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An independent nondenominational, nonprofit and volunteer, educational and evangelical outreach.

We confess the Bible to be The Word of God, Jesus Christ as The Lord, and young-earth scientific creationism.

The San Antonio Bible Based Science Association (SABBSA) met on August 13th, 2002 for their monthly meeting (2nd Tuesday of each month) at the Jim’s Restaurant conference room.    Mr. Scott Lane continued with his presentation on missing links.

HOMO ERECTUS is a combination of Java Man and Peking Man.   We will discuss these two finds and conclude with some recent finds in Africa.

JAVA MAN – 

While on military tour in Java in 1890 through 1892, Dr. Eugene Dubois, a Dutch physician, found a lower jaw with 3 attached teeth, an intact skullcap.   A year later, approximately 50 feet from where he found the cap, he found a femur.   The cap had eyebrow ridges and a cranial capacity in the region of 900 cc.   It suggested a very primitive ape-like creature.  However, the femur was identical to that of a human femur, so Dubois thought he found the remains of an upright walking ape.  Dubois named the findings Pithecanthropus erectus which means erect ape-man.   Many question the femur as a true part of Java Man.

In 1894-95 he published his results and returned to Europe to display his fossils.   Some experts agreed it was an intermediate form and some did not.  Apparently someone had obtained a cast of his skullcap and produced a detail study of the fossils – this infuriated Dubois.  So by 1900, Dubois ceased to discuss his findings.  Some 30 years after finding the fossils (1923) due to pressure from the scientific community, Dr. Dubois allowed access to the Java Man fossils.  It was further highlighted that Dubois had unearthed two human skulls (Wadjak skulls) near the Java Man site during the 1890-92 dig.   There have been charges that Dubois purposely hid these findings so as not to detract from Java Man’s acceptance as the missing link.  Others claim that he did report them in early publications.

Just as controversial is Dubois renouncing Java man as the missing link in his latter years.   There are articles from both the evolutionary and creationist camp which claim he did.  However, Answers In Genesis, cautions creationist not to use this argument in their “Arguments Creationist Should NOT Use” section.   The following is their explanation:

Dubois renounced Java man as a “missing link” and claimed it was just a giant gibbon.’ Evolutionary anthropology textbooks claimed this, and creationists followed suit. However, this actually misunderstood Dubois, as Stephen Jay Gould has shown. It’s true that Dubois claimed that Java man (which he called Pithecanthropus erectus) had the proportions of a gibbon. But Dubois had an eccentric view of evolution (universally discounted today) that demanded a precise correlation between brain size and body weight. Dubois’ claim about Java man actually contradicted the reconstructed evidence of its likely body mass. But it was necessary for Dubois’ idiosyncratic proposal that the alleged transitional sequence leading to man fit into a mathematical series. So Dubois’ gibbon claim was designed to reinforce its ‘missing link‘ status.
In summary, Java Man consists of 2 pieces –a skullcap and a jawbone.   After all the hype, measurements and discussion, there is nothing overwhelmingly compelling that insists Java Man is a missing link.  It very well may have belonged to a large extinct ape. 

PEKING MAN -  

Peking Man is the name used for a group of fossils discovered in a fire pit near Beijing, China in the 1920’s.   Davidson Black, an anthropologist, identified a skull from a single tooth as belonging to the species Homo erectus.  He called his find Sinanthropus Pekinensis.   These early finds, more than likely, spurred interest in Dubois’ Java Man.   Through out the 1920’s and 1930’s over 140 pieces were discovered ranging from craniums, jaws, teeth, bone and stone tools.   An attempt during World War II to transport these fossils from China to the United States failed and resulted in the loss of these specimens – all that remains today are models.   

Because it was determined that the cave was a fire pit, many believe that Peking Man was used as a food source for man.  Because some of the heads were missing, it was thought that the skulls were smashed and the brains were the actual meal.   The big question is “who was the hunter – who ate the meal?”   In order to keep the findings a viable candidate as the missing link and part of Homo Erectus, the evolutionists are subjectively forced to say it was another animal – but certainly not modern man.   If so, that would put modern man in the same time frame and this whole dig would be of little interest.   Duane Gish -  on pages 190 through 200 of his book: EVOLUTION: THE CHALLENGE OF THE FOSSIL RECORD, 2nd printing; 1986 – records the perspective of the findings from an evolutionist viewpoint and from a creationist viewpoint.   Of interest to me was the lime-kiln industry that apparently existed in the surrounding area near the cave where the fossils were found.   It suggests that modern man was alive and thriving and the modern tools found at the site as well as the fossil remains of ten individuals of modern man cast a shadow on Peking Man as evidence for Homo Erectus.   

In summary, Peking Man consists of models – all original pieces are missing.  Black’s discrepancy of his earlier finds comparison to what he later claimed, along with a broader picture of the cave, the lime-kiln industry, the modern tools and human fossils makes one wonder if this is a viable find at all. 

FINDS IN AFRICA – 

The acceptable, general evolutionary path leading to man is:

Lemur -> Ramapithecus -> Australopithecus -> Homo Erectus ->  Neanderthal Man, Cro-Magnon, modern day

Raymond Dart in 1924 found a skull with many ape-like features but, in contrast, the teeth were man-like.  He gave his find the name Australopithecus Africanus.   Australopithecus means “southern ape”.    Although it had a cranial capacity averaging 500cc (clearly, in the range of a gorilla), its teeth structure has led some to give this find hominid status.  The curve of the jaw is more parabolic and less “U” shaped as in modern ape.    However, that view is not accepted by all non-creationists.    Notably, Lord Zuckerman, British anatomist and Charles Oxnard of the Southern California Medical School, believe Australopithecus is not related to man. 

Regarding the famous Lucy, the sequence of events is:

1973 – Donald Johanson discovers a knee joint of a primate in Ethiopia.   Mary Leakey and her son, Richard believe the joint is “hominid”.   A second confirmation comes from a professor of anthropology stating that the knee is a “modern knee joint”

1974, October – Johanson’s partner discovers three jaws.  Within the month of the finds, Johanson holds a press conference and announces:

“These specimens [jaws/teeth] clearly exhibit traits which must be considered as indicative of the genus Homo…All previous theories of the origin of the lineage which leads to modern man must now be totally revised…man’s origins [possibly] go back to well over four million years”

1974, November – Johanson discovers a variety of bones, which he believes to be hominid.    Within 3 to 4 weeks of collecting specimens approximately 40% of the skeleton is pieced together and “Lucy” is revealed to the world.  Lucy is roughly 3 ½ feet tall and had a cranial capacity of 450cc maximum.    It is announced that Lucy walked upright nearly 3.5 million years ago.   The rest is history.

Does the word “impetuous” come to mind?   Within 8 weeks in a rural part of the earth, this great find is unearthed, measured, categorized, dated and declared to walk upright.   Yet, this has a very similar MO to the other famous finds where one jaw, bone or tooth is found and instantly, a drawing rendering the entire family is displayed for all the world to see - Nebraska Man, Peking Man, Piltdown Man.    It just doesn’t happen that fast – nothing does!

We will meet on Tuesday, September 10th from 7 to 9 PM at Jim’s restaurant located at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey - approximately 1 mile outside Loop 410.    We will present a report on LIFE BY CHANCE OR CHOICE  - a book on the mathematical probability of evolution followed by a video on Dr. Robert Gentry’s work with Polonium halos.  



















