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We confess the Bible to be The Word of God, Jesus Christ as The Lord, and young-earth scientific creationism.

The San Antonio Bible Based Science Association (SABBSA) met on September 4th, 2001 for their monthly meeting (1st Tuesday of each month) at the Jim’s Restaurant conference room.    Mr. Scott Lane, our vice-president, started a series on evolution issues.    Mr. Lane began his series with an explanation and comparison of the most popular theories among Christian and secular circles.     He divided the theories in to basic categories: Creation and Evolution.    Under the Creation five subcategories were listed:

1)   Ussher

2)  Scientific Creation

3) Intelligent Design (not included in this original presentation, but now added for completeness)
4)  Gap Theory

5)  Age-Day

6)  Progressive Creationism

  Ussher – This subcategory refers to the chronology laid out by Archbishop James Ussher (1581-1656), which dated the Creation at 4004 B.C.    Basically, Ussher performed an evaluation of such passages as Genesis 5, Matthew 1 and Luke 3, added the years of the fathers and sons and arrived at a starting date. 

  Scientific Creation  - This subcategory attempts to establish credible evidence to the Creation.   While the event itself can never be repeated, data is all around us, which allows the development of a model.    Indeed, since neither the Creation nor evolution can be repeated “in the lab”,  both are faith systems.    However, the data (same for both) can be inserted into predictive models.   Common sense dictates that the model, which best predicts the next discovered fact is the likely scenario of our beginnings.

   Intelligent Design -  Says that life is “irreducibly complex.” That is to say that it could not have happened by chance since if you take out any functional part or reduce any part to a less developed state (as would occur if it were developing gradually via evolution) then the whole part, organ or organism ceases to function and dies because all parts of an organism and its organs are interdependently connected to one another and depend on each others finely tuned functioning for the whole organism to function and live. This theory tries to be neutral on God saying instead that some outside agent had to create and or finely craft it all together since the evidence of its design shows that it could not occur by chance. This leaves the rather ridiculous choices of either God did it or aliens did.
   Gap Theory  - This subcategory has it primary genesis between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2 which reads “And the earth was without form, and void: and darkness was upon the face of the deep.”    The theory claims that the billions of years of the age of the earth (as reported by some dating systems) occurred between those 2 verses. 

  Age-Day – This subcategory is based on verses such as 2Pet 3:8, which states that “one day is with the Lord as a thousand years…”.    Idea here is that the 6 days of the Creation are not literal 24-hour day but actually vast eons, and thus, in harmony with the billions of years as in the Gap Theory.

  Progressive Creationism – This subcategory centers around the idea that God created at intervals separated by long periods of ultra-slow, gradual changes.       

The subcategories under Evolution were:

1) Theistic

2) Pure Evolution

Theistic – This subcategory purports that God created a “minimum” life existence.   Then, left it alone to evolve into what it is today.    God started it but evolution took over and so both had a hand.

Pure Evolution – This subcategory can be divided into several lower categories.   The most popular of these are the Classical Darwinian Evolution involves ultra-slow, gradual, imperceptible changes, which occurred over billions of years.   The other popular version is punctuated evolution, which claims periods of ultra-slow, gradual; imperceptible changes were interrupted by short periods of very intense changes resulting in new species.

A very good discussion exploring the “nuts and bolts” of each subcategory followed.    The majority opinion for the Gap, Age-Day and Progressive Creationism was that these categories were invented mainly to appease or be in harmony with the reportedly very old age of the earth (billions).     But, that supposes that the earth actually is billions of years old.    Where’s the evidence for that?    When investigated, one will find that there is overwhelming evidence that the earth is relatively young – inside a million years.   And there are lots of strong indicators that the earth is in the thousands of years – magnetic, depth of moon dust, current population, C-14 in Precambrian wood, and others.

Mr. Lane will be presenting the next part of his series this Tuesday, October 2 at Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey.   Jim’s is located approximately 1 mile outside Loop 410.







