD NO RESPONSE.

Fast forward 15+ years…….  I found my response in Lee Spetner’s book NOT BY CHANCE [Judaica Press, Inc; 1997].   Regarding this very insecticide phenomena, Dr. Spetner writes:

“Scientists have found how a mutation can make an insect resistant to an insecticide.  A molecule of the insecticide DDT acts by binding itself to a specific matching site on the membrane of the insect’s nerve cells.  In this position it prevents the nerve from functioning properly.  When enough of the insect nerve cells have DDT molecules bound to them, the nervous system breaks down and the insects dies [Beeman, 1982].

How does an insect become resistant?  It becomes resistant by losing its sensitivity to the DDT.   This loss is the result of a mutation that changes the site on the nerve cell at which the DDT molecule binds, preventing the DDT from binding [Tanaka et al, 1984].  Any mutation that spoils the match between the DDT and the nerve cell will make the insect resistant.  As with bacteria, resistance can come by reducing the specificity of the protein of the nerve cell.”

Dr Septner’s point is that information was lost, not gained.   Reducing the specificity cannot lead toward more complex, structured organism.    Hey Ken, this reduction is just another application of the 2nd Law – from the complex to randomness. 

No doubt, God was at work (and still is) in Ken and me.   He used Ken to humble me, try my faith and wet my appetite for an answer I wouldn’t see for the next 15+ years.   Those long awaited solutions are so appreciated.     I lost contact with Ken but wonder if he ever looks for his response.   I have no doubt that God made me take that course in college, keep the book after all those years (why would an EE keep a thermo book?), get wind of that paragraph, put a yellow sticky on that page, bring it to work and engage in that discussion – all because God loves Ken.    What a Creator we have!














































