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The San Antonio Bible Based Science Association (SABBSA) met on November 6th, 2001 for their monthly meeting (1st Tuesday of each month) at the Jim’s Restaurant conference room.    Mr. Scott Lane, our vice-president, continued with the 3rd part of a series on evolution issues.    Last month Mr. Lane continued his series with a chronology of Darwin; the ideas of the French evolutionist Jean Lamarck; the concept of pangenes; the idea of punctuated evolution, supported by Harvard’s Stephen Gould and radiometric dating.   November’s presentation included fossils, issues of variation within species and the Laws of Thermodynamics.    

No Fossils, No Geologic column, and No Positive Speciation
It is generally agreed by all that the forming of a fossil is NOT a gradual phenomenon.   It is characterized by immense forces applied in a very rapid period of time.    In Darwin’s’ time the fossil record was in its infancy – little had been unearthed and classified.   Acknowledging the lack of intermediate links in his time, Darwin described it as the “extreme imperfection of the geological record”  (Chapter 10 of Origin of Species; page 293).   Fast forward 140 years to the present - millions of fossils have been discovered and fill our museums and universities.   We even have the “Geologic Column” with “index fossils” assigned to each layer.   Regarding the abundance of fossils, Dr. David Raup (curator of Geology, Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago) wrote in 1979:

“Well, we are now about 120 years after Darwin and the knowledge of fossil record has been greatly expanded.  We now have a quarter of a million fossil species but the situation hasn’t changed much.  The record of evolution is still surprisingly jerky and, ironically, we have even fewer examples of evolutionary transition that we had in Darwin’s time.”

“Darwin’s theory of natural selection has always been closely linked to evidence from fossils, and probably most people assume that fossils provide a very important part of the general argument that is made in favor of Darwinian interpretations of the history of life.  Unfortunately, this is not strictly true”

Mr. Lane noted that the Geologic Column does not exist anywhere on the earth.  One cannot point to any one place on the earth and see all 12 columns in the order it is presented in the textbooks.   It simply does not exist - except in the minds of men!   In addition, the fossil record contains stratigraphic leaks in which a fossilized tree was found with one part in one of the 12 layers and the other part of the tree in an adjacent layer.    Countless discontinuities exists where supposedly older strata is actually found on top of younger.     Rather than gradualism and uniformitarianism, the fossil and geological data strongly suggest catastrophism.  

SPECIATION

In Gen 1:20-24 the common term used to describe the boundaries of animals is the word “kind”.   “And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.”  (KJV).    Modern man is most familiar with the word “specie”.    The “mutts” of any specie are significantly healthier than the pure breds.   It appears that operating near either boundary of a kind or specie results in offspring that have serious hereditary defects - to the point that life itself is threatened.   The physical problems of pure bred dogs are widely known ranging from bone disease in Great Danes, long ear infections in Spaniels and hip problems in Retrievers.   Also, there appears to be an upper limit on production.  For example, wild beets have a 6% sugar content.   Nevertheless, farmers in the 18th and 19th century were able to increase the sugar content to 17%.    However, increases beyond 17% have failed – 17% is the maximum.       

LAWS OF THERMODYNAMICS

Briefly, the 1st Law of Thermodynamics is the law of conservation of mass and energy.  The 2nd Law is the law of increasing entropy of disorder.   Isaac Asimov gives us definitions of each (Smithsonian, June-1970): 

“The total quantity of energy in the universe is constant…This law is considered the most powerful and most fundamental generalization about the universe that scientist have ever been able to make.”  (1st Law)

“Another way of stating the Second Law, then, is “The universe is constantly getting more disorderly.”   Viewed that way, we can see the Second Law all about us.  We have to work hard to straighten a room, but left to itself, it becomes a mess again very quickly and very easily.  Even if we never enter it, it becomes dusty and musty.  How difficult to maintain house, and machinery, and our own bodies in perfect working order; how easy to let them deteriorate.  In fate, all we have to do is nothing, and everything deteriorates, collapses, breaks down, wears out, all by itself – and that is what the Second Law is all about”

Regarding the 1st Law, 3 views have been presented (1) God, (2) the Big Bang and (3) Steady State.  Psalms 148:5,6 state: “Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created.  He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass.”    Regardless of which view, something supernatural had to happen.    

The 2nd Law simply states that everything is winding down; getting more disorganized.   That implies that the “primordial egg” was more organized than what we have now.    But that doesn’t side with common sense when we consider the human brain, the solar system, our Eco system and the like. The “cursed” of Gen 3:17-19 and the corruption of Rom 8:19-22 refer to the 2nd Law.

Next time, Mr. Lane will be presenting “WHAT IF GOD WROTE THE BIBLE?”   This seminar will touch upon God’s knowledge of science, pre history, the logical coherence of the 66 books and the historical support testifying to its authenticity.   We will meet on Tuesday, December 4th at Jim’s Restaurant at the corner of San Pedro and Ramsey.   Jim’s is located approximately 1 mile outside Loop 410.







