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An independent nondenominational, nonprofit and volunteer, educational and evangelical, para-church outreach
[P.O. Box 760124, S.A., 78245]  President - Dr. Daniel Harris, 674-6229     V. President - Scott Lane, 599-7240  
Secretary - Harry Jackson 33dino1     Treasurer - Dr. Paul Wilke, 497-3663
We confess the Bible to be The Word of God, Jesus Christ as The Lord, and young-earth scientific creationism.

The San Antonio Bible Based Science Association (SABBSA) met on June 5th, 2001 for their monthly meeting (1st Tuesday of each month) at the Jim’s Restaurant conference room.    Old business included renewing the subscription for the SABBSA website (www.sabbsa.org).    Mr. Tom Paugstat passed around some of the fossils he had unearthed on the side of the road north of San Antonio.   He had a variety of specimen numbering around 20.   

Various members brought and shared different news articles concerning the creation-evolution debate. (although, we all know there really isn’t anything to debate).   What follows is a summary of some of those articles

Homosexuality, Textbook Errors and Stellar Nursuries
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We have heard the argument that homosexuality is part of the natural process and serves to keep the population down when the numbers appear to increase too rapidly.    We should all be happy and simply accept homosexuality as a population control mechanism.    So, we should not try to “rehab” the homosexuals because (1) that’s really how they are & (2) they are just doing their part in the evolutionary process.   If fact, the American Psychiatric Association (APA) is on record claiming that reparative therapy for homosexuals doesn’t work.    However, according to a May 10, 2001 article by Mark Cowan, correspondent for Family News and Focus, there’s a very different view point from a very influential man.   Dr. Robert Spitzer, Columbia University psychiatry professor, told the nation’s psychiatrists at a recent Spring/2001 APA meeting that his research shows homosexuals can change their sexual orientation.   Spitzer said “I interviewed 200 subjects who claimed that they had changed their sexual attraction from homosexual to heterosexual”.    What makes Dr. Spitzer’s statement so significant is that he was the principal voice in 1973 which led the APA to remove homosexuality as a disorder.    According to Dr. Joseph Nicolosi, president of the National Association for Research and Therapy of Homosexuality (NARTH): “This is clearly a historic event in the history of the psychiatry’s understanding of homosexuality…the findings are monumental—and will be difficult to ignore”.

______________

A January 15th, 2001 CNN.com report titled “Study finds errors rife in U.S. science textbooks” details gross errors in 12 of the most popular science textbooks used at middle schools across the United States.  Examples include singer Linda Ronstadt labeled as a silicon crystal, geographical maps depicting the equator passing through the southern United States and fundamental errors in Newton’s first law of physics.    John Hubisz, a North Carolina State University physics professor leading the two-year survey said the reviewers tried to contact the textbooks authors with questions but in many cases the people listed said they didn’t write the book.   And, in some cases, the people didn’t even know their names had been listed.    In one case, the authors of a physical science book were biologists.    Hubisz said educators need to put pressure on publishers to get actual authors in their respective field.    “They get people to check for political correctness…they try to get in as much cultural diversity as possible.   They just don’t seem to understand what science is about. “     [editorial – if “authors” and publishers are telling the nation’s school children that the equator runs through the U.S, do you really think they are questioning the content of anything substantial at all?   Can we trust them to seek out and research the theory of  

evolution?]  


   A REAL “ROCK” STAR

________________

A January 9th, 2001 CNN.com report titled “Astronomers find huge clusters of stars in distant universe” reported the discovery of the potentially largest structure in the observable universe.   According to Gerard Williger, a National Optical Astronomy Observatories research: “We have found nothing bigger in the literature and nobody has brought to our attention anything bigger”.    CNN.com reports Williger as uncertain whether the structure is held together gravitationally or if it is a chance cluster formed by a ripple in the smooth expansion of the universe that followed the Big Bang.   Williger is quoted as stating “This may be an artifact of the Big Bang”.    This artifact is really a major obstacle.    CNN.com stated the issue as follows:

“That such a large structure could form so quickly after the Big Bang calls into questions some of the traditional theories of how the universe evolved,   Williger said, since it is difficult to explain how gravity could pull together such an immense cluster in a relatively short time. “    Williger said “A successful theory has to explain the extremes”  

To Williger’s credit his last statement is very profound.    Models live or die depending how well they predict events at the boundary conditions or the extremes.    Engineering and mathematical models focus primarily at the boundaries – that’s really “where the action is”.   So critical is the area of study that universities have advanced courses solely on boundary conditions.    The word “artifact” actually means something occurred which they did not expect, anticipate, can not explain nor have a clue on how to begin.    In our Boundary Condition courses any model which had too many exceptions to the rule was quickly discarded.    Those which survived academic scrutiny were taken to the lab for real life applications and graded on how well they predicted reality (with emphasis at the boundaries).    We can’t do this with the universe, so the “theorist” have a pretty cushy job coming up with ideas, gathering scanty or indirect data (at best) which makes for more ideas which can’t be tested…    

__________________

 The following was taken from PLANET STOPPERS by Lee Dye (ABCNEWS.com) on May 3rd, 2001.   The article tells us that the chance of finding extraterrestrial intelligence was reduced because recent research regarding “stellar nurseries” suggests there may be far fewer earth-like planets out there to support life.    It turns out that these nurseries are so violent that the dust needed to form the planets are blown away before the young planet takes hold.   The article details the conventional thinking as follows:

“The Orion Nebula [most famous of all stellar nurseries], located about 1,500 light years from Earth, is rich with interstellar clouds of molecular gas.   The gas gradually coalesces into new stars in a dramatic process that has long fascinated astronomers.   In recent years astronomers have been able to detect rings of dust around some young stars, most notably the nearby star of Beta Pictoris, leading many to conclude that dust left over from star formation routinely forms a flattened disk around the star.   The dust in the disk should gradually coalesce into planets, and it was thought that was a common scenario.”                                 Orion Nebula
But according to C. Robert O’Dell, a research professor at Vanderbilt who has spent nearly 40 years studying the Orion Nebula, the heart of the Nebula has a number of very young, massive stars that are 100,000 times more luminous than the sun and are so violent that they send off waves of ultraviolet radiation that would or should blast the dust in a few hundred thousand years.  In short – the planets can not form because the “hot breath from the neighboring big stars” will wipe out the flattened disk.

This conclusion is also shared with scientist at the University of Colorado at Boulder who used the Hubble to study dust particles in the nebula.   The “nursery” is so violent that according to researcher Henry Throop: “it’s a hard place to raise a family of planets”   Throop went on to say “UV (ultraviolet) light comes streaming off these large stars like a blowtorch, evaporating the gases and removing the dust from the circumstellar dust rings of the smaller stars.”

What makes Dr. Spitzer’s statement so significant is that he was the principal voice in 1973 which led the APA to remove homosexuality as a disorder.    








