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The San Antonio Bible Based Science Association (SABBSA) met on October 2nd, 2001 for their monthly meeting (1st Tuesday of each month) at the Jim’s Restaurant conference room.    Mr. Scott Lane, our vice-president, continued with the 2nd part of a series on evolution issues.    Last month Mr. Lane began his series with an explanation and comparison of the most popular theories between Christian and secular circles.   This month the presentation brought us from Darwin’s time to today’s popular evolutionary ideas to specifics of radiometric dating.

Darwin and Radiometric Dating
In Darwin’s time (late 1800’s) knowledge of cell structure or DNA was not known.   Darwin, convinced that genetic information was passed from the parent to the offspring, touted the idea of the pangene.   Darwin stated that traits arose “from use and disuse, from the direct and indirect actions of the environment”.   Darwin thought that each organ would generate “pangenes” which would collect in the blood and be passed in the genetic information between the male to the female.  The classic explanation is the giraffe whose neck was stretched over many years because of droughts (actions of the environment).  Long droughts, it is assumed, left green leafs only at the top of trees.   Therefore, only those short-neck giraffes which preserved and stretched to reach the leaves at the top survived.  These survivors would, in turn, pass on the longneck pangene to their offspring.    Regarding this subject, the following paragraph is taken from “WHAT IS CREATION SCIENCE” by Morris and Parker; revision copyright 1987; page 92:

“About 40 years before Darwin, a famous French evolutionist, Jean Lamarck, argued for this kind of evolution based on the inheritance of traits acquired by use and disuse.  Most books on the subject hint that we should laugh at Lamarck – but Darwin believed exactly the same thing” 

By the early 1900’s mutation theory had overtaken the pangene concept.   But the data didn’t help support the theory in that all “copies“ overwhelmingly resulted in an inferior or failing organism.   By the 1960’s probability theory and cell structure had matured as sciences.   And more noticeably, the fossil record was failing to turn up the missing links.    So Gould and company are supporting punctuated evolution.    Punctuated evolution is the idea that new genetic material whether radiated from the outside, energized by a lightening bolt or affected by some other type of action gave way to a rapid mutation.   So rapid, in fact, that not enough time elapsed for fossils to be laid down.    That’s how these evolutionists explain the absence of fossils while maintaining a belief in evolution.    In the 1930’s Goldschmidt promoted the concept of the “hopeful monster” in order to answer the absence of the fossils.   This theory said that one day a reptile laid an egg and a bird popped out!    Goldschmidt was ridiculed in his time – a time in which fossils were still the hope of proving evolution to be a fact.     But 70 years later, without any significant finds in the fossil record, has resulted in the current punctuated evolution theory – They have to somehow explain the absence of fossils.

RADIOMETRIC DATING:

Mr. Lane reviewed the radiometric issues for his audience.   The secular literature states that the earth is 4.6B years.  The foundation method on which others are based is the Uranium-Lead method.    Uranium (238) decays in Lead (206) resulting in extra Helium atoms.   The half-life of this particular decay is in the billions of years.    Three assumptions are made: (1) No daughter element existed at the beginning of the decay (2) The process has been decaying at a uniform rate (3) it is a closed system.  

Carbon dating, on the other hand, is only valid within thousands of years.   All living things (with exceptions) constantly take in C14 and C12.  However, at death, C14 is not replenished and decays toward C12.   The decay half-life is 5,730 years.    As stated earlier, some species do not take in C14 and environment does play a factor.    Numerous readings have yielded obvious erroneous results questioning the credibility of any reading.

Mr. Lane will be presenting the next part of his series this Tuesday, November 6th at Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey.   Jim’s is located approximately 1 mile outside Loop 410.







