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The San Antonio Bible Based Science Association (SABBSA) met on October 10, 2000 for their monthly meeting (2nd Tuesday of each month) at the Jim's Restaurant conference room.   Nineteen people were in attendance.   J.E. Hernandez officially opened the meeting with an introduction and demonstration of the Evangecube - a pictorial manipulative used to sequence through the Gospel - the good news of the Cross of Jesus Christ. 


Living Fossils 

             The major focus of the evening was the review of a video entitled "LIVING FOSSILS - CONFIRMATION OF CREATION by Joachim Scheven, PhD.    Professor Scheven, from the University of Munich, was formerly an evolutionist with his primary fields being zoology and botany.   Dr Scheven's museum, LEBENDIGE VORWELT, houses the largest known collection of "living fossil" pairs.


Professor Scheven made 3 statements at the outset regarding the fossils: (1) there is no direct evidence that they are millions of years old, (2) they are not primitive species and (3) they are not necessarily extinct.    In support of his statements, Professor Scheven presented numerous comparisons of fossils reported to be millions of years old and a living counterpart.    His presentation boiled down to a side-by-side photo comparison of the two items reportedly hundreds of millions of years apart.   A partial list (and their reported age) of the fossils Dr. Scheven compared is given below.

1) Lung fish

200 million years old

2) Nautilus

190 million years old

3) lampshell

230 million years old

4) worm tubes

180 million years old

5) Oysters

172 million years old

6) Very large shells
2- 5 million years old

7) Bat


50 million years old

8) bird feathers

150 million years old

"Fossil Ammonite, Arietites stellaris, Jurassic period, from about 188 million to about 184 million years old." Typical caption relating to millions of years - Smithsonian Collection.


In every case the resemblance of the pair was strikingly similar - and in some cases the resemblance was identical.   Take, for example, only one fossil from the list above - if we accept the reported age of millions of years, we are forced to conclude that there has been no change whatsoever for that fossil in the last 150-200 million years.     And, while a pill of that size could be swallowed if mind, body and soul worked together to digest and pass such a foreign object, what are we to do with the platter-size servings before us if we further conclude that no change whatsoever has occurred over the last 50-200 millions years in multiple fossils from multiple categories ranging from plants to oysters to birds to mammals?   That would be tantamount to suicide from toxic poisoning!


How naïve is the mind that, on the one hand, accepts no change whatsoever in a group of fossils representing a broad spectrum of living things and, on the other hand, speaks of one fossil (be it a horse, a bird or an ape) which supposedly changed dramatically within the same time period!   This defies reason and commonsense.   Are we to believe that this "quick-change artist" was somehow rapidly changing while his neighboring animals, plants and trees hardly changed at all!   Was it somehow ISOLATED in such a way over MILLIONS OF YEARS that its rate of evolution was orders of magnitude greater than the broad spectrum group of which it was an integral part?    How absurd!   It is hard to believe that this is the postulate of thinking men and women - scientist from the world's leading universities.

"Belemnite, from the Upper Jurassic period, about 160 million years old" - Smithsonian Collection


Perhaps the mind is not so naïve.   Rather, it chooses to cling to such highly improbable fantasies; dieting on poison by choice because the alternative is unacceptable under any condition.    The alternative is a Creator - a Creator which designed all living things within established boundaries of variation.    This is much more palatable.       


Clearly, the dominant facts of the fossil record are STASIS (staying the same) and EXTINCTION (dying out).    Dr. Scheven's collection of multitude paired "living fossils" from every major category of life - invertebrates, vertebrates, bird feathers, lung fish teeth, shrimp, dragonfly, bats, tree leaves, mussels, shells - demonstrate that these specimens appear fully developed in the rocks.    The myth of evolution finds no support here! 

________________________________


Mr. Frank Sherwin of the Institute of Creation Science of San Diego, CA will be speaking on creation topics at the First Baptist Church of Universal City (1401 Pat Booker Rd) on January 7th, 2001.  For additional information please call 210 658-6394.


At our next meeting we will view two videos: a short explanation on the formation of strata in the rocks and the second on the Grand Canyon.   The regularly scheduled SABBSA meeting is on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at Jim's Restaurant located at Ramsey and San Pedro starting at 7PM.   We invite all to join us on November 14.    For additional information please visit our website at www.sabbsa.org

